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Authors PREFACE. 


HERE is room to wonder, that whilſt 
1 all the other branches of ſurgery were 
carried to ſuch a height, Midwifry ſhould, till 
the beginning of the laſt century, be entirely 
left in the hands of ignorant women ; or of 
ſurgeons, of whoſe ſpecies there are many ſtill 
in the provinces, whoſe only refuge in diffi- 
cult labours conſiſted in an inſtrument unſkil- 
fully managed, that always killed the child, 
and often expoſed the woman to imminent 
danger. Here I cannot help reflecting on the 
ſtrange conduct of thoſe that firſt applied to 
ſurgery ; that part of it, ſurely, ſhould have firſt 
been cultivated that gives being to all men, and 
who muſt firſt be born, before any operation 
can be performed on them. 
There is no occaſion to look very far back, ® 


to prove what I advance with regard to the 


old practitioners in Midwifry;z if we do but 
look into the works of Ambroſe Pare, Guille- 
mean, Peter Paul Bienaſis, of the town of 
Poictiers, printed in the year 1602, and ſe- 


voeral others, we ſhall 8 that the practice 
N! 4 of 
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iv The Aut bor s Preface. 
of Midwifry was far from having reached the 
perfection it has been brought to by the care 
and application of the moderns: To inſtance 
in one particular only; whenever a child pre- 
ſented in a wrong ſituation, they endeavoured 


= to place it right again, inſtead of bringing it 
= away by the fert, as is the preſent ſucceſsfu 
= - actice. 
* Several ſurgeons, more knowing than their 


predeceſſors, reflecting on the errors of for- 
mer apes, have wrote of this art with ſome- 
What more ſucceſs; but they have ſo little re- 
gard to order in their works, and the whole is 
ſo confuſed, that there were no certain rules to 
go by, till Mauriceau took the matter in hand, 
he being the firſt that treated it with order, clear- 
neſs and erudition. I ſhould have forbore treat- 
ing of this ſubject after ſo learned a man, but 
that I believe we may have the ſame thoughts 
about our preſent age, that Seneca had about 
his, that all true things have not yet been 
ſpoke, I alſo flatter myſelf, as Mr. Peu ſays, 
in the book he wrote ſome years after Mau- 
riceau, that I have found out ſome things in 
this art, that were unknown before; and in- 
. deed it is time only, that by more or leſs con- 
® fiderable additions, brings arts and ſciences to 
perfection. 2 | 
According to- Meſſ. Mauriceau and Peu, it 
is impoſſible to practire Midwifry with ſucceſs, 
without having been employed at Paris in the 
lying in ward at the Hotel- Dieu. It is certain, 
that this hoſpital is the beſt ſchool in Europe 


* 


The Author's Preface. v 
for ſargeons, and I ſhould have been very glad 
to have been admitted to be preſent at Jabours, 
during the five years that I was employed in 
that houſe ; but there being but one ſurgeon 
charged with that function, and it being a 
place that goes by favour, I was forced to. reſt 
contented with following, in the quality of 
topic *, the phyſicians that attended there alter- 
nately for two months in the year: And thus 
I followed, during fix months, Dr. de-Bourges, 
Oxon, and Morin; during which time I ob- 
ſerved carefully the conduct thoſe gentlemen 
kept towards new laid women : Thus I made 
up, in ſome ſort, for my want of recommen- 
dation; but I. can proteſt, that during thoſe 
fix months, there was but one extraordinary 
caſe, wherein the preſence of the ſurgeon was 
thought requiſite ; which was a child that ſtuck 
in the paſſage, and that came forth at laſt with- 
out any other help but that of patience ; and 
yet in that time there were between three and 
four hundred women, moſt of whom were 
delivered by the women pupils, and few of 
them by Madame. de la Marche, then head 
midwife of the hoſpital. I judged from thence, 
that either thoſe authors attended there at a 
time very different from mine, or that 
they enlarge conſiderably as to the number 
of deliveries they mention to have perform- 
ed. However, though 1, have not had the 
good fortune to practice in the Hotel- Dieu, 

. „ REN Heaven 
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=. .. 706 Author's P reface. 
Heaven has notwithſtanding bleſſed my labours 
with ſucceſs ; and by joining Rc to prac- 
| tice, obſervations to reading, and reflexions to 
obſervations, I ſoon acquired more > pn 
than I could have hoped for, having often per- 
Formed three or four deliveries in a day with 
ſucceſs, in any ſituation of the child, and 
without the help of the crotchet, or any other 
dangerous inſtrument. - As for the crotcher, I 
have not uſed it twice for theſe thirty years, 
having always ſubſtituted a better method in 
its room; and amongſt the great number of 
women I have laid for thirty or forty leagues 
round, there is not one that is troubled with 
any diſorder that can be attributed to any ill 
management. I never refuſed my aſſiſtance 
to any woman, tho' reduced never fo low; 
which Mauriceau calls, waſting the 2 
For further proof, that it is not abſolutely 
neceſſary to have practiced in the Hotel- Dieu to 
be a perfect man mid wife, let us but caſt our 
eyes upon Mr. Clement, who excels all the 
ſurgeons of his age in that art, and yet was 

never employed. in that hoſpital, 
If J have never performed the cæſarean ope- 
ration, it is not on account of its being con- 
demned by Mauriceau, and rejected by Mr. 
Pen; but becauſe the art is brought at point 
to ſuch a degree of perfection, that there is 
very ſeldom any octaſion to perform it; but 
if an ill conformatjon was to hinder the intro- 
duction of my hand,” I ſhould make no dif- 
ficulty to put it ip practices ; che Fyera] women. 
| 1 3 on 
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Tide Author's Prefate: vun 
on whom it has been and who 4 
have recovered from it, ſufficiently 
the poſſibility of it. 3 ' 
Thoſe that uſe the hands unſkilfully, and 
entirely ignorant of what they are about, are 
no leſs to blame than thoſe who uſe the 
crotchet, T have met with ſuch ſcenes, the 
very remembrance of which fills me with bor- 
ror ; ſeveral women periſhing with foodengs, 
brought on by the rough uſage they have un- 
dergone ; others ſo lacerated and tore, that the 
very inteſtines have made their way out thro 
the vagina; ſometimes the placenta has been 
left whole, or in part, with th&wterus inverted; 
children maimed and half extracted; in ſome 
the head, in ſome the arms or legs tore off; 
in others the whole body, and the head left 
behind. I can nevertheleſs affirm, that I was 
never induced out of a wrong policy, to for- 
ſake one ſingle woman in theſe deplorable 
conditions ; but by my application and labour, 
have ſaved ſeveral of them, who muſt other- 
wiſe have periſhed miſerably, | 
What principles I have laid down in my 
general rules, I have carefully kept to in my 
obſervations ; another a ve. confound 
the young ſurgeon, putting him at a ſtand 
which e "YE Ss 8 
| 2 3 confarmed myſelf ta nature, 
vhich ſometimes by a ſudden happy change, 
brings to 3 de By but juſt 
before deſperate; the contrary too often hap- 
pens, and a Jabour that gave the beſt proſpect 
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vili De Author's Preface. 
i its beginning, may prove at laſt a very la- 
borious one, nothing being ſo variable and 
| uncertain as Iabours. 
Tho anatomy has been always my chief 
delight, I touch upon it but very lightly in 
this treatiſe, taking it for granted, that my 
reader would not apply himſelf to the. ſtudy 
of midwifry before he was ſufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the parts of generation. 

For the ſame reaſon I have omitted giving 
any plates of thoſe parts, as they tend, by their 
looſe repreſentations to corrupt the manners of 
young people. They would, indeed, admit of 

ſome fort of excuſe, if after the manner of 
"the Turks, with whom the learned in the law 
are alone allowed to read their books, thoſe 1 
ſpeak of were truſted into the hands of ſurgeons 
only. 

Looking upon the repreſcntations of the 
different ſituations of the child in the uterus, 
and the various circumvolutions of the navel- 
ſtring round it, as of no ſignificarcy, I have 
omitted giving any. I leave out an infinite 
number of precautions uſually given by 
thors, having found them groundleſs. Ay 
chief aim has been to relate my 8 
exactly in the manner I made them; and leſt 
I ſhould tire the reader with uſeleſs repetitions, 
I have ſeldom related more than one or two 
of them in each chapter, except when there 
has been an abſolute! neceſſity for more. I 
e bern. 8 . -0y" time and place, to 


prevent 
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prevent in ſome fort the truth of them from 
being called in queſtion. 

I have made ſome reflexions to follow the 
obſeryations ; in which I have explained the dif- 
ficulties that might occur in the obſervations, 
. and the means to get the better of them. There 
you will meet with methods of acting, and pre- 
cepts quite contrary to thoſe of Men of ve 
great repute : But I would not have the reader 
imagine that I mention theſe out of oſtenta- 
tion, tis truth engages me to it. I made ob- 
ſervations for twenty- five years with much care 
and application; then I made reflexions upon 
what I had obſerved. But I ſet quite a different 
value upon the firſt than the laſt ; obſervations 
are real permament things; reflexions, or the 
concluſions which are drawn from them, may - 
alter, and I have altered them myſelf on ſe- 
veral occaſions, being induced thereto by new 
obſervations, made with more exactneſs than 
the former. 

As I live in the extremity of a province, 
ſurrounded by the ſea almoſt on every fide, and 
practice chiefly without phyſicians or ſurgeons 
to conſult with, I am forced to uſe the means 
which good ſenſe and reflexion furniſh me with 
to help nature, without ſubmitting blindfold 
to all the rules generally received. 

I have ſet down my thoughts and obſerva- 
tions in the beſt manner I could, having leſs 
. pretence to learning than experience. I 
this confeſſion will not make me loſe the 
eſteem of my reader, but will engage him to 


mind 


- 
. 


* The Author's Preface. 
mind the ſubject itſelf before its regularity, or 
the choice of words. If here and there T 
mention things that ſeem to be above my ca- 
pacity, it is not out of oſtentation, but with 
.a view of laying down facts before natural 
philoſophers, on which they may ground their 
ſyſtems, and gradually come at the knowledge 
of the moſt hidden cauſes of diſeaſes ; where- 
by phyſicians may be enabled to find out re- 
medies, or to explain the effect of thoſe that 
are already found out: I am ſpeaking here of 
the diſeaſes incident to women, when with 
child, in /abour, and in their lying- in; and it 
were. much for the publick good, if ſome phy- 
ficians, as ſome ſurgeons do, made Midwifry 
their particular ftudy ; and by their acting in 
concert, women, in all the dangerous acci- 
dents that befal them in thoſe three ſtates, 
would be affiſted with much more efficacy. 
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S I tannot expect that the publick ſhould 
rely on the judgment that I make of La 
te, and as the neceſſity of bis being 
tranſlated into Engliſh might be called 2 
ſtion, was it done by my ſole choice, I think it 
neceſſary to acquaint them, that I undertook this 
work at the inſtigation, I might ſay, requef of 
a gentleman, whoſe judgment in matters relating 
to Miqwifry, cannot be called in queſtion ; a gen- 
tleman, who is not ſatisfied with being ſer vicea- 
ble to mankind by bis own labours, but with in- 
defatigable induſtry fludies to enable others to 
be as ſerviceable as himſelf, and communicates 
knowledge with ſurpriſing ingenuity : None need 
be informed that I mean Dr. Smellie, whoſe ex- 
cellent lectures diffuſe knowledge through all the 
different parts of this kingdom, and will ſoon 
: e to ceaſe og bog ger 1 
* of ſurgery, as it ceaſed being 

ſo in all the other branches of it. oF 
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thing uſeleſs retained. 


The loquacity of the French in converſation, 
alſo infecis their writings ; the very beft authors 
among them fall into ibis national fault; La 
Motte it not exempt from it, not to ſay more 
aulty than others; wherefore I have not ahways 
ſcrupulouſly kept to his manner of expreſſing him- 
ſelf, but have often taken the liberty of making 
his thoughts my own, and expreſſing myſelf my 
own ,way'z tireſome repetitions, and digre 
quite - foreign to the purpoſe I have entirely 
left out, as alſo ſome whole chapters, which 


0 an Engliſh Proteflant reader had been of 


no. fignificancy, being rather points, of caſuiſtry 
than Midwifry ; as where be gives the anſwer 
F tbe doctors of the Sorbonne to this queſtion ; 
Whether it is conſiſtent with the Chriſtian re- 
ligion to kill the child in bringing it into the 
world to ſave the mother's life, when both ot her- 


wiſe muſt infallibly periſh, which was anſwered 


by . thoſe doftors in the negative. I have alſo 


' bere and there joined two chapters into one, there 


being no real difference betwixt them, and wet it 
being neceſſary to keep them both in, on account 
of the caſes, and reflections upon thoſe caſes, 
which had ſomething in them not to be met with 
in any other part of the work; in fine, my whole 
aim has been to reduce the ſize of the book as 
much as poſhble, without leaving out one ſingle 
material thing to be learnt, Dr. Smellie did 
me the favour all along to compare the tranſla- 
tion with the original, and carefully examined 
that nothing uſeful might be left out, and no- 


J hope 
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I hope the reader will not examine with too . 


much fricne, the language I make uſe of ; my 
being brought up in Paris from my very youth, 
and not learning the Engliſh language but within 
theſe few years, conſtitute me a foreigner, tho 
born in the metropolis of this kingdom; in ſpite 
of all my endeavours a phraſe bere and there 
perhaps retain ſomething of the French air, tie in 
ax Engliſh dreſt; but if the true ſenſe of the 
author is underſtood, and that eafily (which I 
bope will be the caſe) the chief aim is fully at- 
tained. 


THE 


"IL 


(xv) 


CONTENTS 
BOOK I. 


CHAPTER I. 


Na 7 delivery i is, and bow many fartsof i it Pages I 
8 2. Of natural deliveries 


Ch. 3. 97 deliveries againſt nature : 

Ch. 4. Of barrenneſs and fruitfulneſs 0 
Ch. 5. Of conception | 15 
Ch. 6. Of Pregnancy, and bow many ſorts of it there 
are 22 
Ch. 7. Of the nature of bodies, which for the moſt 
part produce pregnancy againſt nature 23 
Ch. 8. Of a falfe pregnancy 36 
Ch. 9. Of true pregnancy 40 
3 Of pregnancy when there is more than one 
c 47 
Ch. 11. Of the infallible figns of pregnancy 50 


Ch. wy Of the menſtrual flux and its ſuppreſſion 56 
Ch. 13. Of the uſefulneſs of general remedies during 


2 59 
Ch. 14. Of ghlyfters during pregnancy _  _ 

Ch. 15. Of bleeding during pregnancy 62 
Ch. 16. Of purging 65 


Ch. 17. Nb vomitings which hepen 1s prepun 


Ch. 18. Of the repletion ca 


d by pregnancy, and 7 
erior extremities 75 


and difficulty of 
2? 


un 


xvi The CONTENTS, 


Ch. 20. Of the ſuppreſſion, diffculty, and frequency of 
mating water Page 83 
Ch. 21. Of the ſituation of the child in the uterus 89 
Ch. 22. The circumvolutions of the navel ſtring round 
different parts of the child, are proofs that it is not 
always in one and the ſame ſituation in the uterus 9 
Ch. 23. The pretended toppling which -bappens to — 
child at the ſeventh month is without foundation, and 
contrary to reaſon 94 
Ch. 24. Of the uſe of the membranes and waters 96 
Ch. 25. Of what: a ſurgeon ought to know 10 carry a 


woman ſafely through a natural delivery 101 
Ch. 26. Of the time of pregnancy 110 
Ch. 27. The term of nine months is not certain, but 
\ only the moſt frequent | 111 
Ch. 28. Pregnancy goes ſometimes beyond the term of 

nine months 113 


Ch. 29. Whatever part the child preſents, if it comes 
without help, the delivery ought to be called na- 
tural | 119 

Chap. 30. Of the extraction of the placenta, of tying 

_ the navel-ftring, of ſuperfluous parts, of the imperfo- 
rated anus, and of the penis without a duff 123 


Ch. 31. Of the choice of a nurſe 127 
Ch. 32. Whence the milk is formed, and bow it is car- 
ried to the breaſts 128 
Ch. 33. Of the choice of the milk | 130 
Ch. 34. Of the dyet and regimen of a lying-in wo- 
man. 133 
Ch. 35. Of driving back the milk 134 
Ch. 36. Of purging at the latter end of a lying-in 136 
Ch. 37. Of ſweating " 

"Os B O O K II. 

Ch. 1. Of the leſs natural delivery 143 

Ch. 2. What are the cauſes of the leſs natural delivery 
Ch. 3. 

* 
* 3 


4 py . 
*% . 
, K 1 
8 „ 
4 , 
b - - . * 
— * 4 
vv | . ; go 
N * * 
CL. LCD. * —_— 


The CONTENTS. xvii 


Ch. 3 The weakneſs of the mother, that of the chill, 


* 


or of beth togetler, do not always make the labour 


lingering Page 149 


Ch. 4. That the length and di 72 of labour does not 


proceed from a woman's never having had any cbil- 


dren before; that the firſt makes not way for the * 


and that the coccyx is no obſtacle | 
Ch. 5. Of the true cauſes of a lingering and 2 


labour 156 


Ch. 6. The child coming with the face upwards is bo 
a the cauſes of a leng and difficult delivery 162 


7. Of the face preſenting 4 
& 4 Of the ihroal*s preſenting 166 
Ch. 9. Of the circumvolutions of the naveliſiring round 
any part of the child*s body 169 
Ch. 10. Of the child*s having the ſhoulders tco large 17 7 
Ch. 11. Of the head beins 4 big 175 
Ch. 12. Which is the beſt fituation for a women in la- 
bour 176 
Ch. 13. That we ought not to take the falſe pains for a 
leſs natural delivery 180 
Ch. 14. Of the buttocks preſenting 184 
Ch. 15. Of miſcarriapes 185 


Ch. 16. Of miſcarriages through any external cauſe 193 
Ch. 17. That miſcarriages happen ſometimes without 
any evident cauſe 3 as alſo that women ſometimes 20 
their full time, toben there is all the reaſon imagina- 
ble to expect that they ſhould miſcarry 197 
Ch. 18. Of miſcarriage through raſh action: 202 
Ch. 19. Why ſeveral women miſcarry without any Loa 
nifeſt cauſe 


205 
Ch. 20. That labour pains are Yo" brought on by other 


pains 209 
Ch. 21. Of the pains which 2 delivery 211 
Ch. 22. Of lame and crooked women 2016 
Ch. 23. Of two children at à birth 223 
Ch. a. Of births <vhich may be ranked amomęſt the 


natural and leſ natural ones 700 229 


Ch. 28. 


wii The CONTENTS. 
Ch. 25. Of ihe remedies given to forward delivery 


Page 236 
Ch. 26. Of the little ſervice which gers do a woman 
in labour n 


Ch. 27. Of the uſe of ſome liquors given inwardly, and 
| of ſome topical applications 10 promote delivery 241 


BOOK III. 


. I, Of delivery againſt nature 247 

8. 2. Of the uſe of the crotchet in general 248 
Ch. 3. The hand not properly —_ is as dangerous as 
inſtrument 255 

Ch. 4. Of the flooding which Bappens to virgins 259 
Ch. 5. Of a flooding during pregnancy 264 
Ch. 6. Of tbe cauſes which binder delivery in a flood. 
2 * YT 

7. Of a flooding during labour 

=y 4 Of the flooding which is cauſed by the ks: 
preſſion of the menſtrua 278 
Ch. g. How to diſtinguiſh between the floodings that 

proceed from a mole or falſe conception, from a true 


pregnancy, or a ſimple ſuppreſſion of the menſes 280 


Ch. 10. Of Bleeding at the noſe 284 1 
Ch. 11. Of convulſions 287 8 
Ch. 12, Of tbe meconium 298 3B 
Ch. 13. Of the navel-flring*s preſenting 300 

Ch. 14. Of the placenta's coming out before the child 307 

Ch. 15. Of womiting 311 1 
Ch. 16. Of the bead of the child being too large, or | 

the paſſage too narrow 312 


Ch. 17. Of the head being locked in the paſſage 320 
Ch. 1 4 Of the child being flopped in the paſſage with 


the face upwards 324 Y 
Ch. 19. Of tbe fide of the head preſenting 328 
Ch, - Of the child*s preſenting direfily fade. 2 4 

A one ear above and the other below 331 
21. Of the child's being topped in the paſſage Gs 
5. bead is come aut 335 
22, Of jhe boch remaini in the uterus when wy 


6 


The CONTENTS. mutt 


bead bas been pulled off Page 337 
Ch. 23. Of the _ remaining in the uterus, when the 
bas been pulled away g 
9 25 Of the cbild's prefenting the bind part of 12 
8 ana upper part of the ſhoulders 343 
5. Of the round part of the ſhoulder preſenting 9s 
G. 26 Of the bands prefenting 
Ch. 27. Of the 74677 of fillets, and the danger 2 
is in —_— a _ . 349 
Ch. 28. Of be arm's preſenting 
Ch. 29. Of the cbild's preſenting the back or belly 364 


Ch. 30. Of the buttocks preſenting 366 
Ch. 31. Of the hips preſenting 369 
Ch. 32. Of. one or both knees preſenting 371 
Ch. 33. Of one or both feet preſenting © 373 


Ch. 34. Of the feet preſenting with the head, and of 
the feet, hands and head preſenting at once 374 
Ch. 35. Of the umbilical chord*s n with one 
or more parts of the child 381 
Ch. 36. Of the benefu that accrues to the mother 
being delivered of the ſecond child, when there are 
to; and that there is no neceſſity that @ woman 
ſhould be brought to bed before her time, when ſhe is 


big with two children 385 
Ch. 37. Of three births at a time 389 
Ch. 38. Of what is 10 be done before the os tincæ is 

72 dilated 390 

BOOK - Iv. 


Ch. 1. Deliveries of various kinds 395 
Ch. 2. Of the bad felt of the waters when they are 
either in too great or 100 ſmall à quantity 399 
Ch. 3. Of labours againſt nature, by the extreme big- 
neſs of the bead, 44 the child preſents right 402 
Ch. 4. Of the bead, hours, brps, ann 

3 of an extraordinary bigne 
. Of the mers S a 
. * the child fall partly into the abdo- 
men ; 410 
Ch. 6. 


xx. The CONTENTS. 
Ch. 6. Of delivering women with hernia*s Page 413 


Ch. 7. Of ſeveral particular caſes 422 
Ch. 8. Of two very different deliveries 427 
Ch. 9. Of. dropfical children = 
Ch. 10. Of the Cæſarean operation 435 


Ch. 11. Of ſeveral uncommon births 455 
Ch. 12. The reaſon why we cannot foreſee, that the 
navel-ftrmg will come down before the bead 461 


BOOK V. 


Ch. 1. Of the navel-flring being broke and the placenta 

Left in the uterus 465 
Ch. 2. Of the extraction of the membranes when 
left behind 476 
Ch. 3. Of the flooding which follows delivery 477 
Ch. 4. Of the contufions and lacerations which happen 

to the vagina and external parts of the uterus during 


labour 479 
Ch. 5. Of the lochia and their ſuppreſſion 483 
Ch. 6. Of the inflammation of the uterus 88 


Ch. 7. Of the care that is to be taken of the parts 


after delivery 491 
Ch. 8. Of the bandage which is uſed to new laid women 
| | 493 

Ch. 9. Of the procidentia uteri 495 
Ch. 10. Of the inverſion of the uterus and relaxation 
of the vagina 496 


Ch. 11. Of the ufe of Glyſters, during hing in 500 


Ch. 12. Of the flour albus ibid 

Ch. 13. Of the tumours which happen in the breaſt, groin, 
and other parts after being brought to bed 506 - 

Ch. 14. Of the cancer of the uterus 508 


Ch.'15. Of the pains which follow delivery 310 
Ch. 16. Of convulfions, vapours, and the hemorrhoids 514 
Ch. 17. How the navel-ftring is to be treated when tied 

too tight, or tore off 519 
The Supplement | 523 


A GENE- 


1 
4 


A GENERAL | 


TREATISE 


MIDWIFERY 


© * 
FROST” 


F. ” | — 


B 0 2 K 1 Tabs 


cravren K 
What Delivery is, and how many ſorts of it. 
B Delivery, is meant the coming forth of the 


child out of the mother's. womb; 
Of this there are three ſorts ; the natural, 
leſs natural, and that againſt nature. 

A natural Delivery is that where the child i is born 
at the end of nine months, with ſcarce any other 
help, but that of nature. | 
The leſs natural is that where there are 7 
obſtructions to the diſpoſition of nature to finiſh her 
work, which make the labour long and difficult; 
but theſe things admitting of redreſs, the labour 
goes on well afterwards. 

The Delivery againſt nature is that, where the 
woman cannot bring forth -_ help. 4 
| 0 


—— — 


NG” ů . ů QA — ———— — 


2 A general Treatiſe of MI DñPwWwIr RV. 

To give a notion of theſe three ſorts of Deliveries 
in particular, we muſt not only treat of what may 
happen during the woman's pregnancy, but alſo of 

her diſpoſition to become pregnant, and end with 

the accidents which happen during and after Delivery. 

T thought it right to begin by ſhowing the manner 

of helping women in natural Deliveries; then in 
thoſe which are againſt nature in general; as I 
have put in practice one or other of theſe Deliveries 

in all the different periods of pregnancy: then 1. 

ſnall come to the particulars which are the ſubject 


of this treatiſe. 
CHAP. II. 
Of natural Deliveries. 


HE time of pregnancy being compleated, 
+ - many ſigns make the woman ſenſible of the 


approach of labour ; the fubſtance of the after- 
birth, of the. waters, and the child, having reached 
to their utmoſt period, and the womb having 
acquired its utmoſt degree of extenſion, their weight 
are very uneaſy, making her belly bear down, and 
walking to be troubleſome ; there is an indolence 
in all her actions, a wearineſs in her legs and arms, 
and ſome ſlight pains about the loins. The child's 
head, which now bears downwards, preſſes the 
bladder by its bulk, and cauſes a frequent diſcharge 
of urine ; and at laſt a glairy humour which flows 
from the lower parts diſpoſe her for labour, its 
unctuous and lubrifying quality making the paſſage 
more foft and yielding, 
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OBsERvaTion I. 


The twenty- eighth of November, in the year 
1684, a merchant's wife of this town ſent for 
me to conſult me about all the complaints juſt 
now ſpecified, which ſhe had laboured under 
for ſome days. I affured her, that all theſe 
flight inconveniencies denoted Jabour to be near 
at hand. The pains increaſed at that inſtant. 
T touched her with a finger dipped in oil, and 
found the waters ready prepared, which being 
puſhed in great plenty before the head of the child, 
during the force of the pains, hindered me from 
the knowledge of its ſituation. I was forced to 
ſtay till the pain was off, when I touched the head 
thro* the membranes, which appeared very near, 
and all in ſuch a diſpoſition as to make us expect the 
child at the next pain. I made a ſort of ſlanting- 
bed near the fire, and cauſed her to lie down on 
her back ; a cloth in four-double was laid under 
her Joins, a hollow formed under the hips ; her 
knees were removed from one another, with her - 
heels drawn backwards, the feet reſting on ſome- 
thing ſolid ; a cloth was laid over her knees for a 
covering, and two women, one on each fide with 
one hand kept the knees aſunder, whilſt with the 
other they had hold of the cloth which was under 
the loins, to be ready to raiſe *em when requiſite. 
I ordered her, at the ſame time, to take hold of 
the ſides of the mattreſs with both hands, and to 
puſh downwards. The pains came on ſo briſkly, 
that I had but juſt time to take theſe precautions, 
and receive the child. The whole did not take up 
a quarter of an hour, | 
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'REFLEXI1TON. 


All the ſigns I gave at firſt being doubtful, foucb- 
ing alone, which is the introduction of the finger 
into the vagina, can aſſure us how things are, This 
way we are enabled to judge whether a real labour is 
at hand ; the Os internum being then dilated, and the 
waters prepared, filling the membranes extremely, 
and preſenting themſelves at the bottom of the va- 
gina; for when theie marks are not to be found, 
we may reſt aſſured that labour has no part in what- 
ever ſymptoms may be preſent. 

Tis in general to no purpoſe to touch the woman 
during her pains, to know the ſituation of the child, 
becauſe at that time the waters are puſhed down 
before it with ſo much force, and in fo great a 
quantity, that they hinder our information, which 
we can come at only when the pains are off, be- 
cauſe then the waters have quite a different ten- 
dency ; and inſtead of being puſhed down, as du- 
ring the pains, being forced down by the com- 
preſſion of the abdominal muſcles and diaphragm, 
theſe ſame parts recover their natural ſituation, 
and the waters return conſequently to their former 
ſtate ; and this alternate motion of precipitation 
and retrogradation i 1s continued till a pain happens 
ftrong enough to break the membranes, and dif- 
charge the waters ; then the ſurgeon may know 
exactly what part the child preſents. 

Oftentimes a woman, in a natural labour, is ſud- 
denly taken without being forewarned by any of 
the uſual ſigns. I have often been ſent for to wo- 
men, my very next neighbours, whom I have found 
delivered, notwithſtanding all the haſte I could make, 
and tho? ſent for at the very firſt pain, | 
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OBsERvVATION II. 


The ſeventh of December 1684, I was fetch'd to 
lay a lockſmith's wife, my very next neighbour; 
happening to be at my door, I immediately went 
in to her, but found her entirely delivered, the firſt 

ain not being followed by any more, nor pre- 
ceded by any ſigns which might have made us ex- 
pect what happened. There was nothing elſe for 
me to do, but to tie the navel-ſtring ; the woman 
took care of herſelf, going to bed without any other 
help, and found herſelf no more diſordered, than 
if ſhe had not lain in at all. 


REFLEXION. 


We ſee that wiſe and prudent nature, for the 
moſt part, does not require all thoſe pretended 
helps which a ſurgeon or midwife ſtrive to give, 
more out of ignorance or pride, than neceſſity: 
but tho* nature ought not to be diſturbed in her 
work, yet the preſence of ſurgeons or midwives is 
neceſſary, to be ready at hand, as their aſſiſtance 
may happen to be wanted. 


CHAP. IL 
Of Deliveries againſt nature. 


Delivery againſt nature is that which cannot be 
A accompliſhed without help. 

This is as hard and laborious, as the natura! is 
eaſy, and calls for all the ſkill and preſence of 
mind a ſurgeon is capable of. 

As the arm is the moſt evident part a child can 
preſent, and there is no ſituation which more 
plainly calls for the aſſiſtance of a ſurgeon ; this 

"My B 3 very 
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very caſe I will pitch upon to be the ſubject of this 
general a”, og The firſt thing I do here, is to 
inform myſelf as far as I can, whether the child be 
dead or alive, becauſe the precautions requiſite 
differ accordingly ; then I make up a little bed, or 
uſe the woman's uſual one, adjuſting it croſ-ways, 
or at the feet, after the ſame manner as in a natural 
Delivery, 

Now I ſtrip in my ſhirt, and tuck up my ſleeves; 
(the nails muſt be ſhort and ſmooth, and the hand 
dipped in oil, or beſmeared with freſh butter, for 


its eaſter introduction) then I puſh up the arm that 


preſented, if it can be done without much diffi- 
culty, otherwiſe I ſuffer it to be out, and ſlide my 


hand along it, to ſeek for the feet; I join them to- 


gether, and draw them down to the paſſage, and 
when the child's face is downwards, which is known 
by the heels being towards the mother's belly, I 
finith the Delivery. If the reverſe happens, in 
drawing down the feet and legs, I turn it gently 
as it comes forward, that it may be in a right ſitua- 
tion, when it is come forth at moſt as far as the 
loins ; for was it to advance with its face upwards, 
as far as the neck, it would then be very difficult 
to puſh it up, and by endeavouring to finiſh the 
Delivery in this bad fituation, the child would ſtick 
by the chin on the Os Pulis, and be in great dan- 
ger of having its body torn away from the head; 
if the child is too ſlippery, I wrap it up in a cloth, 
and draw it out as far as the arm-pits, and pull 
down the arms one after another. 

If the head makes any reſiſtance, as it often 
happens, I fide my hand flat-ways under the 
chin, and introduce my finger into the mouth; 
then draw gently, pulling at the ſame time with 
the other hand placed above the neck, acting with 


them alternately, but rather harder vith that? above 
the 


| 
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the neck, for fear of hurting the lower jaw. This 
way has always ſucceeded with me. 

As for the ſituation you ought to keep, an artiſt 
ſhould uſe that which he finds moſt convenient. 

»Tis uſeleſs for me to give you the qualities re- 
quiſite in a ſurgeon that practiſes Maduifiy. As for 
the ſmallneſs of the hand and length of the fingers, 
I am far from looking on them as neceſſary, having 
been intimately acquainted with the late Mr. Mingot, 
of the city of Caen, who was an excellent artiſt, not- 
withſtanding his large thick hand. 


OBSERVATION IIͤI. 


The twelfth of May 1684, I went to lay the wife 
of a ſtone-cutter, in the pariſh of Iveſot, half a league 
from this town, The child's arm was come out as 
far as the elbow ; I placed the woman 1n a proper 
ſituation at the bed's feet, flid my hand, dipt in oil, 
along the arm, then ſought for the feet, which I 
found pretty eaſily, and drew towards the paſſage, 
finding that the child's face Jay upwards, by the 

ſture of the toes; and being quite confirmed 
in this, as I drew it further down, I took its 
two legs, and with one turn of the hand, changed 
this dangerous ſituation into one of the moſt eaſy, 
by turning its face downwards, and then finiſhed 
the work preſently. After this I delivered her of 
the after-burthen, and both mother and child did 
very well, 


REFLEXION. 


Tho? this child's arm had been out above four 
hours when I came, as the midwife had not tried 
to finiſh the Delivery, but had ſuffered the woman 
to lie quiet without meddling with her, I found 


things in ſo lucky a ſituation, that I had not the 
N B 4 leaſt 
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leaſt trouble in finiſhing the work. Beſides, ſhe 
had no pains, which was one of the greateſt advan- 
tages I could wiſh for, becauſe, during the pains, 
it is almoſt impoſſible to introduce the hand into 
the Uterus, being continually hindered by the ſtrug- 
gles of the woman; and if we have introduced it, 
we are forced to draw it out, till the pains be over; 
for the compreſſion the hand ſuffers at that time, 
hinders it from acting, the action of the muſcles 


being ſpoiled by the preſſure upon the nerves. 


As ſoon as I had laid hold of the child's feet, I 
found they were not in a proper ſituation, but the 
waters being long come away, the womb was ſo 
contracted, and encloſed the child fo ſtrictly, that I 
was obliged to pull him down in that ſituation, 
which however J have many times changed, when 
F came before the waters were come away; becauſe 
at that time there is room enough for the ſurgeon 
ro move about the child as he pleaſes, J 


OBSERVATION IV. 


The ſeventeenth of January 1706, the ſame mid- 
wife ſent for me to the ſame town to lay a woman 
ſhe was with. I immediately went ; but notwith- 
ſtanding all the haſte I made, I did not come be- 
fore the child was dead; in truth, he was fo before 
the midwife ſent for me. I found this poor child, 
who at firſt had preſented the right arm, ticking 
by the chin upon the Os Pubis, the reſt of the body 
having come forward with all the eaſe imaginable, 
by the help of the midwife, who ſought for the 
feet; but having neglected the turn requiſite to 
place its face downwards, which happened to lay 
upwards, it died in this place, by the efforts ſhe 
untimely made to draw it away. The vertebræ 
of the neck were diſlocated in ſuch a manner, that 
the head held only by the muſcles and * 

whic 
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which made the finiſhing of this Delivery very dif- 
cult, but I ſucceeded — laſt. To this purpoſe I 
introduced my finger into the child's mouth, then 
gently puſhed back the head, and removed it far 
enough from the Os Pubis, to be able to turn it a 
little to one ſide, and by this means I finiſhed, the 
vor with more eaſe and ſucceſs than I durſt have 

ed at firſt, I took away theafter-birth, and 
cod how the woman ſhould be treated after- 
wards, which fo well agreed with her, that ſhe got 


yp in a fortnight in perfect health, 


REFLEXION, 


This midwife having ſeen me lay the firſt woman 
with ſo much eaſe, thought ſhe could do as much ; 
but omitting the turning, fell into this ſhocking 
accident. 

The after-burthen is generally very eaſy to looſen 
in Deliveries againſt nature. This happened ſo in 


. theſe two women. 


'Tis to no purpoſe to ſay any thing of the man- 
ner after which I treat a woman in the leſs natural 
Delivery, as this holds a medium between the natural, 
and that againſt nature. 

As I propoſed to ſpeak of the diſpoſition a wo- 
man has to become pregnant, and this diſpoſition 
is the effect of her fruiufulneſs ; this ſhall be the 
ſubject of the next chapter. 


CH AP. IN. 
Of Barrenneſs and Fruitfulneſs, 


HE cauſes of Fruitfulneſs are at the ſame time 
hinderances of Barrenneſs, which makes em 
to be ſo blended together, that it would be to no 


purpoſe to divide them; and without engaging 
myſelf 
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myſelf in the ſearch of all the cauſes of Barrenneſs, 
whoſe nice explanation would breed invincible diffi- 


culties, I'll keep to thoſe which bear the greateſt 
face of likelihood, which I reduce to five, v2, 


1. To the impotency of the man. 


2. To the irregular ſtate of the woman as to her 
menſes. 


3. To ſome defect of conformation. 


4. To the diſproportion of the genital parts be- 
tween both ſexes. 


5. To the different conſtitutions, 


1. By the impotency of the man is underſtood 
any cauſe which makes him incapable of the act of 
generation, which depends on the due erection of 
the viril member, its penetration, and emiſſion of 
the ſemen ; becauſe any. of theſe being wanting, the 
reſt ſignify nothing. | 


2. The irregular flowing of the men/es, is one 
of the chief cauſes of Barrenneſs. There are ſome 
women who have this flux almoſt continually upon 
them, whoſe womb is ſo enfeebled by it, as to be 
difabled to retain the ſemen ; in others it is entirely 
ſuppreſſed, whence they are cachectical, that hu- 
mour which ſhould be evacuated every month, circu- 
lating with the blood thro* the whole habit of body, 


3. Good ſenſe alone enables us to ſee that a defect 
of conformation is, while it laſts, an obſtacle to 
bearing children, 


4. Tis requiſite there ſhould be a juſt proportion 
between the parts of both ſexes z however, this 
cauſe is not ſo often met with, and is the eaſieſt 
to remedy, | 


5. Bar- 
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5. Barrenneſs depends ſo much on the difference 
of conſtitutions, that people of all ſtates and con- 
ditions experience it, who having never had any 
children without any apparent reaſon but the differ- 
ence of conſtitutions; and theſe conſtitutions hap- 
pening to change afterwards thro? age, or change 
of air or food, Fruitfulneſs may enſue. This may 
alſo happen in a ſecond marriage, when it did not 
in the firſt. 


OBSERVATION V, 


The twenty-ſecond of February 1687, a perſon 
came to me to know whether I could give him any 
remedy to enable him to conſummate his marriage, 
which he never yet could do, tho' he had been 
married for ſeveral years. His erection was im- 
perfect, and fo ſoon over, that his attempts were al- 
ways vain, which made him very diſagreeable to 
himſelf, and ſtill more fo to his wife. 

I adviſed him to a nouriſhing food, and a mode- 
rate ufe of wine, but rather in greater quantity 
than uſual ; to mix ſpices and ſallary with what he 
eat; and, in fine, every thing that could contri- 
bute to the increaſe of heat and ſpirits. Finding 
that a long uſe of this courſe made no alteration in 
him, I cauſed him to obſerve quite a contrary re- 
gimen, but all to no purpoſe. Nature could by 
no means be rouzed up, and this was the cauſe of 
the Barrenneſs of the woman. 


OBSERVATION VI. 


A young man, who had had ſeveral children by 
his wife, fell into a diſorder, which he conſulted me 
about in March 1694. For two years paſt, when- 
ever he was inclined to approach his wife, the 
emiſſion followed the erection fo faſt, that he had 

no 
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no ability to penetrate, This hindered hint from 
having children; and as he had but one left, was 
afraid of being left without any at all. 

I tried by cooling medicines, and an exact regi- 
men, to diminiſh that fire which ſeemed to reign in 
him, by-ordering him ptiſans with barley, roots of 
marſh-mallows and nenuphar, giving him draughts 
made up with the waters of nenuphar and plantain, 
crabs eyes, and ſyrup of nenuphar, ſome grains of 


the ſugar of lead, caſſia in whey, with the ſy rup of 


violets, rice in his ſoup, and boiled in milk, I ad- 
viſed him to drink no wine at his meals, or very 
little; to abſtain from ragoos, and all forts of ſpices. 
This courſe long kept to changed his condition, 
and nearly re-eſtabliſhed this defect of nature, not- 
withſtanding which his wife remains barren, tho? 
very young, and the remedies had reſtored to her 
huſband the power of penetration, 


REFLEXION. 


Art can ſometimes remedy the defects of nature; 
but in theſe two caſes all I tried proved uſeleſs. 


OBSERVATION VII. 


In May 1693, two women came to conſult me 
along with their huſbands, every one of *em having 
a great deſire to conſummate the marriage, but 
were hindered from 1t by the diſproportion of their 
genital parts. They came to me to know whether 
I could remedy this inconvenience, and procure 
*em the ſatisfaction they deſired. I examined em 
all, and finding no other obſtacle, but that the 
iword was too big for the ſcabbard, I adyiſed theſe 
women to dip their hands in oil, or to daub em 
with greaſe, then introduce two fingers into the 
vagina, with which opening it by degrees, they 
might 
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might make room for a third, and then for a 
fourth; that by this manner of dilating often re- 

ted, from which no inconvenience could ariſe, 
the bar would be removed, and the gates opened 
to the huſbandman to -plow his field, or the ſcab- 
bard enabled to receive the ſword; which hap- 
pened in a ſmall ſpace of time, and with ſo much 
ſucceſs, that both theſe women became pregnant, 
and gave me thanks for my advice. 


OBSERVATION VIII. 


June the ſeventh, 1699, a ſtrong and healthy 
young fellow found an obſtacle of the ſame nature, 
when he approached his wife for the firſt time; ſo 
that not being able to accompliſh his point, he fo 
often reiterated the attack, that at laſt he overcame 
all oppoſitions to the fulfilling his deſires: but it 
was not without paying dear for it, ſince he left 
the act with a Parapbymoſis, which cauſed him more 
pain afterwards, than his victory had procured him 
pleaſure, Three days after he came to me, very 
much dejected, his parts very much diſordered ; I 
cured him nevertheleſs without inciſion, and ad- 
viſed him, for fear of the like again, to open the 
paſſage after the fame manner | had adviſed the 
two other women. This was done, and all went well. 


OBSERVATION IX. 


In the month of November 1688, I was conſulted 
by two women, who never had any children, after 
feveral years marriage ; they were both very de- 
ſirous of having ſome. I aſked them whether na- 
ture was too prodigal, or too ſparing in the flow- 
ing of their menſes, and whether this happened re- 
gularly as to time, 2 „ 1 
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One told me, that nothing had appeared on her 
for ſeven years; the other, that they appeared 
every fortnight, and in ſuch an abundance; that 
they endangered her life, I ordered this laſt 
a very ſtrict regimen, reſt, and the forbearing any 
food that was apt to breed blood and ſpirits, and 
too much heat, as wine, and all fermented li- 
quors, as alſo violent exerciſe; the other, beſides 
a particular regimen and general remedies, the 
bath and mineral waters. They both became preg- 


nant ſome years after. 


OBSERVATION X. 


The wife of a merchant of this town, and that 
of a ſadler, had both children: the merchant died, 
as did alſo the ſadler's wife. The ſadler married 
the widow, they lived together twenty-five years 
without having any children; the ſadler being once 
more a widower, married a young woman, whom 
I have twice laid. | 

Two gentlemen of this town married each of 
them a young lady, who both had children. The 
huſband of one, and the wife of the other happen- 
ing to die, a ſecond marriage was made between 
the two ſurvivors ; the eldeſt of the two had not 
attained twenty-five, notwithſtanding which they 
have had no children during twenty-five years they 
have lived together, and in all likelihood will ne- 
ver have any : I fay in all likelihood, upon the ac- 
count of their age ; for otherwiſe I durſt not ſpeak. 
ſo poſitively upon this article, eſpecially of people 
that had proved their ability; becauſe the great 
heat of youth is as great a hinderance to Fruitful- 
neſs, as age itſelf : which is plain, from the num- 
ber of women I have lain for the firſt time after 
eight, ten, twelve, and eighteen years of marriage ; 


as alſo others, who having had a child or two before 
8 5 they 
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they were five and twenty, have never had any 
ſince, tho” they as well as their huſbands enjoy'd a 
perfect ſtate of health. 


REF LEXION. 


Theſe obſervations prove beyond diſpute the 
effect of different conſtitutions, and ſhow us alſo, 
that we ought not to cry out too much about the 
Fruitfulneſs of forme young women, for a child or 
two they happen to have in the firſt years of matri- 
mony, nor judge a woman barren before ſhe has 
attained a certain age; after which generation is all 
over, which is the time when the terms ceaſe to 
flow, however without being able to fix a natural 
time to this ſuppreſſion; having ſeen this evacuation 
ceaſe in ſome at the years of way” hag" whilſt in 
others it has remained regular to fifty-four, 

Conception being the effect of Fruitfulneſs, we will 
firſt treat of it, before we come to Pregnancy. _ - 


CHAP. V. 
Of Conception. 


O treat this matter properly after ſo many 
great men“ that have diſplay*d their learning 

about it, not being able to advance any thing new, 
I ſhould be able to determine which of the three 
following cauſes carry the greateſt face of probabi- 
lity : that is, whether it is the mere act of the Nerus, 
In which are received the ſeeds of the man and 
woman, or the egg made prolific by the ſeed of 
the man unravelled in the womb; or at laſt, whe- 
ther it be one of the worms of which the /emen of 
the man is imagined by ſome to be compoſed ; 
which ſemen being received in the womb, and creep- 
ing 


Ariſſotle, Hippocrates, Harvey, and Mr: Anari. 
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ing upon the ſurface of that ripe egg, which is 


come down from the ovary, the worm hear lun 


finds out the entrance of that egg, and having lain 
himſelf ſnug in it, hinders any other worm from 
coming in, by the means of the valve which 1s-. 

placed at the very opening, which he cloſes uß 


with his tail with a ſurpriſing ſagacity. 


Theſe things being mere hypotheſes, which tho? 
never ſo likely at firſt, only hold for a time, making 
way for ſomething new, which will alfo have its pe- 


riod, I will leave them to be diſcuſſed by the illuſtrious 


members of the Academy of Sciences, whoſe penetra- 
ting genius and deep learning are alone able to 


_ reſolve theſe queſtions. 


Harvey and Kerkerin, who were of the ſame opinion 


as to the formation of the Fætus, by the means of 
the egg, diſagree entirely in their manner of ex- 


plaining this, and both fall into evident errors. 


Mr. Audri's account by the means of the worm 


is very ingenious, but liable to many difficulties. 
He advances, that this worm will ſometimes re- 
main four months in the womb, without N at 
the end of which it will enter into an egg; which 
is the cauſe why ſome women may have a child 
after having been thirteen months away from their 
huſbands, without having play*d falſe to them. 
But before a worm could live fo long in the womb, 
he muſt take from it its heat and moiſture, which 
are the chief cauſes of corruption. 

When I ſaid heretofore, that the time of a wo- 
man's going with child was nine months, I did not 
mean that ſhe never went beyond that; but the ob- 


ſervations I bring, prove that thoſe women that went 
beyond that time, were big with child in the very 
firſt month, which they might have learnt by the 
* motions of the child, which begins to be felt from 


the fortieth day to the fourth or fifth month. A 
child may take more or leſs nouriſhment in the 
"I "Py 1 mother's 
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mother's belly ; and one may not be better able to 
be born at thirteen months end, for having taken 
too little, than another at the end of nine, that 
has taken more ; as alſo one may be as ſtrong at 
ſeven; as another at nine. The example of a child, 
who upon the account of a bad nurſe is not ſtronger 
when a year old, than another who is but three of | 
four months, but has had a good nurſe; ſeems to 
prove what I advance; | | 

Mauricean has gathered about this head all that 
the moſt ancient and moſt famous authors have ever 
ſaid, and his account agrees the beſt with reaſon. 
and experience; but notwithſtanding this, it is liable 
to ſome difficulties * for to have the union of the 
two ſeeds made in the womb, it is requiſite the way 
ſhould be free and open; that the ſeed of the man 
ſhould be carried there; and tho? the introduction 
of the viril member, the emiſſion and reception of 
the ſeed be things eſſential to generation, there have 
been women got with child without this introduc- 
tion, by the mere emiſſion at the entrance of the 
Vulva, where the ſeed of the man has nevertheleſs 
entered the womb, which was come nearer to 
receive it : this happens by the wonderful mo- 
tion this part is affected with when the woman's 
imagination is ſtrongly worked on by the deſire of 
copulation. | 

This is an undeniable truth, atteſted by Meſſrs. 
Pigray, Peu, Mauriceau, and ſeveral others; but 
none of them ever met with women got with child, 
az I have done, tho* they had an adheſion in the 
vagina, which left no diſcoverable paſſage in it; 
this had been occaſioned by a difficult labour 
which had left a cicatrice after it; notwith- 
ſtanding this theſe women became pregnant. I 
have lain many in theſe circumſtances, as you will ſee 
in my obſervations, where I bring the moſt plauſible 


reaſons I could think of to explain after what man- 
5 C ner 
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ner sn was enſued: from hence we may 

ſee, that it is not abſolutely required that the whole 
ſeed ſhould be carried to the womb, ſince all thoſe 
that are of that opinion, ſuppoſe the way free for 
its reception into the Nerus, which, after a wonder- 
ful manner, comes forward, or draws back, dilates 

or contracts itſelf, to anſwer the intention of na- 
ture; but theſe qualities cannot be attributed to a 
cicatrice, which having in its compoſition neither 
fibres nor nerves, is conſequently void of ſenſe and 
motion; therefore we muſt conclude that the moſt 
ſpirituous part of the ſeed found means to penetrate 
into the womb, there to mix with that of the wo- 
man, by ſome openings which haye eſcaped my 
knowledge; and that there are ſome paſſages, is 
paſt doubt, the carrſes flowing regularly every 
month. 

It will, perhaps, be objected to me, that I relate 
in many obſervations my having delivered women 
of children not bigger than bees, hornets, daws, 
and flead mice, with a quantity of water anſwerable 
to the bigneſs of theſe Fætus's or Embry''s, wrapp*d 
up in membranes, ſome of the bigneſs of hen's 
eggs, ſome as big as thoſe of turkies, ſuch as they are 
found in theſe volatiles, before they have any ſhells; 
that all theſe obſervations are ſo many proofs of 
theſe generations happening by the means of little 
eggs, which have grown bigger, according to the 
time they have lain in the womb, nothing being 
eaſier to conceive, by what we fee every day i in vo- 
latiles, and eſpecially hens; which is a very familiar 
compariſon, every body knowing that their eggs, 
very ſmall at firſt, grow larger as they come nearer 
to their perfection, and at laſt become entirely like 
thoſe which are found in women, in proportion as 
the child contained within the egg takes its growth. 
But I anſwer, that if any thing can be proved from. 
this way of reaſoning, it 1s rather in fayour of a 

mixture 7 
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mixture of ſeeds, than in favour of an egg. Fot 
there is room to believe, that theſe ſeeds being once 
received, the membranous body, which has the 
_— of an egg given to it, is formed after 
the ſame manner as the qyſtis of a wen; with this 
difference, that one may much eaſier happen than 


the other, the womb having a void ſpace con- 


raining much heat, which receiving the feed, 
ferves in a manner as a mould to this membranous 
body, which makes the appearance of an egg: 
beſides, the nearer the egg draws to its perfec- 
tion, the leſs connected it is to the body of the 
hen : the wen on the contrary is more and 
more connected to the part where it firſt took 
irs riſe, by one or more veſſels, which in the be- 
ginning are ſmall, but enlarge as that grows bigger, 
as this pretended egg doth in the bottom of the 
Uterus, where it is connected after the ſame man- 
ner, and whoſe connection becomes more conſider- 
able, as it increaſes ; which is proved by the loſs 
of blood which follows its ſeparation, which is more 
or leſs violent according to the cauſe that produces 
it: beſides, is there any thing more like an egg 
without a ſhell, than a wen? thoſe which are formed 
on the head are ſufficient to prove what I ſay: which, 
as well as thoſe which grow on any other part of the 
body, are all contained in a cyſts or membranous 
body, after the ſame manner as a child is in its 
membranes, from the day it is conceived, to that in 
which it comes to its perfection; and yet no body 
ever ſaid that wens were produced by an egg, tho? 
they have the figure of one: and tho? their ſtructure 
and compoſition ſeems very inſignificant, it will be 
found no leſs hard to explain, than the Conception of 
the' Frtus by tlie means of the egg. The two ſeeds 
mixed, and received in a convenient place, are 
proper materials to form that which they are de- 
ſigned to form by nature; whereas a wen has nei- 
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ther place nor matter aſſigned to it by nature, 
but is formed by meer chance, and yet may be 
found in any part of the body, there fixing its 
feat, receiving nouriſhment, forming its mem- 
branes, and increaſing till it be interrupted in its 
action, as I propoſe to ſhow in ſome chirurgical caſes, 
what I have ſaid here has been only on occaſion 
of the reſemblance I find between this and the for- 
mation of the body of the Fætus, ſince nothing 
comes nearer to true Conception than the falſe, and 
there is leſs difference between a wen and falſe Con- 
ception, than between a falſe Conception and a true one, 

What perſuades me till more that Conception re- 
ſults from the mixture of the two ſeeds, without 
however its being requiſite that the whole of the 
ſeed of the man ſhould enter the womb 1s, that 
by this ſame reaſon a woman may conceive a ſecond 
or third child ſome days after the firſt ; becauſe at 
this time the Uterus is not yet fo exactly cloſed, but 
that the moſt ſpirituous part may be received. This 
1s as poſſible as two or three being got at once. 
All theſe different opinions ſhow how difficult it is 
to ſay any thing certain about the generation and 
formation of the Fætus: however, it is ſtil] harder 
to determine when the ſoul is infuſed into it. Mau- 
riceau is of opinion, that the ſoul animates the body 
of the Falus from the very firſt day, the Fztus it- 
ſelf being entirely formed at that time, the parti- 
cles of the two ſeeds, immediately after their re- 
ception, being agitated by an inteſtine motion, the 
moſt noble center themſelves in the midſt of their 
liquid maſs to form the little Embryo in a point, 
which at this time is no bigger than a millet-ſeed. 
But notwithſtanding this, the ſame author, in ano- 
ther place, ſpeaks as if he was quite of another 
opinion, 

Does any thing clear up this matter more than 


what is ſaid in the ſecond chapter of Geng, at the 
ſeventh 
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ſeventh verſe ? that the Lord God formed man of the 
duſt of the ground, and breathed into bis noſtrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living ſoul, Which 
may be underſtood of all men in general, who in 
the room of the duſt of the ground are engendered 
out of the two ſeeds, and at that inſtant the Lord 


| breathes life into them, and they become living 


ſouls. This agrees with the myſteries of our faith, 
and ſhow that the ſoul, inſtead of being the archi- 
tet of its habitation, as Hippocrates and Tertullian 
would have it, is only received into it after its for- 
mation. 

There are ſome phyſicians who imagine, that 
the child is not alive before the woman feels it 
move, which to ſome do not happen before the 
fifth month. This principle often makes them act 
with too much boldneſs. 


* 


OBSERVATION XI. 


The eighteenth of February 1699, I was ſent for 
to a Jady ten miles diſtant, who was very ill, and 
between three and four months gone with child. I 
found there two phyſicians. ſent for to the ſame 
purpoſe ; one of them, tho? in great repute, had 
nothing to recommend him but a ſet prattle : I 
found that he took it upon the high ſtrain, and 
boldly ordered remedies ſomewhat violent, truſting 
that the woman being only three months gone with 
child, there was nothing to fear on that account; 
which would be otherwiſe, if they ſtayed longer, 
becauſe then the child would be alive, which would 
hinder the uſe of theſe remedies, for fear of cauſing 
abortian, and deſtroying a living ſoul, 

The other phyſician, who was much more know- 
ing than the ry durſt not aſſert, without fear of 
reprehenſion, that a child three months old was 
alive; but I, who was till more convinced of this 

; C 3 truth, 
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truth by numbers of experiments, defended my 
cauſe ſo ſtoutly, and with ſuch ſtrong reaſons, that 
J quite ſilenced him; and he conſented that this 
lady ſhould take whatever ſhe had a mind to, du- 
ring the reſt of her Pregnancy, in hapes that 
things might alter as ſhe drew nearer her time, 
which really came to paſs. | 
J was deſired to attend this lady at the time it 
was thought ſhe ſhould want me ; but ſhe laid in of 
a healthy child three weeks ſooner than ſhe ex- 
peed, without my help, and with all the eaſe 
imaginable. She was conſequently gone more than 
four months, when ſhe thought it was but three and 
an half at moſt ; which would not have hindered 


this phyſician from haſtening the Delivery. 


I would not have treated on this ſubject, if I had 
not thought it neceſſary to the giving a juſt idea of 
Pregnancy, which wholly reſults from it. So that 
by Conception you are to underſtand, the mixture of 
the two ſeeds, the unravelling of the egg, or in 
fine, the effect of the worm in the womb, whence 
generation enſues, which is the beginning of 


Pregnancy. 
CHAP. VI. 
Of Pregnancy, and bot many forts of it there are. 


HERE are three forts of Pregnancies; the 
natural, that againſt nature, and the falſe, 
The natural, is that where the woman is big with 
one or more children: that againſt nature, where 


there is nothing engendered but a ſhapeleſs. maſs, 


as a falſe Conception, Mole, waters, wind, or any other 
foreign bodies : the falſe, is when the woman fan- 
cies, herſelf to be with child, and is not ſo, The? 
theſe three ſorts of Pregnancies are very like one 
another in their beginnings, yet a long experience 

| enables 


* "as. = 
2 


A general Treatiſe of MIDUWIT RTT. 23 
enables us to diſtinguiſh them from one another, 
but not ſo certainly, but that the moſt knowing 
phyſicians and ſurgeons have often fallen into errors 
with reſpect to them, which have given them oc- 
caſion to. repent. | 


CHAP. VII. 


Of the nuture of bodies, which for the moſt part 
produce Pregnancy againſt nature. 


S the beſt wheat ſown in the earth ſometimes 
produces a bad corn, if the foil is not in a 
proper condition ; in the fame manner the ſeed of 
the man, tho? never ſo well conditioned, being re- 
ceived in a womb diſordered from ſome caule or 
other, a bad generation will enſue; ſuch as falſe * 
Conceptions or Moles, between which there is no ma- 
terial difference, or winds, or waters. PL 
The ſigns that ſhow that a wornan is big with a 
falſe Conception, are the ſame with thoſe that hap- 
pen to a woman that is really big with child, as 
ſuppreſſion of the terms, loathings, nauſeas, vomit- 
ings, a defire of unuſual out-of-the-way things, wea- 
rineſs with pains in the thighs and legs, and about 
the loins, ſwellings and pain of the breaſts ; there 
being no other difference between them, but that the 
belly of a woman really with child, flattens to the 
end of the ſecond month; whereas that of the other 
begins from the very firſt day to ſwell up exceed- 
ingly to the ſecond or third month, which is the 
time when women generally get rid of theſe falſe 
Conceptions, A longer ſtay of them often becomes 
fatal to the woman, who cannot be then delivered 
of them without a conſiderable loſs of blood; ſome- 
times ſo violent as to bring on death. | 
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OBSERVATION XII. 


The counteſs o. being about two months 
gone with child, without minding the condition ſhe 
was in, engaged in a hunting match, with ſeveral 

entlemen and ladies; at her return ſhe was 
taken with a ſlight loſs of blood, which increaſed 
ſo as to endanger her life. I was ſent for in haſte, 
found the illneſs ſomewhat abated, and the lady, 
tho* very young, in very good heart ; z who told 
me, ſhe was about two months and an half gone of 
her time, and that it was a Mole. Surprized to hear 
1 young a woman ſpeak to me in this manner, I 
ſked her what it was that inclined her to believe 
= ? She anſwered, that the ſame thing had hap- 
pened to her in her firſt Pregnancy in the ſecand 
month, when after a very violent Joſs of blocd, ſhe 
got rid of it ; ſhe then was very big, as ſhe found 
herſelf now ; but afterwards being big with a real 
child, her belly had diminiſhed for the two firſt 
moaths'; ; which made her certain that ſhe was now 
big with a Mele. 

1 told this lady that, indeed, we had no ſurer 
mark to diſtinguiſh theſe two forts of Preguancies, 
than what ſhe had related; but, that as it was very 
caly to be miſtaken, it would be adviſeable to lay 
quiet and keep her bed ; which ſhe conſented to. 
I would have bled her, but ſhe would not admit 
of it thro? fear. 

This loſs of blood kept leſſening in ſuch a man- 
ner, that after three days ſtay I made with her, I 
took my leave and returned home, Two days 
after, the pains returned afreſh, and put the pa- 
tient to great torment, without the loſs of blood 
changing the ſtate I had left it in, which was, as | 
laid, of no conſequence z I was fetch'd in as great 
« hurry as the firſt time: but being gone another 


Way; 
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way, at fix leagues diſtance from this patient's | 
houſe, with all the haſte I made, I came half an 
hour after ſhe had been delivered of a Mole. The 

ins and loſs of blood went off, notwithſtanding 
which ſhe had a bad night, and was as ill for 
eight days, as if it had been a real lying-in ; after 
this ſhe recovered, by the attendance I gave her to 
the end of her cure. 


REFLEXION,. 


This hunting match, which would have been 
very prejudicial to this lady, if ſhe had really been 
with child, was of ſervice to her in her condition, 
as it cauſed the looſening of that foreign body. If 
the loſs of blood had been as violent this ſecond 
time as the firſt, and I had been as long coming 
to her, in all likelihood, ſhe would have ſunk vn- 
der it. But it ſeems as if the greateſt part of this 
falſe Conception had been looſened at Eſt; it be- 
ing on account of this looſening, that the veſſels 
being opened, furniſh this loſs of blood, and do 
not cloſe till the Nerus has entirely rid itſelf of it, 
as you may eaſily judge here by the ſlight diſcharge 
of blood which remained till the pains looſened it 
entirely, and helped nature to throw it off; this is 
of great ſervice : becauſe the moiſture cauſed by 
the loſs of blood, produces much the ſame effect 
that the waters do in a natural Delivery, by making 
the Os internum ſuſceptible of a proper dilatation ; 
either to diſcharge the falſe Conception by the help 
of the pains, when the loſs of blood is inconſider- 
able, as in this caſe ; or by the help of the ſur- 
geon, when it is to any degree. 

A falſe Conception has neither membranes, waters, 
nor after-burthen, doing - itſelf the office of this, 
being in the ſame manner connected to the womb, 


whence it draws its nouriſhment by the means of the 
| veſſels; 
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veſſels : ſo that when it is once come out, there is 
nothing_more to fear. 


OBSERVATION XIII. 


The wife of an officer of this town, whom I had 
laid four times, being big for the fifth time, and 
three months gone, found herſelf taken with ſharp 
pains, accompanied with ſome ſmall loſs of blood; 
whereupon ſhe ſent for me the fifteenth of Novew- 
ber 1698. She ſaid, that being now but three 
months gone, ſhe found herſelt bigger than ſhe 
uſed to be at five; that ſhe had been much more 
indiſpoſed than in her former Pregnancies ; and that 
ſhe actually felt now pains of the nature of labour 
pains, accompanied with fome ſmall loſs of blood, 
the conſequence of which ſhe much feared. I 
judged by this relation, and the ſtate ſhe was then 
in, that a falſe Conception was the cauſe of her diſor- 
der. I touch*d her, and found the Os internum 
open enough to ſuffer the blood to come away, but 
not to introduce my finger; which made me pal- 
liate; there being nothing that required me to be- 
have otherwiſe. There ſoon came on pains ſtrong 
enough to expel this falſe' Conception, which was of 
the bigneſs of a ſmall hen's egg. The loſs of blood 
and pains went off immediately, and the woman 
was almoſt quite well that very day. 


REFLEXION. 


We ſee that the accidents attending a falſe Con- 
ception, are much worſe than thoſe of the true one; 
as alfo, that women generally get rid of it in the 
ſecond or third month, often without any other 
help than that of nature; but never witliout loſs of 
blood more or leſs, according to the quantity and 
Noon of the veſſels which connect it to = womb, 
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OBSERVATION XIV. 


The twenty-feventh of July, I was ſent for in a 


hurry to the pariſh of Yarefille, four leagues diſtant 


from where I live, to help a lady whom I had de- 
livered ſeveral times, and who. was a dying by a 


flooding. When I came, I found her ſo weak- - 


ened by the great quantity of blood ſhe had loſt, 
that her life was in imminent danger. She told 
me, ſhe thought herſelf two months and an half 
gone with child ; that ſhe had been much more 


out of order than in the beginning of her other 


child-bearings; and that ſhe was bigger now than 
ſhe uſed to be at the end of five months, which 
made me judge it to be a falſe Conception. The 
midwife that was preſent. would fain perfuade me, 
that ſhe was rid of it, and that nothing more re- 
mained behind, ſhowing me two of thoſe pretend- 
ed falſe Conceptions, which were nothing but two 
clods of blood ſhe had carefully ſaved ; Which, in- 
deed, had ſome reſemblance of it, but a 

very different in the examination I made of them. 
I placed the lady on her bed, and introduced my 
finger into the vagina, where I found a ſoft ſub- 
ſtance which occupied the mouth of the womb, 
which was dilated: enough to admit of the intro- 
duction: of the firſt finger; but this not being ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer my intention, I joined a. ſecond to 
it, with difficulty, between which I griped this lit- 
tle ſubſtance, and drew it away whole. The blood 


ſtopped immediately, and the lady being very 


young, ſaon gat perfectly well. 


REFLEXION, 
One muſt be careful not to miſtake theſe clods 


of blood, which being waſhed. by the ang 
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fities which flow from the womb, harden in the 


vagina or womb itſelf, and look exactly like falſe 
Concepiions; tho? opening them will hardly remove 
your doubts, but only a long experience, which will 
alſo teach you, that whilſt there is a flooding, the 
foreign body is not removed; or even, was a falſe 
Conception to come away, as long as the flooding 
continues, it is a ſign it is come away but in part, 
or that there is another behind, 


OBSERVATION XV, 


A regiſter's wife of this town, whom I had laid 
ſeveral times, deſired me to come to ſee her, the 
thirteenth of Auguſt 1686. She told me that ſhe 
ſuſpected herſelf with child, but was not quite 
aſſured of it, becauſe her terms had come down 
twice in {ix weeks, tho' in leſs quantity than uſual, 
whence ſhe had received many inconveniencies ſhe 
was not ſubject to, her belly being alſo bigger 
than it uſed to be at the end of the fifth month at 
other times, which was not poſſible, as it was but 
four months ſince ſhe had laid in ; but that her 
menſes, which came down plentifully ſince the day 
before, gave her hopes ſhe ſhould be freed of all 
theſe diſorders in a little while. Seeing nothing in 
that diſcourſe that appeared urging, I left it to time 
to make out this woman's doubts, having nothing 
on which I could ground any certain judgment. 
Two days after, the huſband fetch'd me to his 
wife, who was very ill; having reflected upon what 
ſhe had told me, and examined her, I found that 
this pretended flux of her menſes was a real flood- 


ing, which even threw her into faintings. I made 


no doubt but that a falſe Conception cauſed the whole 


miſchief. I placed her as the lady I juſt ſpoke of, 


and drew- away, after the ſame manner, a falſe 
Conception, well-conditioned to all appearance: I 
N thought 
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thought my work was at end; when on the con- 
trary, the flooding increaſed, which obliged me to 
introduce my fingers further on, to draw away ano- 
ther falſe Conception, or the remainder of the firſt, 
which I looſened little by little, from the ſides of 
the womb, and drew it out as the other: I touch'd 
her again, to ſee if the womb was clear; after 
which, I made no doubt but that the flooding 
would ſtop, as it really happened; and the woman 
did well. | 


REFLEXION. 


Whenever the flooding does not ſtop, or at leaſt 
diminiſh conſiderably, you may reſt aſſured that 
there is ſomething more for you to do. 

This confirms the opinion of the ancients, who 
maintained, that the flooding could . not ceaſe 
whilſt there was any foreign body in the womb, 
becauſe this hindered its contraction, and conſe- 
quently kept the mouth of the veſſels open. 


OBSERVATION XVI. 


The wife of a worker in iron deſired me, the 
ſeventh of March 1692, to come and fee her. I 
found her almoſt without any pulſe, and ſo weak, 
that ſhe was hardly able to tell me that ſhe thought 
herſelf between five and ſix months gone with 
child, and that for eighteen days paſt ſhe had ſuf- 


. fered a continual loſs of blood, which was but ſlight | 


at firſt, but became very violent afterwards, and 
that when ſhe thought all was right, nothing but 
reddiſh ſereſties coming away, ſhe notwithſtanding 
grew worſe every day, neither did ſhe think herſelf 
ſtrong enough to go thro? with labour, if it ſhould 
come on, as ſhe apprehended it would, from the 
pains ſhe had felt ever ſince the day before. I 
| weighed 
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weighed every thing ſhe faid ; examined thoſe 
reddiſh ſeroſties which ſeemed to come from ſome 
clod of blood in the Nerus, or to be thoſe waters 
which flow two or three days after the true waters 

of the child, and which often declare its death 
and touching her, to inform myſelf of the cauſe of 
this accident, ſhe fainted away : but this did not 
hinder me from finding that ſome foreign body, 
ſuch as a Mole, or ſomething of this nature, pro- 
duced theſe accidents, without true Pregnancy having 
any ſhare in it. The miſerable condition this wo- 
man was in, did not allow me to do any thin 
more, leaſt ſhe ſhould expire in the operation. ' 
had the ſacraments adminiftred to her, and gave 
her things to reſtore her ſtrength ; after which I 
delivered her of a foreign body, as big as my two 
fifts, compoſed of an infinite number of veſicles, 
tied to one another by membranes, and which held 
together as the ſpawn of frogs. She at firſt found 
herfelf much relieved ; notwithſtanding which, the 
died ten or twelve hours after. 


REFLEXION. 


Had this woman ſent for me in time, her life 
might have been ſaved, as is evidently proved from 
the eaſineſs I found in delivering her of this foreign 
body, tho? it had made ſo long a ſtay in the womb z. 
for when there is a flooding and pains, tho* never 
ſo ſmall; they contribute very much to the dilata- 
tion of the mouth of the womb. 

If any body object to me, that there is a great 
difference between a Mole and a falſe Conception, let 
him make his choice between this and the forego- 
ing obſervations, he will find both ſorts: for my 
part, F make no difference between them, their 
ſhorter or longer ſtay in the womb being the only 


thing which cauſes different names to be given 2 
ey 
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they being nene by the ſame cauſe, and 
nature being delivered of 'em after the ſame 
manner. | "24% 

Now we come to thoſe big bellies which contain 
nothing but wind or water, uſually called dropfies of 
the womb. | ” 


OBSERVATION: XVII. 


The fourteenth of November 1684, a country 
lady, five or ſix leagues off this town, finding her- 
ſelf very much troubled with vapours, imaginin 
herſelfa breeding from the month of September, defir*d 
me to come and ſee her, to conſult me about theſe 
complaints, and learn at what time ſhe might ex- 
pect being brought to- bed, that I might attend her 
in time. I adviſed her to be let blood, and to take 
ſome of the pulp of caſſia with manna, which fuc- 
ceeded very well. The time of being aſſured of 
her being pregnant by the motion of the child was 
drawing near. Six weeks paſſed without any ap- 
pearance of thoſe ſo much wiſhed after aſſurances; 
whereupon I was conſulted once more. I laid her 
on her back, with the knees raiſed, and found her 
belly very large, and equally ſoft every where, 
without any difference between the inferior and ſu- 
perior part; whence I began to ſuſpe& her being 
with child. Six weeks more being elapſed, with- 
out the lady perceiving any thing further, once 
more deſired my opinion, -being very uneaſy about 
it. Having made a thorough examination, and 
conſidering the figure, and equal ſoftneſs of her 
belly, and her not having felt the child move, tho? 
in the ſeventh month, her face being pale and 
much ſhrunk ; I aſſured her, that it was my opi- 
nion ſhe was not with child; neither had ſhe 
the dropſy of the belly, becauſe, being laid on her 
back, no fluctuation was felt by one hand laid = 

| e 
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the belly, whilſt I ſtruck the oppoſite ſide with the 
other; that I knew of nothing better, than to re- 
peat the potion ſhe had taken before, which had 
agreed very well with her, in hopes that nature 
might be helped thereby to diſengage itſelf of what 
was burthenſome to it. But fo diſagreeable news, 
which made her apprehend the never having any 
children afterwards, made her have recourſe ſome- 
where elſe, where my opinion was diſapproved ; 
but a month after, the lady finding herſelf very ill, 
ſent for me with ſpeed. I found her with flight 
pains, and ſome waters coming away. I adviſed a 
glyſter, which proved ſo effectual, and the orifice 
of the womb yielded fo eaſily to dilatation, by the 
long ſtay of the waters it was ſoaked with, that 
they poured down at laſt in ſuch quantities, that 
the lady found herſelf delivered ſafely of this ex- 
traordinary big belly, and did fo well afterwards, 
that a month after ſhe really became big with a 
fine daughter, of which I laid her nine months 
after: which occaſioned people to ſay, that ſhe 
went eighteen or nineteen months with her. 


REFLEXION. 


This was really a dropfy of the womb, as one might 
have gueſs'd by the extent this part occupied, and 
by its ſoftneſs, which emptied itſelf at firtt little by 
little, but came all away at once, as ſoon as the 
waters had ſufficiently dilated the mouth of the 
womb. 

As for any body going eighteen or nineteen 
months with child, there is no ſuch thing, not- 
withſtanding what ſome phyſicians of Caen have 
ſaid for it in favour of a widow lady, who was faid 
to be with child eighteen or nineteen months after 
her huſband's death. 
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OBSERVATION XVIII. 


March the twenty-fifth 1704, I was fent for, 
eight leagues from this town, to ſee a lady who 
had ſuffered a loſs of blood for eight or ten days, 
and who thought herſelf about three months gone 
with child. I found her with a moderate flooding, 
She told me, that for the four firſt days of this ac- 


- cident's appearing, every thing was ſo like the 


uſual flowing of her menſes, that ſhe gave over 
thinking herſelf with child ; but that very ſharp 
pains having ſeized her, ſhe on a ſudden voided 
a great quantity of a very clear water, as had ha 
pened in her former labour, after which her pains 
had diminiſhed, without, however, going off en- 
tirely ; that this low of water had been followed by 
a conſiderable loſs of blood, which came on by in- 
tervals, and was accompanied with a very offenſive 
ſmell. I found, that beſides theſe complaints, ſhe 
had a very acute head-ach, with ſhiverings almoſt 
continual, tho? ſhe felt burning hot. She began 
to be delirious, ſpeaking many things wildly, and 
without any connection. 

I made no doubt of ſume foreign ſubſtance cau- 
ſing all theſe accidents. I placed her conveniently, 
to inform myſelf, The mouth of the Werus ſuffer- 
ing with eaſe the introduction of my finger, I found 


neither Fætus, falſe Conception, or Mole; but only 


a ſort of membrane with clods of blood, which by 
their ſtay had acquired an intolerable ſmell. I drew 
'em away as ſoon as poſſible, and ordered a clyſter. 


This bad ſmell went off, and alſo all the other 


complaints, ſo that three days after I left her in a 
very good condition, adviſing her to keep, for ſome 
days, to the regimen I had preſcribed her. 
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REFLEXION, 


The difference between theſe two obſervations is 
that in the firſt, the Uterus contained nothing but 
water, which came away without help, only by the 
dilatation of the Os Tince ; whereas in the laſt, the 
caſe was very like a true Pregnancy ; the whole dif- 
ference conſiſting in this, that the membranes, in- 
ſtead of a Fztus, contained nothing but water; here 
was a flooding, the membranes being faſten- 
ed to the Nerus by veſſels, in the ſame manner 
that the after-burthen, or Mole is. 

A big belly cauſed by wind is ſtill harder to be 
known, the Uterus at this time being more tenſe, 
than when filled with water; as you may ſee in two 
bladders, one filled with wind, and the other with 
water, 


OBSERVATION XIX. 


A country lady living ten or twelve leagues from 
this place, having been big with a falſe Conception, 
of which ſhe was delivered with great pain, and 
after ſome ſlight loſs of blood, for want of proper 
help; being once more become pregnant, conſulted 
me about it the twenty-third of December 1699, Her 
menſes, which had failed but once, and had returned 
regular in every reſpect, were what made her un- 
eaſy ; as her belly was as big and hard as a wo- 
man's four months gone, as ſhe imagined herſelf to 
be, her breaſts ſwelled, and having alſo had ſome 
flight nauſeas, there ſeemed to be enough to be 
perſuaded of what the family moſt defired. I ſhould 
not have made any doubt about it, if her menſes had 
been irregular in anyone thing. The difficulty I was 
in, was to decide whence proceeded that blood, the 
Uterus being really taken up with a ſubſtance which 
ſeemed to have ſolidity, and its mouth being en- 

| tirely 
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tirely ſhut, which made me conclude it was fur- 
niſhed by the exterior veſſels, and ſhould this big 
belly not prove ſuch as was expected, there ſeemed 
to be no danger for the woman, who was very 
healthy, I advifed her to forbear doing any thing 
violent, for fear of bringing on any bad accident; 
but at the ſame time, not to be too ſcrupulous in 
the obſervations of the rules that are ſet to big- 
bellied women ; that a medium between theſe was 
the courſe ſhe ſhould keep. She went on ſtill in 
good health, and her menſes flowing; notwith- 
ſtanding which, her belly kept increaſing for eight 
or nine months, and became fo big, that ſhe was 
expected to lie-in every minute : and this happened 
for ſeveral days together, by the coming out of an 

incredible quantity of wind, making the ſame noiſe, 
as when it vents itſelf by the Anus, but involunta- 
rily, there being no Sphinfer at the mouth of the 
womb ; this forced her to keep her chamber for 


ſome days. 


REFLEXI1ON. 


Had I known that this big belly was cauſed by 
wind, I ſhould have reſted ſatisfied that the blood 
proceeded from the bottom of the Urerus, this being 
able to make its way thro? the mouth of the womb, 
tho? never fo cloſely ſhut, when the wind could not 
do it; as is proved by a bladder turned with the 
mouth downwards, where the water will eſcape, 
and yet the wind be kept in: ſo that there is no 
occaſion to ſeek for any other way of this blood's 
coming, but the common, tho' it may happen fo 
in ſome caſes. 

It ſeems to me harder to explain how theſe two 
ſorts of Pregnancies went their full time, or there- 
abouts, ſince the ſubtility of one of the contents, 
and the fluidity of the _ ſeemed more likely 
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to force open the mouth of the womb, than to 
cauſe ſuch an extraordinary dilatation of it; unleſs 
it be that it is ſo formed by nature, as to admit of 
being dilated to this degree without any pain, this 
happening gradually; and that the more it is ex- 
tended and enlarged in its fundzs, the cloſer its 
mouth 1s ſhut up. 

This lady did very well afterwards, and ſoon 
after became pregnant of a fine girl, whom I brought 
into the world, 


CHAP. MI. 
Of a falſe Pregnancy. 


O Pregnancy can with more reaſon be called 
falſe, than that where the woman imagines 
herſelf to be with child, tho? ſhe is really not ſo. 
Women are often miſtaken in this manner at the 


leaving off of their menſes. As this happens to ſome at 


thirty. five, ſome forty, ſome forty-Hve; and they 
find the ſame complaints they uſed to have in their 
former child-bearings; they ſtill imagine the ſame 
thing to be the matter with them, till nature diſ- 
ſuades them from it, either by the length of time, 
or a conſiderable loſs of blood. Many I have ſeen 
who, having never had any children, flatter them- 
ſelves that having now leſs fire and more modera- 
tion, they might have ſome now, tho? they could 
not when they were younger. Others again, have 
ſuch an averſion for old-age, that they had rather 
believe themſelves with child, than to confeſs they 
are growing old. | 


OBSEkVATION XX. 


I was ſent for in March 1689, by a draper's wife, 


and two days after, by a fruit-woman of this town. 
| I found 
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found them both with ſo violent a flux of blood, 
as to make them ſwim in their beds, together with 
ſome ſlight pains towards the loins and lower belly, 
both imagining themſelves to be between three and 
four months gone with child. I placed them pro- 
perly, to examine the Abdomen outwardly, which 
gave no proof of what they ſaid ; they were big 
indeed, but equally foft every where, without any 
more hardneſs or reſiſtance being found in the 
bypogaſtrick region, than in the epigaſirick. But as 
this ſign might deceive me, I had recourſe to one 
ſurer, I mean the introduction of the finger into the 
vagina, where I found the Os Tince gaping as 1n 1ts 
natural ſtate, without the body of this viſcus ſeem- 
ing to be occupied by any thing ; whence I judged 
neither of theſe women to be with child, but that 
theſe complaints were occaſioned by the ſtopping 
of their menſes, brought on by age, this loſs of 
blood being a ſign of their being about leaving them 
for good. I adviſed them to keep their bed, and 
remain quiet in body and mind; aſſuring them, 
that this pretended il] was the fore-runner of a very 
good ſtate of health, which really happened. 


REFLEXION. 


Both theſe women were paſt fifty ; and as there 
was a poſſibility of their being with child, I took 
all the precaution imaginable to inform myſelf 
becauſe had this been the caſe, I muſt have ex- 
tracted what was in the womb, which after the loſs 
of blood they had ſuffered, muſt, have been dead, 
if a child, and conſequently require to be taken 
away, as any other foreign body. 
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OBsERVATION XXI. 


The third of December 1686, I was ſent for to lay 
a Citizen's wife of this town, aged forty-ſix, whom 
I found with pains. She thought herſelf near her 
time, having ſuffered, ever ſince the month of 
March, all the complaints of child-bearing. Every 
thing was ready to receive the child, who was ar- 
dently wiſh*d for, but I aſſured them it was in vain, 
having ſound the NJerus in a natural ſtate. I or- 
dered her reſt, with bleeding and purging, to di- 
charge the humours that overloaded her Jower 
belly, upon the account of the ſuppreſſion of her 
menſes. 


REFLEX ION. 


When a woman has been any time in doubt 
about her big belly, you may make a certain prog- 
noſtic by /ouching ; but when the thing is recent, 
you are not able to do it, a mere ſuppreſſion having 
the very fame ſymptoms with a true Pregnancy, 


OBSERVATION XXII. 


The twenty-ninth of December 1685, a woman 
forty-five years old, or thereabouts, of the pariſh 
of Morville, and married a ſecond time to a man of 
buſineſs, conſulted me about her being with child. 
She had indeed all the ſigns of it. When ſhe 
was between ſix and ſeven months gone, ſhe 
had the accident of falling off a horſe, and was 
taken with pains in the belly, and a ſlight loſs of 
blood. She ſent for me in a hurry, | I found her 
with pains very like thoſe of labour, and with a 
motion ſenſible both to fight and feel; but her 
belly was very little raiſed, I touched her, and 
| found 
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found the mouth of the womb in its natural ſtate, 
the blood flowing down in the ſame manner as in 
thoſe who have an immoderate flux of the menſes ; 
which was not to be wondered at, conſidering the 
time they had been ſuppreſſed. I aſſured her, that 
her big belly would terminate by this flux, and it 
happened ſo in two or three days, which procured 
her a very good ſtate of health afterwards, without 
any more return of this evacuation. ; 


REFLEXION. 


Every thing concurred in this woman to make 
us imagine her big with child, till I had touched 
her. I take it that the motion I remarked was 
cauſed by the humours being become ſharp by 
their long ſtay, and ſo irritating the Uzerus. 


OBSERVATION XXIII. 


The ſecond of January 1702, I was deſired by a 
lady who lived four or five leagues off, that had had 
ſeveral children, not to engage mylelf. at a certain 
time ſhe fixed, and to wait on her to lay her. But this 
time happening ſooner than that ſhe had appointed 
to me, I was ſent for poſt. I met ſeveral people on 
the way, who entreated me to make haſte; however, 
I found her quiet enough to give me time to get 
my dinner ; and her pains did not return till night, 
but ſo weak, that there was no occaſion for me to 
ſet up. Many days paſſed thus with good and bad 
intervals, till at laſt I propoſed the means of clear- 
ing up the doubts, by which I found and certified 
that ſhe was not big with child, tho? ſhe had then 
all the apparent marks of child - bearing. 
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REF L EXION. 


I made this lady ſenſible that theſe nauſeas, vo- 
mitings and longings ſhe had perceived at firſt, 
were cauſed by the ſuppreſſion of her menſes, and 
that the elevation and bigneſs of her belly were the 
conſequences of it : that theſe humours, by their 
long ſtay, had contracted an acrimony, and irri- 
tated the womb and membranous parts of the belly 
in ſuch a manner as to cauſe theſe ſtimulating pains 
which ſhe miſtook for labour pains. 


CHAP. IX. 
Of true Pregnancy. 


HE only difference there is between true 

Pregnancy and that againſt nature 1s, that in 
this all the complaints are more preſſing, and the 
belly generally begins to increaſe from the very firſt 
days, whereas in a true Pregnancy, it leſſens often to 
the end of 'the ſecond month ; which has given oc- 
caſion to this French proverb, Enventre Plat enfant y d, 
In belly flat, there is a brat ; and that generally a wo- 
man gets rid of a falſe Conception, before the child 
begins to move, which 15 generally at four months 
and an half. It appears then, that to be certain that 
a woman is hats pregnant, her menſes muſt have 
been regular 1 ſhe thought herſelf a breeding, 
that they be ſuppreſſed now, that her belly ſnould 
flatten to the end of the ſecond month, and for the 
laſt indubitable proof, that the child manileſts ir- 
ſelf by moving, which in ſome happens ſooner than 
in others, at che ſooneſt after forty days, at the 
lateſt at five months end. But notwithſtanding all 
theſe ſigns, a furgeon hould always be cautious, 


when h he | is to give his opinion, there being no ge- 
neral 
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neral rule but what has an exception, as the follow- 
ing obſervations will prove; where you will meet 
with women bearing children without any of theſe 
- pretended marks of fruitfulneſs, and others on whom 
they have kept to the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh 
month, ſome that never felt their children, tho? 
really pregnant; others in whom the belly increaſed 
from the very firſt, and whoſe menſes came down 
for ſeveral months, without hardly ever feeling their 
children, and who nevertheleſs were breeding, tho? 
all theſe ſigns were almoſt certain prognoſtics of a 
Pregnancy againſt nature: and ſome, in fine, who 
with motions exactly reſembling thoſe of a child, 
had nevertheleſs certain ſigns of a falſe Pregnancy. 


OBSERVATION XXIV. 


I was deſired, the ſeventh of Fuly 1691, to go and 
ſee a young woman who was not yet thirteen, that 
was attacked with a very ſevere fit of the cholic. 
When I came, I eaſily gueſſed the cauſe of her diſ- 
order. The nature of the pains, and the bigneſs 
of the belly ſoon diſcovered it, and it was a very 
ſtrange ſpectacle, as ſhe did not look to be above 
ten years old, having for many years of her infancy 
been afflicted with the King's. evil in ſeveral parts of 
her body; the father and mother aſſured me that 
that ſhe never had yet the benefit of nature, and 
that they always thought the bigneſs of her belly 
was owing to her bad ſtate of health; they ſeemed 
very much ſurprized when, after having touched 
her, I told them ſhe was juſt going to be brought 
to-bed. . | | 

Young as ſhe was, ſhe had a very good heart; 
I kept encouraging her as much. as I could, The 
pains came on as well as one could defire, which 
the helped on without ceaſing, till the child came 
forth; after which I bid her lie quiet, every thing 
peiug over. N- 
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REFLEXI1ION. 


This girl was ſo young, that when I told her the 
child was come, ſhe bid me hold it faſt, for fear 
it ſhould go in again. 

When I ſpeak of the youth of this girl, I do not 
mean by that, that it was a hinderance to the flow- 
ing of her menſes, having known many girls who 
have had them at nine, as much as if they had been 
twenty-five, All I mean by it is, to prove that a 
woman may bear children before the appearance of 
the menſes: as it appears alſo in an obſervation of 
Mauriceau's. 

She ſuckled her child, and became big again, 
without the appearance of any. thing. It is eaſy 
to conceive that the ſuperfluity of humours being 
carried off by the means of the milk, there was 
nothing to go downwards ; which made the womb 
to be continually in the ſtate of a new Conception. 
She is now tall and luſty, regular, and in good 
health, and has had ſeveral children ſince. 


OBSERVATION XXV. 


An officer's wife of this town between eighteen 
and nineteen years of age, enjoying perfect health, 
became big with child, and had every way a good 
time of it, tho* nature had never yet in her per- 
formed her functions. She ſuckled her child a 
whole year; a month after having weaned him, ſhe 
ſuddenly became very uneaſy, fancying herſelf near 
death, without being willing to declare what was 
the matter with her. Whereupon I was ſent for 
in a hurry ; ſhe began no ſooner to open her 
complaint to me, which was no more but a uſual 
flux of the menſes, but I aſſured her it was owing 
to her good conſtitution, and denoted future health 
to her; that nothing happened now to her * 

what 
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what uſually happens before child- bearing; and 
that tho' this evacuation was ſomewhat greater 
than uſupl, it would be of ſervice to her, as no- 
thing had appeared on her ſince her lying: in, which 
was not to be wondered at, upon the account of 
her being a nurſe. But what ſurprized me moſt 
was, that the huſband, who was a ſenſible man, and 
the wife, who was no leſs fo, aſſured me, that they 
had never ſeen any thing like it before her being 
with child, and were not in the leaſt acquainted 
with the neceſſity of this evacuation, 


REFLEXION. 


If the menſes had been ready to appear juſt at 
the time that Conception happened, as Mauriceau re- 
ports in two'of his obſervations, and ſtopped there- 
by, this woman would have been ſeized with the 
moſt grievous ſymptoms that attend Pregnancy, ſuch 
as nauſeas, vomitings, wearineſs, which did not 
happen: this ſhows that nature was as happily diſ- 
poſed before theſe ſigns of fruitfulneſs, as afterwards, 
ſince experience daily informs us, that women are 
got with child when the Uzerus is well emptied, that 
is after any loſs of blood, or flowing of the menſes, 
and rarely juſt before their flowing ; nay, if by 
chance a woman becomes big during this evacua- 
tion, which 1s conſequently ſtopped thereby before 
the whole 1s voided, bad conſequences enſue from 
thence to the woman during child-bearing, and to 
the child afterwards. Hence we learn, that the 
propereſt time for Conception is when the Lierus is 
moſt empty. 


OBs82RvATION XXVI. 


A citizen's wife of this town, who was taken 
with -a general diſtaſte for what ſhe eat with the 
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moſt pleaſure before, with a continual vomiting, 
and a longing for things ſhe uſually had an averſion 


to, would have thought herſelf with child, if her 
menſes had not come down monthly, her belly 


having grown viſibly bigger from the firſt month, 


contrary to her cuſtom, and ſtill keeping increaſing, 
notwithſtanding the diſorders ſhe laboured under. 
Having attentively examined her condition, I made 
her obterve that her menſes did not appear in a 
ſtated time, and were different as to quantity and 
quality from what they were before her indiſpol}- 
tion ; this conſequently ſhould not hinder her * om 
thinking herſelf with child; that ſhe was filled with 
ſharp malignant humours, for want of purging in 
time, and that her complaints proceeded from 
thence 3 wherefore I bled and purged her, which 
delivered her of her nauſeas and vomitings, and 
brought her to her ſtomach ; but nature kept di- 
charging itſelf to the ſeventh month, notwithſtand- 
ing which ſhe kept increaſing in bulk, without 
hardly perceiving any motion; which at laſt ceaſed 
to be perceived at all from the end of the ſeventh, 
to that of the ninth, which made her very uneaſy, 
tho? I aſſured her all would come to a happy con- 
cluſion, which really happened ſo ; and I laid her 
in leſs than a quarter of an hour. 


KLYFLELLOW, 


To ſpeak the truth, I could not tell myſelf what 
to make of this Pregnancy, conſidering the 1ncreaſe 


of her belly from the very firſt month, with the 


obſcure motion, which inſtead of increaſing went 
entirely off at the end of the ſeventh month ; all 
this ſeemed to denote a Mole : But I was neverthe- 
lefs perſuaded that this flux which came down every 
month, ſometimes ſooner, ſometimes later, would 
not have ſtopped as it did at the end of the ſeventh 

{ month, 
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month, without the entire coming away of the foreign 
body. What {till gave me greater my was, that 
on laying down and ſhifting ſides, ſhe felt no weight, 
that ſhe walked eaſily, and kept her water, as well 
as if ſhe had not been big at all, but her vomit- 
ings came on again, and remained on her to 
the very day that ſhe felt the pains. I had imme- 
diate notice when this happened, and repaired to 
her forthwith. She had not ſix pains, and thoſe 
very mild, before ſhe was delivered of a large boy, 
but ſo weak, that I hardly thought that he had life 
enough to be chriſtened ; he recovered however, 
and did very well afterwards, as alſo the mother, 
who got up again very ſoon, 

This obſervation ſhows us fully how wary we 
ought to be in deciding about womens Pregnancies. 

The former Pregnancies of this woman uſed to begin 
by the ſuppreſſion of her menſes, and the flattening 
of her belly for the two firſt months, without nau- 
ſeas and vomitings : here her menſes kept on, and 
her belly ſwelled out. Were not theſe ſtrong proofs - 
that ſhe was not big with child, but rather with a 
Mole or falſe Conception ? And that motion almoſt 
imperceptible to the laſt, gave room to think it 
ſome foreign body. All this bids us be careful how 
we adminiſter remedies, and make a prognoſtic. 


OBSERVATION XXVII. 


A woman of this town having all the ſigns of a 
happy Pregnancy, except her menſes, which kept 
coming down for the two firſt months, conſulted 
her ſurgeon, who aſſured her ſhe was not with 
child, tho? her belly kept increaſing conſiderably. 
Having been but ſickly to the ſixth month, ſhe was 
then attacked with preſſing pains like thoſe of la- 
bour. Her ſurgeon told her it was the cholic, and 
that there was not the leaſt appearance of her being 

| wi 
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with child z he conſequently gave her ſome reme- 
dies which eaſed her pains. But growing till big- 
ger without feeling any motion, and the ſame pains 
returning on her two months after, ſhe ſent for me 
the ſeventeenth of January 1686. I found her with 
very ſtrong pains ; I touch'd her, and found the 
womb full, with its mouth thick and cloſed ; and 
when ſhe laid on her back, with her knees raiſed, 
her belly was full, big and hard below the navel, 
feeling no weight when ſhe moved from one ſide to 
another, nor when ſtanding, whereupon I affured 
her ſhe was big with child, but not yet ready to 
lie in; that theſe pains were occaſioned by the 
ſharpneſs of the bile, which irritated the bowels, 
and even cauſed a light looſeneſs. I ordered her 
ſome clyſters, which carried off her pains. A month 
after, ſhe was taken with true labour pains, which 
did not remain long on her, before ſhe was deli- 
vered of one of the largeſt girls I ever ſaw. 


REFLEXION. 


I impute the children in theſe two obſervations 
not being felt, to the ſmall quantity of the waters, 
and their more than ordinary bigneſs. 


OBSERVATION XXVIII. 


A huſbandman's wife of the pariſh of Colombr, 
came to conſult me about her menſes being ſtopped 
for five months, her belly growing bigger, without 
her feeling any thing, being at the fame time very 
well in health. I adviſed her to be let blood, and 
come again. Two months after, ſhe told me that 
her belly ſtill kept on growing bigger, without 
feeling any thing. I repeated bleeding, in hopes 
that the motion this would cauſe to the humours, 


might be communicated to the child, This not 
| 8 ſiucceeding, 
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ſucceeding, I left it to time to decide the matter, 
Her belly was entirely like that of a pregnant wo- 
man; and in the touching, I found the Os Tince 
well cloſed, and the Uzerus big and full. A little 
while after 1 laid her of a very large boy. 


CHA F:: 2, 
Of Pregnancy, when there is more than one child. 


OMEN have ſometimes two, ſometimes 
three children at a time, but very ſeldom 


more. 

The ſigns of a woman's being big with more 
than one child, are theſe, according to Mauriceau: 
When the children have ſtrength enough to make 
their motion ſenfible, the woman finds herſelf ex- 
traordinarily big, without however any ſuſpicion of 
a Drop; an eminence on each fide of her belly, 
with a ſinking line in the middle, almoſt puts the 
thing out of doubt. There are at the ſame time 
different motions felt on each fide, and thoſe more 
frequent than uſual, the children incommoding one 
another ; the woman is more full of complaints 
during her whole time, the belly is rounder, and 
not pointing ſo much forwards; in the laſt months 
her thighs and legs ſwell, ſometimes alſo, both lips 
of the Vulva, and the whole Pubis. But experience 
has taught me beyond all doubt, that there is no 
more certainty in making a prognoſtic whether 
there is one or more children, than about the va- 
rious ſorts of Pregnancies. 


OBSERVATION XXIX. 


The wife of a peruke-maker of this town, being 
extraordinarily big before, behind, and on the hips, 


conſulted me to know- what ſhe had to hope or fear, 
| Her 
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Her legs and feet were much ſwelled, ſhe could 
hardly walk, and felt a motion on both ſides. The 
time of her being brought to-bed being come, and 
the pains already on, ſhe ſent for me. I touched 
her, and found the head of the child very near 
the waters came away at that very inſtant in a ſur- 
priſing quantity, being followed by a very ſmall 
child, without any pain, as alſo by the Placenta. 
I introduced my hand to ſee if the Uterus was empty, 
which eaſily appeared. The child died in a mo- 
ment, but the mother did very well. | 


REFLEXI1ON. 


I never was more poſitive in believing a woman 
big with two children, than I was here. The wa- 
ters which filled the Werus gave full liberty to the 
child to make its motions ſenſible. It is ſurpriſing 
it could live at all in ſuch a deluge of water. There 
was no occaſion for me to introduce my hand to 
ſeek for any thing elſe after ſuch an inundation as 
this. But the taking too many precautions can ne- 
ver be a fault. 


OBSERVATION XXX. 


A citizen's wife of this town being with child, 
was prodigiouſly unwieldy thro? the monſtrous big- 
neſs of her belly, which hindered her much in 
walking. The violent motions which ſhe ſometimes 
felt on both ſides at once, perſuaded me there were 
two children. She was my neighbour, and I uſed 
to ſee her often, Her time being come, I was not 
a quarter of an hour in delivering her of one of the 
largeſt boys I ever ſaw in my life, with a large quan- 
tiry of water, and a large Placenta, which followed 


very eaſily. 
R x- 
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RreFLEXI1ON, 


This woman had been with child once before, .. 
without being any more diſordered than at other 
times, 

A large child, a great quantity of water, and a 
large Placenta, were ſufficient to produce theſe ſymp- 
toms. All theſe circumſtances made it fo ſure, that 
there was nothing left in the Uterus, that it would 
have been needleſs to introduce the hand any more, 


OBSERVATION XXXI. 


A cook's wife of this town was ſo enormouſly 
big, that people wondered at her as ſhe walked in 
the ſtreets. Her belly pointed forwards in ſuch a 
manner, that ſhe could not ſee the ground ; not- 
withſtanding which, ſhe walked with a ſurpriſing 


nimbleneſs. She felt but few motions, was not in 


the leaſt diſordered, neither were her legs and feet 
at all ſwelled. 

She expected to be brought to bed in June, but 
did not ſend for me till the twenty-fourth of Fuly. 
As I was going to examine her, the membranes 
broke, and the waters flew all over me. Finding 
ſome reſiſtance in pulling the ſtring, I ſlipt my hand 
along it, and found the waters of a ſecond child 
ready to break the membranes. I had hardly time 


to tie the chord of the firſt child, before theſe wa- 


ters came away, and the child followed. They 
ve both boys. There was but one Placenta for 
Oth. 


E _—— 
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CHAP. II. 
Of the infallible figns of Pregnancy, 


HERE are but two ſigns on which we can 

entirely depend ; which are, the motion of 
the child, and the introduction of the finger into 
the vagina; by the means of which, we find the 
mouth of the Nerus quite cloſed, and its neck aps 
pearing but little, or not at all, according to the dif- 
ferent periods of Pregnancy. For the nearer a wo- 
man draws to her time, the more the neck of the 
Uterus is dilated, till it diſappears entirely in the laſt 
month. Thus, in a woman five or ſix months gone 
with child, the Os Tincz is quite cloſed, the neck 
of the Uterus very ſhort, and its body full and ex- 
tended. When together with theſe ſigns the child 
is felt, the thing is paſt doubt. 

The motions of a child of this age are ſo eaſy to 
be diſtinguiſhed from the convulſive motions of the 
Uterus, or neighbouring parts, that if they are con- 
tounded, it is through want of experience. If to 
theſe motions you add the complaints which have 
preceded, fuch as nauſeas, and thoſe which ſtill 
remain; as the ſuppreſſion, the ſwelling of the 
breaſts, the tenſion, elevation, and hardneſs of the 
hypogaſtrick region; and in fine, the tenſion of the 
body of the Uterus itſelf, you will eaſily find what 
wide difference there is between theſe ſigns and 
thoſe of a Mole, wind, or water. 

But were all the ſigns of Pregnancy to meet, I ne- 
ver would affirm that a woman was with child be- 
fore the fourth month, becauſe before that time, 
what the Uterus contains, is ſo ſmall, that it is im- 
poſſible to affirm whether it be a Fztus, Mole, water, 
wind, or only a ſuppreſſion of the menſes. 
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OBSERVAT ION XXXII. 


Being in the country to ſee a patient, a young 


lady came in where I was. An ill-timed curioſity 
made me enquire what married lady that was. The 
miſtreſs of the houſe told me ſhe was not married; 
and was her huſband's ſiſter. I wiſhed my words 
in again. After having preſcribed for my patient, 
I was going away, pleaſed within myſelf to have got 
ſo well out of the ſcrape, when I ſaw the lady of the 
houſe waiting for me at ſomediſtance from the houſe, 
to tell me how uneaſy ſhe was at what I had ſaid, 
having herſelf ſuſpected the thing before, and to beg 
of me to tell her whether it was really ſo or not. 
She would have ſent for the young lady, which I 
rather choſe putting off for two days, when I was 
again to viſit my patient. 

Accordingly, when I came, I went to the young 
lady's chamber. I never ſaw a more modeſt wo- 
man, nor more confident of her innocence. After 
many queſtions, which I even carried beyond de- 
cency, I aſked her whether ſhe would, to fatisfy 
her ſiſter, ſubmit to the ouch? She ſubmitted to it. 
Having accordingly placed her in a proper poſture, 
with her knees raiſed, and the heelsdrawn backwards; 
I found that her belly was more hard and tenſe in 
the hypogaſtrium than epigaſtrium, with a motion like 
that of a child. After this, I put her in the poſture 
uſed in going to ſtool, and found the Os Tince 
cloſed, hardly any neck left, and the body of the 
Uterus big and tenſe, This was ſufficient to aſſure 
her and her ſiſter, that ſhe was between five or fix 
months gone with child. She confirmed my pre- 
diction three months and an half after, by bring- 


ing forth a fine boy: 
| E 2 R- 
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REF LEłXION. 


When ſhame, or the fear of pain hinder women 
from this method of trial, I leave it then to time 
to clear up the matter, without deciding any thing 
myſclf. | 


OBSERVATION XXXIII. 


The 13th of May 1687, a young woman came to 
me, and told me of many complaints ſhe had la- 
boured under for three months paſt, that her menſes 
had left her ; the chief were a thorough diſlike of 
ſoup and meat, which heretofore the uſeg to eat in 
great quantities, and a great deſire for things ſhe 
had no liking to before; her legs and belly were 
very much ſwelled, and it was with a great deal of 
trouble, that ſhe could walk. As Ialways miſtruſt theſe 
female diſorders, I adviſed her to ſome innocent re- 
medies, juſt to gain time; with which I kept her 
on fontwo months, when I made no longer any doubt 
of her being with child. I ſpoke to her about it, 
which ſo diſpleaſed her, that ſhe told her father and 
mother of it. The mother, ſome days after, de- 
fired me to come and ſee her daughter. I aſked 
her queſtions before her mother, touching all her 
former complaints, and her preſent ſtate, having 
again a liking to ſoup and meat, her legs as uſual, 
and her belly pointing in the inferior part, with a 
motion eaſily perceivable to the hand. 

I aſked this credulous mother, whether ſhe, who 
had had ten or twelve children, was not acquainted 
with the nature of this diſtemper; then left her, 
without ſtaying for an anſwer. She found after- 
wards a phyſician and ſurgeon, who aſſured her ſhe 
was not with child, and promiſed to cure her of 
this diſorder, by the means of opening potions, and 

he RT conſtant 
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conſtant uſe of the juice of chervil. They went 
on in this manner, till labour manifeſted itſelf by 
the pains. Unknown to theſe gentlemen, a mid - 
wife was ſent for, who touched the daughter in their 

reſence, while they kept laughing at her, telling 
— how poſitive they were of her not being with 
child; but the laugh was turned upon them, when 
the midwife affirmed, that ſhe felt the child's head. 
They left the room full of confuſion, and ſhe was de- 
livered before they were got into the ſtreet, She 
died, as well as the child, a few days after; which 
theſe learned doctors might not a little contri- 
bute to. 


* REFLEXION. 


There was here no occaſion for touching, the mo- 
tion of the child being ſo evident, beſides the other 


ſymptoms. 


OBSERVATION XXXIV, 


Fuly the ſecond 1689, I was deſired by a lady of 
this town, to viſit her maid, who was very much 
out of order, I found her in bed, She told me, 
that eight months ago ſhe had a great fright, oc- 
caſioned by a piſtol being ler off cloſe to her ears, 
while ſhe had her menſes upon her, which ſtopped 
from that very inſtant ; hit ſhe had ſuffered ſince 
ſeveral complaints, which left me no room to doubt 
of her being with child, I told her my thoughts 
about it, but her good miſtreſs, who was by, could 
by no means believe it. As I was come to give 
her eaſe, and I could not do it, unleſs I knew the 
nature of her diſtemper, I aſked both the maid 
and miſtreſs, whether they would give me leave to 
put the thing out of doubt ; they agreed to it : 
accordingly, I placed her in the uſual ſituation. 

E 3 Her 
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Her belly was hard and ſwelled out, eſpecially in 
the pogaſtrium; I ſtroked it a little, and found a 
ſtrong child anſwering to the ſtroke, This was 
enough to confirm the thing ; but being willing to 
know how far gone ſhe was, I made her fix herſelf in 
a ſitting poſture, then introduced my finger into the 
vagina, by which means I found the mouth of the 
Uterus confounded with the body of it, which made 
a regular globe; by which I judged that ſhe had 
at moſt but a fortnight or three weeks to go, which 
let them know before I went. 


REFLEXI1ON. 


A child moves ſome part or other, whereas a Mole 
or Pregnancy againſt nature, is moved all at once. In 
convulſions of the Uterys, there is a ſudden trem- 
bling of the parts, without any hardneſs or ſolidity; 
but ſhould this be doubtful, touching will clear up 
the matter, by ſhowing us the diſpoſition of the 
Uterus , which when the child is of a certain big- 
neſs, that is about the fifth month, is very different 
from its uſual condition, and much bigger than a 
falſe Conception could make it. The Os Tince is 
cloſed, and part of the neck is extended and drawn 
out, as the child grows bigger, and at laſt wholly 
coniounded with the body of the Uterus, which be- 
comes as round as a ball. 


OBSERVATION XXXV, 


The twelfth of November 1502, a girl came to 
me recommended by ſome perſons of note, who 
would not believe but that ſhe was with child, tho? 
ſhe abſolutely denied it. Her menſes had been 
ſtopped for four or five months, which had brought 
on her nauſeas, vomitings, vapours, weakneſſes, and 
a falling away of the whole body, with ſuch a ten- 
: KI 2 ſion 
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ſion of the belly, which made it look like that of 
a pregnant woman. Having laid her on her back, 
I found a ſoftneſs on her belly, which gave me ſuſ- 
picion, I made her get up, and introducing my 
finger into the Vagina; I found the mouth of the 
Uterus open, and the Uterus itſelf of its natural ſize: 
whence I concluded, that all her complaints pro- 
ceeded from the ſuppreſſion of her menſes, for which 
gave her medicines, and cured her. 


OBSERVATION XXXVI. 


The eighth of December 1700, a luſty wench was 
brought to me, who had loſt her menſes without any 
manifeſt reaſon. Her breaſts were ſwelled ex- 
tremely for ſome months, her belly was big, and 
as prominent as that of a woman ſix months gone 
with child. Upon my queſtioning her, ſhe told 
me frankly, that ſhe loved mirth and romping, but 
that ſhe was honeſt, and that if ſhe had a mind to 
be debauched, ſhe would do as ſhe pleaſed, being 
her own miſtreſs ; however, I might do What 1 
pleaſed to make people eaſy. I placed her as 
uſual, and found her belly large, fat and ſoft, with- 
out any hardneſs or tenſion ; then I made her get 
up, and place herſelf in a fitting poſture, to intro- 
duce my finger into the Vagina. I found the Uterus 
in its natural ſtate ; whence I was certain ſhe was 
not with child. She kept on growing bigger, but 
without any inconvęniency; at laſt the ſuſpicion 
went off, by her never abſenting herſelf. 


REF L EXIORX. 


This being a hard working girl, there is no won- 
der that ſhe was very well in health, tho' nature 
did not perform her functions; for by her violent 
exerciſe, ſne conſumed part of what was redundant 
in her, the reſt was converted into fleſh and fat. 

: E 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 
Of the menſtrual Flux, and its ſuppreſſion. 


HEN girls are come to a certain age, they 

have monthly an evacuation of blood, and 
other ſuperfluous humours, as beneficial to them as 
It is extraordinary; woman being the only one 
among all the female kind that enjoys this advan- 
tage. 
This evacuation, for the moſt part, begins at 
thirteen or fourteen, and often later, and continues 
to forty-five, fifty, nay in ſome till fifty- four. 
Theſe periods, however, are not without excep- 
tion; for J have ſeen ſeveral girls who had this eva- 
cuation very regularly at nine years of age, and two 
I bled in the arm and foot, ordering at the ſame 
time the moſt efficacious remedies I could think of, 
to bring it down again, they labouring under the 
worſt of ſymptoms on the account of its ſup-, 

preſſion, 

I have alſo had under hand, a little girl three 
years old, who for ſeveral months, and pretty near 
at the fame time, had her ſhift ſpotted with blood 
to the breadth of my hand, and the ſuppreſſion of 
this cauſed a bleeding at the noſe, pretty near pe- 
riodical, which laſted ſeveral days, and yielded at 
laſt to a proper method of cure. 

I have ſeen a woman whom this evacuation left 
at the year of thirty-five, without ſuffering any in- 
conveniency from it, and another who had had 
thirty-two children at the year of forty-five, at 
which time her huſband died, who had ill her 
menſes at ſixty-one when ſhe died, and was as re 
lar then as ſhe was at twenty-five. Which made 
Mr. Daucet, a doctor of phyſick, lament the huſ- 
band's death, with the thoughts that otherwiſe 0 

WO 
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would have borne children at an age to ſurprize 
the whole world, conſidering the time her menſes 
laſted on her. 7 

Women are ſaid to be regular when this evacua- 
tion happens upon certain days, I do not mean di- 
realy the ſame days of the month, becauſe to ſome 
women this happens thirteen or fourteen times a 
year, ſametimes every twenty-fifch day. I knew 
a young woman who took notice, that for many 
years her menſes got a day every month. 

Some give to this evacuation the name of being 
out of order; and many are really fo : their face is 
diſcoloured, their eyes heavy, and a leaden circle 
round them, with ſo great a weakneſs on them, 
that they are not able to ſtir, and are forced to keep 
their bed. Others call it the flowers, becauſe it is 
by this they are judged fruitful, tho? this is not an 
infallible ſign, neither do they always ſtop after 
Conception, but this is ſomewhat contrary to the 
-uſual courſe of nature. For to have this evacuation 
properly, the woman mult be of a certain age, and 
in good health, neither breeding nor ſuckling. 

do not entirely agree with Hippecrates, as to the 
quality he attributes to this blood, nor to the per- 
nicious one aſcribed by Pliay. Hippocrates ſays, that 
this blood is like that of a victim, and preſently 
congealed, if the woman is ſound. To be able to 
make this remark, the blood ſhould come in a 
ſtream, as it does from the arm in blood. letting; 
for if it comes like a thread, or drop by drop, it 
mult infallibly congeal, as it does in bleeding, if it 
comes in this manner: now the menſirual blood ne- 
ver coming faſter than in the ſloweſt Veneſection, it 
mult intallibly congeal; if it comes otherwiſe, it is 
then no longer a menſtrual Flux, but a flooding. 
Pliny affirms, there is nothing more pernicious 
than this blood ; that it kills bees by its yapours, 
makes dogs run mad if they taſte ir, deſtroys any 

plant 
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plant that comes near it. I ſee however many wa- 
men that go every where, and perform all their 
uſual functions, when they have the menſes on them, 
as when not, and yet cauſe no miſchief : ſome alſo 
do I ſee whoſe preſence 1s dangerous at thoſe times, 
eſpecially red hair'd women. I had a maid of this 
complexion. One morning having ſeveral friends 
with me at breakfaſt, white-wine being the moſt 
liked at that time, eſpecially with oyſters, which is 
a frequent diſh in this country, and having ſome 
very good by me, I ſent my maid to draw me ſome. 
All my friends commended its goodneſs, The next 
day being at the houſe of one of thoſe that was 
with me the day before, and he having nothing 
but red wine, I ſent for ſome of my white, but it 
was ſo bad, that no body could drink it. This 
ſame maid, ſome time after, helped to ſalt part of 
of a hog ; that which ſhe ſalted was good for no- 
thing, while the other that was ſalted by another 
perſon, and put by chance in another tub, was ex- 
ceeding good. It cannot be ſaid it was for want of 
ſalt, which is ſo cheap here, that it is never ſpared. 
I could- bring , examples of this kind. 

As for the quantity of blood which ought to flow, 
and the time of its duration, it is impoſſible to fix 
any thing about it, theſe things varying in different 
ſubjects, and often in the ſame. 

This evacuation delivers the woman of ſuper- 
fluous blood, whether it is that ſhe breeds it faſter 
than man, or that it is leſs ſpent by tranſpiration; 
for woman being deſigned to breed and nouriſh 
her child during the time of geſtation, one of theſe 
was abſolutely requiſite. 

In women who are not with child, this evacuation 
is made by the veſſels which are at the bottom of the 
Nerus; in thoſe that are, and yet for ſome reaſon 
or other have this diſcharge, it proceeds then _ 

thoſe 
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thoſe veſſels which lie on the external part of the 
mouth of the Uterus. , 
The way of explaining this periodical] evacuation 
by the means of a fermentation of the humours, 
ſeems very reaſonable ; this 0 after the ſame 
manner it does in wine, which contains a ferment 


in itſelf, whereby it is purified and rendered better. 


CH A P.. 2M 


Of the uſefulneſs of general Remedies during 
Pregnancy. 


Eneral Remedies, ſuch as Bleeding, Purging, and 

Ghlyſters, are of very great ſervice during the 

time of Pregnancy, eſpecially to thoſe women that 

lead an eaſy and ſedentary life, their habit of body 

being ſurfeited with humours, whereas hard work- 

ing people are much freer from them, they being 
carried off by exerciſe, 

The chief of theſe diſorders are loſs of appetite, 
a diſlike for what was liked before, a deſire for un- 
uſual things, wearineſs, nauſeas, vomitings, oppreſ- 
ſion, coughs, pains of the teeth, Joſs of blood, con- 
vullions, ſwellings in the legs and feet, which ſome- 
times reach as high as the hips, a pain in — 
water, a ſuppreſſion of urine, or an incontinency 
it, vapours; all which complaints yield to general 
Remedies, which if neglected, we are often forced 
to have recourſe to Delivery, to prevent a greater 
miſchief. 

Theſe ſame remedies are ſtill the more nec 
to pregnant women, becauſe there is no ſuch thin 
as preſcribing them a low diet, the child requiring 
a nouriſhing food; neither can they be confined to 
thoſe aliments which afford proper juices, and are 
eaſy of digeſtion, becauſe we are forced to let their 
fancy guide them, for fear of abortion. * 
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In the uſe of Remedies you muſt be moderate, be- 
einning by ſmall quantities, and increaſing if there 
is occaſion, for fear of hurting, the woman by be- 
ing too rough at firſt, When I adviſe general 
Remedies, I mean only when there is occaſion for 
them, for otherwiſe, they ought never to be med- 
dled with ; there being many women who enjoy a 
perfect health during their Pregnancy, without ever 
wanting them, | | 


a CHAP. XIV. 
Of Glyſters during Pregnancy, 


S there are many women who are afraid of 
uſing G/y/ters without advice; I will ſet down 

here all the adyantages which reſult from them, 
G/y/ters are very uſeful to thoſe women who, du- 
ring their being with child, are ſubject to be coſtive, 
to thoſe who are troubled with vapours, nauſeas, 
cholics, dyſenteries; for what remedy can be more 
agreeable to reaſon and experience? The Fæces, 
which are grown hard in the large Inteſtines, are 
ſoftened thereby, all ſcrous or viſcid humours which 
load the flomach, and cauſe thoſe nauſeas and vo- 
mitings, a redetermined downwards ; all the hu- 
mours of the body in general are refreſhed, by the 
means of the chyle, which is thereby rendered more 
temperate, and theſe hot humours are what cauſe 
vapours by their too great motion; and in fine, no 
' remedy can ſooner calm the pains of the cholic and 
dyſentery, it being a fotus to the very part, unleſs 
ſome notorious miſtake be committed in the admi- 

niſtration of them, 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION XXXVII. 


September the fourth 1704, a gentleman of this 
town, to fave the expence of an apothecary, or- 
dered his chamber-maid to make him up a Gier, 
which he thought he had occaſion for, tho' he was 
well enough in health. This girl, inſtead of Mer- 
cury leaves, boiled up thoſe of Tilimel, which are 
very like one another; ſhe added ſome honey to 
it, and gave her maſter this Ghfter, who 1mme- 
diately felt juſt ſuch pains as if a hot iron had been 
put into the Auus, and into all the lower belly. 
The only thing that could be done for him, was 
to repeat ſeveral other Glhyſters, of the emollient, 
cooling anodyne kind, as alſo ſome purging ones, 
none of which came away again; ſo great was the 
inflammation cauſed by this firſt Ger. He died 
in the greateſt torments. 

There are no Remedies more efficacious than 
Glyſters, if they are ſuited to the woman's conſti- 
tution, and to the nature of her diſorder : thoſe 
which have a purging quality, are to be uſed in 
the moſt vigorous, and for t1oſe who are much 
bound, and after thoſe of a milder fort have been 
tried in vain ; with weaker people the deterſive 
ones alone ſhould be uſed ; thoſe which are ano- 
dyne, ſerve to appeaſe the pains of the cholic and 
dyſentery, or to foment and comfort the Inteſtines. 


OBSERVATION XXXVIII. 


In rhe year 1696, a lady that lived four leagues 
off, who was naturally coſtive, became ſtill more ſo, 
upon her firſt being with child; ſhe deſired my ad- 
vice about it. I thought nothing more proper than 
purging Glters at firſt, compoſed of two ounces of 
the Mel Mercur. and one ounce of lenitive electuary 

in 
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in an emollient decoction ; this came away but in 

art, and the reſt cauſed almoſt continual pains 3 
wherefore I changed the lenitive for a different ſort, 
and the Mel Mercur. for the Mel Violat. and at laſt 
the lenitive for the double Cazholicon ; but notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe remained till more coſtive, till at laſt 
I injected nothing but clear whey, which ſucceeded 
very well, and made her eaſy to the time of her 


Delivery. 
REFLEXION. 


You ſee that the ſharp particles of the purging 
— | uſed in theſe Ghyers, irritated and in- 
flamed the Inteſtines, and by that means hardened 
the Fzces ſtill more. 

When one kind of Remedy diſagrees, tho* it ap- 
pears never ſo reaſonable to us, we muſt not perſiſt 
in it, but change it for others, 


CHAP. Ay, 
Of Bleeding during Pregnancy. 


H O' blood is the treaſure of life, it may be 

the cauſe of death, either by its too great 
quantity or bad qualities; wherefore one or ſeveral 
Peneſefions, during the time of Pregnancy, often fave 
the woman from many unlucky diſorders : how- 
ever, this practice is not to be indiſcriminately 
uſed, it being not only uſeleſs, but hurtful, to bleed 
a woman that is quite in health and without any 
complaints, as it is robbing the child of its nouriſh- 
ment, and may cauſe abortion. I uſe Bleeding only 
in perſons of a plethoric habit of body, or when 
a woman immediately, on her breeding, can take 
nothing but bad food, having a diſlike for thoſe 


which afford good juices, I adviſe it allo to _ 
who 
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who are attacked with heavineſs, nauſeas, vomit- 
ings, faintings, or any light loſs of blood, which 
are the moſt evident ſigns of a ſuperfluity of hu- 
mours. 


OBSERVATION XXXIX. 


The counteſs of . . . . tho? of a ſanguine con- 
ſtitution, enjoy*d a very good ſtate of health du- 
ring her Pregnancy, without any of the uſual com- 
plaints. The thirteenth of March 1697, ſhe ſent 
me word to come in the morning to bleed her. It 
was to no purpoſe, I told her ſhe had no occaſion 
for it, and that ſhe had done very well in her firſt 
Pregnancy without it. She would have it done, and 
I was forced to obey. I took away eight ounces of 
blood; ſhe bore the bleeding very well. Accord- 
ing to her reckoning there wanted at leaſt about 
twelve days to have the nine months compleated. 
I fay, at leaſt, it being thereabouts ſince her huſ- 
band returned from a long journey. She felt ſome 
flight pains at night, and ſent for me: I de- 
livered her that very night of a boy ſo very ſmall, 
that there was no likelihood of his living, as he did 
not ſeem to be more then ſeven months and an half 
old; He lived nevertheleſs, and is now a good 
big boy. 


REFLEXION. 


The child had probably no more nouriſhment 
than what was requiſite for him to live; Bleeding 
robbed him of part of this, which cauſed him to 
agitate himſelf ſo violently, as to irritate the Nerus, 
which thereby was no longer able to keep him, 

I make no account of the ſpecious reafon which 
is given for Bleeding women when they are half gone 
their time ; that before this, the child is not big 

N 9 enough 
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enough to conſume all the humours which are re- 

tained in the woman, and that ſhe muſt conſe- 
uently ſuffer a Pletbora upon that account. 

To bleed a woman with child, her wanting it is 
not ſufficient, It is alſo requiſite that ſhe have no 
averſion to it, and be able to bear it without faint- 
ing; otherwiſe it may be hurtful to the child. 


OBSERVATION XL. 


A lady of a full and ſanguine habit of body, who 
was very much afraid of being led, and bore it ill 
when ſhe was, and was ſubject to ſome evacuations; 
which were rather floodings than regular menſes, 
was very much indiſpoſed the whole time of her firſt 
Pregnancy, had a long and difficult labour, the milk- 
fever very violent; and in fine, all the diſorders 
for which good practitioners adviſe Bleeding, either 
during the time of Pregnancy, or in Labour itſelf : 
but the fear of haſtening Delivery, during Pregnancy, 
or of making her worſe while in labour, upon the 
great averſion ſhe had to it, carried it; with this 
promiſe . however, that if ſhe ever was with child 
again, no ſort of fear ſhould hinder me from put- 
ting it in practice. 

Two years after, ſne became big again; but her 
complaints were leſs, which made me leſs preſſing 
about Bleeding, knowing the great diſorder ſhe un- 
derwent, whenever ſhe was bled upon any other 
account, being alſo very difficult to bleed, havin 
very ſmall veſſels, which had been miſſed ſeveral 
times: but the time of Delivery drawing near, and 
the efficacy of this remedy being too much ex- 
tolled, ſhe conquered her averſion, but not her 
fear. I took away eight ounces of blood; ſhe did 
not ſeem affected by it; ſhe nevertheleſs had a 
ſort of fainting after her arm was tied up, and was 
brought to- bed that night, tho? ſhe had above a 

| fortnight 
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fortnight to go. The child was very ſmall, but 
lived notwithſtanding. - © 


REFLEXION,. 
The cauſe of this premature Delivery ought to be 
attributed to the general commotions of the whole 


habit of body, as well as to the ſprings the child 
gave itſelf. : 


CHAP. XVI. 
Of Purging. 


TI 7 HEN a big-bellied woman labours under 
thoſe complaints which call for Bleeding, and 
that notwithſtanding we are obliged to forbear it, 
for the reaſons heretofore mentioned, we muſt, 
to avoid a Miſcarriage, have recourſe to purgers, 
always minding to begin gently; and never 
uſing the rough ones, which may bring on fatal 
conſequences, | 
Bleeding is not requiſite in all the complaints of 
breeding women; nay, in ſome it is altogether 
fruitleſs, as it evacuates the good humours toge- 
ther with the bad; and Purging is what muſt be had 
recourſe to, as in all the diſorders of the Prime Vie. 


OBSERVATION XII. 


A young woman, out of her wits at being big 
with child; uſed all ſhe could think of to get rid 
of it, as decoctions of Rue, Savin, and other herbs 
of this nature, with frequent Bleeding in the arm 
and foot; but not being able to carry on this courſe 
without ſeyeral people taking notice of it, the par- 
fon pF + was informed of it. This crafty 
girl juſto him the uſe of theſe remedies, by 
* 2 01 F the 
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the diſorders her ſex is liable to, and joined tears 
and oaths to perſuade him of her innocence ; but 
notwithſtanding this, that very evening ſhe added 
a Coloquintida apple to her uſual potion ; this cauſed 
ſuch violent gripings the whole night, that her cries 
forced many of her neighbours to come to her aſ- 
ſiſtance, which ſhe obſtinately refuſed to accept, 
and kept the door ſhut ; it was broke open next 
day, and ſhe found dead, with another potion ready. 
She was opened, and found big with a child about 
{ix months old. | 


OBSERVATION XLII. 


A young ſervant-maid of this town, whom her 
miſtreſs thought virtuous, was attacked with a ſlow 
illneſs, which was attributed to the ſuppreſſion of 
her menſes, She was for ſeveral months under the 
care of a prudent and knowing phy ſician, who uſed 
all the proper remedies to recall nature to her duty. 
She was much ſwelled; but he had ſo good ſucceſs, 
that one day, in preſence of her good miſtreſs and 
ſeveral other perſons, ſhe voided on a ſudden from 
the Uterus, a great quantity of water. Her miſtreſs 
ordered her to bed, where her cure went on, and eight 
or ten days after ſhe got up again in perfect health, 
her belly as much down as before her illneſs, to the 
great honour of the phyſician. 

This poor girl was ſeized with the ſame diſorder 
the next year, and was treated as before, but with 
different ſucceſs ; for whether ſhe was not ſatisfied 
with the remedies preſcribed her by the phyſician, 
'or that ſhe had not ſtrength to continue the uſe of 
them, ſhe fainted away under the operation of a vio- 
Tent Purge; which alſo made her vomit ſeveral times. 
Being near at hand, I was deſired to look on her; 
baving examined her a long while, I warranted her 
dead, and adviſed to have her opened, to learn 
OR? | thoroughly 
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thoroughly the diſtemper, whoſe caufe I was not 
acquainted with. At night I was ſent for to open 
her in the preſence of a phyſician, and two of my 
brethren. As I did not want to know what was 
contained in the upper and middle parts, I ſtuck 
to the examination of the lower ones, which I open- 
ed as well as the Uterus ; in which I found, as I 
thought, a child which ſeemed to us to be five or 
ſix months old, lying croſs-ways with the arms ex- 
tended on both ſides. I opened afterwards the Ven- 
tricle, whoſe villous membrane was red; and in a 
manner parched up, which we judged to be the 
effect of the violent contractions and ſtruggles it had 
endured from the medicine, there being none of 
that mucilaginous humour which defends it in its 
natural ſtate. 292 E 

REFLEXION: 

The phyſician; under whoſe care ſhe was, had 
reaſon to be ſurprized when he heard what had 
happened, as he had adminiſtered none but inno- 
cent remedies, not gueſſing that ſhe had had re- 
courſe to ſome of a-more violent nature, fiading by 
what had happened the year before, that her phy- 
ſician's remedies would not anſwer her purpoſe z for 
the waters which had come down, were only thoſe 
which preceded the child, whom after ſome ſlight 

ins, ſhe brought forth in the night; and had it 
ecretly removed out of the houſe. 

We ſee by this, that violent remedies will oftener 
deſtroy a woman, than make her get rid of her 
burthen; | e 
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CHAP. XVII. 
Of the Vomitings which happen to pregnant 


Women. 


T5 ERE are ſome women who judge of their 
Pregnancy from the very moment they have 
eonceived; having felt a more than ordinary plea- 
ſure in the act, followed by a ſort of pain at the 
navel, and a genera! tremor of the body ; the Semen 
alſo not coming away, | 

The huſband alſo feels a kind of ſucking at the 
end of the Glands, which even in the midſt of plea- 
ſure, cauſes a ſort of pain, 

A confeſſion of this nature was made me by a 
man and his wife, whom from thence I aſſured to 
be with child; which happened ſo exactly, that 
the nine months, reckoning by hours, were ex- 
ceeded but by twelve hours. 

Though there is a great appearance of truth in 
this, yet it is nat infallible. It agrees pretty near 
with the manner of accounting for Generation aſſerted 
by ſome modern authors. Bur as all women are 
not attentive enough to the time of their being got 
with child, and they are not all equally ſenſible of 
it; I only mention theſe marks of Conception, with 
regard to Vomiting, which is occaſioned by it. | 

Tho? there are ſome women ſkilful enough to 
judge of their Conception as ſoon as the act is over; 
there are alſo many who judge of it only by the 
Vomiting, which follows it ſo cloſe, that I have 
known ſome taken with it, the very day they have 
conceived, the Uterus immediately flog a con- 
traction, which is an unuſual motion to this ſenſible 
part, which receiving a branch from the eighth 
pair of nerves, and the ſuperior orifice of the ſto- 
mach doing the fame, this nerve being —_— by 

at 
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that painful ſenſation, the motion is communicated 
to the ſuperior orifice of the S/omach, whence Vomit- 
ing is occaſioned. 

This ſympathy of the Uterus and Stomach is ſo 
evident, that ſome women are ready to vomit upon 
Coition, ſeveral having conſulted me about it, one 
eſpecially who was frequently ſubject to it. 

I have alſo ſeen ſome girls who ſuffered the ſame 
pains a woman ſuffers in labour, together with a 
moſt violent Yomiting when their menſes were ready 
to break forth : one was the daughter of an officer 
belonging to the law, the other of an handieraft's- 
man. Marriage proved the only cure to both. I 
have delivered them twice z and they both affirm, 
that the labour-pains are nothing in compariſon of 
what they ſuffered every month, juſt before their 
menſes broke forth. 

This ftrict correſpondence between the Stomach 
and Uterus, does not always produce the ſame ef- 
fect, there being many who go with child a month, 
ſix weeks, or two months without ever vomiting; in 
theſe it is cauſed only by the ſuperfluity of humours 
brought on by the ſuppreſſion of the menſes, which 
the child, upon the account of its ſmallneſs, not 
being able to conſume entirely, nature is forced to 
unload herſelf of the reſt ; and there is no place 
fitter for this than the Stomach : upon the account 
of its ſituation, being in the middle of the body, 
and of its diſpoſition ; being ready to receive what- 
ever 1s ſeparated by the ſalival Glands, which is not 
diſcharged by ſpitting. 

The appetite is alſo ſpoiled in women by a load 
of humours falling upon the Stomach, and blunting 
the liquor which lay 1n its folds, and thereby weak- 
ening its fermentation : this brings on a defire for 
hurtful and unuſual things, from whence a bad cbyl/e 
reſults, which ſtill increaſes this depraved taſte. 
There are many ſtories told, which tho? never ſo im- 
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probable, are nevertheleſs true, I have ſeen ſome 
eat the raw. inteſtines of fiſhes, when they were at 
liberty to have the fiſh itſelf : others have not been 
able to ſmell or look at meat, bread or ſoup, They 
often are aſhamed, which hinders them from aſk- 
ing for what they molt long for. I ſaw one wha 
longed for a pig her neighbour was ſupping upon, 
which ſhe durſt not aſk for, nor would ſhe accept 
of any part of it, tho* much entreated to it. She 
was ſo indiſpoſed that night, that ſhe got up, threw 
herſelf down, and bit the ground, making ſuch con- 
torſions as one poſſeſſed with an evil ſpirit, not 
even then telling her huſband what ſhe ailed, till 
ſhe ſaw him call for help. As ſoon as the huſband 
knew this, . he went to his neighbour and fetched 
ſome of this pig; but her longing was then over, 
and ſhe would not ſo much as look of it. She did 
well notwithſtanding this accident. 

Sometimes the aliments themſelves are vomited 
up, ſometimes only the ſuperfluous humours ; ha- 
ving ſeen women who immediately after eating, 
vomited nothing but ſeroſities; as if intelligent nature 
had evacuated theſe ſuperfluous humours to make 
room for a proper food for the maintenance of the 
mother and child. 

For my part, I do not look upon theſe humours 
to be corrupted, but only ſuperfluous ; for other- 
wiſe, they would make a bad impreſſion upon the 
interior membrane of this viſcus, and was never ſa 
ſmall a quantity to flip down with the food into the 
Inteſtines, it would communicate its malignity to the 
blood of the mother, and conſequently to the child, 
who receives its nouriſhment from it: but as the 
child comes healthy into the world, tho“ the mo- 
ther has laboured under theſe Vomitings, it is a Cer» 
tain ſign that they are free from corruption. 


Howeyery 


A. general Treatiſe. of M1DwirRY. 71 
However, I am far from aſſerting, that big- 
bellied women have no corrupted. humours, ſince I 
ſee but too many attacked with vapours and faint- 
ings, which are occaſioned by them. But I fay, 
that this corruption proceeds from a corrupted ſeed, 
or ſome portion of the fluor albus, which the Uterus 
is not quite cleared of, and which ſtick within, or 
round about this part, acquiring by its ſtay a de- 
gree of corruption, which being communicated to 
the brain, either by ſome enſuing fermentation or 
otherwiſe, there diſturb the ſpirits, and cauſe theſe 
diſorders; the ſuperfluous humours of the Stomach 
having no ſhare 1n this, 

The cauſe of the Yomiting being then attributed 
either to the ſympathy between the Stomach and 
Uterus, or the. ſuperfluous humours which remain 
from the ſuppreſſion of the menſes, when the child 
has taken irs nouriſhment, one would think that all 
women ſhould be ſubject to this Yomiting alike, but 
experience ſhews the contrary ; ſome women vomit- 
ing from the very firſt, others not till the firſt or ſe- 
cond month; while others continue to vomit to the 
very laſt ; ſome vomit only when big with a boy, 
and others never but when big with a girl ; others 
again, never vomit at all, and are never freer from 
complaints than when with child; fo that Pregnancy 
in theſe women ſeems to abſorb all their ſuperfluous 
humours, from which their diforders uſed to ariſe, 
Thus we ſee that nothing is more different than 
Pregnancy in different women; we ſee alſo that va- 
pours, faintings, and convulſions ſome big-bellied 
women are attacked with, proceed from ſome cor- 
rupted humours detained in the lower parts, ſince 
2 who are not pregnant, are alike ſubject to 
them. 0 
The moſt likely cauſe of Vomiting being the great 
quantity of ſuperfluous humours the woman abounds 


with from the ſuppreſſion of her menſes; our inten- 
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tion muſt be to leſſen them, by the means of Bleed- 
ing, Purging, and Glyfters, ſuited to the firength and 
conſtitution of the patient. 

Phyſicians generally preſcribe wholeſome and 
eaſily digeſted aliments to women ſeized with nau- 
ſeas and vomitings. But this preſcription is uſeleſs, 
as they cannot be forced to take what they have a 
diſlike to; nay, it is much if we can prevail on them 
to forbear thoſe things which are hurtful. Some 1 
have conducted happily from the firſt to the laſt, 
who took ſo little nouriſhment, and that of ſo bad a 
nature, that one would wonder how they could keep 
life together, and bring forth ſuch healthy children ; 
if ever I did prevail on them to take ſomething of 
better nouriſhment, they were immediately ſeized 
with a Vomiting, which made them give back what 
they had taken in. 

I have found Bleeding the moſt efficacious remedy 
againſt Vomiting, as it evacuates the fulneſs the wo- 
man Jabours under. Glyſers and gentle Purges are 
alſo of great ſervice. | 


OBSERVATION XLIII. 


The ſixteenth of November 1693, a broker's wife 
of this town, three months gone with child, con- 
ſulted me touching a general diſlike ſhe had for 
every thing that ſhe uſed to live upon before, feed- 
ing on nothing but a few cockles, oyſters, ſhrimps, 
or the like, or a little black wheat boiled in water, 
neither bread, meat, or any thing of that nature 
ee her lips, and having had a continual vomit» - 
in n her for ſix weeks. I took away ſix ounces 
0 b ood ; ſhe bore it ſo well, that I repeated it 
three days after. I ordered her alſo two Ghſters at 
three days diſtance, and purged her afterwards 
with a drachm of rhubarb infuſed in a glaſs of wa- 
ter; adding to it an ounce of manna, and an ounce - 
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of the laxative ſyrup. of apples. This ſucceeded fo 
well, that her vomiting leſſened conſiderably, and 
ſhe began to eat a little barley bread, and ſome 
ſoup. I made her afterwards take twenty grains 
of rhubarb in powder, in a ſpoonful of ſoup, which 
carried off the vomiting entirely, and brought her 
to her ſtomach ; in the ſeventh month the vomiting 
returned with more violence than before, which 
made me have recourſe to the ſame means; but 
the vomiting not giving way ſo eaſily, I was forced t 
uſe the powdered rhubarb for three days before it 
had any effect. The vomiting being ceaſed, leſt it 
ſnould return, I made her take twelve grains of 
rhubarb now and then, to her very lying-in, which 
was very eaſy ; and the child as large and fat as if 
the mother had always taken good nouriſhment. 


REFLEXILION. 


Bleeding was of ſervice to this woman, notwith- 
ſtanding the weak ſtate ſhe ſeemed to be in, the 
weakneſs being cauſed by nothing but repletion. 


OBSERVATION XLIV. 


The fifth of February 1687, I was deſired to go 
two leagues off, to ſee a lady two months gone with 
child, who laboured under continual Vomitings, 
ſtraining moſt violently, tho* ſhe eat nothing, and 
was exceeding weak. No remedy ſeemed more 
adviſeable than Bleeding, to empty the veſlels, and 
make room for a gentle purge, eſpecially as this 
lady ſeemed very much 2 having no ſleep. I 
took away eight ounces of blood, which came away 
freely, and which ſhe bore very well; this induced 
me to repeat the Bleeding, and order her ſome Glyſters 
of whey without any thing elſe : being now able to 
Peep, her ſtomach ſomewhat better, and her vomiz- 
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ing leſs, I boiled the pulp of four ounces of al 
in half a pint of water, adding to it an ounce 
manna, and an ounce of the compound ſyrup of 
apples, I divided the whole in two parts, which ſhe 
took at two hours diſtance from one another. I 
left this ſpace between the two doſes, that if ſhe 
threw up the firſt, the ſecond might anſwer my in- 
tention, which was to evacuate the ſuperfluous hu- 
mours which corrupted in the Stomach, and were 
voided but in part by the Vomitings; ſo that there 
remained always enough behind to ſpoil the little 
food ſhe took. 

Theſe remedies anſwered very well for fans 
time; but in the ſixth month her Vomilings return- 
ing, I was forced to have recourſe to the ſame me- 
thod, which freed her entirely. I delivered her 
of a daughter, who did very well, neither was ſhe 
long in getting up again, 


REFLEXION, 


This lady afterwards, when with child, always 
bled and purged as ſoon as ſhe was attacked with 
the leaſt nauſea z by which means ſhe did very well. 

I uſed rhubarb with the firſt of theſe women, be- 
cauſe her belly was opened, the laft being very 
coſtive and reſtleſs, I uſed the pulp of caffia, 
which of all purgers heats the leaſt, and ſooneſt 
cauſes ſleep. 

The return of the Yomitings ſhew-that authors fol- 
low their own notions, rather than experience, when 
they fay that the child when bigger, conſumes 
more nouriſhment ; and there being conſequently 
no more ſuperfluous humours, the vomiting ceaſes : 
for was this true, all women would vomit to the 
fourth or fifth month, and no farther ; which is 
far from being fact. 


CH AP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


07 the Repletion cauſed by Pregnancy, and of the 
Swellings of the Hips and inferior Extremities. 


Ometimes the ſuppreſſion of the menſes cauſes fo 
great a repletion of the veſſels, that the whole 
habit ſuffers from it, eſpecially the ſtomach, loins, 
and hips; there is alſo a wearineſs in the arms and 
legs, and a general indolence. This happens, be- 
cauſe the humours not being diſcharged by vomit-- 
ing, tranſpiration, or ſome other way, they fall 
upon the feet and legs upon the account of their 
ſituation 3 they being alſo more expoſed to cold, 
and their pores conſequently leſs open, and the cir- 
culation more languid from their diſtance from the 
heart, This appears plainly from women having 
little or no ſwelling at all in the feet and legs, when 
they have kept their bed any time. This ſwelling 
is ſometimes continued to the hips, but rarely to the 
whole habit of body. | el 
I have ſametimes ſeen theſe ſuperfluous humours 
paſs ſuddenly from one place to another in a ſur- 
priſing manner. In theſe caſes I have always put 
Bleeding in practice, unleſs ſomething oppoſed it, as 
a woman having a great averſion to it, in which 
caſe it would occaſion ſo great a ſhock to the conſti- 
tution, as to be better let alone, tho? never fo re- 
quiſite; other evacuations muſt then be ſubſtituted 
in its place. | 
Thoſe that are troubled with this diſorder, have 
ſeldom any vomiting, which ſhews that theſe hu- 
mours, not being diſchar upwards, mix with 
the blood by — of - chyle, and are after- 
wards ſeparated by the glands of the ſkin, but be- 
ing of too groſs a nature to tranſpire, remain there, 


and 
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and form tumours in the inferior parts, which re- 
tain for ſome time the impreſſion of the finger. 

The evacuation of the humours muſt be at- 
tempted by Bleeding, purging, diureticks, and thoſe 
things which aſſiſt perſpiration, 


OBSERVATION XLV. 


The eleventh of May 1687, I went to a lady five 
months gone with child, who had an averſion to all 
ſort of nouriſhment, and who was ſwelled from the 
feet to the hips ; which ſwelling uſed to leſſen con- 
ſiderably when ſhe kept her bed; but reſpiration 
was rendered more difficult, and the ſwelling pitted 


to a great degree. I adviſed her not to keep her 


bed much; and having examined her well, I bled 
her twice in four days, ordered her a glyſfer, and 
the next day purged her with half a drachm of rhu- 
barb and a pugil of anniſeed infuſed in a glaſs of wa- 
ter, with the addition of an ounce of manna, half 
an ounce of recent pulp of caſſia, and an ounce of 
the ſyrup of peach bloſſoms. The ſwelling began 
to abate, and another ſuch potion repeated, reſtored 
her appetite, and there remained to her Delivery, 
which was an eaſy one, nothing but a trifling ſwel- 
ling of the legs, 


REFLEXION. 


The difficulty of breathing this lady laboured 
under when a bed, and the diminution of the ſwel- 
ling of the lower parts, made me ſuſpect a refjpx of 


the humours towards the breaſt, which might eaſily 
happen when the body was upon a level; this chiefly 
induced me to bleed her, and to forbid her lying 
a bed, to prevent the dropſy of the Thorax, which 
is hardly ever cured ; whereas I never ſaw thoſe 
forts of fevellings bring on any bad conſequence, they 

| generally 
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generally going off after lying · in, unleſs they have 
been occaſioned by any great flooding, or are ac- 
companied with convulſions. 

The fwellings abating in the lower parts upon 
keeping her bed, was alſo owing to the perſpira- 
tion of part of theſe humours. 

Thoſe women that lead an eaſy and ſedentary 
life are more ſubject to thoſe ſwellings, than thoſe 
that undergo hard labour, becauſe part of the hu- 
mours are worked off by them, and their food too 
being leſs ſucculent, leſs ſuperfluities are produced. 

I have, tho? ſeldom, ſeen the arms and: hands 
ſeized with theſe ſorts of ſtwellings. The greateſt 
difficulty that attends them, is to know how to act 
when a woman is near her time; but the lachia ge- 
nerally carries them off in a little while. 


OBsERVATION XLVL 


Two ladies, much about the ſame time, became ſo 
fuelled in the laſt months of their Pregnancies, from 
the feet to the hips, that they were forced to wrap 
up their legs with napkins, the boot-ſtockings of 
their huſband's being too little for chem; their 
thighs were of a ſurpriſing bigneſs ; the binding of 
their petticoats made an impreſſion in the ſkin deep 
enough to bury two or three fingers in; and they 
could not be turned in their beds without help. 

I laid them both in March 1699; they had a 

time, and got up again in three weeks, their 
legs and other parts having entirely recovered their 
former condition, 


REFLEXION. 


As theſe ſwellings did not become fo exceſſive till 
the laſt months of their Pregnancies, and their ſto- 
mach was good without nauſeas or W 
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left it to the lochia to reſtore them, which really 


happened fo ; after which I purged them, this be- 
ing neceſſary. bes 8 


Though hard working people are leſs ſubject to 


theſe complaints than others, yet they are not ab- 


ſolutely free from them; the badneſs of their food 
having often the ſame effect as the too great rich- 
neſs of it has in others. 
OBsERvaTION XLVII. 
February the ſeventh; 1691, I was ſent for to the 


wife of a corn-threſher, who was very poor; ſhe 
was ſwelled from head to foot, and very near her 


time, and fo weak and overpowered; that ſhe could 
not move or alter her poſition, However, ſhe 
wanted no neceſſaries, they being furniſhed to her 
by the ladies of Charity Hoſpital. As I ſaw no hope 
tor her but in Delivery, I promiſed her my aſſiſtance 
at that time; accordingly ſhe ſent for me as ſoon as 
her labour came on. I laid her in a little time, not- 
withſtanding the pitiful condition ſhe was reduced 


to. I attended her during her lying-in, out of 


which ſhe ſoon got up in perfect health; but the 
child died almoſt as ſoon as born. 


REFLEXI1ON. 


J think we may wonder how the child could re- 
main alive with ſuch a corrupted nouriihment. 

The chia having cleared her body of all theſe 
noxious humours, I gave her two purges, and pre- 
ſcribed her other ſtrengthening things; by which 
means ſhe recovered ſo well as to become big ſome 
time after, without any of theſe complaints. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Of the Cough, Oppreſſion and Difficulty of Breath- 
ing which pregnant Women are ſubject to. 


Cabin is one of the worſt ſymptoms a big- 
bellied woman can be troubled with, the vio- 
lent ſhakings it cauſes to the borax and con- 
tents of the lower belly, putting her in danger of 
being delivered before her time. There are ſome 
Coughs ſo violent, as to hinder them from ſleeping 
day and night, and which make them throw up all 
they take. They are alſo attended often with vo- 
mitings of blood, and ſometimes with floodings, by 
the Placenta being looſened, which forces us to de- 
liver the woman immediately to ſave her and the 
child's life, if poſſible. The Uterus is alſo ſome- 
times ſo compreſſed by the action of the diaphragm 
and abdominal muſcles occaſioned by the Cough, that 
it is forced open, and throws-out the child it con- 
tains. 
Big-bellied women are ſubject to many other 
complaints, which leave them as ſoon as they are 
delivered; as nauſeas, vomitings, ſwellings of the 
extremities : but when Coughing attends Pregnancy as 
far as Delivery, it then gets ſtrength, and is till 
more intolerable, by the violent ſhakings it cauſes 
during labour, and is an additional evil to the fever 
moſt women are liable to during the flowing of the 
_ and to that which attends the forming of the 
milk. 

Coughing is cauſed by ſome ſharp ſerous humours 
| ſeparated by the ſalival glands, and diſcharged in 
the mouth, -part of which is ſpitted out, the reſt 
. eſcapes under the epiglottis, and falls into the tracheva 
arteria, where it irritates the membrane which lines 
this part, whoſe feeling is ſo exquiſite, that the leaſt 

| | thing, 
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thing, even tho? void of ſharpneſs, brings on a con- 
tinual contraction upon it; till it be thrown off, 
which contraCtion is the more violent, the leſs the 
humour be in quantity, thete being more difficulty 
in throwing it off, upon the account of its ſmall- 
neſs. This humour may alſo be filtrated in the 
very lungs, by the means of the glands which are 
interſperſed in its ſubſtance, and ſpread itſelf upon 
its membranes, and irritate them, thereby cauſing 
a Cougb. 


OBSERVATION XLVIII. 


The twenty- third of December 168 3, a citizen's 
wife of this town, three months gone with child, 
ſent for me. I found her tormented with the moſt 
grievous Cough imaginable it was rather a how]- 
ing; ſhe for the molt part vomited up all ſhe took; 
and theſe vomitings were often intermixed with 
blood ; ſhe was alſo continually wet with her urine, 
which ſhe could not keep in. As luckily, ſhe had no 
averſion for any food, I began by making her uſe 
ſome light ſoups during the day, with very little 
falt in them, and ſome good broth at night, with- 
out any thing ſolid ; and for her drink, in ſix pints 
of water, an ounce and an half of dates, jujubs and 
ſebeſtians, and two fat figs ; making her drink this 
lukewarm, I bled her twice at four days diſtance, 
eight ounces at a time; and as her belly was ſlug- 
giſh, I ordered her ſome glyſters made up with the 
emollient decoction, and two ounces of honey of 
violets. At night ſhe took an ounce of ſyrup of 
wild poppies in a glaſs of her ptiſan; and I purged 
her afterwards with an ounce of manna diſſolved in 
an infuſion of a drachm of rhubarb made alſo in 
her ptiſan. Her Cough diminiſhed conſiderably, 
but did not quite leave her. I repeated the ſame 


remedies, with the addition of ſome chicken water, 
' with. 
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with an ounce of the four cold ſeeds bruiſed, three 
or four ſweet almonds, and a little ſtick of liquo- 
riſh, of which ſhe drank three glaſſes every day. 
With this new help the Cough leſſened ſtill more, 
but not ſo muſt but that ſhe was ſtill troubled with 
it, and was ſo to her delivery and during her lay- 
ing in; neither did ſhe quite get rid of it after 
ſhe was got up, till I preſcribed her the aſs's 
milk, I was but a very little time in delivering 
her, and the child ſuffered no bad effect from her 
diſorder. 


REFLEXION. 


Bleeding was neceſſary here, to empty the veſſels 
in the lungs, and by that means prevent their 
breaking, as alſo to hinder the looſening of the 
Placenta. 

It is entirely neceſſary to drink your liquors 
warm in Couphs, there being nothing more diſa- 
9 to the lungs than cold, if they be never 
o little affected. 


OBSERVATION XLIX. 


The long and hard winter we had in 1684, 
produced many colds; among others a merchant's 
wife of this town was attacked with one. Her 
Cough was very ſtrong, and ſhe ſpit abundance of 
thick viſcous humour, as it generally happens in 
great colds. She ſent for me the ſeventh of March. 
Her Cough and ſpitting ſpared her the trouble of 
telling me what ſhe ailed. I h%d her but once, 
and adviſed her to uſe for her common drink an 
Hydromel, made with a handful of barley, and a ſpoon- 
ful of honey boiled in two pints of water, till no 
more ſcum appeared. A long uſe of this drink 


ſo well ſoftened the acrimony of the humours, and 
G deterged 
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deterged ſo well that ſhe ſpit plentifully and 
eaſily. She was quite cured ſometime before her 
laying in, and both mother and child did very 
well, 


REFLEX1ON. 


This woman being already advanced in her 
Pregnancy, I did not judge it neceſſary to purge 
her, becauſe the Concoction of the humour being 
already made, there was nothing more to do, than 
to eaſe her of it, for which there is no better Re- 
medy than barley. The difficulty of breathing in 
big-bellied women has two cauſes : repletion, oc- 
caſioned by the ſtopping of the menſes, eſpecially 
in thoſe who uſed to have them in great quantity, 
and where the evacuations by vomiting and perſpira- 
tion are ſtopped : and the ſmall ſize of the perſon, 
whence the child is carried fo high as to preſs the 
ſtomach and ſucceſſively the diaphragm. 


OBSERVATION I. 


I have five times delivered a woman of this 
town who was very tall, but very ſlender, who 
carried her children ſo high that they ſeemed to 
be in her ſtomach; and the wife of an officer of 
the court four times, who was ſo ſhort and fat, 
that the aliments could hardly find room, her 
ſtomach being compreſſed between the Uterus and 
diaphragm: whence theſe women uſed to throw 
up whatever they took more than their ſtomach 
could hold, and laboured under a very great dif- 
ficulty of breathing in the laſt months of their 
Pregnancy. I adviſed them to eat rather often than 
much at a time. By theſe means they avoided 
theſe forts of Yomitings, digeſted better, and their 

reſpiration 
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reſpiration was much freer, Their Zabours which 
were ſomewhat long, had always a good iſſue. 


REFLEXILION:, 


Notwithſtanding what Mauriceau ſays; I never 
found that theſe ſorts of Pregnancies which I have 
ſeen in ſeveral other women of this make, evet 
occaſioned Coughing; except when there were any 
ſharp ſeroſities; or too great repletion in the lungs; 
which complaints are often cured before Delivery: 
and then the Cough ceaſes :. whereas Delivery alone 
carries off the difficulty of breathing. 


CHAP. XX: 
Of the ſuppreſſion, difficulty and frequency of 


making water. 


GREAT heat, ſharp humours, or gravel 
that has fallen. from the kidneys into the 
bladder, or has formed itſelf in it are the moſt fre- 
quent cauſes of a difficulty of Urine, and are cured 
by medicines z whereas a ſuppreſſion of Urine which 
is cauſed either by a ſtone lodged in the neck of 
the bladder, or by the head of the child preſſing 
its neck againſt = Os Pubis, is cured only by the 
catheter; an inflammation at the neck of the blad- 
der, brought on by the exceſſive pain of the piles 
or any other cauſe, produces the ſame diſorder and 
requires the ſame cure. The frequency of making 
water ariſes from ſome ſharp or hot humours, or 
by the child's head approaching the paſſage which 
encreaſes as Delivery draws nearer. 


Ons ER. 


G 2 
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OBsERVATION LI. 


In April 1701, a citizen's wife who was big with 
child, conſulted me about a heat of Urine ſhe was 
often troubled with, even a long while before her 
Pregnancy, but which had ſo encreaſed ſince, that 
ſhe found a prodigious difficulty in making water, 
which ſometimes ſtopped by intervals, that laſted 
not long: but ſhe never made water without pain 
ſince her being attacked with this diſorder. I bled 
her and ordered her ſome emollient Glyſters, and a 
Pliſan made with the roots of marſh-mallows and 
dog's-tooth, in a glaſs of which at night was put 
a ſpoonful of the ſyrup of the five opening roots, 
and the next the like quantity of that of Nenufar, 
and thus alternately ; this. brought away a great 
deal of gravel with ſeveral ſmall ſtones. 

I was ſurprized the third of July following, to 
ſee her come into my chamber by three o*clock 
in the morning, complaining of the greateſt pains 
a woman can ſuffer, without being willing to tell 
me the cauſe of it, but at laſt forced by the ex- 
tremity of the torment, ſhe laid herfelf down in the 
middle of the chamber and made me touch a ſtone 
which occupied the Uretbra, ſo large that I almoſt 
deſpaired being able to deliver her from it, conſi- 
dering her preſent condition, After as long a re- 
flection as this accident would permit, I took my 
myrtle leaf with the right hand, introduced the 
middle finger of my left into the Vagina, upon 
which I reſted the ſtone, having firſt puſhed it 
back a little, to make room for the inſtrument z 
after this I puſhed the ſtone forwards ' violently 
with my finger without regarding the tenderneſs 
of the parts I was working upon, dilating at the 
lame time the Uretbra with the myrtle leaf; fo 
that I happily finiſhed the operation by the ex- 
traction 
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traction of the ſtone, which was bigger than a 
large almond, and weighed a full ounce. She was 


eaſy three days after, and had a happy Delivery with- 
out ever after feeling any complaints of this nature. 


OBSERVATION LII. 


A woman five or ſix months gone with child 
lying under the moſt violent pain, upon the ac- 
count of a ſuppreſſion of Urine ſent for me. She 
had a continual liſt to make water, without ever 
a a drop coming away, which had made her ſet up, 
ever ſince the day before. I introduced the ca- 
theter, but finding an inſurmountable reſiſtance, 
tho? I tried never ſo hard, without her making 
the leaſt complaints, from the hope ſhe conceived 
of being eaſed, I introduced my finger into the 
Vagina, by which means I diſcovered the child's 
head quite near, and reſting on the inſide of the 
Os Pubis, between which was compreſſed the neck 
of the bladder, out of which the water flowed in 
great plenty as ſoon as I had a little puſhed back 
the head of the child, and ſhe found herſelf en- 
tirely eaſy, I ſtaid with her for fear of a relapſe, 
which happened that very night ; which engaged 
me to teach her the means of helping herſelf, in 
which ſhe ſucceeded fo well that ſhe put it in prac- 
tice the very next morning before I went into her 
chamber; ſhe was forced to keep to this method 
till her Delivery which was quick, tho? it was one 
of the largeſt children ſhe ever had. | 


OBSERVATION LIII. 


A ſhoemaker's wife of this town in her three 
firſt Pregnancies ſuffered at different times a total 
ſuppreſſion of Urine, occaſioned by the piles, which 
brought on an inflammation in all the fake parts; 

_ not 
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not being able at the ſame time to go to ſtool with» 
out a great deal of pain; which forced her to 
come to me ſeveral times by day and night when 
ſhe was able, otherwiſe to ſend for me. I always 
uſed to make her Urine by uſing the catheter, 
after which ſhe thought her ſelf well, counting 
for nothing the pains of the piles in compariſon of 
thoſe of probing. She took ſeveral emollient Glyſters, 
and was bled twice. I prepared her a bath with the 
decoction of emollient herbs with the addition of two 
_ of milk, in which ſhe was dipped almoſt as 

igh as her navel, her feet hanging out; ſhe re- 
mained in it an hour, morning and night. Theſe 
parts were entirely re-eſtabliſhed by the uſe of theſe 
remedies in two or three days time, during which I 
was forced to uſe the catheter. She was generally 
ſubject to this diſorder two or three times in the 
courſe of one Pregnancy, but it kept abating ever 
ſince the uſe of the bath, and afterwards ſhe was 
quite free from it. Os | 


REFLEXION. 


I uſed the bath at firſt with circumſpection, for 
fear of making her miſcarry, but finding how well 
it agreed with her, I uſed it as freely as I ſhould 
with a woman that was not with child, and I have 
always found a great benefit from it, | 


OBSERVATION LIV. 


Mr. Doucet, doctor of phyſick deſired me in 
February 1692, to go to the pariſh of Teurterille, 
to ſee a poor woman a neighbour of his, who was 
a dying with a total ſuppreſſion of Urine, which 
had baffled all the remidies he could preſcribe, fo 
that he ſaw no other means left but uſing the'ca- 
theter, 1 went immediately, and found him 924 

a 
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Had this woman been big with ſeveral children, 
her belly could not have been larger, ſhe was con- 
tinually tormented with the moſt grievous pains 
from the piles, which was the real cauſe of the 
retention of the faces and Urine, notwithſtanding 
all the Ghfters ſhe had taken by the doctor's order 
for three days. I placed her on her back and in- 
troduced the catheter wel! oiled, as gently as ever 
I could, notwithſtanding which it was very painful 
to her, on account of the great tenderneſs of the 
rts. She made almoſt nine pints of water. And 
ound herſelf ſo much relieved, that turning on 
her ſide with her head down and her hips raiſed, 
ſhe lifred up her ſhift, and faid ſerenely: Sir, you 
that ſee all, and from whom nothing is hid, as you 
have made me void on this fide, do the ſame to 
that: to which I conſented and gave her a Ger, 
which proved of as great ſcrvice as the catheter. 


REFLEXION. 


I would fain know whether if the author of the 
book entitled, Of the Indecency of Women being laid 
by Men, had been with me, he would have tried 
to perſwade this woman to prefer death to my 
aſſiſtance after the example of the princeſs, heireſs 


of Burgundy. 


OBsERVATION LV. 


A young girl of this town having conſulted me 
about an intolerable heat ſhe felt in her private 
parts, which cauſed a very troubleſome ſcalding of 
Urine ; I gueſſed by chance that ſhe eat pepper, 
as many do, to make them as they imagine whiter 
and handſomer than they naturally are. I taxed 
her home with the immoderate uſe of this drug, 
which cauſed an intolerable heat in her ſtomach 

G 4 and 
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and belly, and excited in her at the ſame time 
a violent inclination to venery, whence enſued a 
total or partial ſuppreſſion of the menſes, and conſe- 
quently a 2 on her face and all over her 
body. I charged her to forbear this drug, which 
had its uſe in ſeaſoning ragoos, but taken in ſuch 
great quantities would expoſe her to a paſſion hard 
to conquer, and make her liable to diſhonour her- 
ſelf and family; I told her that at preſent ſhe had 
nothing to do but to dilute and cool herſelf, after 
which J left her and heard no more of her. 

A year after as I was paſſing by the door, the 
mother deſired me to go in, telling me that her 
daughter had a ſuppreſſion of Urine. I aſked her 
whether her water was entirely ſtopped, or whether 
ſhe felt only a heat, and had any pain in making 
ir. She told me very compoſedly, that ſhe had 
not ceaſed to make water, but that it came in 
ſmall quantities, and often. You till feel, ſaid I, 
the effect of pepper, whoſe uſe I am ſure you have 
not forborn according to my advice; but as you 
have no ſuppreſſion, do but take the ſame remedies 
I adviſed before and you will do very well, A 
woman told me as I was going out, that her 
courſes had been ſtopped for a long while, for 
which ſhe was actually under a courſe of phyſick, 
and every morning had taken a Glyter of the de- 
coction of rue, by. the order of a phyſician, I 
was hardly come home before I heard ſhe was 
brought to bed. 


REFLEXION, 


We ſee here the two cauſes of that frequency 
of making water: one from the irritation of the 
parts by ſome hot humours ; the other by the bear- 
ing of the Uterus and child upon the bladder, 
whence not being able to dilate to contain the wa- 
ter, 
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ter, it is forced to evacuate it as ſoon as received, 
as we ſee it happens not only during /abour but 
ſome days before; and this ought not ſo much to 
be called an incontinency of Urine as a frequent 
liſt to make water. 


CH AP. HEL 
Of the fituation of the child in the Uterus. 


LL authors agree that the child in the Uterus 
has its back towards that of the mother, 
the heels backwards, the hands upon the 
knees, with the head reſting on them till the ſe- 
venth month; that at this time the head growing 
heavier by the encreaſe of its bulk, draws the 
body down, making it topple, and that then the 
head is below and the feet above, the face to- 
wards the mother's back, as to any thing elſe, re- 
maining in the ſame poſture it was in before, 
which is the ſituation in which it remains to 
the ninth month, and in which it comes into 
the world; that all other ſituations are againſt 
nature, | 

But if this ſituation was conſtant, all children 
that come into the world before the ſeventh month 
muſt neceſſarily preſent the feet or buttocks, and 
thoſe that come after that time ſhould preſent the 
head or hands; whereas all practitioners muſt 
agree that they have delivered women whoſe chil- 
dren before the ſeventh month preſented the head 
or hands, or after the ſeventh preſented the feet 
or buttocks, and this by the meer act of nature, 
the ſurgeon or midwiſe not having any ways con- 
tributed towards making them come in that 
poſture. | 

It is very true that in the firſt months the child 
has no certain ſituation : as we ſee when in the - 
. con 
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cond or third month it unhappily comes forth 
wrapped up in the membranes and ſwimming in 
the waters; but when it grows bigger, there is a 
neceſſity for it to take an advantageous ſituation, 
agreeable to the place in which it is lodged, and 
according to the different degrees of bigneſs it ac- 
quires, it ought to have the legs bent, the heels 
towards the buttocks, the head reſting on the 
knees, and the hands hanging down on the ſides, 
without however this ſituation being conſtant. 

To clear up this miſtake, we need only attend to 
the motions of the child. If it was always in 
one poſture, its whole body muſt move at once; 
but on the contrary, there are ſome children who 
move ſo diſtinctly, that they ſeem to threaten 
piercing their mother's bellies, with the ſharp an- 
gles formed by the part they move, or by the 
exceſſive ſwelling perceivable both to ſight and 
touch, ſometimes in one part of the belly, ſome- 
times in another, as if it was the head, buttocks, 
or knees, and by ſeveral other marks, which any 
man may take notice of, when he is in bed 
with his wife. At other times children ſtrike 
the belly ſo regularly, that I have been told by 
ſeveral women that their children were ſubject to 
the hickups. All theſe motions are very ſenſible 
to women who enjoy a good ſtate of health, are 
not too fat, and whoſe children are not too large, 
becavſe in this caſe the Uerus is ſo filled that no 
motion can be felt but that of the whole child at 
once, hke that of a ball. 

It is objected that a delivery before its time can- 
not be made uſe of as a proof, becauſe the child 
at that time feeling fome extraordinary pains, 
changes 1ts natural poſture tor ſome unnatural one, 
ſuch as chance may give it; neither can we judge of 
the ſituation of a child by that we find it in, at 


the opening a woman who died of any diſtemper ; 
becauſe 
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becauſe no doubt can be made but that the woman 
ſuffered greatly before her death, and that the 
child whoſe life is connected with hers muſt have 
been a partaker in her ſuffering, which may have 
occaſioned ſome violent motions, ſufficient to make 
it change its ſituation. 

But I would fain know whether miſcarriages, and 
the opening of women who died when with child, 
are not more likely means to bring us to the 
knowledge of this, than a meer hypotheſis raiſed 
without any foundation on experience. Beſides, all 
children that come into the world before their 
time do not fee] pain, and conſequently are not 
forced to take an unnatural poſture ; ſince, to de- 
liver women in floodings, I have often been forced 
to break the membranes which contained the 
waters to ſeek for the feet, the children having 
had no room to alter their ſituation, which I have 
generally found contrary to that which is fixed 
by authors. 

As to children's changing their ſituation when 
their mothers die before the time of delivery, I can- 
not clear up this matter more than by the caſe of 
Mrs. —— —— who died in a fit of apoplexy 
which was very ſhort, and without any convulſions: 
for if we ever die without pain, it muſt be in 
that diſtemper, where we are deprived both of 
motion and ſenſe. 


OBSERVATION LVI. 


I was deſired in April 1712, to go to the pariſh 
of Colombi: to ſee a lady ſix months gone with 
child, that was fallen in an apoplectic fit; I ſoon 
got there, tho? it was a long league off, I car- 
ried along with me an emetic, the fal armoniac, 
cupping-glaſſes, and veſicatories; but the* lady 
expiring juſt as I came, I wanted nothing but 2 

| inciſion. 
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inciſion knife to open her body, to procure the 


benefit of baptiſm to the child. But notwithſtand- 
ing all my haſte I found it dead, the head, hand, 


and feet occupied the inferior 


rt of the Uterus, 


being kept up by the inſide of the % ilia, and 
the back formed a ſort of vault, which anſwered 
to the ſhape of the Uterus, the Placenta being be- 


tween them. 


REFLEXI1ON, 
I make no doubt of this child's being 


in the 


ſame poſture, before the lady was taken ill, and 
of his remaining ſo to the time of delivery, as he 
ſeemed no ways conſtrained : ſo that his head would 
indubitably have come forwards, when the pains 


came on, to come naturally into the world. 


OBSERVATION LVII. 


The thirteenth of November 1704, I was ſent 
for in haſte to ſee a tall young woman, about five 
months gone with child, whom they thought in a 
fainting fit, but I judged her certainly dead, and 


propoſed the opening her, to procure holy 


bap- 


tiſm to the child, who might ſtill be alive: but 
as they perſiſted in believing her in a fit, out of 


which ſhe might recover, they made me delay the 


operation too long; I found the child dead, lay- 


ing acroſs in the Uterus, the arms extended 


along, 


its body on both ſides, the legs bent up, and the 
heels towards the buttocks; I emptied the waters, 


and left the reſt in the mother's belly. 


OBSERVATTION LVIII. 


The twenty-ninth of May 1705, I opened the 


body of a woman five or 


ſix months gone with 


child, 


"WP 
- 
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child, who died of a fluxion upon her breaſt at- 
tended with a continual fever, whoſe child had 
the legs towards the bottom of the Uzerus, and bent, 
the heels towards the buttocks, the arms extended 
along its body, and the head downwards, as it 
happens in natural labours. This woman did not 
feel her child during the whole courſe of her ill- 
neſs, and felt no pains in her belly and loins ; 
which inclined me to believe that this. child was 
not yet fixed, and that it might ſtill have altered 
its ſituation ſeveral times, before its coming 1nto 
the world; 


REFLEXION. 


From theſe obſervations, I judge that the child's 
ſituation in the Uzerus is without any rule, and that 
it alters upon any thing extraordinary happening 
to. the mother or child. 


CHAP XXL 


The circumvolutions of the navel-ſtring round 
different parts of the Child, are proofs that 
it is not always in one and the ſame fituation 
in the Uterus. 


OW can we conceive the Child to have a 
fixed and conſtant ſituation in the 'Uterus, 
when at the time of delivery we find the navel-firing 
ſurrounding ſo many different parts? Theſe circum- 
volutions muſt either be from the very firſt confor- 
mation, or after the Child is not only formed but 
grown up to ſome ſtrength; which cannot hap- 
2 without the Child's moving the parts of its 
y differently, for otherwiſe the chord could 
only ſurround its body in that ſituation it is fi 
poſed in, that is, bind the body, legs and arms 
together like a lump, which the mother could not 


get 
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get rid of in delivery, before the fring was broke; 
which I have never ſeen, nor heard related by 
others. Now if the Child entangles itſelf in the 
ring only during its different motions in the Ute- 
rus, this- firing muſt have the liberty of paſſing be- 
tween the head and knees to make one two and 
even three circumvolutions round the neck; it 
muſt alſo paſs between the body and thighs to 
be able to go from one ſhoulder to the armpit 
of the other ſide, after the manner of a faſh; and 
from the neck between the thighs ; it would alſo 
be impracticable for it to make ſo many turns round 
the arm like bracelets, and round the leg like gar- 
ters, if the hands were fixed upon the knees; of 
the legs againſt the buttocks; 


. 


The pretended toppling which happens to the 
Child at the ſeventh month, is without foun- 
dation, and contrary to reaſon. 


T is the ſentiment of all authors, that by the 

order of a foreſeeing nature, the Child topples 
in the ſeventh month, to be prepared for its go- 
ing out, the violence of this motion ſo fatigues 
it, and the Uterus is ſo irritated thereby, that 
the mother often brings forth, and the Child dies 
by the inability it is in to ſuffer two ſuch violent 
ſhocks, ſo near one another. But I dare affirm 
that if this zoppling happens at all, it does not to 
all children, nor in the fixed time of ſeven months, 
ſince otherwiſe they would all come with the head 
firſt ; and ſuppoſe this happened ſome time before 
delivery, which I don't believe, (but only when na- 
ture is diſpoſed to it, according to the natural or- 
der, both by the means of the glairy humour which 


diſtilk from the Nerus, and the waters which the 
pains 
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pains force out) it is not reaſonable to believe that 
the Uterus ſhould ſuffer more from thence than 
from all the other violent motions the Child daily 
makes when it is ſtrong and vigorous: and if the 
woman happens to miſcarry at that time and the 
Child dies, its death ought not to be attributed to 
the irritation the Werus ſuffered, or to its want of 
ſtrength to bear two ſuch violent ſhocks one upon 
another; but rather to ſome natural indiſpoſition, 
or to the weakneſs of the greateſt part of thoſe 
children, who come into the world too young. to 
take what is neceſſary for their ſuſtenance and 
growth, | | 

If we reflect ſeriouſly as far as reaſon and expe- 
rience can guide us, do not we find the Child in 
the Uterus reſembling a longiſh ball, and in a quan- 
tity of water if not ſufficient to make it ſwim, 
at leaſt capable of facilitating to it any motion 
it is inclined to, whether it be to move the head 
up or down, ſideways, forwards or backwards, be- 
ing alſo aſſiſted in theſe by the different ſituations 
of the mother, as ſhe is ſtanding, ſitting, or lying 
on any fide? This appears plain enough to the 
ſurgeon when he is — to break the mem- 
branes to ſeek for the feet, when he finds that the 
Uterus gives liberty to the Child to take indifferently 
any ſituation, without its being forced to keep to 
any, unleſs reſtrained to it by ſomething extra- 
ordinary, _ 

If authors agree that it is only during the many 
and often repeated motions that the circumvolu- 
tions of the ſtring round the neck and arms hap- 
pen, mult they not alſo be forced to grant that it 
mult be by the Child's ſeveral times zoppling over, 
that the ſtring paſſes from the neck between the 
thighs, and from the thighs to the neck again, as 
I have ſeen ſeveral times? 

From 
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From thence I am perſwaded that the Child has 
no certain ſituation in the Uterus, and that if it 
topples over at a time remote from delivery, it 
is merely by chance, there being no occaſion to do 
it before the time of delivery. 


CHAP. XXIV. 
Of the uſe of the membranes and waters, 


HE formation and uſe of the membranes 

have been ſo juſtly ſpoken of by Mauriceau, 

that it would be in vain for me to pretend to add 
any thing further. As for the waters, authors 
diſagree ſo much about their origin and uſe, that 
I muſt ſay ſomething of them, Du Laurens and 
Bartbolin are of opinion that the urine of the Child 
- contributes chiefly to them. The laſt would have 
it come by the Penis, others by the Uracus ; which 
Mauriceau has refuted beyond a reply: to which I 
add, that was the urine to furniſh theſe waters, it 
would no doubt acquire a bad ſmell by its long 
ſtay in one place, as it ha =_ to that which 1s de- 
tained too long in the bladder from any cauſe, 
either in adults or the youngeſt children, having 
been forced to ſearch one three days after he was 
born, that had not made a drop of water, whoſe 
belly was hard, tenſe and painful, making a con- 
tinual moan, and who muſt ſoon have died, if 
he had not been helped. I found his little Penis 
not at all obſtructed as far as the neck of the blad- 
der, where was found a fort of adherence ſtrong 
enough to intercept the courſe of the water; but 
which yielded to the leaſt preſſure of the catheter, 
which I afterwards paſſed quite into the bladder, 
and by that means diſcharged a pretty large quan- 
tity of water, conſidering the age of the Child, 


which had a very diſagreeable ſmell, whereas the 
other 
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other waters have generally no ſmell at all. Be- 
ſides, if the waters of the Child proceeded from 
the urine; there ought to have been none, or very 
little in the delivery of this, who in all likelihood 
made no water at all ; whereas I found them in 
great quantities. 3 5 

There is never any bad ſmell in the toaters,. ex- 

it be occaſioned by the Chila's death, or ſome 
other foreign body ; and even then this ſmell is not 
perceived till after the membranes are broke; and the 
air has introduced itſelf. | 
 Mauriceau imagines theſe waters to be produced 
from the humours which exhale continually from 
the Child's body. But is it not likely that theſe waters 
are ſeparated from the blood in the Placenta; by the 
means of glands, and diſcharged afterwards in the 
cavity of the membranes by the lymphatic veſſels; which 
are found in great quantities in all theſe parts, as 
the learned Mr. Meri ſhewed us once at the Hotel- 
Dieu; in the Lying-in Ward, at the opening of a wo- 
man that was juſt dead, to draw out the Child ? 
This excellent-anatomiſt ſhewed us very plainly theſe 
lymphatic veſſels, full of a very tranſparent /erum; 
creeping not only on the membranes which contained 
the waters, but on all the parts of generation, there 
being alſo ſome very conſiderable ones on the coats 
of the large veins and arteries. This was a very fa- 
vourable opportunity, as theſe veſſels diſappear a 
very little time after death. 

The ſerum being diſcharged continually in the 
membranes by the means of theſe veſſels; the moſt 
ſubtle parts of it inſinuate themſelves into the pores; 
and are received into the capillary veſſels which ter- 
minate in the membranes, proceeding from thence to 
larger, till they reach the umbilical vein; to be car- 
ried back again to the mother; ſo that theſe waters 
really circulate; tho? not ſo faſt as other humours 3 
and without this; would be _ danger of ing 

This 
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This happens in the ſame manner as to the waters 
which are contained in the pericardium. Beſides, 
may not theſe waters inſinuate themſelves into the 
pores of the Chil#s ſkin, and circulate that way, as 
we ſee abſceſſes of the lower belly penetrate into the 
inteſtines thro* their coats, which are of a harder 
contexture than the ſkin of a Child, to be diſcharged 
by ſtool ? or as matter in the thorax makes its way 
into the lungs, and is vomited up thro the wind- 
pipe, or gets into the circulation, and is voided by 
urine ? | 

Tho? the uſe of theſe waters be to keep up the 
Child, and hinder it from ſtriking too roughly 
againſt the ſides of the Uterus ; yet it is requiſite 
that it ſhould be alive : for when once it 1s dead, 
the waters are of very little ſervice to the mother ; 
one of the chief diagnaſticts of this accident being 
the Child's falling like a lump on that fide on which 
the woman lies, or cauſing an intolerable weight in 
the lower belly, when ſhe is ſtanding, which brings 
on a continual deſire of making water, by the com- 
preſſion the bladder ſuffers z or a total ſuppreſſion 
of it by the neck of the bladder being ſqueezed 
between the Os Pubis and the Child, when it is come 
down into the Pelvis. 

The waters are of great ſervice in Delivery. A 
block of wood, carried away by the ſtream of a 
flowing water, which leſſens as it runs, and ſtopping 
where the ater fails it, bears a great reſemblance 
to a happy Delivery, where the Child, immediately 
after the membranes are broke, follows the waters, 


juſt before they are entirely come away; as it hap- 


pens generally to four or five women of this town, 
who are my patients. 


Os E R- 
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OBSERVAT TON LIX, 
Theſe women have ſuch happy Deliveries, that 
awaking with ſome ſlight pains, and ſending for me 
immediately, I have not time to dreſs before they 
are brought to bed. 


OBSERVATION LX. 


One of theſe women being one day ſeized with 
labour-pains, and being alone in her chamber, went 
to call ſome of her neighbours out of the window ; 
and was delivered there, letting the Child fall upon 
the floor : from the window ſhe went to her bed, 
drawing the Child acroſs the room by the ſtring, 
and yet neither mother nor child ſuffered by it 
the ſtring did not break, nor the Placenta come 
away: | 
This is what we call the Child's following the wa- 
ters, as the block which is carried along the ſtream, 
from whence reſults a happy Delivery; as the waters 
are more or leſs come away, it becomes more or 
leſs difficult, and exceedingly ſo, when there are 
none left. | ] 

I am always eaſy with a woman, let her labour 
be never ſo long, provided the membranes. are not 
broke, never opening them myſelf, unleſs ſome 
unlucky accident at firſt, or to be feared afterwards, 
forces me to it; which method I adviſe to all 

young practitioners, ſome midwives, by their un- 
ſeaſonable hurry, and with the vain hopes cf for- 
warding-Delivery, daily putting women in danger 
of their lives. When the waters come away at the 
frſt pains, and the parts are grown dry, your hand 
being drawn away without being wetted in the leaſt, 
the woman muſt then undergo a great deal of fa- 
3 tigue, 


100 A general Treatiſe of MID WIR. 


tigue, eſpecially if the pains are ſlight, and more 
likely to weaken her, than to forward. Delivery. 

All we can do in theſe caſes, is to wait with pa- 
tience, without diſturbing the patient, reſting ſa- 
tisfied with making her take ſomething eaſy of di- 
geſtion ; as a little ſoup, or broth, or a toaſt in wine, 
to revive and refreſh nature, 


OBsERvaTion LXI. 


1 made uſe of this method with a carpenter's 
wife of this town, whoſe waters had been come 
away five days, during which ſhe ſuffered ſome 
flight pains, which kept returning now and then, 
but bore not downwards in the leaſt, which made 
me fear this labour would have had a bad iſſue. I 
gave her ſome good nouriſhment, ſuffering her to 
he in that poſture which was moſt commodious to 
her. I kept her in this manner, till the moſt vio- 
lent pains came on, two or three of which would 
have been ſufficient with the help of the waters, but 
the Child being now dry, ſhe was forced to endure 
the moſt violent pains for five hours, tho* I kept 
continually anointing the parts with oil, as far as ever 
I could, to ſupply in ſome meaſure the want of the 
waters. She was at laſt brought to bed of a ſtout 
girl, that was in good health. She was of a ſtrong 
robuſt conſtitution, without which ſhe never could 
have gone thro? fo hard a labour. 


REFLEXI1ON, 


1 never tried, in theſe caſes, the purging potions 
and Gleedings, which are ſo much — by 
many, without being convinced of their inſignifican- 
cy; it being more requiſite to keep up the patient's 
ſtrength, than to diminiſh it, as theſe remedies 
maſt do. | 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXV. 


Of what a Surgeon ought to know, to carry a 
woman ſafely thro a natural Delivery, 


HERE are many things, beſides what has 
been faid in the chapter of natural Deliveries 
in general, which deſerve the ſurgeon's attention; 
ſince it is certain, that there are more women periih 
after theſe Deliveries, by ſome error or other, than 
after the moſt painful and moſt laborious ones. 
When the time of Delivery is come, the child 
ought to have the head downwards, which will 
cauſe an indolence in all the woman's actions, a dit- 
ficulty in walking, and painful ſenſations about the 
loins; and as the child comes more forwards, theſe 
complaints increaſe, and new ones come on, as the 
frequent deſire of making water, the flowing down of 
a glairy humour, to facilitate Delivery ; theſe are ſome- 
times ſtreaked here and there with red filaments, 
which ſome imagine to foretel a boy ; but this is 
cauſed by the head of the child, dilating and 
ſtretching out the parts, as it advances towards the 
ſſage, whereby ſome ſmall veſſels are tore, and 
afford a few drops of blood, which appear equally, 
whether it be a boy or a girl. I have ſometimes ſeen 
this blood in ſuch a quantity, as to make me fear a 
flooding, | 
The painful ſenſations in the loins change to real 
pains, which affect all the lower belly, and bear 
downwards, increaſing more and more, together 
with the other complaints, as the child's head ad- 
vances. There comes on alſo a deſire of going to 
ſtool and making water, without being able to do 
either, on account of the preſſure of the head upon 
the Anus and neck of the bladder; alſo vomitings, 
by the ſympathy there is between the Uterus 2 
f 1 3 Stomach, 
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Stomach, and by the ſame 40 aw with all the 
membranous parts, ſhe is ſeized with ſhiverings, 
which are the immediate forerunners of the pains. 

Inquietudes, ſhrieks, the inability of keeping one 
ſame poſture, a diſturbed countenance, a variable- 
neſs of temper, are ſo many ſigns of the approach 
of Delivery. 

The ſurgeon ought at this time to touch the wo- 
man with one finger dipped in oil; if during a pain, 
he finds the membranes roo much diſtended by the 
waters, he muſt ſtay till the pain be off, becauſe then 
the reflux of them gives room to diſcover what 
part preſents 4 if it be the head, let him examine, 
whether the face is downwards. When all things 
are right, he muſt cauſe a little ſlanting bed to bo 
made near the fire in winter, tho? even in ſummer 
there muſt be ſome fire at hand to warm the clouts, 
upon theaccount of the ſhiverings the woman is ſub- 
ject to. The patient muſt lie with the head ſome- 
what raiſed, with an equal deſcent from the ſhoul- 
ders to the hips, with a fort of hollowing in, 
or fall from that part to the bottom of the bed, that 
nothing may obſtruct the birth; there muſt be a 
folded cloth underneath to receive the child, or 
any other thing, as glairy humours, urine, waters, 
cr faces : there muſt be a cloth four times double 
under the loins, the knees raiſed and kept aſunder, 
with two perſons to hold the ends of the cloth with 
one hand to raile the patient when there is occaſion, 
and with the other, the knees aſunder, with the 
heels as near the buttocks as poſſible, and reſtin 
againſt the feet of the bed, or any other ſolid 
thing; ſhe muſt take hold of ſomething that makes 
a reſiſtance; and ſome perſon muſt be at the bed's 
head to lean on her ſhoulders, if there 1s occaſion, 
to hinder her from drawing herſelf upwards, in the 
violence of the pains ; which would be very trou- 
bleſome to the ſurgeon, 


A large 
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A large cloth muſt alſo be laid over the woman's 
knees to cover her as low as the feet, not only to 
defend her from the cold, but for decency ſake. 

She muſt be encouraged to ſtrive as if going to 
ſtool, if this ſhould happen, as it often does, the 
ſullied cloths muſt be changed for clean ones. If 
the labour laſts ſo long as to fatigue the woman, ſhe 
may extend her legs while the pains are off, putting; 
them in the ſame poſture as ſoon as they return. 

The ſurgeon mult be provided with clean water, 
a waxed thread, and a pair of ſciſſars, with ſome 
ſort of cordial liquor, to give a ſpoonful of now 
and then to the patient, not forgetting the broth, 
toaſt in wine, or any thing elſe of that ſort, as time 
and place will afford. | 

The ſurgeon muſt be placed commodiouſly near 
the patient, to be at hand after the membranes are 
broke and waters come away, to help the birth of 

the child, by aſſiſting the pains, that it may not ſtay 
long in the paſſage. He muit examine, whether 
the umbilical chord is not twiſted round the child's 
neck, or any other parts, that he may diſentangle 
them. When the child is born, it muſt be 
placed between the mother's legs, till the Placenta 
be come away, then let her reſt a little, after ha- 
ving given her ſome broth ; the umbilical chord muſt 
be tied at an inch diſtance from the child's navel, 

and cut off at the like diſtance from the ligature. 

After this a ſoft warm cloth folded in ſeveral dou- 

bles, muſt be laid over the woman's breaſt ; ſhe 

muſt put on a fort of waiſtcoat, with her ſhift over 

it, a folded table-cloth round her, in which ſhe is 

to be wrapped up from the waiſt to the feet, with a 

compreſs five or ſix double, on her private parts, 

then be put into a warm bed, there to reſt quietly. 

The neglect of ſome of theſe cautions has given 

riſe to the following obſervations. 


H 4 OssER- 
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OBSERVATION LXII. 


A woman of this town being in labour, ſent for 
me the third of Fuly 1687. 1 found all things in a 
right way, the child being in a right poſition, got 
lower down at each pain, and conſequently dilated 
the mouth of the Lierus, and cauſed the rupture of 
ſome ſmall veſſel, which gave the glairy humours 
that came down, a light tincture of blood, which 
increaſed by the further opening of the veſſel, as 
the head advanced more forwards, ſo that it came 
forth as the blood does in a gentle bleeding, which 
diminiſhed immediately upon the head's going 
back; this made me hope that Delivery, which by 
theſe marks could not be far off, would put an end 
to this ſymptom :; but two women, who ſeemed 
ſtruck with 1t, by whiſpering to one another, put 
the patient's mind into ſuch a confuſion, that ſhe 
was immediately taken with a ſhivering, and the 
pains left her from eleven in the morning till fix at 
night; during all this time, I ſtrove all I could to 
perſuade her that there was nothing uncommon in 
this complaint, as it ceaſed with the pains : at laſt 
the pains returned again, and the blood came down 
again more and more, as they increaſed, without 
her being willing to encourage her pains, from the 
apprehenſion ſhe was in of increaſing this flux of 
blood : but the child being ſtrong, joined its own 
endeavours, and finiſhed this Delivery; to which I 
dare to ſay, that the confidence ſhe repoſed in me, 
was of great ſervice, which in ſome degree relieved 
her from the uneaſineſs ſhe had been thrown into 
by theſe two women, thinking ſhe had heard them 
lay, that ſhe ſhould die by that loſs of blood. 


Re- 
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REFLEXION, 


If this bleeding had come from the bottom of 
the Uterus, it would have rather ſtopped, as the 
head came forwards, and returned again with more 
force, as the head went back, having then room 
to flow out. 

We ſee of how great importance it is not to 
whiſper on theſe occaſions, a woman's mind being 
ingenious in forming from thence conjectures dit- 
advantageous to herſelf. 


OBSERVATION LXIIL. 


The 28th of Fuly 1697, the Marchioneſs of . . . ., 
whom I was with, about thirty leagues from this 
town, was taken in the morning as ſhe awoke 
with the moſt violent pains. I went into her 
chamber, and finding the child well placed, the wa- 
ters formed, and the membranes ready to break 
at the next pain, I thought it would not be Jong 
before ſhe was brought to bed, as alſo upon the ac- 
count of her frequent moanings, her violent moti- 
ons, and her continual inquietudes ; which by ex- 
perience, become ſurer ſigns than can well be ex- 
preſſed in writing: but I had no ſooner laid her 
on the little bed, but every thing changed, by the 
fear ſhe was in, leaſt I ſhould uſe my eyes as well 
as hands. She could not be got out of this error 
becauſe ſhe did not mention it, till her waiting- 
maid in whom ſhe put a great confidence, was 
come to her, to whom ſhe declared the reaſon of 
her diſturbance ; but being aſſured taat it was even 
impoſſible to ſee her feet, ſhe recovered from her 
error, the pains returned more violently than be- 
fore, and ſhe was delivered in a little time, — 
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her waiting-maid whether ſhe was well covered, 
even in the midſt of the ſtrongeſt pains, 


REFLEXION. 


The preſence of diſagreeable people during 4. 
bour is as great an obſtacle tg delivery, as the neg- 
le& of the two forementioned cautions, 


OBSERVATION LXIV. 


Being ſent for to deliver a lady, her /abour came 
on ſo as to make me expect that it would ſoon be 
over: but a neighbour of hers, I ſuppoſe an inti- 
mate one, being come to pay her a viſit, and finding 
her ill, without any other ceremony entered into 
her chamber, to offer her ſervices ; but at this time 
they happened to be but ill received by the fick 
lady, without her daring to diſcover it either to 
me or to thoſe that were about her; this made the 

ains leave her from the evening till twelve at 
night, whereupon I adviſed her friend to go to 
bed, promiſing to have her called up, if things 
ſhould take a better turn; which happened al- 
moſt as ſoon as ſhe was gone. But the patient 
very far from being willing to have her called up, 
ſeemed very much diſſatisfied with her being come 
in without aſking leave. I delivered her a little while 
after the return of her pains, of a ſtout jolly boy, 
and brought away the placenta, and all went well. 


OBSERVATION LXV. 


The third of December 1691, a poor womanof this 
town, whoſe pains were preſſing, deſired me to 
come to her. At my coming I found the child 
well placed, far advanced, and the membranes 


ready to break, which happened at the very next 
pain 
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pain; but inſtead of puſhing down and helping 
herſelf, ſhe gave herſelf up to ſuch violent ſhriek- 
ings, that they ſeemed rather the howling of a wild 
beaſt, than a human voice, ſtopping her breath 
at the ſame time: by this means the child's head, 
whoſe crown appeared, and which was juſt a com- 
ing forth, ſeemed as nailed in the paſſage. I tried 
during two or three pains to make her underſtand 
reaſon, but this availing nothing, I ſpoke to her 
in an angry tone, threatning to leave her if ſhe 
would not do as I bid her. She yielded to fear, 
and puſhed downwards with the fame force that 
ſhe ſhrieked before. The child, upon this, leaped 
between my hands like an eal, at the very firſt 
pains, without my having time to aſſiſt her any 
ways. F: 


REFLEXION. 


Nothing delays deliveries more than theſe uſeleſs 
ſhrieks which cauſe a hoarſeneſs afterwards, and a 
very great ſoarneſs in the breaſt, with an intolerable 
head ach, beſides they hinder the woman from 
ſhutting her mouth and puſhing downwards, which 
make delivery quicker, and ſpare a great number 
of pains, 


OB S ERVAT Ion LXVI. 


The ſeventh of February 1689, a ſeamſtreſs of 
this town, whoſe pains were generally ſoon over, 
and ſhe very patient, took it in her head in her 
laſt /abour, where I found the waters come away, 
and the child ready to come forth at the next pain, 
to give herſelf up to ſhriek out ſo loud and fo long, 
that her voice was quite gone; in vain I repre- 
ſented to her that this would prolong her labour, 
and that if ſhe would but ſhut her mouth, and puſh 

; | downwards 
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downwards to help her pains, which were conti- 
nual, ſhe would be delivered as ſoon as uſual; 
ſhe did not yield to my reaſons before ſhe was un- 
able to cry out any longer, and was brought to 
bed full a quarter of an hour later than what we 
. might have expected from the ſituation of the child, 
and the frequency of the pains. 


OBSERVAT ION LXVII. 


A cooper's wife of the pariſh of Tamerville, a 
league off, who had been paralytic for many years 
from the waiſt downwards, without being able to 
bend any more than a ſtick, having conceived 
notwithſtanding, defired me, by ſome of my 
friends, to deliver her when her time ſhould come, 
which I promiſed her. She ſent for me Kecord- 
ingly, I found her with true labour-pains, the child 
well placed and far advanced, but I could not 
place her in a convenient poſture, not only becauſe 
her inferior extremities were rigid, but alſo upon 
the account of the impoſſibility of keeping her 
thighs aſunder, to facilitate the coming forth 
of the child; this engaged me to raiſe the ſide of 
the bed, and to make her reſt the os ſacrum upon 
that part, which made her body ga ſlanting down 
to the head, two ſtrong women holding up her 
legs at the ſame time, which were very ſtiff; now I 
began to help the woman and child underneath, I 
mean backwards, finding there more room for the 
birth than forwards, for tho* her legs and thighs 
were fo inflexible, there nevertheleſs remained a 
convexity towards the articulation of the femur with 
the iſcbium, and a ſinking in on the fore-part of the 
thighs. By this management, in ſpite of all theſe' 
difficulties which ſeemed inſurmountable, the de- 


livery was pretty ſoon over: the ſmallneſs of = 
chi 


- = 
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child did not a little contribute to it, and the pla- 
centa followed eaſily. 


REFLEXION. 


General rules muſt ſometimes yield to particular 
circumſtances, 

The child notwithſtanding its mother's infirmi- 
ties went its full time, and was born full of life. 


OBSsERVATION LXVIII. 


A poor woman ſcrophulous in almoſt every part 
of the body, but particularly in the groin, and in 
all the joints of the inferior parts, whoſe whole 
ſubſiſtence was begging at the church-door, be- 
came pregnant in that condition; as I had deli- 
vered her before ſhe fell into theſe diſorders, 
ſhe deſired me to continue this charity, which I 
readily promiſed her. 

The fourth of December 1701, the time of her 
delivery being come, ſhe ſent for me; her pains from 
flow, in a little time became ſtrong enough to en- 
gage me to place her in as good a ſituation as ſhe 
could bear, not having confined her to any before 
the waters were come away, and the child ſhewed 
the crown of the head. As the thighs had til 
kept their power of flexion, 1n ſpite of the ulcers 
in the groins, and the knees only were fixed, her 
legs and thighs being rigid; I laid her upon the 


little bed as uſual, and committed to two ſtrong 


women the care of holding up her legs, the thighs 
with the buttocks formed a fort of angle, which 
left the paſſage almoſt as free, as if the heels had 
been towards the buttocks. She had a ſtout girl. 


OBSER- 
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Oo RVATION LXIX. 


The fifth of June 1694, I was deſired to deliver 
a merchant's wife of this town, whom I found ill 
enough to make me expect a quick delivery; but ſhe 
was exceeding uneaſy, on the account of her vo- 
miting at every pain, having never ſuffered this 
complaint in her former labours; ſhe was ſoon freed 
from her trouble, by her being delivered before 1 
could tell her that this complaint was a ſign of de- 


livery being at hand. 


REFTLEXION. 


The number of deliveries T have performed, 
where this vomiting has accompanied all the other 
marks of delivery being near, ſeem to perſuade me 
that this is a certain omen of it; but here, as in all 
other things, we muſt not truſt too much to gene- 
ral rules, the moſt promiſing appearances often 
change, without our being able to aſſign a reaſon 
for it; ſo that a ſurgeon ought never to be ſure of 
the ſucceſs of a delivery before it be over. 

To imagine labour near, a woman beſides theſe 
complaints muſt have gone her full time, that is, 
the child muſt be perfectly formed, and have ac- 
quired ſtrength enough to be able to live. 


CHAP. XAXYL 
Of the time of Pregnancy. 


OR a delivery to be natural, a woman muſt 
have gone her full time, which according to 
all authors 1s that of nine compleat months. Mau- 
riceau is ſo exact in it, that he brings many caſes to 


prove, that a day more or leſs always cauſes ſome- 
| thing. 
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thing extraordinary, To maintain his aſſertion, 
he brings the example of the females. of ſeveral 
animals, who are very regular in this, and he looks 
upon it as a law eſtabliſhed by nature. I don't 
deny the poſſibility of it, but I dare affirm that 
it is what very rarely happens. 


OBSERVATION LXX. 


The ſeventh of Ofober 1692, I delivered a wo- 


man who was married the ſeventh of January; ſhe 
conceived that very night, and was brought to 
bed at the ſame hour, on the ſame day of the 
week, which happened by chance to be the ſame 
day of the month, without there being the leaſt 
difference over or under, 

Being with a lady ſeven leagues off this town 
to deliver her, I was deſired the third of January 
2209, to go and lay a lady in the ſame pariſh, 
who had the ſame happened to her as that juſt 
mentioned, 


REFLEXION. 


Here are only two deliveries among, ſeveral thou- 
ſands I have performed, where I can exactly rec- 
kon the term of nine months, and indeed it rarely 


happens but that there are a day or two more 
or leſs. | 


CHAP. XXVII. 


The term of nine months is not certain, but only 
the moſt frequent. 


HEN I fay that to have a delivery natural, 


a woman muſt have gone her full time, I 


mean that ſhe muſt be at about the end of the ninth 
month, 
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inonth, having never obſerved that a few days 
more or leſs were of any conſequence; nay, I am 
ſo far from looking on this term as a certain rule 
tor all deliveries; that I think the child may come 
at its full time from the beginning of the ſeventh 
month, to the tenth; twelfth; and even the thir- 
teenth ; this; in my opinion, being of no conſe- 
quence, when it does not happen from any violent 
cauſe, but becauſe nature is obliged to rid herſelf 
of a load which is burthenſome to her, as the child 
has taken more or leſs nouriſhment in its mother's 
belly; when the delay happens, I ſuppoſe then the 
child too ſmall and too weak, wherefore the mo- 
ther is not diſturbed, not the Uterus ſtimulated; 
for let the child be never ſo little and weak, as 
ſoon as it irritates the Uterus, it muſt come forth; 
this irritation bringing on the pains, which muſt 
cauſe delivery, as well in the ſeventh or eighth 
months, as in the tenth or twelfth. 

Things thus ſtated, I always ſuppoſe the child 
born at its full time, when it is able to live, and 
to take the breaſt, whatever time the mother 1s 
brought to bed at. 


OBSERVATION LXXI. 


The wife of a gentleman, farmer of the reve- 
nues, being come down from Paris into this coun- 
try, to paſs ſome time with her huſband that lived 


here, became pregnant almoſt as ſoon as ſhe came. 


Being in a remote country far from Paris, ſhe 


could not conquer the uneaſineſs ſhe was in, for fear 


of not being well delivered ; wherefote ſhe refolved 
upon returning to Paris in a chaiſe, which ſeemed 
to her a pretty eaſy carriage; but before ſhe had 
gone half a league, ſhe found herſelf fwimming in 
blood, which forced her to return in a chair cat- 
ried by men; reſt ſoon cured this complaint, and 

finding 
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finding herſelf every way in good health, ſhe took 
again the reſolution of going in ſome eaſier car- 
riage : but the flooding returned in a more violent 
manner, and before ſhe had gone as far as ſhe 
went before, ſhe was forced to ſtop, being taken 
with ſuch ſharp pains, that ſhe ſent for me; ſhe 
told me that ſhe was in the latter end of the ſe- 
venth month; I aſſured her that her pains were 
thoſe of labour, I had but juſt time to 2 
matters; the waters which were prepared came 
away, and the child who was well placed, followed 


immediately. 

RET ILE XIO B. 
This child was exceeding ſmall; but it ſucked 
very well, and having been but weakly for the two 
firſt months, in two months more it grew ſo ſtrong 


as to come up with the ſtouteſt children of its 
ſtanding. 


OBSERVAT TON LXXII. 


The fourth of Auguſt 1703, a lady living four 
leagues off, ſent for me, being taken very ill with 
a cholick: as it was only eight months ſince ſhe 
was brought to bed, and ſhe was only ſeven 
months gone, ſhe did not think herſelf near labour. 
I took the proper medicines for the cholick, and 
went to her. But at my coming, inſtead of cho- 
lick-pains, I found thoſe of a near delivery, 1 
laid her upon the little bed, and found the child 
well ſituated and very much advanced, the waters 
beginning to form, after the ſecond or third pain, 
the waters came away and the child followed them. 
It was ſmall, but very ſtrong : I made them offer 
to the child the nipple of a nurſe who happened 

I to 
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to be there, it took it and ſucked wonderfully well, 
and fed very well afterwards. | 


OBSERVATION LXXIII. 


The fourth of Auguſt 1690, I delivered a mer- 
chant's wife of this town, who was but ſeven 
months and a half gone with child, if we took it 
for granted that ſhe became fo the very firſt night 
that ſhe laid with her huſband after her lying 1n. 
Her child who was a girl, was ſtronger than 
thoſe I have been a ſpeaking of, tho' very ſmall, 
fed well, and at ſix months end was as big as any 
of her age. 


OBSERVATION LXXIV. 


Lady.. . , having been on a journey for ſeveral 
months, and not having laid with her huſband ſince 
her laſt lying in, became big with child at her return, 
and laid in eight months after day for day of a ſtout 
boy, who took his nouriſhment exceedingly well. 
This lady having no thought of her going to be 
brought to bed, ſent for me ſo late that the work 
was over a quarter of an hour after I came. 


OBSERVATION LXXV. 


The counteſs of . . . ., complained of a grievous 
cholick, without any ſuſpicion of labour being the 
cauſe of it, her huſband having been but eight 
months returned from Paris; I was ſent for in a 
hurry : tho' it was five long leagues off, I arrived 
half an hour before ſhe was brought to bed. Every 
body was ſurprized when I told the news. I ſet 
every body at work to get the things ready, to 
receive a pretty little girl, who was in good order, 
and fed well, 


OBSE R- 
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OBSERVATION LXXVI. 
The thirteenth of May 1696, I went to de- 
liver the counteſs of... , who did not ſend for 
me till the waters were come away, not thinking 
herſelf in later; tho? ſhe was tormented with the 
ſtrongeſt pains becauſe there wanted fourteen days 
for the compleating of the nine months, ſince the 
return of her huſband from a long journey: I had 
hardly time to get things ready, fo quick was the 
delivery. It was a ſtout boy, who took his nouriſh- 
ment very well. 
REFLEXION. 

We ſee that children barn in the ſeventh month 
do live, but they are generally very ſmall and 
weak, they that are born in the eighth are much 
ſtronger, and more of them live; than of thoſe 
who come ſooner; their delivery being to be im- 
puted to the forte of their motions, whereby the 


Uteras is ſtimulated, What confirms me in this is; 


that theſe deliveries are generally very expeditious 
and favourable; whereas thoſe in the ſeventh month 


are generally long and laborious, 


CHAP. XXVII. 


Pregnancy goes ſometimes beyond the term of 
nine months. 


S there any thing more natural than to imagine 
I that a child, who has not taken more nouriſh- 
ment and growth in nine months, than another in 
ſeven or eight, ſhould ſtay in that place which is 
deſigned for it, to accompliſh what is ſo hap- 


pily begun, and this place being the Uteras, 
I 2 whete 
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where it is to take nouriſhment, growth and 
ſtrength, why ſhould it leave it before it has at- 
tained to its degree of perfection? as we ſee in 
fruits; ſome of which remain much longer upon 
the trees than others, becauſe they have not at- 
tained their full ripeneſs. However, obſervations 
will prove this more ſtrongly than any reaſoning. 


OBSERVATION LXXVII. 


A lady fifteen leagues diſtant, deſired me to 
come to her the twelfrh of June 1699, thinking 
to lye-in about the eighteenth or twentieth, her huſ- 
band being returned from a long journey the eigh- 
teenth of September, fell ill three days after; but not- 
withſtanding this, ſhe was not brought to bed till 
the thirtieth, which was ten days above the nine 
months. 


OBSERVATION LXXVIII. 


I delivered a lady the eighteenth of November 1702, 
whoſe huſband went the twenty- fifth of January, 
= a journey which took him almoſt four months. 
She ſhould, to be exact as to time, have been 
brought to bed the twenty- fifth of Ofober, where- 
fore, ſhe went twenty-three days more than the 
nine months, if we ſuppoſe that ſhe did not be- 
come pregnant before the laſt day that her huſband 
was with her; whereas ſhe was ſo aſſured of the con- 
trary, that ſhe got me to ſtay with her from the 
beginning of the month of October, having had 
ſome of thoſe complaints which pregnancy cauſes, 
before the departure of her huſband. 


OBSE R- 
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OBSERVATION LXXIX. 


The wife of a ſpur-maker whom ] had laid ſeve- 
ral times, who had always been pretty right in her 
reckonings, being with child for the laſt time, 
deſired me to perform the ſame office for her when 
ſhe ſhould want it, which ſhe told me would be 
about the latter end of Lent, and it was then Chrift- 
mas 1688. However ſhe was not brought to bed 
till the day before Midſummer, three long months 
after. 

A draper's wife whom I had alſo delivered, 
made me the fame requeſt about Midſummer, a 
little after this had been brought to bed, telling me 
ſhe was five months gone ; notwithſtanding which 
ſhe did not lye- in till January in the next year; both 
affirming to me that they had gone with child 
above a year, both by the uſual ſigns, and having 
felt their children ſtrong and hearty, as they uſed 
to do at other times at four months and half. 


REFLEXION: 


There 1s nothing more certain than that a wo- 
man cannot be brought to bed by a meer effect of 
her will, but only when the child irritates the Ute- 
rus by its weight or motions, both which may hap- 
pen in the ſeventh or eighth months, or may not 
till the tenth, twelfth, or even thirteenth, either 
by the inſenſibility of the part, or by the lightnels, 
weakneſs or want of motion in the child. 


OBSERVATION LXXX. 


A gentleman? s wife three leagues off, laid in ſe- 
ven months after being married, of a child who 


took its nouriſhment very well, 8 
k I 3 The 
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The huſband was. very uneaſy all the time ſhe 
laid in, and ſhe was not a little diſordered upon that 
account; but being well recovered, as ſhe was 
handſome and young, the huſband, in ſpite of 
the reſolution he had taken, forgot what was paſt, 
and renewed his embraces. She became pregnant 
immediately, and ſeven months after laid in of a 
fine boy: this proved a great comfort to both; and 
to put this ſtory paſt doubt, the daughters of this 
lady always lay in at ſeven months, Both che chil- 
dren were afterwards life · guardmen to the duke of 
Orleans. | 


OBSERVATION LXXXI. 


The lady of a manor four leagues off, laid in ex- 
actly ſeven months after from the day ſhe was marr 
ried, tho* her huſband had taken her juſt at hep 
coming out from the convent; his imagination did 
not ſuffer leſs by it; hut having concealed his re- 
ſentment, he nevertheleſs laid with her as ſoon as ſhe 
was got up. She became pregnant immediately, and 
laid in again at the end of ſeven months. Imagin- 
ing before that her huſband was diſpleaſed with her 
fruitfulneſs, ſhe was ſurprized to find that he con- 
gratulated her about this ſecond haſty delivery, tel- 
ling her, that indeed he had never been weak 
enough to condemn her about her firſt, neither had 
he had the courage to abſolve her, for which he 
aſked her a thouſand pardons. Theſe two children 
born, at ſeven months end, grew up ſo well, that 
one was killed at Ramillies, and the other at Mal. 


Plaquel. 
OBSERVATION EXXXI.. 


The marchionek of . „in her way back from 
en eſtate in * Normandy, called at lady . . ., 
her 
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her couſin, who was big with child, and ſo near 
her time, that imagining herſelf a going to be 
brought to-bed the night before, ſhe had ſent for 
her midwife, who did not ſtir from her. The 
marchioneſs fell ill there, where after having re- 
mained fix weeks, and recovering a little ſhe went 
away leaving her couſin as big as ſhe found her; 
and ſhe was not brought to bed till the beginning 
of February, of a boy who was much Jarger than 
thoſe ſhe had when ſhe went but her uſual time. 

This lady affirms poſitively that ſhe was thirteen 
months big with child. She had ſuffered all the 
uſual complaints of breeding women the whole 
month of January, and had felt her child in the 
midſt of May as ſhe uſed to do in her former preg- 
nancies, and expected to lye-in at the latter end of 
September, | 


REFLEX1ON, 


I have remarked as well as Mauriceau, that thoſe 
children that ſtay in the Uterus above nine months 
are ſtouter and ſtronger than thoſe that come forth 


exactly at nine months end. 


CHAP. XXIX. 


Whatever part the child preſents, iF it comes 
without help, the delivery ought to be called 


natural. 


T is generally ſaid that no delivery is natural, 
1 but that where the child preſents the head, 
whereas every delivery ought to be counted natural 
where the child comes forth by the help of nature 
alone, art having little or nothing to do in it. 


14 OssER- 
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OBSGERVAT TON LXXXIII. 
The ſeventeenth of February 1686, a lady of 


this town of a weak and tender conſtitution, de- 
ſired me to come to her; ſhe told me that ſhe was 
in /abour, but otherwiſe than ſhe uſed to be; nat 
knowing what made her ſpeak after this manner, 
I touched her, and found the waters prepared ; 
the membranes ready to break, and ſome part ar 
other pretty far advanced. Without ſtopping to 
examine whether it was the legs or arms, I ordered 
the little bed to be made up immediately ; but be- 
fore they could do it, the membranes broke and 
the feet preſented. The delivery was ſo quick, 
that I had ſcarce time to help her in the leaſt. The 
— and child (who was a boy) both did very 
well. 8 | 


REFLEXI1ON. 


This ſituation deſerves fo little to be called againſt 
nature, that it is moſt to be wiſhed for of any, 1t 
being the only one where we can promiſe that the 
work will ſoon be over, if we do but uſe the pre- 
cautions which have been laid down before, | 


OBSERVATION LXXXIV. 


November the twenty-fourth 1703, being at Cher- 
Zourg, to ſee an officer that was wounded, I was 
ſent for at twelve o'clock at night, to a currier's 
wife who was in /abour, whoſe child preſented the 
hand; I went immediately. I found the child's hand 
out of the vagina, and the head on one ſide, rea- 
dy to ſhew the crown, with very-ſharp pains, which 
encreaſed every moment: I encouraged the woman 
with the hopes of a quick every. I endeavoured 
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to free the head with two fingers, on the contrary 
ſide to that where the arm preſented, not meddling 
with the other ſide, the arm being of more ſervice 
than I could have been: I kept on this way till 
the head was advanced far enough in the paſſage 
to help its coming forth, which I did without 
making any uſe of the arm, leaving it to come 
out its own way, drawing it no more than was re- 
quiſite to hinder it from bending in the vagina; 
had I acted otherwiſe, I ſhould infallibly have 
made the head come ſlanting on one fide, and 
change the celivery from natural as it was (ſince it 
came almoſt without any help) entirely againſt na- 
ture, and the child could not have come forth 
without my help, and even then would have been 
in danger of its life. 


REV LEXION. 


As the head was placed directly in the paſſage, 
and the arm was no other hindrance than as it en- 
creaſed its bulk, the pains being very ſtrong, there 
was but little help required. 


OBSERVATION LXXXV. 


March the twenty-eighth 1687, the wife of a 
baſket-maker who was very young and big with 
her firſt child, finding herſelf attacked in a very 
preſſing manner, ſent for me as I was at dinner, I 
found the waters come away and the child preſent- 
ing the buttocks, it was too far advanced to be re- 
turned and too little to admit of any help, in 
which however I ſoon ſucceeded by the means of 
the —_ which came very quick upon one another. 
I flid a finger of each hand between the bendings 
of the thighs, towards the groins; and by this 
triſling help, delivered her in a little time. _= 
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had done very well, if her breaſt had not apoſthe- 
mated by her ill conduct, which accident was worſe 


to her than her lying:in. 


REFLEXION. 


Is it not more natural, that the happy iſſue of a 
delivery ſhould give it a denomination, than the part 
which preſents? there being two children makes 
no difference in the caſe ; the ſurgeon however 
muft mind, that ſometimes there are two placenta*s, 
ſometimes but one, / 


OBsERVATION LXXXVI. 


The fourteenth of Fune 1685, I laid a carpenter's 
wife of this town of a girl, of a middling ſize, 
that came with the head firſt, as J was going to 
bring away the placenta I found fome reſiſtance in 
it, which obliged me to run my hand along the 
thord to know the reaſon of it, which ſoon diſco- 
vered itſelf by ſome new membranes occupying the 
bottom of the vagina with waters ready prepared, 
which came away immediately, with another girl 
whoſe head preſented, and came away at the firſt 
pain, TI tied the two chords, each with two ligatures, 
between which I cut them off, to get rid by this 
means of the two children, whom I gave to hold 
to two women, I brought away afterwards the 
Placenta, which was very large and common to both 
children, by holding the chords with both hands, 
which I made act alternately. | 


OBSERVATION LXXXVII. 


The nineteenth of January 1687, I laid an at- 
torney's wife of a ſtout boy, whoſe placenta fol- 
lowed of itſelf; other waters which came down 
| immediately, 
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immediately, attended with ſharp pains, made me 
return to the patient, apprehending a flooding, the 
bigneſs of the child and placenia not giving: me 
room to ſuſpect any thing elſe ; but I was ſoon in- 
formed by the head of a ſecond child, which I 
found in the paſſage, it came away at the next 
pain, and was a girl, who had her own placenta, 
which I brought away. 


REFLEXION, 


When you find any reſiſtance in bringing away 
the placenia, you muſt examine whence it pro- 
ceeds, if from a ſecond child, you muſt wait 
wh patience, when all things are in a right 
order, | 


CHAP. XXX. 


Of the extraction of the placenta, of Hing the 


navel-ftring, of ſuperfluous parts, of the im- 
perforated Anus, and of the Penis without 
a duct. 


muſt be laid on its fide, between the mo- 
ther's legs, ſo that it may have a free reſpiration, 
and nothing fall into its mouth. The operator 
muſt afterwards twiſt the chord twice round two 
fingers of his kft hand, and above this as near the 
part as he can, draw gently by ſhaking it on both 
ſides with the thumb and two fingers of the other 
hand. This not ſucceeding, the woman muſt blow 
in her hand, ſtrive as if going to ſtool, put her 
finger in her mouth as if to provoke vomiting, 
the operator muſt pull all the while without any 
violence, leaſt the frivg ſhould break. When this 

. - proves 


HEN the child is come into the weld it 
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proves to no purpoſe, he muſt do as will be ſhewn 
where we treat of deliveries againſt nature. 

When things ſucceed by the uſual helps, the 
child and after-birth muſt be given to hold to 
the nurſe, on whoſe lap there ſhould be, if 
poſſible, a ſofr cuſhion; then the ſurgeon is to 
tie up the chord at a finger's breadth from the 
child's belly, with a waxed thread of a middling 
bigneſs, the ligature muſt be neither roo tight nor 
too looſe, the firſt would cut the chord too ſoon, 
the other would not ſtop the bleeding at all. The 
naveliſtring muſt be cut off at a full finger's breadth 
from the ligature ; if it was either too big or too 
ſmall, and it was apprehended leaſt the ligature 
ſhapld eut thro? too ſoon, it mult be tied bur looſe- 
ly, and another made an inch further, as tight as 
you pleaſe, and the chord cut beyond this ſecond ' 
ligature: this precaution, very far from being hurt- 
ful, may have its uſe, To ſee whether the liga- 
ture is ſecure, you muſt wipe the end of the fring, 
to fee whether any thing comes from it or not. 

The child muſt be waſhed with hot wine all over 
the body, eſpecially the head and face; you muſt 
alſo examine carefully, whether there is any thing 
extraordinary about it, as ſix fingers or fix toes, 
or whether the Penis or Anus be imperforated. 


OBSERVATION LXXXVIII. 


The nineteenth of December 1694, I laid a ba- 
ker's wife two leagues off, whoſe child had fix fin- 
gers on each hand, and fix toes on each foot; the 
five uſual ones were well formed and moveable, 
the preternatural ones were nothing but fleſh, 
without any appearance of bones or tendons, and 
faſtned to the little finger and toe, out of rank. 
I tied them up with a waxed thread, with the ſur- 
geon's knot, that I might tie them tighter _— 

an 
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and then, to prevent the ligature's growing looſe 
they all fell off in three or four days, without the 
child's ſeeming to have been under any uneaſineſs, 
and the places healed of themſelves. | 

I often ſee a man who came into the world with 
ſuch additional fingers, which are very trouble- 
ſome to him; for having neither bone nor ten- 
don, they often catch and give him very great 

in. 

Among all the women J ever laid, I never met 
but with one child that had a ſuppreſſion of urine, 
cauſed by an adherence at the neck of the blad- 
der; I have ſeen another whoſe penis was wholly 
without any hollow, with a little opening above 
the ſcrotum, which remained after an abſceſs thro? 
which the water came away : his being ſomewhat 
grown up when ſhown to me, and the Hula very 
callous, which calloſities muſt have been deſtroyed by 
an inciſion all round, or by ſome other like means, 
which would have cauſed a conſiderable loſs of ſub- 
ſtance, and admitted of re- union but with great diffi- 
culty, the f/tula too, being ſo placed as not any ways 
to injure the ſphinier, beſides, the long opening 
which muſt have been made in the penis, and the 
difficulty of keeping it open, deterred me from un- 
dertaking the cure. 

It happens ſometimes that children are born 
with the anus wholly cloſed. 


OBSERVATION LXXXIX. 


I have ſeen two ſorts of imperforated anus's : 
ſome where the cloſing has reached ſo far in the 
znteſtine, that the catheter, canula or finger have 
not been able to reach the bottom of it, which 
made the ſeparation impoſſible ; death here has 
been unavoidable : the other ſpecies was nothing 
but a membrane ſomewhat thick, which covered the 

| entrance 
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entrance of the anus; or the adhering of its ext& 
rior parts which I have opened with a lancet, and 
let out the contents; waſhing the parts with a little 
brandy, and laying on nothing but a little dry lint} 
and a plaiſter over. The next day I dreſſed them 
with a digeſtive, doing it every time they foul 
themſelves, cleanſing the wound with brandy. 
The fourth day I dreſſed them with nothing but 
lint dipped in brandy, never uſing any tent all the 
while, which, like ſuppoſitories; would continually 
be exciting the child to go to ſtool. | 

The ſurgeon ought to be careful leaſt the child 
ſhould be ſwathed up too tight, which by com- 
preſſing the breaſt, hinders its reſpiration for the 
preſent, and ſpoils afterwards the ſhape of the 
throat, as happened to a gentleman's ſon, whoſe 
breaſt points forwards like that of a turkey, the 
arms having made their impreſſion on both ſides; 
forced the ſternum outwards. 

It is not at this time that children's legs are ſub- 
ject to grow crooked. This is ſo true that I have 
| ſeen two looſe women who had ſeveral children, 
who never were ſwathed up at all, but abandoned 
to their ill fortune and juſt covered over looſely, 
who nevertheleſs grew up to be tall and ſtraight, 
and perhaps more ſo than others who had had al} 
imaginable care taken of them. But when chi]- 
dren begin to walk, the parts being weak, eaſily 
bend by the weight of the body. I have ſeen ic 
happen to, ſeveral, by being made to walk too 
ſoon, and not by being ill ſwathed up. How- 
ever, there are very few whoſe legs do not grow 
ſtraight as they grow up; as for the bandages, 
boots, irons, Sc. they do no good, but cauſe un- 
eaſineſs to the child, and among thoſe children 
who are ſo far ricketty as never to recover entirely, 
thoſe come off beſt who are never plagued with 


them. 
; CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 
Of the choice of a Nurſe. 


| HE ſigns of a good Nurſe are taken from 

her age, teeth, the colour of her ſkin, and 
hair, from the ſmcll of her mouth and whole body, 
from her condition and family, from her manners 
and quantity and quality of her milk. 

Her age ought to be from twenty to twenty- 
eight; when they are younger, they are too care- 
leſs and ſleep too ſound, ſo as to endanger the 
ſtifling of their children : when older, their milk 
1s in too ſmall quantity to nouriſh the child. 

Fine teeth denote good health, and there is 
danger leaſt thoſe who have bad ones, ſhould have 
a ſtinking breath, which may be communicated 
to the child, whoſe mouth often reſts upon that of . 
its Nurſe ; beſides, many Nurſes have the idle cuſ- 
tom of paſling the pap thro' their own mouths 
before they give it the child, whereby a bad qua- 
lity may be communicated to it. 

The colour of her ſkin and eſpecially that of 
her face, ought to be neither yellow nor black ; 
the one denotes a bilious, the other a melancholy 
temperament, neither ought it to be too pale or 
too red; the paleneſs is a ſign of cacochymy, and 
the redneſs of a very great heat; a middling co- 
lour is what ſhows good blood. 

As for the colour of the hair, the brown, the 
cheſnut, and that which is moderately fair are de- 
firable colours; as for thoſe who are red-haired, 
or too fair, or too black, they are ſubject to ſome 
very bad ſmells, and other diſorders, known only 
to thoſe who lie with them, which may prejudice 
a Child's health, | 

i The 
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The bad ſmell of the whole body is intolerable 
that of the breath denotes bad /ungs or flomach, and 
that of the noſe, ſome defect in that or ſome 
neighbouring part, and all theſe infections may 
be communicated to the child. 

As to her circumſtances, they ought to be ſuch; 
as to enable her to live upon good food, which 
may produce a wholſome chyle, and conſequently 
a good milk. Her family ought to be free from 
the ing S evil, epilepſy, veriereal diſtemper, &c. 

She ought to be cheerful, neither proud nor 
quarrelſome, becauſe her milk would participate of 
thoſe bad qualities. Her manners ought to be 
good, there being nothing more certain than that 
children ſuck in the good and bad inclinations of 
their Nurſes. | f 

Tho' I inſiſt upon the colour of the ſkin and 
hair, theſe rules are not without exception. I muſt 
confeſs that the choice of a Nurſe 1s one of the 
niceſt things that is, and I have been ſo often de- 
ceived in them, that I have made a reſolution, ne- 
ver to trouble my head about any thing elſe; but 
the quantity and quality of the milk, which is an 
eſſential thing. 


CHAP. XXXIL 


Whence the Milk is formed, and how it is car- 
ried to the Breaſts, 


HE antients attributed to the Breaſts, a 

particular faculty of converting the blood 
into Mill, and to the zefticles, that of converting it 
into ſemen ; but ſince the diſcovery of the circu- 
lation of the blood, the receptaculum chyli, and uſe 
of the glands, many authors have found out by 
exceeding probable experiments, that the Milt is 


formed from the che; but they have not = 
able 
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able to find out yet the veſſels which bring this 
cbyle to the Breaſts, nor how it is ſeparated. But 
is it harder to attribute the ſeparation of the Milk 
to the glands of the Breaſts, by the means of the 
particular conformation of their pores; than that of 
the ſemen to the teſticles, or the bile to the liver by 
the like means? b 
The chyle being thus carried to the Breaſts wit 
the Hod, by the mamillary arteries, it is there ſepa- 
rated by the particular conformation of the oval 
lands, which compoſe theſe parts. The firſt ſepa- 
ration is generally nothing but a whitiſh ſerum, re- 
ſembling whey, whoſe uſe ſeems to be to prepare 
the way, many women having it while preprant ; 
after delivery this whey takes the colour and conſiſ- 
tence of Milk; it is more liquid than che, the 
moſt ſubtle parts of this paſſing through the pores 
of the glands, whilſt the groſſer part remains in 
the mother's body for her noutiſhment, by which 
means a ſuitable food is produced for the child. 
This is proved by experience, which ſhows that 
blood is heavier than Milt, and that the clearer the 
Milk is, the fatter and healthier the child grows, 
whereas a thick Milk affords a bad nouriſhment; 
and makes it lean and reſtleſs. | 
This whey, which in ſome women is ſeparated 
during the laſt months of their pregnancies; in 
others, only 8 the laſt days, eſcapes through 
the nipple as it is filtrated by the glands, cauſing 
no other inconveniency but that of wetting them, 
which force them to cover the part with cloths to 
foak up the moiſture : but after delivery, when 
either through the largeneſs of the pes of theſe 
glands, or the ill conſiſtence or quality of the Milk, 
or through its too great abundance, there happens 
any obſtruction or too great a fulneſs in the glands, 
violent pains follow from the extenſion the Breaſis 
are forced to undergo, which raiſe a fever, com- 
, | K tnonly 
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monly called the milk fever, as this abates, the 
pains go off. This remiſſion of the pains proceeds 
Fon the diminution of the Mit, which ſometimes 
eſcapes through the nipple, but oftener by inſenſible 

rſpiration in thoſe who don't give ſuck : where- 
Eire I never adviſe any thing but ſoft warm cloths 
to be laid on the parts to encourage this perſpira- 
tion, avoiding any fat, oily thing, and all that 
might cool the parts, all theſe things by ſtopping up 
the pores, may curdle the Milt and indurate the 
glands. | 
It is a vulgar error to ſay that the Milk - eſcapes 
below, the white fluid which follows the blood, 1s 
_ uſual as well to thoſe women who ſuckle two or 
three children, as to thoſe who ſuckle none; this 
happens as to a wound with loſs of ſubſtance, where 
there is a neceſſity for ſuppuration. . The placenta in 
its ſeparation from the Ujerus, leaves many little 
wounds which are the openings of the veſſels by 
which it was faſtned, through which the fluids that 
filled the ſubſtance of the Uzerus are diſcharged 
little by little; this begins by the Blood and ends 
by the white liquor which is a true pus; this hap» 
pens in ſome ſooner than others. 


CHAP. XXXIII. 
Of the choice of the Milk. 


UTHORS diſtinguiſh three ſorts of Milt, 
the thick, the thin, and that of a middle 
conſiſtence, which laſt they prefer before the other 
two. The way to know them is to lay ſome upon 
your nail, if it forms a large drop, it is a ſign it 
is too thick, if it runs off without forming any, 
or hardly any, it is too thin; but if the drop is 
not too large, and does not run off, it is then of 

a good conſiſtence. 
The 
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The -number of nurſes I have choſen, and the 
long experience I have had in examining the Milt, 
has proved to me, that that of a middle confi 
tence is not beſt, but that the thinneſt is preferable 
to any, thoſe children that are ſuckled with it, 
being fat and jolly, whereas thoſe that ſuck a thick 
Milk, are always lean and feveriſh. 

It ſtands to reaſon, that a thin Milt ſhould diſ- 
tribute itſelf through the habit of body of the 
child more eaſily, than that which is compoſed of 
groſs particles, which paſs quickly into the thick 

uts, without furniſhing much nouriſhment to the 
child ; 1 have alſo remarked that thoſe who ſuck 
a thick Milt, wet their clouts much leſs than thoſe 
who take a thinner Mill. | 

A clear Milt has a ſoft ſweet taſte; it ſtreams 
out with a great force, when the nurſe gives the 
breaſt, which is a ſign that ſhe has it in plenty. 

If ſhe is any time without giving ſuck, her 
breaſts are ſo filled as to have the Mill flow out 
through the nipple. 

That which is thick has a ſalt bitter taſte; com 
out drop by drgp, when the nurſe preſſes her breaſt. 
The breaſt is always ſoft which ſhows that it does 
not fill well. 

To taſte the Mit rightly, you muſt cleanſe your 
mouth well with water, get ſome of the Mit upon 
a plate, and take ſeveral mouthfuls, a little of it 
not being ſufficient to make a right judgment. 

Large breaſts have ſeldom much Milt, thoſe of 
a middling ſize with a red prominent nipple, are 


much preferable. 
It is a difficult mattter to know whether a nurſe . 


be with child or not, the child by ſucking, con- 
ſuming the ſuperfluous humours, occaſioned by the 
ſuppreſſion of their menſes, and conſequently the 


cauſe of their vomitings, nauſeas, faintings, &c. 
K 2 | The 
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The Mit does not change or diminiſh in ſeveral 
women till they be far advanced in their preg- 
nancy, when they are no longer able to ſupply the 
wants of the child they carry, and of that they 
ſuckle: at this time the child that ſucks, grows 
ill ; they become lean themſelves, and the quan- 
tity of their Mill leſſens by degrees, till it goes 
quite off; this ſometimes does not happen till very 
late, and the ſuckled child ſuffers thereby greatly 
in its health, ſometimes looſes its life by it, As 
ſoon as there 1s the leaſt ſuſpicion of a woman be- 
ing a breeding, I make her wean her child. 

Nurſes may have their menſes, and yet their chil 
dren do well, this proceeding from their being 
fuller of juices than what the child can conſume. 
They are more liable to become pregnant than 


others, and may diſcover it ſooner than thoſe who 
have them not. 


OBSERVATION XC. 


In March 1711, a widow lady left big with 
child, choſe a nurſe among ſeveral, and took her 
into the houſe at that very time, ſometime after 
I delivered her of a girl. The nurſe aſſu- 
red me that ſhe had not her menſes, and never 
had them while ſhe gave ſuck ; ſhe might ſay 
true, and they come down afterwards. The lady 
truſted the nurſe with the cook-maid, who having 
lived with her a long while, and not being very 
young, ſhe thought to be ſtaid, in which however 
ſhe was miſtaken ; for the cook having a ſweet- 
heart, whom the nurſe hindered from ſeeing in 
her chamber as ſhe uſed to do, they compounded 
the matter together, When the lady was out, the 
ſweetheart and huſband of the nurſe ſupped and 
laid at her houſe; this being diſcovered, ſhe was 
very uneaſy at her being deceived in her choice, 

| == 
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being afraid leaſt the nurſe ſnould be with child, 
from which ſhe cleared herſelf, by ſhowing her 
ſhift which denoted the contrary in characters of 
blood. As the child was ſomewhat grown up, and 
pretty well in health, I adviſed the lady to keep 
the nurſe ſome months longer, this ſhe did for 
four months, during which I perceived, that when 
ſhe had her menſes actually upon her, the child 
did not care to take the brett and was out of 
order, but that as ſoon as they were off, ſhe re- 
covered her uſual ſtate; I adviſed her to be wean- 
ed, and ſhe did very well, the food that was given 
her, not differing ſo much from the uſual nouriſh- 
ment, as the nurſe's Milk did, when under thoſe 
ſituations, 


REFLEXION. 


As the children, by having theſe nurſes are ex- 
poſed to ſome inconveniences, I think it adviſable 
never to chuſe thoſe that are in that condition. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 
Of the diet and regimen of a hing. in 


doman. 


GENERALLY give ſome broth to the wo- 

[ man as foon as ſhe is delivered, and for the 
rſt days I feed her with ſoop and broth alter- 
nately, you may alſo give her new laid eggs, and 
if there is no a Are 24 of a fever, a few ſpoon- 
fuls now and then, of a liquor, made with a piece 
of bread toaſted and boiled in ſugar and water, 
after which you add to it a glaſs of wine, If her 
belly is ſluggiſh to the third day I give her a gentle 
ghyſter, and the fifth day when the fever occaſioned by 
the milk is over, I give her leave to cat ſome boikd 
K 3 or 
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or roaſted chicken. After this I preſcribe her no 
particular regimen, but to avoid exceſs in every 
thing, and guard herſelf from cold as long as 
her lochia are on, which keep on longer on ſome 
than others ; ſome being better able to go out after 
fifteen days than ſome after ſix weeks. 


C HAP. MAF. 
Of driving back the Milk. 


OST women have Milk after lying-in, 
which thoſe who do not ſuckle, find a great 


eal of trouble in driving back ; ſeveral remedies 
have been tried which all prove to no purpoſe, 
time alone being able to effect it, among the ſpe- 
cificks we are told of box-wood water, and honey 
by themſelves, or a decoftion made of a handful of 
the young twigs of this wood, boiled in a pint of 
water with two ſpoonfuls of honey, you are to ap- 
ply upon the part, a compreſs dipped in this liquor 
as hot as can be borne, and over this the populneum 
ointment ſpread upon brown paper; they adviſe 
alſo the white wax cerate, cork, or a piece of gold, 
to be hung round the neck. After ui of all 
of them, I perfer a ſoft napkin well warmed ; it 
encourages perſpiration, and keeps up the warmth, 
which the other remedies can hardly do. | 

You mult obſerve, that the more violently the 
Milt comes on, the ſooner the pains go off, and 
this happens oftner, when the Milk does not flow 
out, becauſe otherwiſe the breaſt is not ſo much 
filled, and conſequently the pains are leſs, but laſt 
longer. 47 be! 
When the Milk does flow out, you muſt be very 
careful to take away all the wetted clouts, leaſt 
the breaſt-ſhould ſuffer cold from them. Any part 


of 
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of the body, even the hands, being expoſed to 
che cold may endanger the curdling of the Milk, 
which makes me bid women to keep them in bed, 
if they can, for ſome women cannot do it without 
expoſing themſelves to the ſtrongeſt hyſtericks, in 
which caſe they muſt wear long ſleeves and warm 
mittens. 


OBSERVAT TON . 


The ſeventh of February 1692, it being ex- 
ceſſive cold weather, I delivered a young lady who 
loved her pleaſure, and would not be debarred one 
day from ſeeing company, having had a very eaſy 
delivery. Her head was dreſſed lightly, her fleeves 
were ſhort, and her arms were always out of bed. 
I told her, tho' to no purpoſe, what ſhe expoſed 
herſelf to, eſpecially her breaſts, which would be in 
danger of curdling, ſhe was deaf to it, but felt 
the effects of it. One of her breaſts ſwelled, grew 
hard, inflamed and painful. She tried ſeveral 
old womens receipts, not caring to apply to me 
leaſt I ſhould be angry; but at laſt ſhe was forced 
to do it; I opened her breaſt and let out ſix porrin- 
gers of matter. I ſoon cured that and then the 
other underwent the ſame fate. 


OBSERVATION XCII, 


The fixth of January 1699, I delivered a lady 
of her firſt child, the /abour was lingering, but all 
came right; ſhe complained of a great heat in her 
feet, and was conſtantly putting” them out of bed, 
for the benefit of the air, which was then very 
cold. She perſiſted in this notwithſtanding my en- 
treaties, and was fo well that ſhe thought of getting 


up entirely the ſeventh day, when ſhe was ſuddenly” 
* K 4 - taken 
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taken with a ſhivering and grew exceeding feveriſh, 
her breaſts ſwelled and ſuppurated, one after ano- 
ther. I was forced to open them after having 
tried to no purpoſe, all the means I could think 
of to procure the perſpiration of the extravaſated 
humour. Her cure proved very long. 


REFLEXION. 


The expoſing themſelves to cold not only en- 
dangers their breaſts, but may cauſe a ſuppreſſion 
of the lochia, which being driven back into the 


habit of body, cauſe abſceſſes in ſome part or other 
of the body. | | 


CH AP. XXXVI. 
/ Purging at the latter end of a hing: in. 


19 is a miſtake to imagine that a woman is 
cleanſed enough during her lying- in, not to 
want Purging after it; there is a neceſſity to clear 
the body of the vicious humours ſhe has contracted 
during her pregnancy, and thereby prevent the miſ- 
chief they might occaſion. 


OBSERVATION XCIII. 


I happily delivered, the thirteenth of Auęuſt 
1698, a young woman of a very weak conſtitution 
who was very ſickly all the time of her preg- 
nancy, her lochia ſtopped a month after her lying- 
in; I purged her with a drachm of rhubarb and as 
much vegetal falt, infuſed in a large glaſs of veal 
broth, in which was diſſolved an ounce of manna, 
and an 'ounce of ſyrup of peaches added to it 
which ſucceeded excceding well. 


When 


9 "P 
| 
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When a woman is ſtrong, I make the Purge 
ſomewhat ſtronger, as I did with the following 
woman. | 


OBSERVATION XCIV. 


The eighteenth of Fuly 1700, I delivered a wo- 
man who had a very good time, both during 
her pregnancy and all the time of her lying: in, ſhe 
had a mind to be purged which I did with two 
drachms of ſenna half a one of rhubarb, a drachm 
of ſal prunello and a pinch of anniſeeds, infuſed 
in a glaſs of water all night, with the addition of 
an ounce of manna, half an ounce of double catho- 
licon, and an ounce of laxative ſyrup of apples. 

As ſhe had ſweated very much during the firſt 
eight or ten days of her lying-in, and theſe ſweats, 
by drying upon her ſkin cauſed troubleſome itch- 
ings, I adviſed her to bathe in luke-warm water, 
and to remain no longer in it, than was neceſſary 
to cleanſe her, leaſt by opening her pores too much 
the ſhould be apt to catch cold afterwards. 


REFLEXION. 


do not imagine there is a neceſſity for all wo- 
men to purge after lying- in, but thoſe who are 
ſickly cannot diſpenſe with it with ſafety; and 
Purges of this nature cannot hurt any body. 


C HAP. XXXVII. 
Of Sweating. 


FT T is very uſual ſor women to feat in their 

lying: in, and a great deal of good reſults from 

it. I have ſeen ſeveral ſeized with ſhiverings, = 
lows 
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lowed by violent fevers, with pains in their breaſts 
and hips, get rid of theſe complaints by Sweating 3 
and others, who by interrupting this benefit of 
nature, have expoſed themſelves to very dangerous 
conſequences, which in ſome have laſted a long 
while, and in others, have terminated in the re- 
turn of the Sweats, which were with great trou- 
ble, brought on again by the moſt efficacious re- 
medies. 


OBSERVATION XC. 


The ſixth of March 1684, I laid a young wo- 
man of her firſt child, who from the firſt to the 
Eighth day had very copious Sweats, She encou- 
raged them at firſt yery carefully, but growing 
tired at laſt of being kept in this fort of natural 
bath, ſhe would ſuffer no more coyering, than 
what was neceſſary juſt to keep out the cold, de- 
ſigning to get up the tenth day. But ſhe was very 
much ſurprzed to awake in the morning with a 
terrible ſhivering, followed by a fever, hard, ſwel- 
led and painful breaſts, pains in her head, hips and 
groins, and almoſt all over her body. I bid her 
do her endeavours to recall back the Sweats which 
ſhe had ſo fatally. interrupted, ſhe found no diffi- 
culty in it, on account of the great diſpoſition ſhe 
was in to ſweat, and inſtead of two or three days 
longer ſhe muſt have laid in them, ſhe was forced 
to bear them eight or ten, after which ſhe found 

. herſelf quite well with no other help but that of 
pature. 


OBSERVATION XCVI. 


The thirtieth of Fuly 1698, I delivered a lady, 


who, tho' ſhe uſed to fiveat in all her former ly- 
ings- in, 
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ings- in, was willing to diſpenſe herſelf from it 
this time, upon the account of the ſeaſon, I told 
her tho? to no purpoſe, the conſequences of it, which 
would ſtill be worſe for her that was wont to 5 
than it would be for ſome who ſweat but rarely. 
But as ſhe diſliked it, the only reaſon ſhe gave me 
was, that ſhe always laid in before in winter, which 
forced her to keep herſelf well covered to keep 
out the cold, which occaſioned her Sweating ; but 
that now it being the warmeſt ſeaſon in the year, 
ſhe had no occaſion to cover herſelf to encourage 
the heat which ſhe felt but too much already, 
which at the ſame time would fave her the trouble - 
of Sweating. Theſe reaſons would have appeared 
plauſible, to one who had not ſeen the dangerous 
turns lying-in women are ſubject to; nor was I ſur- 
prized, when news was brought me, fix days after 
at two in the morning, that ſhe was very ill. 
found her in a moſt violent ſhivering fit, followed 
by a burning heat, ſharp pains in the breaſt, along 
the back, legs and arms : all I could do while this 
ſhivering laſted, was to have her well covered, and 
as it was going off, I gave her a large cup of 
broth, which threw her into a violent ſwear that 
laſted thirty hours, and carried off all her pains. 


REFLEXION. 


Theſe Sweatings agree very much with the cri- 
tical Sweats of other diſtempers, they both carrying 
off ſome noxious matter, which if done imper- 
fectly, will cauſe abſceſſes in ſome part or other of 
the body. 


OB52 Ry 
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Ons ERVAT Ion XCVII. 


The thirteenth of February 1711, I delivered a 
young lady of her firſt child, eight leagues off. I 
id four days with her, during which ſhe was con- 
tinually in very plentiful Sweats ; but as ſhe went on 
well, the impetuoſity of the milk was abating, and 
there remained nothing to do but to keep up her 
Sweats, I left her to the care of her nurſe, giving 
her a ſtrict charge to avoid the leaſt cold. The 
child was to be, chriſtened the next day, and the 

young lady who was naturally of a chearful diſſ 
ſition, finding herſelf well, reſolved to change - 
linnen to get rid of her Sweats, and be able by 
that means to receive her company more agree- 
ably. The day paſſed merrily, every body wiſh- 
ing her joy about her being ſo well, Tor ſhe had a 
very reſtleſs night, and the next morning was 
taken with a ſhivering, attended with a looſeneſs 
which made her get up every minute, very ſharp 
pains and a vomiting. Theſe belly-achs commu- 
nicated themſelves to her back, arms and legs, ſo 
that ſhe could not keep one ſituation a minute, 
nor get a wink of ſleep. Being informed of this 
I went to her, and found her with her head at the 
feet of the bed, ſhe gave me her hand, and juſt 
imiling, begged of me to get her out of the con- 
dition her raſnneſs had thrown her into. I learned 
that her lochia had not left her, and having cauſed 
her to lay on her back, with her knees raiſed and 
heels bent backwards, I found her belly ſoft 
and flat, upon which I gave her good encourage- 
ment. I ordered her immediately, half a ger 
of broth, and two hours after, an ounce of oil of 
ſweet almonds in three or four ſpoonfuls of broth, 
and an hour after that, a large diſh of broth, ] 
| covered 
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covered her up a little more, ſhe fell aſleep and 
the ſweating returned, her flux and all other pains 
left her, and ſhe found herſelf quite eaſy the very 
next day. Her Sweats were very exceſſive for two 

days, but being almoſt off, I was for going away, 
but ſhe was ſo afraid of a relapſe that ſhe forced 
me to ſtay ſix days longer, after which I left her 
quite eaſy, | 
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CHAPTER I. 
Of the leſs natural Delivery. 


T HE ſs natural Delivery differs from that 


which is natural, by its being difficult and 

lingering, the chil notwithſtanding, come 

ing into the world without the help of the ſurge- 
pn's hand. 

This Delivery is the rock againſt which the learn- 

ing and experience of the moſt knowing ſurgeons 

bulge. The ſureſt way is to do nothing, but re- 


mit the whole to nature, which often works be 
S 
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cles when it was the leaſt expected, and after three, 
four, nay ſeven daysa woman is brought to bed, and 
both mother and child do well, juſt as the opera- 
tor began to deſpair of every thing. 

It is in theſe caſes that the ſurgeon muſt ſeek 
out all imaginable means to help the woman, by 
a proper nouriſhment, by reſt, and a great tran- 
quility of body and mind and by an eaſy poſture, 
that he may preſerve her ſtrength, and facilitate 
the birth of the child without fatiguing the 
mother. 


CH A „ 
What are the cauſes of the leſs natural Delivery. 


HE cauſes of a /e{s natural Delivery can pro- 
ceed but from three things, from the mo- 
ther, from the child, or from both. 

From the mother, when ſhe is too young, too 
old, or too. weak either through any diſtemper 
as a fever, or any accident as flooding, dyſſen- 
tery, Sc. 

From the child, who may be too large, for 
having taken too much nouriſhment in its mother's 
belly : or too weak for not having taken enough 
for its growth, either through ſome obſtruction in 
the veſſels of the umbilical chord, whereby the blood 
was intercepted, or becauſe the mother, by ſome 
accident or other, very frequent in pregnant wo- 
men, did not take nouriſhment enough to breed a 
ſufficient quantity of blood for the child's growth; 
or in fine by its being dead in the uterus. 

The mother and child may both cauſe this ſort 
of Delivery, when they are both ſo weak as not 
to be able to help one another. 

An uneaſy poſture of the mother during labour, 
may be an obſtac le to Delivery. 1 
5 
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It is ſaid that the os coceygis, by being too neat 
the os pubis, and conſequently ſtreightening the 
paſſage, may retard Delivery, as alſo that the firſt 
Deliveries are generally the moſt lingering; but to 
confeſs the truth we can aſſign no certain cauſe for the 
length of a labour, having often an eaſy delivery when 
every thing meets both on the mother's and child's 
ſide, that could make us apprehend a difficult one, 
and at other times, every thing taking a bad turn 
when we have the greateſt appearance of a ſpeedy 
Delivery; ſo that the operator muſt always be between 
hope and fear till the wotk is over. 


OBSERVATION XCVIIL. 


A taylor's wife thirteen years old, being in /a- 
tour ſent for me, 1 found the pains very ſtrong, 
the waters prepared and the child well placed 
her labour was pretty eaſy, and I delivered her in 
leſs than an hour, ſhe and her child both doing 
well, notwithſtanding ſhe was ſo young. She was 
the head leſs at that time than ſhe was at twenty- 
one, when I laid her for the third time. 


OBSERVATION XCIX. 


A pewterer's wife fourteen years and a day old; 
enjoyed a very good ſtate of health during her 
pregnancy; her mother judging ſhe was in fabour, 
by ſome extraordinary geſture ſhe made withour 
complaining, ſent for me the twelfth of April 1691; 
Theſe motions left me no more doubt of the vio- 
lence of her pains, than the loudeſt cries would in 
another: wherefore I would enquire into the ſitu- 
ation of the child by touching, but ſhe was ſo 
young that ſhe begged me not, in the ſame man- 
ner as a little git] would, not to be whipped, I 
delivered her in leſs G85, e hours. The N 

wag 
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who was a boy, was very well, as was alſo the mo- 


ther, I laid her ſeven times by that time ſhe was 
twenty-live. 


REFLEXION. 


Theſe women, tho? really meer children, not 
only as fo their age but in their way of behaviour, 
had as good and ſpeedy Deliveries as one could 
with. For that Delivery cannot be called the beſt, 
where the child comes forth at the very firſt pain, 
this endangering a great laceration of the parts, 
which are not yet dilated ſufficiently, as they are 
gradually when the child*s head is puſhed down a 
little by every pain, and draws up again as it goes 
off ; wherefore we may look upon that as a ſpeedy 
2 happy Delivery which laſts but one or two 

ours. 


OBSERVATION C. 


A lady of the pariſh of Darneville, three leagues 
off, having lived in a happy tranquility to the age 
of forty-eight, without being willing to liſten to 
matrimony, at laſt engaged in that ſtate, in the 
hopes of being paſt the time of bearing children 
the marks of youth beginning to diſappear, and 
her courſes not coming down regularly, whereby 
her health was very much impaired, ſhe was in 
hopes that marriage would be of ſervice to her; 
but on the contrary her indiſpoſitions encreaſed, 
her legs and feet ſwelled firſt, then her belly; 
nauſeas and vomitings came on; her phyſicians 
tried in vain all the means of giving her eaſe, ſhe 
grew worſe. The encreaſe of her belly, and fall- 
ing away of her whole body, put it paſt doubt of 
its being a real dropfy, till the child manifeſting 
itſelf by its motions ; Kd them out of their — 

en 


* 
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When labour came on, I was ſent for to deliver her, 
which J did in a very little time of a fine boy, 

RrriExILO x. 

Phyſicians ſhould be very cautious how they ors 
der remedies to new married women, eſpecially if 
their complaints have the leaſt likeneſs to thoſe of 
breeding women. They were miſtaken with this 
woman, whoſe age left hardly any room to * 
any thing of this nature. 


Her age and weak ſtate of health during the 
whole time of pregnancy, did not hinder her from 


having a very happy Delivery. 


OB3sERVATTON Cl. 


An old maid of the pariſh of Seprille fifty-· one 
years old, took it into her head to marry; ſhe ne- 
ver would liſten to it before, for fear of having 
children, and was willing to taſte the pleaſure of 
matrimony without its ſmarts : ſhe nevertheleſs be- 
Fun pregnant, without being ſenſible of it, imput- 

ing all her complaints to her years, which had 
ſtopped the coming down of her menſes, till the 
motions of the child were fo ſtrong; as not to ſuffer 
her to doubt any longer of her condition. As ſhe 
had been particularly recommended to ſome per- 
ſons that I had a very great reſpect for, and they 
looking upon this as ſomething out of the com- 
mon courſe, deſired me to attend her in her labour. 
J was no ſooner informed that ſhe was in it, bur I 
ſet out, notwithſtanding which I found her happily | 
delivered before I came, which ſhows that old age 
is no hindrance to an eaſy Delivery. 


L 2 f Ons EN 


5 
x 
q 
= 
3 
| 
<1 
Hy 
if 
3 
17 
y 1 
| * 
4 94 
45 
KAT; 
H 
»4 
. 
uw 
Si 
1 N | 
[ 
fl 
[ 4 
b 
* 
5 a 
» BY 
[1 
1 if! 
YR 
4 
1 
1 
1 
7 
* 
{4 


243 A general Treatiſe of MiDwirny. 


'- OBsxERvaATiOon CII. 


The twelfth of Moy 1688, I was fetched to a. 


carpenter's wife of the pariſh of St. Germans. I 


pound her in Labour, there was nothing extraor- 


dinary in her caſe beſides her being fifty, her pains 
were ſtrong and preſſing, the membranes ready to 


\- break and the child well placed. The waters came 


away ſoon after, and after having well aſſured my- 
ſelf of the ſituation of the child, whoſe head was 
come out as far as the crown, I touched her no 
more till it was advanced far enough to be taken 
hold of by the two hands under the ears, ſaving 


her by that means the trouble of another pain. 


1 found a great deal of difficulty in bringing 
away the placenta, which was very ſmall and ſhrunk 


up, and very cloſely united to the uterus, I was 
forced to tie up the chord, and take the child out 


of the way to have more liberty, However I 
brought it away at laſt without introducing my 
hand into the uterus, by the means of the chord, 
which tho? very ſmall bore the pulling without 


breaking. 


REFLEX1ON. 


When I firſt began to practiſe, I uſed the emol- 
hent fomentations and embrocations which the'an- 
tients adviſe during and at the latter end of preg- 
nancy, with a deſign of procuring an eaſier dilata- 
tion of the parts, but having by experience found 
_ of no ſignification, I have entirely laid them 

I | 

The furgeon ought, during the labour, to uſe 
his hand no oftner than is need; and the frequent 
acting with the fingers dipped in oil round the head 


of the child, may bring on an inflammation and 


ſwelling 


wo. 
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. ſwelling on theſe membranous which will hin- 
"in. them _ dilating. And when the child 

uſhed on by the pains comes to force a paſſage, 
— will be liable * laceratet. tr 

I have always found that thaſe placenta*s which 
have but little thickneſs, and appear more membra- 
nous than fleſhy, are much more apt to adhere, 
but that when once they are looſened, they come 
away of themſelves ; whereas we are forced to help 
the coming away of the others at .the mouth of 
the werus, where they often ſtop through their ex- 
treme thickneſs. 

I always prefer bringing away the placenta by the 
chord to the introducing the hand to looſen it, the 
uterus ſuffering much leſs thereby; but it muſt be 
done very gently and leiſurely for fear of cauſing 
an inverſion of the uterus. | | 


CHAP. Ill, 


The weakneſs of the mother, that of the child, 
or of both together, do not aluuays make the 
Labour /zngering. | 


CAN affirm that I have found that thoſe wo- 

men who enjoy a good ſtate of health, have oft- 
ner lingering and difficult Zabours than thoſe who 
are ſickly, who are often brought to bed with a 
great deal of eaſe and ſpeed ; they are indeed in 
more danger during their lying-in, not having 
ſtrength to bear the fatigue occaſioned by the 
pains, to encounter with the throws which ſeve- 
ral feel ſtill for ſome days after being brought 
to bed, the diſcharge of the lochia, and the 
milk-fever. | 


* 
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OBSERVATION ClII. 


An officer's wife of this town was ill the whole 
time of her being with child, and eat leſs in a 
fortnight than ſhe uſed to do at one meal ; ſhe be- 
came fo weak that ſhe was hardly able to go from 
the bed to the fire. The time'of delivery being 
come, ſhe ſent for me the ſeventeeth of Ofober 
1687, three quarters after twelve at night, ſhe 
_ delivered at half an hour after one of a ſtout 

oy. 


OBSERVATION CIV. 


A bead-maker's wife of this town, being in the 
beginning of pregnancy troubled with the very worſt 
complaints of it, as a general diſtaſte, and a con- 
tinual vomiting, was above forty days without go- 
ing to ſtool, tho? ſhe was ſometimes inclined to it; 
ſhe conſulted me ſeveral times, but would never 
take any thing I ordered her. If we might rely 
on herſelf and mother, ſhe eat but two prunes 
during five days, and even them ſhe vomited up, 
and leſs than two pounds of bread during nine 
months. She was ſo weak as not to be able to 
get up, tho? ſhe was naturally very briſk and in- 
duſtrious. I delivered her the twenty-ſeventh of 
April, of a ſtout girl in leſs than an hour. She 
recovered her ſtomach and did yery well, and the 
child alſo, which was very ſtout, notwithſtanding 
the ſmall quantity of food ſhe had taken, 


OBSERVATION CV, 


The thirteenth of Fuly 1697, I hid a waggo- 
per 's wife, who was but an hour and half in E- 
fen, of a child that was ſo weak that ſhe had fo 
elt 
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felt it for ſeveral days. I had but juſt time to 
chriſten it, and I brought away the after- birth be- 


fore it died. 
In January 1700, I delivered the wife of an offi- 


cer in the army, and that of an officer of the 
court, each in leſs than two hours, of dead chil- 


dren, without my being able to know it before de- 
livery, and without the women being ſenſible of 
having any way contributed to it, 


OBSERVATION CVI. 


A lockſmith's wife whom I have delivered ſeve- 
ral times, growing very infirm, became big with 
child notwithſtanding, ſhe was alſo troubled with a 
very great palpitation of heart, She was continu- 
ally uneaſy about her delivery, not only upon her 
own account but upon that of the child, whom 
ſhe perceived to be very weak, The twelfth of 
Auguſt 1698, ſhe ſent for me at ten at night; I 
found her with pains ſtrong enough, to aſſure my- 
ſelf of the right ſituation of the child, and I de- 
livered her in leſs than an hour of a very tall but 
very lean girl, who died ſome days after, and the 
mother was very near it ſeveral times, which ſhe 
did not get over of a long time, 


REFLEXION. 


It is really ſurprizing how this woman could 
eyer go her full time, it being impoſſible for a 
living creature to undergo more than ſhe did, 


I. 4 CHAP, 


152 A general Treatiſe of MiD wIrRAV. 


CTR P: . 
That the length and difficulty of Labour does 


not proceed from a woman's never having 
had any children before; that the firſt makes 


not way for the others, and that the coccyx 
7s no obſtacle, 


| HE length and difficulty of the firſt delive- 
ries are owing to this, that women imagine 
the very firſt pains they fecl ſufficient to enable 
them to be brought to bed, whence they complain 
and. cry out immediately, What inclines me to 
believe this is, that when I am called to theſe fort 
of patients, I generally in touching them find the 
child very high, and often the waters do not ap- 
pear of two or three days or more; and when once 
theſe falſe pains which are ſhort and flow become 
ſtrong and frequent, a delivery ſoon follows. But 
the next time, they ſuffer all theſe Night pains with- 
out complaining, and do not call for help till they 
want it, which makes us look upon their deliveries 
as much more ſpeedy, 

Out of ſix women I lay of their firſt children, 

hardly one has a lingering Labour, and it is more 
rarè to ſee a woman die of her firſt child, than 
afterwards. 
I any one conſiders the figure, uſe and articu- 
lation of the os coccygis, he will ſoon be perſuaded 
that it can be no obſtacle to the coming forth of 
the child by its bending forwards. | 


OBSERVATION CVII. 


, In the year 1684, a merchant's wife twenty- 
eight years old, ſoon after marriage fell into all 
the complaints of breeding women, as diſtaſte, 

m—_—_— .. | loſs 
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loſs of appetite, not being able to bear even the 
ſmell of ſoop or meat; the vomiting kept on upon 
her to the very moment of dellvery, which never- 
theleſs proved a very eaſy one, tho? it was her firſt. 
I had hardly time to make up the little bed, and 
going to aſſure myſelf of the ſituation of the child, 
the membranes broke and the child and placenta 
followed with the waters. It was a very ſtout 
boy. 
The year after ſhe was with child again, with- 
out having any diſtaſte or vomiting, but on the 
contrary, her complexion was freſh, and ſhe was 
every way well, When ſhe was near her time ſhe 
went to ſee a friend of hers in Labour, whoſe 

ains were but flow, and was taken ill herſelf. 
As ſhe lived but juſt by, ſhe deſired me to go 
home with her, which I granted, the lady I was 
with not being in any hurry ; I, was afraid leaſt 
ſhe ſhould be brought to bed in the ſtreet, having 
a ſtrong pain, which laſted till ſhe got to her houſe. 
I had but juſt time to throw her upon the bed, 
the waters being already come away and the child's 
head far advanced, I finiſhed the work with a 
great deal of eaſe, and both mother and child did 
very well, I have delivered this woman eight 
times ſince that; but her Labours have kept grow- 
ing worſe and worſe, ſhe was twenty-four hours in 
the laſt, and yet the children are neither ſtronger 
nor weaker for it. 


OBSERVATION CVIII. 


A lady of Cherbourg had ten children by the 
age of twenty-eight, and all her deliveries were 
very happy. She was in Labour of the eleventh 
child, 150 tho? it was well ſituated, after waiting 
with hope three days, it was reſolved I ſhould be 


ſent for, I found her quite exhauſted. I may 
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her take a porringer of broth, making uſe of 
authority, as ſhe had refuſed to take any for ſome 
time; the pains giving her ſome reſpite, I made 
her lie down, ſhe reſted a little, which proved of 
great ſervice to her. I made her afterwards take 
a little wine and water with a toaſt in it, without 
fatiguing her. I ſuffered her to lie till the pains 
came on pretty ſtrong, then I made her get up 
and fit in the lap of a woman that was ſitting in 
a great chair, garniſhed with pillows, and placed- 
ſome other women on the ſides. The child began 
to puſh downwards, and this ſituation appearing 
very favourable I kept her in it till the child's head 
was far advanced, when I made her lie down upon 
the little bed, becauſe the weakneſs ſhe was re- 
duced to, would not permit me to keep her any 
longer in ſuch an uneaſy poſture, the pains contt- 
nued and I delivered her of a ſtout boy who was in 

ood health. I delivered her once ſince, and ſhe 
had much the ſame time, 


OBSERVATION CIX. 


A woman of Montebourg having had twelve 
children without the leaſt misfortune, always giv- 
ing notice to the midwife herſelf, often delivering 
herſelf and bringing away the placenta without any 
help; and if the midwife was fomewhat long in 
coming, ſhe even found the child ſwathed up. 
This woman being in Labour of the thirteenth child, 
ſuffered the moſt violent pains for five days; at laſt 
ſhe grew ſo weak that ſhe fainted quite away; af- 
ter ſhe had been three full hours in this condition, 
they reſolved to come for me. I found her in 
another fainting fit, the child was well placed and 
the head far advanced. The long while it had 
been in that ſtate, together with ſome other ſigns 


which 
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which ſhowed that the child was dead, engaged 
me to deliver her, which I was going to ſet 
about, when ſhe expired. 


REFLEXION. 


Authors in general pretend that in the firſt deli- 
very the vagina is tore, which makes more room for 
the ſucceeding ones; but ſuppoling this tearing, the 
contrary would happen, as the re- union muſt cauſe 
a cicatrice, which would render the parts leis yield- 
ing than they were before, | 

Tho? I have never had an opportunity of mak- 
ing any obſervation about the pretended hindrance 
cauſed by the os coccygis, yet the caſe of a young 
girl who had a diſorder in that bone will be ſut- 
ficient. 


OBSERVATION CX. 


A young girl fell down upon the ſtairs ſliding 
with her backſide over ſeveral of them. She im- 
mediately felt a great pain about the os cocqgis, 
without complaining for fear of being obliged to 
ſhow the ailing part. The violence of the contu- 
ſion cauſed an abſceſs, which forced her to have 
recourſe to me. I opened it; the firſt and ſecond 
bone of the coccyx looſened themſelves and came 
away with the matter, and the third followed 
ſome days after, I cured her, and ſhe has never 
felt any inconvenience ſince, 


REFLEXION, 


Is it poſſible that ſome authors ſhould advance 
that the os iſchion and pubis ſeparate from one ano- 
ther to facilitate delivery (tho? it is very well known 
that two ſtrong men could not be able to do 5 

| an 


- 
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and yet that ſuch a ſlight bone as the caccyx ſhould 
hinder delivery, by bending forwards. But ſuppoſe 
the operator could not puſh it back with his thumb, 
which he may eaſily do, yet it could never reſiſt 
the impetuous ruſhing forth of the child, who in 
a quick delivery tears every thing that ſtops it in 
its way, which the ſurgeon is forced to guard 
againſt, leaſt the two openings ſhould be made 
into one. , 

Nay I fay more: If the child was not able to 
thruſt back the os coccygis, it would nevertheleſs 
force its way out, ſuffering rather an impreſſion 
from it upon its face or ſome other part of the 


body. 
. 


Of the true cauſes of a lingering and difficult 
Labour. 


HE. chief cauſe of a lingering and difficult 

Labour is the projecting forwards of the in- 
ferior vertebræ of the loins, and upper part of the 
o ſacrum, or of this whole bone, as allo if the os 
pubis inſtead of riſing up before, is flatened down, 
by this means there will be but a ſmall ſpace left 
between the os pubis and os ſacrum. When ſome 
wrong ſituation of the child forces us to ſcek for 
the feet, it is then we are made ſenſible that women 
tho? alike externally are very different internally. 
It is this ſpace, as it is larger or ſmaller which 
makes the birth of the child more or leſs 
ealy: and when the firſt deliveries have gone on 
well, the ſucceeding ones proving otherwiſe, tho? 
the children appear of a like bigneſs ; it muſt be 
that the heads of the former were either ſmaller 
or more tender, ſo as to be able to conform 1 
N ELVES 
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ſelves to the paſſage: and indeed a very trifling 
difference here alters the caſe very much. 5 

As no body before me ever advanced that the 
ill conformation of the parts was an obſtacle to de- 
livery, I expect that this will not go down with 
many people. But what reſiſtance can the exte- 
rior parts which are all membranous make to 'the 
coming forth of the child ? if they do not dilate 
faſt enough, it will tear them through, rather 
than be —_— by them; and when once the 


other ſtreight is paſſed, a few pains more or leſs 
finiſh the work. | 


OBSERVATION CXlI. 


A lady four leagues diſtant from Caen, and 
twenty-two from this town, beſpoke me to deliver 
her. I went to her the twentieth of April 1699, 
ſome days after ſhe found herſelf attacked with ſome 
flight pains, and ſome glairy humours tinctured 
with blood came .down. As ſhe aſked me the 
meaning of it, I told her that it was the forerun- 
ner of delivery; ſhe was a little vexed at it, hav- 
ing pitched upon that day, which was ſunday, for 
her devotions, I bid her make herſelf eaſy; that 
ſhe need not baulk her intention, provided ſhe 
was carried there very gently, She heard maſs, 
and came home again, but ſuffered continually 
ſome ſlight pains; I adviſed her to encourage them 
as little as ſhe could, judging by theſe beginnings 
that it would be a lingering Labour. The mon- 
day paſſed on after the ſame manner, on the tue{- 
day the pains came on more and ſtronger. The 
wedneſday they encreaſed the whole day without 
however making us expect any thing, being fall 
too weak and flow. She was exceeding low, not 
having had any reſt ever ſince the friday: but the 
cruſt ſhe put in me made her uneaſineſs leſs, I con- 

ſtrained 
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ſtrained her in nothing, till in the evening the pain} 
encreaſed, and the child who all this while had ap- 
peared very ſtrong came down lower, the head 
puſhing with every pain, it had till then been en- 

aged in the paſſage without getting forwards, 
and the waters had come away the very firſt day 
without my perceiving it; I aſſured her ſhe would 
ſoon be brought to bed, as ſhe was, an bour after 
the encreaſe of her pains of a ſtout boy, who was 
pretty well in health. I brought away the placenta 
with ſome labour and time, after which ſhe made 
up that very night the long time ſhe had paſſed 


without reſt. 


REFLEXION. 


The length of this Labour began to make me 
uneaſy, leaſt the patient being weakened by 
the continual pains, want of ſleep and nouriſh- 
ment which ſhe was loath to take, I ſhould be 
forced to take other means. All the hope I had 
was, that the child, tho* engaged in the paſſage, 
being ſtrong and not far advanced, would add its 
forces to thoſe of the mother, as it really did. 


OBSERVATION CXII. 


A ſhoe-maker's wife of this town, big with her 
firſt child, feeling ſome pains in the belly and 
loins, which bore downwards, and being at the 
end of the ninth month, ſent for me, on mon- 
day night the fifteenth of May 1698. I found 
her with pretty ſtrong pains, but not frequent, the 
child was well placed, and the waters were be- 
ginning to form. As I was her next neighbour 
I went home again, not ſeeing any thing that yet 
required my preſence. In the morning I found 


her as I had left her, and continued ſeeing her 
now 
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now and then in the day, till the friday evening, 
when the pains increaſed conſiderably, the child's 
head advanced very much, and the membranes 
puſhed down ſo as to appear outwardly 5; which 
engaged me to break them to let the waters out, 
and by that means forward the delivery, which I 
had never done before ; but it proved uſeleſs : the 
pains remained the ſame, and ſhe was not brought 


to bed till the ſunday night, of a ſtout boy, whoſe 


head by being ſqueezed in the paſſage, was length- 
ened out, and the integuments were ſo ſwelled, 
that it looked as if he had two heads, The mo- 
ther did very well, and I have delivered her 
twelve times ſince, but her Labours were always 
lingering. 


REFLEXION. 


This woman was ill the whole time, and did 
not ſleep one ſingle hour, but luckily for her, her 


courage did not fink, and ſhe continually kept tak- 


ing things to recruit her ſtrength. All the town 
having heard of the length of this delivery, was 
aſtoniſhed to ſee this child carried to church, and 
ſtill more to ſee the woman ten days after, walking 
in the ſtreets in perfect health. I ſuffered her to 
go on her own way the whole time, without re- 
ſtraining her in any one thing. 

The child being ſo long in forcing its way, not- 
withſtanding the length and ſtrength of the pains, 
as alſo the conſiderable ſwelling of the head, at 
the place where it preſented, occaſioned by the 
contuſion of the ſcalp, are evident proofs that the 
delivery was hindered by the too great nearneſs of 
the os pubis and ſacrum. | 

If I had at every return of the pains kept touch- 
ing this woman with a deſign of dilating the parts, 
I ſhould have endangered bringing on a mortifica- 
| tion 
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tion on them by the bruiſing ſuch frequent touch- 
ing muſt have occaſioned. | 

The ſituation of the child, and pains of the 
mother, were what engaged me to break the mem- 
branes, imagining that it was their hardneſs which 
hindered delivery, but I repented it ſeveral times 
afterwards : and I have taken the reſolution never 
to do it, when the child is well placed, unleſs the 
head be far enough advanced to be helped in com- 
ing out, as it happens ſometimes. This 1s what 1s 
called being born with a caul, and is looked upon 
as an omen of the future happineſs of the chud, 


OBSERVATION CX1II 


I was ſent for in the month of OZobey 1701, to 

a lady near Vire, twenty leagues from this town. 
Her Labour beginning as kindly as one could wiſh, 
made me expect a good iſſue. The pains would 
not give us time to dreſs her head, nor to make 
up the little bed. I imagined I ſhould have no- 
thing more to do than receive the child, finding 
its head pretty near; a vomiting came on, which 
ſtill confirmed me in my belief, the waters came 
away and the head advanced in ſuch a manner, 
as to make me think the head was juſt a coming 
out. This however did not happen of fix and 
thirty hours, and that after the moſt violent Labour 
I ever ſaw, both as to the greatneſs and frequency 
of the pains, attended with yomitings, and pre- 
ceeded by ſhiverings, and all the other ſigns of a 
ſpeedy delivery. Nothing but the great courage 
and ſtrength of mind of this lady could have ſaved 
her, having kept in all this while, neither wine, 
broth nor any thing elſe that could recruit her 
ſtrength ; ſo that the vomiting, which might at 
. firſt be looked on as a happy omen, was very near 
cauſing her ruin, by exhauſting her ſpirits 4 2 
the le 


theſe things together with her want of ſleep began 
to make me deſpair, the child too who at firſt was 
very ſtrong, being grown ſo weak that it was not 
felt for three hours before it came into the world, 
wherefore I chriſtened it an hour before; it was 
a very fine boy, and very healthy, cho' the head 
was lengthened out and ſwelled by the narrowneſs of 
the paſſage between the bones, Her ſecond delivery 
was not leſs difficult, the reſt have been very eaſy, 
by reaſon the children were not ſo large. 


REFLEXION, 


To know whether a child is alive we are bid to 
feel for the beating of the arteries at the fontanel, 
but in theſe cafes it is impoſlible, there being ſwel- 
lings upon it ſometimes two or three inches thick. 
There 1s another way adviſed, to feel whether the 
arteries of the chord have any pulſe, when at the 
ſame time it is impoſſible to introduce the ſmalleſt 
probe, much leſs the hand to come at it, where- 


fore we had better confeſs that in theſe caſes we 


have no certain ſign whereby to judge of the life of 
the child, and in chriſtening it I uſe theſe words, 
If thou art alive, I baptize thee, &c. 

It is a hard matter for a ſurgeon in theſe occaſi- 
ons to keep a ſteady countenance, which however 
ought to be done, leaſt the woman's mind ſhould 
be diſturbed, and ſhe loſe her life by it. 


M CHAP. 
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CHAP. VL 


The child coming with the face upwards is 
one of the cauſes of a long and difficult 
Delivery, N 


HEN a woman is in labour, the waters 
| come away, and the child's head fome- 
what advanced, it is very difficult to know whether 
the face is upwards or downwards; becauſe in 
either caſe, that part which prefents has much the 
ſame figure, thus the ſurgeon 1s often miſtaken 
and knows not his error till it is too late to remedy 
itz if the pains are ſtrong and frequent, the wo- 
man 1s nevertheleſs well brought to bed, but the 
labour is the longer for it. You can only know 
where the face is, when in the beginning of labour, 
the head 1s not far advanced, and immediately af- 
ter the breaking of the membranes and coming 
away of the waters, you have the liberty of intro- 
ducing the hand into the uterus, while there is no 
pains on, for when once the child is advanced, 
the hand cannot be introduced. 


OBSERVATION CXIV. 


A lady whom I had delivered ſeveral times, 
and who always had a happy time, fent for me 
the thirteenth of December 1689. I found her with 
ſlow pains, which encreaſed a quarter of an hour 
after, and began two full hours before the waters 
came away, I found the head of the child at a 
very little diſtance, but coming forwards very 
ſlowly and with a great deal of trouble; ſo that 
the child who in her former Deliveries uſed to fol- 
low the waters, did not come of two hours after 


them, and ſhe ſuffered the ſtrongeſt and moſt fre- 
| quent 
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quent pains, that the moſt hearty woman could 
endure, I wis ſurprized when I ſaw that it pro- 
ceeded from the child's preſenting with the face 
upwards, without my having perceived it, tho' I 
had attended to it very carefully | 

Eighteen months after I delivered her with the 
greateſt eaſe, of a child whoſe face laid right. 
And the twelfth of September 1703, ſhe had ano- 
ther difficult labour, the child coming with the face 
upwards, without my perceiving it till 1t was paſt 
my power to help her. 


1 


REFLEXI1ON; 


After all, I have not found that more children 
periſh in this ſituation, than when they come with 
the face downwards, but the labour is rendered 
more difficult, the children not being able to 
ſtruggle ſo well, as when they are in their natural 
poſture, as a man gets more ground a ſwimming 
upon his belly than his bac. | 

All authors adviſe to ſeek for the feet when the 
child preſents with the face upwards, but there is 
nothing harder than to diſcover it, as I ſpeak 
knowingly, having ſeveral times been deceived in 
it, for near theſe thirty years that I have practiſed. 
For to diſcern this before the waters are come 
away, you muſt introduce your hand into the 
uterus, and feel through the membranes and wa- 
ters; nay it would be requiſite to break the mem- 
branes which nobody would adviſe. Beſides when 
once the waters are come away and the head ad- 
vanced in the paſſage, we cannot inform ourſelves z 
and when it is advanced fo far as to be diſcovered, 
then it is no longer in our power to return the child. 
But tho? I ſhould know it from the firſt, if the 
pains were ſtrong and the waters well prepared; I 
would not adviſe to return the child, as I have 

M 2 never - 
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never loſt but one of all thoſe that I have had come 


in this ſituation: whereas I have loſt many that 
came with the face downwards, 


CHAP. vin. 
Of the face preſenting. 
HEN a woman has ſtrong labour pains, the 


| waters are prepared, and the membranes 
break very ſoon, the child at the fame time ruſh- 
ing with impetuoſity, the head, tho? before found 
to preſent right, will hit with the forehead againſt 
the os pubis, and fix itſelf there, cauſing the child 
to preſent the face; in theſe caſes the women have 
violent pains without any reſpite, but I have never 
ſeen any but what have done well. 


OBsERVATION CXV. 


A lady from near Caen came into theſe parts 
about ſome buſineſs. Finding labour coming on, 
ſhe ſent for me the twenty-third of March 1697. 
I found her with frequent preſſing pains; the 
child preſented the head, but ſtill very high, the 
waters were prepared and ready to come away; 
which really happened at the very next pain, as I 
was making up the little bed; as the pain ſtill 
kept on, I made her lie down immediately, ex- 
pecting to have nothing to do but to receive the 
child. I was ſurprized, when inſtead of the head, 
which I had touched but a moment before, and 
had plainly diſcovered by its equal roundneſs, hard- 
neſs and ſolidity, I found the face filling up the 
whole paſſage and very near, I tried to Jower it 
by puſhing down the chin, but could not effect it; 
but by the help of ſtrong pains which came on 
faſter and faſter, together with what aſſiſtance 4. 
cou 


» 
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could give her, ſhe was brought to bed about an 
hour and half after I came. I brought away the 

enta, and left her to reſt without putting on 
any of the uſual dreſſings; ſhe was ſo exhauſted 
with the violence of the labour, tho* it had not laſted 
long, that ſhe was not able to ſpeak. She: ſoon 
got up again by the means of great care and good 
nouriſhment. . 

The child was frightful, the face being ſwelled 
and of a leaden colour; but it recovered its com- 
plexion in twelve hours. 


REFLEXION,. 


It was a Jucky thing for this woman that ſhe 
was brought to bed ſo ſoon, conſidering the ill fitu- 
ation of the child, which is one of the worſt that 
can happen, eſpecially when it is too far advanced. 
The pains were of ſuch a nature that I was forced 
to forbid her encouraging them leaſt ſhe ſhould 
break ſome veſſcl within her; theſe pains too would 
have hindered me to ſeek for the teet, in caſe I 
had been able to introduce my hand. 


OBSERVATION CXVI. 


A draper's wife big with her firſt child ſent for 
me the thirteenth of June 1699. 1 found her with 
very "ſtrong pains, the waters come away and the 
child preſenting the face. As it was not far ad- 
work I tried to return it, but the paſſage was fo 
filled, and the uterus bore ſo much upon it, that 
I ſhould ſooner have tore every thing, than ac- 
compliſhed it. Next I tried to bring the head 
into its natural ſituation, by puſhing dowh the chin 
with one hand, and depreſſing the upper part of 
the head with the other, but all in vain; fo that 
I was forced to commit the whole to nature. The 

MY 5 labour 
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labour laſted half a day and with ſuch a violence, 
that both mother and child muſt have peri 
had they had leſs courage and ſtrength. It was a 
ſtout boy, who was as hideous as the former, and 
altered in the ſame manner. The mother was ex- 
ceedingly fatigued but did very well. I have deli- 
vered her ſeveral times ſince, and always of large 
children that preſented wrong. | 


REPFLEXION, 


When the head or buttocks preſent, , theſe parts, 
tho? large and apparently ſolid, after a long /abour 
lengthen out themſelves to fit themſelves to the paſ- 
ſage z but here the longer the labour is, the more the 
head ſwells out; ſo that I really cannot comprehend 
kow a woman is brought to bed at all, when the 
child preſents in this manner: when it is not far 
advanced, and the woman has but moderate or no 
pains, then I ſeek for the feet and bring them 
out. 


C HAP. VIII. 
Of the tbroat's preſenting. 


THIS is one of the worſt and oddeft ſituation 

that can happen, but it very rarely does, for 

the child muſt have the head leaning back on the 

ſpine, the ſuperior part of the ſternum on one ſide, 

and the chin on the other, or one above and the 
other below, by which marks it may be known. 


QBSERVATION CXVII. 


The fifth of November 1707, 1 was deſired to 
deliver the wife of a worker of. cloth, who had 
been in labour for three days, and was given * 

7 
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the midwife. I found her, tho' naturally ſtrong 
and hearty, almoſt quite worn; out with the length 
and violence of the labour, I begun by examining 
the ſituation of the child, which appeared to me 
very extraordinary; I ſtaid till the pain was off to 
inform myſelf better, which however I could not 
do before ſeveral trials. Indeed in carrying my 
hand along the flit, I found the ſuperior part of 
th®/ternum below, the clavicles leaving me no room 
to doubt it, and the chin, mouth and face towards 
the os pubis, conſequently the throat muſt occupy 
the paſſage ; but the novelty of this ſituation was 
what puzzled me. I took the opportunity between 
the pains, tho* they followed clplely and were very 
ſtrong, to puſh up the ſfernum with one hand, 
while I drew the head towards the paſſage with the 
other; all I was able to do was to make it preſent 
the face, in which ſituation it came into the world, 
tho? dead for want of timely aſſiſtance. The mo- 
ther being of a good conſtitution got up again in 
a little time. 


OBSERVATION CXVIII. 


The twenty-ſeventh of September 1709, two of 
my brethren deſired me to meet them at the houſe 
of a tanner, Whoſe wife was in labour of her firſt 
child, whoſe ſituation was very extraordinary. I 
was not able to declare my opinion after the firſt 
trial, the lips being ſo ſwelled as ro make it hard 
to judge whether they were lips or no, and the 
more I tried the further I was off; for as ſoon as I 
touched her, the irritation - cauſed by my hand 

brought on pains which gave her no reſpite z which 
forced me to wait till ſhe was a little more quiet; 
when I eaſily perceived the chin, then mouth be- 
tween two large lips, then the reſt of the face to 


lie downwards, and the ſuperior part of the fermm 
M 4. towards 


a; 
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towards the 6s pubis, which I knew by the clavicles, 
and that conſequently the throat preſented : this 
I declared to my brethren, and they came into it, 
after which I would have yielded them the place 
to finiſh the delivery; but as I was their elder, they 
would not accept of it. Wherefore I endeavour- 
ed, by introducing one hand towards the 65 pubis 
to puſh back the ſternum gently betwixt the pains, 
holding it faſt while they were on, that I might 
not loſe the ground which I had got; I ſtrove alſo 
to bring the head to the paſſage, by holding the 
flernum faſt with one hand, and introducing the 
other as far as I could along the lower part of the 
opening of the vagina; but all I could do, was to 
bring the face to it, in which ſituation the child 
came 1nto the world. It was a boy, who hardly 
reſembled a human creature, his face. being pro- 
digiouſly ſwelled and of a frightful colour, and his 
lips of an immoderate ſize. But by the means of 
a cloth dipped in warm wine and applicd to the 
contuſed parts, he recovered his natural ſtate in leſs 
than twenty-four hours. The mother got up again 
in ten days, | | 


REFLEXION, 


The reaſon of this ſituation I attribute as before 
to the violence of the pains which forcing the head 
down before the parts are ſufficiently dilated, it is 
forced to bend down as the ſternum advances lower, 
which will then cauſe an extraordinary dilatation, 
and the throat will be directly at the paſſage. 

I was not able in either of theſe caſes to puſh 
back the ſhoulders ſufficiently to make the head 
preſent right, nor feek for the feet, becauſe after 
the coming away of the waters the uterus em- 
braced the child ſo cloſely as not to admit of 


either. 
CHAR 
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C H A- P. IX. 


Of the circumvolutions of the navel- ſtring round 
| any part of the child's body. 


HEN a woman has ſtragg- and continual 

pains, that the waters are come away, and 
the child preſents right, advancing with the pains, 
and retiring as they ceaſe 3 when this laſts a long 
while, the child getting little or no ground, and 
keeping it with difficulty; we may conjecture that 
the chord is the hindrance, which cannot be reme- 
died till the child is fo far advanced that the ſur- 
geon be able to introduce the ends of his fingers 
into the vagina during the pains, his hands being 
at the ſame time flattened on both ſides of the 
head, puſhing them forwards as far as he can, to 
keep by that means, the progreſs which the head 
made during the laſt pain; he ought alſo to turn his 
fingers round the head, and eſpecially towards the 
lower part, till by one or other of theſe two methods 
he finds the opportunity of bringing it forth. 


OBSERVATION CXIX, 


I was ſent for in Oober 1708, to an officer's 
wife twenty-five leagues off, whoſe labour began as 
well as I could wiſh. The child preſented right, 
the membranes were ready to break, the pains 
were ſtrong and frequent, when the waters came 
away the pains encreaſed, and forced out the child 
as far as the crown of the head, which retired back 
again as the pains ceaſed, At firſt I did not mind 
it, but ſeeing no alteration for two or three hours, 
in ſpite of her endeavours and my help, I doubted 
no longer of the umbilical chord's being twiſted 
round ſome part or other of the child ; wherefore 


I ap- 
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1 applied my hands to the ſides of the head, and 
puſhed on my fingers at every pain; with a deſign 
to make it get ſome ground, or at leaſt to hinder 
in ſome meaſure its drawing back, I encouraged 
her all the while to. ufe both her ſtrength and rea- 
ſon. After working four hours in this manner, 
the head came t, and as I was about diſengag- 
ing the neck, the child ſlipped out like an eel, 
the back, buttocks and ling over the 
head, which remained dene Sa "cloſe to the 
paſſage, by the fring. This was not a foot long from 
1ts root to the neck of the child, upon the account 
of three turns it made round it, and of which I 
freed it inſtantly, I was ſome time in bringing 
away the after-birth, pot being willing to have the 
mother ſtrain in the leaſt, having undergone ſo 
much already in her labour, that her face was very 
much ſwelled, and her throat even with her chin. 
This ſwelling was abated but in part four days 
after, when J left her, but went off entirely before 
the got-up. | 


RrFLEXION. 


The head advanced during the pain, becauſe at 
that time the uterus was preſſed down by the muf- 
cles and contents of the abdomen, and along with 
it the placenta, from whence ſprings the chord, which 
is thereby relaxed, and gives leave to the head to 
advance; but when the pain is off, the uterus re- 
covers its natural ſituation, and the chord 1s drawn 
up again, and the head forced to follow. When 
the head is too large, it does not advance in the 
vagina, Whatever pains the mother ſuffers; when 
the fault is from the ſhoulders, the head is puſhed 
down as far as it can into the vagina, and remains 
there without coming forwards or going back, 


and 
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and always leaves room enough to paſs the finger, 
and often the hand round it, becauſe the crown 
does not come out. However it is not impoſſible 
but what the child may advance and retire again, 
without the chord having any ſhare in it, nay it is 
frequent, eſpecially where the ſhoulders or head 
are ſomewhat too large ; but this happens when 
the pains are not ung e or frequent enough, ang 
ſeldom otherwiſe. | 


inn vinces CLF. 


A fadler's wife of this town being ill, defired 
me to come to her the thirteenth of Aug 1694. 
I found her with ſuch flight and remote pains, 
that I went away without touching her; I went 
again the next day, and finding no alteration, I 
ordered her a gentle glyſter, and heard nothing 
more of ten days, then her illneſs returning, but 
more briſkly, ſhe again ſent for me. I found her 
with true labour pains, the child well placed and 
ſtrong, the waters formed and ready to come 
away, which happened ſoon after, and the pains 
encreaſed to an inexpreſſible degree, the head 
which was puſhed out as far as the crown by the 

in, and which drew back again as they dimi- 
niſhed, for they never went quite off, fixed itſelf 
at laſt in ſuch a manner, that part appeared out- 
wardly, and ſeemed ready to come out every mo- 
ment: this did not however happen till three in 
. the morning, the waters having come away at 
eleven at night, her pains for theſe five laſt hours 
may be ſaid to have been but one pain. She had 
a little girl, quite alive, the chord made one turn 
round her neck, then paſſed underneath the arm- 
pit after the manner of a ſcarf, then round the 
neck again. There was hardly a foot of the I 

city 
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left, from the place where the circumvolutions 


ended to the placenta, I was forced to looſen away 
the after-birth. 


REFLEXION. 


It was a ſhocking ſight to ſee this woman who- 
was young and handſome, entirely disfigured by 
the exceſs of the pains. Her eyes looked as it they 
were going to fall out of her head, ſhe foamed at 
the mouth; her face was blue, and her throat even 
with her chin, notwithſtanding which ſhe got up 
again in eight days. 

"Theſe two placenta's muſt have adhered very 
ſtrongly and the chords mult have had a great deal 
of ſtrength, to have withſtood 1o long without 
looſening the placenta*s, or the chords breaking. 


OBSERVATION CXXI. 


A young woman of this town, big with her 
firſt child, who had been very healthy during her 
Pregnancy, found herſelf attacked with ſlight pains, 
that ſoon became very ſharp and preſſing. I was 
called to her in a hurry the thirteenth of November 
1697. 1 ſound the waters come away, and the 
child well ſituated. As the pains were brifk and 
frequent I thought the work would ſoon be over; 
but tho? the child kept moving continually, was 
well ſituated and far advanced, it remained fix 
hours at the crowning. I was well aſſured that 
nothing but the chord could keep it there fo 
long, when the pains were ſo exceſſive ; but 1 ſaw 
no way to help her, there being no room to pals 
the finger nor even the nail, between the head and 
bottom of the vagina, except towards the lower 
part, where I ſlipped my finger dipped in oil 
as far as the chin, which I brought forwards little by 
little, 
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little, and then the head alſo: and kept puſhing 
on my finger farther notwithſtanding the ſharpties 
of the pains. I reached at laſt the neck, which I 
found entangled with the chord ; I introduced my 
finger between them, and ſlid the ſciſſars upon it, 
with the button end towards the neck, and cut 
the chord through, the child came out immediately. 
I gave it to hold to a woman, bidding her to 
preſs the end of the chord, till J had brought away 
the placenta, which I was forced to looſen, there 


not being enough of the fring left to pull it away 
in the uſual manner. | 


REFLEXION. 


I thought the child dead at the latter end of 
labour, but it came into the world living; it kept 
groaning for two hours, and then did very well, 
except that it remained dumb; whether there was 
any thing diſplaced in the organs of ſpeech; or 
the recurrent nerve obſtructed, and its uſe, which 
is to convey ſpirits to the tongue and larynx to 
form the voice, loſt thereby, I know not; for 
now that he is grown a good big boy, he is not 
deaf, and wants not for ſenſe. . 

The chord made three turns, I cut only the laſt, 
which was that next to the placenta. 


* 


e 
Of the child's having the ſhoulders too large. 
HEN the ſhoulders of the child are too 


W large, they are ſtopped by the os pubis and 


ſacrum, and cannot come down into the vagina, 
tho* the woman ſuffers very violent pains, the waters 
be come away, and the head fo far advanced in the 


paſſage, 
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paſſage, as to appear outwardly, without being any 
ways confined, leaving room for the hand to paſs 
round it, without reaping any benefit from it. The 
ſtrength and frequency of the pains are only able 
after a long while to make theſe ſhoulders advance, 
which will puſh out the head before. them; then 
the ſurgeon is to help with his hands on both ſides, 
without however wy; "ar uſe of too great force for 
fear of ſeparating the head from the body, and to 
ſlide as ſoon as he can his fingers under the axilla's, 
and bring out each arm one after another, and 
finiſh by this means this delivery, which is one of 
the moſt difficult. 


OBs8EtRvaATIion CXXII. 


The twentieth of November 1689, I was ſent fot 
to lay a merchant's wife. The pains which were 
ſtrong and frequent, made me expect a quick deli. 

very, confirmed in it by the ſituation of the child. 
The membranes ſoon broke and the head ad. 
vanced to the crowning, but ſne had above a hun- 
dred pains after, till at laſt, by drawing on my 
part, and ſhe puſhing downwards, I diſengaged 
the head, and made myſelf room to introduce my 
fingers under the axilla's, by which means I drew 
out the arms, one after another; after this I had 
nothing more to do than to draw without any 
fear. 
The child who was a boy, was alive notwith- 

ſtanding all theſe ſtruggles, and the placenta fol- 
lowed eaſily. I ſuffered the woman to take breath 
as long as ſhe would, before I dreſt her and put 


her to bed. 


* 


RE- 
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 RerLExIon. 


That the Aalen were our hindrance appeared 
from the head being far advanced, from its being 
looſe and free in the vagina, and by its 2 
back when the pains ceaſed, but maintaining the 
ground it got, however 10% it got it. 1 


E Xl. 
Of the head being too big. 


HESE are the ſigns whereby the head of 

the child is known to be too big: the wo- - 
man labours under the ſharpeſt pains, the waters 
are come away, and the child is well placed, the 
head which is very far off, advances but very flow- 
ly, and with great difficulty ; when the head has 
begun to paſs between the os pubis and ſacrum, and 
is juſt engaged in the vagina, it remains there a 
long while without mounting up during the inter- 
val of the pains, and the child does not come into 
the world ; but after having remained a long while 
in the paſſage, and that part of the head which 
offers is ſo contuſed and ſwelled, that it looks as 
if it had a falſe head on; but this ſwelling ſoon 
goes off, by the means of a cloth dipped in 
warm wine. 


OBSERVATION CXXIM. 


The twenty-fourth of April 1711, I was ſent 
for to lay a lady four leagues off; I found her with 
flow pains, wherefore I only adviſed her to go to 
bed, and take all the reft ſhe could, to preſerve 
her ſtrength againſt ſhe ſhould want it. The night 
paſſed on in the ſame manner, till ſix in the morn- 

ing, 
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ing, when labour mauifeſted itſelf by pretty ſtrong 
pains. I found upon examination, the head of the 
child pretty high ſtill, and the waters beginning 
to prepare, which came away but the next day, 
thoꝰ the pains had not left her, the head which was 
far advanced, ſeemed ready to come forth at every 
pain; which however did not happen of twenty- 
four hours after the coming away of the waters, 
and after being three whole days in violent labour; 
the child however who was a boy was in good 
health, tho' his head was conſiderably lengthened 
gut by the ſtay it had made in the paſſage, through 
its extraordinary bigneſs. 


REFLEXION. 


The head being too big, or the paſſage between 
the bones too narrow, cauſe the ſame difficulty in 
the delivery ; and this paſſage between the bones is 
the only obſtacle that can happen when the child 
preſents right. 


HA. II. 


| Which is the beſt fituation for a woman in 
labour. 


OMEN ih labour ought not to be re- 
ſtrained to any one ſituation, they may ſit, 

walk or lie, juſt as they fancy themſelves, neither 
ought they to ſtrain along with the pains, till they 
become more ſharp and preſſing, the waters be 
come away, and the head advancing in the paſ- 
ſage, when we muſt ſeek for the moſt eaſy ſitua- 
tion, both for the mother and child, which is 
that which contributes moſt to the forwarding the 
delivery; but this is different in different occaſions, 
| I 
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it being requiſite for ſome to be ſitting or ſanding, | 
others kneeling or lying. 


OBSERVATION | XXIV. 


The third of January 1684, 4 glover's with de- 
fired me to come and ſee her. I found her 
very much fatigued, having for a long while la- 
boured under very ſtrong and frequent pains.. I 
found the child well placed, but fill very high, 
and the waters beginning to gather, I adviſed her 
to lie down, ſhe. refuſed it a long while, being uſed 
to be delivered ſtanding, and having an utter 
averſion for the bed, till her ſtrength being quite 
exhauſted by ſtanding ſo long, ſhe conſented to lie 
down, with this promiſe, that ſhe ſhould get up 
whenever ſhe pleaſed : but the pains encreaſed im- 
mediately, the waters came away, and the child 
advanced as far as the crowning, and came quite 
out after two or three pains. 


OBszRvation CXXV. 


The thirteenth of September 1697, a lady that 
lived near this town, truſting entirely to a midwife 
who had been her nurſe, could not reſolve to make 
uſe of a man, having an unconquerable averſion to 
it. Having ſuffered for three days. and three 
nights the moſt violent pains, and her ſtrength 
and courage being exhauſted, her mother ſent for 
me in haſte, with her conſent. I found her in a 
ſituation juſt contrary to that ſhe ſhould have been 
in, with the head and feet hanging down, the Joins, 
hips and belly raiſed up, and the child fo far 
advanced that its head appeared outwardly to the 
breadth of one's hand. 3 told that it had 
been two or three hours 1 wa, this ſituation : the e 

0 
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of the child, which tho* very weak ſhe could per- 
ceive now and then, ſhowed that it was alive, and 
the pains which kept on, made me aſſure her of 
a ſpeedy help, and that her ill poſture was the only 
cauſe of the length of her labour. I cauſed her 
waiting-maid who was a ſtrong body, to fit in a 
great chair which reſted againſt the wall, then I 
helped the lady up, and made her fit upon the 
maid's lap, whoſe knees were open, leaft they 
ſhould be in the way, ſhe held her miſtreſs faſt un- 
der the arms, however without preſſing her breaſt, 
on which a cuſhion was laid, her legs were held, 
her knees raiſed up and kept aſunder, and the 
lower parts freed from whatever might hinder the 
birth of the child, and indeed after the ſecond 
pain ſhe was brought to bed of a boy, who was 
very well, only a little weak. 


REFLEX1ON. 


This poſture I prefer to any, in lingering la. 
Tours; notwithſtanding which, ſtanding ſometimes 
anſwers, where this will not, 


OBSERVATION CXXVI, 


A lady who lived a league off this town, whom 

I had delivered ſeveral times defired me the twenty- 
fourth of April 1692, to help a neighbour of her's 
who had been in /abour for A days. I found 
this woman with pretty ſtrong pains, which en- 
creaſed when ſhe fat up, and diminiſhed again as 
ſhe laid down; this engaged the midwife to keep 
her up as much as her ſtrength would permit, ex- 
— oy —— that ſhe would be delivered. 

' Finding the child preſenting right, and pretty far 
advanced, I aids Yer 2 upon a P wy wo- 
| man, 
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man, with the ſame precautions I juſt mentioned, 
bnt ghis would not do. Her pains went entirely 
off, whereupon I made her reſt in bed for two long 
hours, giving her a little wine and ſome. broth, 
when ſhe awoke; then I made her get up, and 
reſt upon two ſtrong women, the pai 
afrcſh, and ſhe helped them ſo well, that after 
two or three of them, ſhe was brought to bed of 
a healthy girl. I delivered her afterwards of a 
very large placenta, and put her to bed very much 
fatigued. 


ReS$LEXION. 


Lying or ſitting did not agree with this wo- 
man, ſtanding was moſt convenient to her, but 
ſhe wanted reſt and nouriſhment to go through the 
work, . 


OBSERVATION CXXVIL 


| The ſecond of March 1692, a woman whom L 
had delivered ſeveral times, deſired once more my 
aſſiſtance. I found her with weak and flow pains, 
which became ſtronger and more frequent two 
hours after my coming. The waters came away, 
and the pains encreaſed conſiderably, without do- 
ing any thing. I tried in vain all the different 
poſtures I could think of, at laſt tired out, I ad- 
viſed her to kneel down, and reſt upon her hands. 
To my great ſurprize, at the very next pain ſhe 
was brought to bed of a healthy girl, whoſe face 
came downwards, whereas in this poſture it ſhould 
have been upwards, and the difficulty of the labour 
proceeded from thence. | Hen 
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RET LEXION. n 

The pains did not leave this woman in any ſitu- 
ation, but this agreed beſt with her, as it made an 
| alteration in the poſture of the child, which before 
was a hindrance to its coming out. I hit upon 
this by chance, which ſhows that we ought to try 
every poſture, I have delivered ſeveral women 
kneeling upon cuſhions, others leaning upon a 
chair or a table; but I don't approve of a cloſe 
- ſoo], as it muſt be in one's way, when we find 
any difficulty in bringing away the placenta. 


„ 


That we ought not to take the falſe pains for 
a leſs natural delivery, 


LL the pains which a woman near her time 
feels in the belly and loins, tho' they bear 
downwards, don't always denote delivery, even tho 
by introducing the finger forwards you be able to 
feel the child's head; and if theſe pains are nor 
attended with glairy humours, and the waters are 
not gathering, we muſt not then put a woman in 
labour, but on the contrary let her reſt, and leave 
time to clear up the matter, which will ſoon hap- 
pen either by the continuation and augmentation 
of the pains if they are real, or by their diminu- 
tion, if they are cauſed only by ſome crude, acrid, 
corroſive humours, or by winds; in this caſe the 
moſt anodine glyſters will carry them off; and if 
labour ſhould really come on, the delivery will be 
- much more happy, than if the woman had been 
fatigued ſeveral days to no purpoſe. 


OBsSER- 
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OBSERVAT ION  CXXVIIL 


A failor's wife of the pariſh of Breterville, four 
leagues off, was left by her huſband ſome days 
after marriage to go aboard where he remained 
thirteen months; the firſt news he heard at his re- 
turn was, that his wife was big with child, and 
that the parſon had forbid her the church, upon 
the account of the ſcandal of ſuch a. pregnancy. 
She truſting to her innocence was not at all caſt 
down, but bore with courage the reproaches of this 
raſh paſtor, and thoſe of her huſband, aſſuring 
him with a great deal of mildneſs, that his abſence 
had cauſed all her illneſs, and that he, the parſon, 
and all the pariſh ſhould be ſatisfied of it after- 
wards, The huſband thought his anger too well 
grounded to yield ſo ſoon, but finding her to per- 
ſevere in what ſhe ſaid, without changing counte- 
nance in the leaſt, he began to liſten to her, be- 
ing already prejudiced in her favour by his former 
love. Eight months and a few days being elapſed, 
ſhe felt ſome pains, ſomewhat like thoſe of labour. 
The midwife was fetched and ſhe ſtaid two days 
with her, putting her to a great deal of pain, 
without any thing coming of it. The huſband 
unwilling to have any thing to reproach himſelf 
with in this, having enough i otherwiſe, came and 
deſired me to come to his houle the ſeventh of Ne- 
vember 1692, I ſound his wife big with a hearty 
child, with pains, but without any of thoſe com- 
plaints which uſually precede delrwery. Tae head 
was ſo high, that it was impoſſible to be ſure whe- 
ther it was a head or no, and there was no ap- 
pearance of the waters, I adviſed her to make 
her midwife give her a carminative and anodyne 
glyſter and ſend her home; and indeed it was a 
great piece of happineſs that the rude and conti- 
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nual touchings of this woman, did not cauſe her 


to be brought to bed at that time; whereas it did 
not happen of more than three weeks after. 


REFLEXION. 


The bigneſs of the belly of this woman which 
had brought this ſcandal upon her, was owing to 
the ſuppreſſion of her menſes, cauſed by the grief 
', ſhe felt for the departure of her huſband, whom 
the tenderly loved. 

The child indeed was felt, but it was through 
the uterus, whoſe orifice was well cloſed, = 
it was lucky the midwife did not attempt to di- 
late it. 


OBSERYAT TON CXXIX. 


The ſecond of May 1703, a weaver's wife who 
thought herlelf eee to | y-in, found herſelf ſeized 
with flow intermitting pains, which bore down- 
wards, She ſent for the midwife, who having 

aſſed the night with her, without being able to 
nd the child, tho? ſhe had touched her continu- 
ally, ſent to defire me to come. I found her with 
fight pains in the belly, but the orifice of the uterus 
was cloſed, and the child in a right ſtate. I put 
her t6 bed, and ordered her a glyſter, the pains 
went off. I delivered her a month after, and ſhe 
had a fpeedy and pretty eaſy /abour. 


REFLEXION. 


' Theſe two women had been put in dan- 
ger of their lives, if their la had been 
haſtened. 
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OssrRvAT 10 cxxx. 


The twenty-ninth of March 1685, a lady five 
leagues off, ſent for me to deliver her. I found 
her with ſlight and remote pains, the little bed and 
all things were prepared as if ſhe was juſt going to 
be brought to bed. Inſtead of making her lie down 
to encourage her pains, as the midwife had done, 
I made her take a walk till dinner, the fame the 
reſt of the day, fitting down now and then, and 
putting herſelf in different politions, tho? the pains 
ſtill kept on, but very remote. I kept her on 
after this manner till bed-time, and went to bed 
myſelf, her ſleep was very much interrupted, and 
ſhe got up ſeveral times. In the morning early 
I went into her room and found her upon the bed 
but dreſſed, as ſoon as ſhe felt a pain coming, ſhe 
jumped up, I begged of her not to do it, but o 
let the pain go off, We ſpent this day much as 
the day before, but inſtead of going to bed, I ſet 
myſelf down in a great chair by the fire. She 
reſted a little at firſt, but having kept on her pe- 
ticoat and night-gown, ſhe got up at every pain. 
Thus till twelve ſhe did nothing elſe but get up 
and lie down again, till at laſt I perſwaded her to 
undreſs quite, the inclination of getting up ſtill re- 
mained upon her, (women in labour always think. 
ing the poſture they are in the worſt of any,) but 
betore ſhe could put on her peticoat the. pain was 
off, which forced. her in a manner to remain in 
bed. Things remained in this condition from the 
monday morning to the wedneſday at noon, when 
the pains began to encreaſe and to follow cloſer 
upon one another, I touched her to inform my- 
ſelf of the ſituation of the child which was right, 
in leſs than an hour, ſhe was brought, to bed of a 


healthy boy, ſhe was 1 with having been but 
| 4 an 
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g an hour in /abour, whereas her midwife uſed always 
to be tormenting her' for three days, tho* ſhe was 
no otherwiſe ill than ſhe had been this time, which 
io fatigued her that ſhe was not able to get up of 
a long while. | 9 | 


* _— 
6 5 


REFLEXION. 


I did not touch this woman till two hours before 
ſhe was brought to bed, becauſe till then the pains 
were not of that nature as to require it, and tho? 
this is the ſureſt way whereby we can judge how 

near delivery is, yet we ought never to put it in 
practiſe till there is occaſion, as it is always diſa- 
greeable to the woman. Some days after, I went 
* to a neighbour of this lady, whoſe pains were fo 
, hke thoſe of real ones, that I touched her imme- 
| diately, whereby I was enabled to tell her that 
the ſhould not ly-in of ſome time, and ſhe did 
not till öfty days after. | | 


18 CHAP. XIV. 
| F the buttocks preſenting. 


| HE buttocks, through the membranes and 
waters are eaſily miſtaken for the head; till 
the waters coming away and the continuation of the 
in pains puſhing them on, the ſurgeon is forced to 
let the child come in that fituation, which ſome- 
times happens without any difficulty, at other 
times occaſions a lingering and difficult labour. 


OBSERVATION CXXXI. 


The ſeventh of Fuly 1706, a young woman 
begged of me to promiſe to attend her in /a- 
bour when ſhe ſhould want me, E 
* j ent 
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ſent for me. I found her with ſuch flight and re- 
mote pains, that I ſaw no occaſion for me to ſit 

up, in the morning I found the pains ſtrong enough 
to aſſure myſelf of the ſituation of the, child, it 
was ftill very high, the hardneſs and roundneſs of 
the part I felt engaged me to believe it to be the 
head. The pains having encreaſed the waters 
came away, but ſhe would not ſuffer me to touch 
her again, to ſee whether I was right. She re- 
mained in that condition tae reſt of the -day, .and 
part of the night before ſhe would ſuffer it, when 
L found the buttocks preſenting, and I was not 
then able to help her till the child was advanced 
enough to introduce my fingers at the groin, and 
help it out that way. I had a great deal of 
trouble about it, which would have been all ſpared, 
if the had ſuffered me to touch her once more be- 
fore the waters were come away, I ſhould then 
have returned the child, and made the delivery 
much eaſier. Both mother and child did very 
well, | 


CHAP. XV. 
Of Miſcarriages. 
D ELIVERY before its time has two cauſes, 


an internal and external one. The internal 
one ariſes from the diſtempers which may attack 
women with child; as floodings, convulſions, &c. 
External cauſes are all violent exerciſes or wounds. 

A Miſcarriage through any diſtemper, is the 
more dangerous according to the malignity of the 
diſtemper, as when it is a malignant fever, the 
ſmall pox, Cc. almoſt all women with child that 
are attacked with any of theſe miſcarry, and are 
in great. danger of their lives. The children in- 
deed generally come into the world alive, — 

ve 
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have the benefit of baptiſm, whereas thoſe Miſcar- 
riages which follow a great fright, a fall, a firoke, 
a flooding, or any accident of that kind are gene- 
rally dead, becauſe after ſuch a violent ſhock they 
change their natural ſituation into one that is con- 
ſtrained, whereby the blood is hindered from flow- 
ing into the navel- ſtring to carry nouriſhment as 
before, and they generally do not come into the 
world till ſome time after, and not juſt nine days 
after, as is generally imagined, there being ſome 
women who have carried their children a month 
or two after they were dead, which ſhows that the 
delivery of a child who died in its mother's belly 
through any accident, does not happen till the ute- 
rus is diſpoſed to it, by ſome means entirely un- 
known to us. 

When Women are attacked with any dangerous 
illneſs their children come forth before their time, 
becauſe the weakneſs which is brought on the 
whole habit of body, alſo affects the wrerus, 
which at the ſame time is irritated by the violent 
motions of the child, and the humours, grown 
ſharp by the heat of the fever. Theſe cauſe the 
expulſion of the child, before it has had time to 
grow too weak, or to loſe its life, eſpecially if 
helped in time; but they don't live long, being 
partakers of their mother's diſtemper, and ſo ſick 
as not to be able to take the breaſt. 


OBSERVATION CXXXII. 


In the yeat 1687, the ſmall pox raged in this 
town, 1t was more fatal than general, moſt of thoſe 
that caught it dying of it. Among others a lady 
of diſtinction fix months gone with child or there- 
abouts, fell ill with it, all went exceeding. well, 
the fever was moderate, the puſtles large, raiſed, 
and white, when on a ſudden ſhe was taken with 
JS... | a con- 
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a convulſion; in leſs than half an hour the puſtles 
went in, and her whole body turned black and 
mortified. phos {wes | to be there by chance, I 
gave her a few ſpoon Is of wine, ſome pains fol- 
lowed, and I delivered her immediately, of a live 
child who died ſoon after; another convulſion came 
on, and ſhe died, 


OBSERVATION CXXXI11I. f 


In the year 1692, we had a great number of 
ſoldiers here, who brought the bloody flux along 


with them, and ſpread it in this town, where it 


made a great havock. But thoſe got over who 
had ſtrength and reaſon, and who were in 

circumſtances, There were very few exempt from 
it, from the * to the ſhepherd, except 
the phyſicians, furgeons and apothecaries, or I 
may ſay, the furgeons alone, for we practiſe here 
all the three branches, In the month of Oe 
| ber a glover's wife whom I had under hand ſix 
days with this illneſs, and whom I deſpaired off 
the very firſt day, ſent to defire me to come to 
her the ſixth day in the afternoon, becauſe ſhe felt 


violent pains. I found her in labour, the child well 


placed and the waters gathered, and they came 
away ſoon after, The child ſoon followed, and 
lived two days. I brought away the placenta which 
was very ſmall ; ſhe died eight days after. 


REFLEXION, 
The danger this woman was in, encreafed upon 


her being brought to bed, the pains which the 


lochia cauſed, joining themſelves to the violent 
ſtrainings, forced her to be continually upon the 
cloſe ſtool. The remedies for her diſeaſe 
yere alſo forbid, for fear of ſuppreſſing the The 
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Theſe ſtopped after four days, when J gave her 4 
grain of laudanum, which had a wonderful effect, 
but ſhe died notwithſtanding eight days after her 
lying- in, nature being entirely exhauſted, 


OBSERVATION CXXXIV. 


In the year 1704, both town and country were 
infected with a pretty extraordinary diſtemper, 
which carried off moſt of thoſe that were ſeized 
with it; but contrary to what happened in that 
julſt mentioned; the old, weak and poor people 
recovered better than the rich, and thoſe who were 
young and hearty. The fick laboured under a 
violent heat or a continual ſhivering, with oppreſ- 
ſion, pain in the ſide, cough, ſpitting of blood 
and vomiting. A vomit given at firſt was found 
by us the molt ſerviceable, tho? every thing ſeemed 
to forbid it. but experience ought to go before 
all reaſoning. 

The twenty-ſecond of June, a lady about three 
months gone with child, was ſeized with it. She 
had all the ſymptoms. at once, and inſtead of heat 
a continual. cold. Seeing the great danger ſhe 
was in, upon the account of her pregnancy, I deſired 
her to ſettle her affairs, as ſhe had a manly ſpirit 
in a female body; ſhe made herſelf eaſy, and 
truſted wholly to me. Vomiting being forbid in 
her circumſtances, I began by bleeding, upon the 
account of her violent oppreſſion ; but the coldnefs 
ſhe laboured under, ſeemed to have drove all the 
blood to the center. I ſet about recalling the heat 
to one of the arms, by friction, and holding ſome 
live coals under it, wrapping it up afterwards in 
warm,napkins, till I found a veſſel which ſeemed 
pretty full. I opened it, and with a great deal of 
difficulty it yielded two porringers of blood, I 
was in hopes this great coldneſs would go off, which 

i was 
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was ſtill more ſurprizing, as it was midſummer time; 
but I got no ground, the coldneſs, oppreſſion and 
vomiting remained, which made me reſolve, not- 
withſtanding the lowneſs of her pulſe and the deſ- 
perate condition ſhe was in, to bleed her again. I 
made uſe of the ſame means as the day before, 
and made ſhift to take away three porringers of 
blood, which helped her conſiderably and carried 
off the cough, coldneſs and ſpitting of blood. 
There remained now, nothing beſides a ſlight pain 
in the fide, and a little oppreſſion, for which I 
was going to repeat bleeding, if ſome ſmall pains ſhe 
felt in the belly and about the-loins, had not hin- 
dered me from it, which ſhowed ſhe was going to 
miſcarry, this happened about an hour after. For 
the pains encreaſed, the waters gathered and the 
membranes broke, the child followed, rightly ſitu- 
ated and no bigger than a flead mouſe. I chiſtened 
it, and then tried to bring away the placenta, in 
which I found a great difficulty, the chord being 
too ſmall to pull with, which forced me to follow 
it to its root and looſen it from the uterus, before 
the os tince was cloſed. She remained ſtill very 
ill for three or four days. Her regularity, in tak- 
ing broth, gellies and every thing I adviſed her to, 
brought down the lochia in as great plenty as tt 
ſhe had gone her full time, upon which account 
the Miſcarriage which we were afraid of at firſt, 

roved of great ſervice to her; ſhe was quite well 
in ſix weeks time. 


REFLEXI1ON. 


There ſeemed to be a ſort of poiſon in this diſ- 
temper which by its malignity coagulated the blood 
and fluids, which ſhowed itſelf by the great cold- 
neſs and ſlowneſs of the pulſe. I preferred evacu- 
ations to volatile and ſpirituous medecines. 

| OBSZR» 
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OBSERVATION CXXXV. 


A thraſher's wife living at Beaumont, five months 

gone with child, ill with a malignant fever, her 
whole body being covered with purple ſpots, ſent 
for me the third of November 1704, upon finding 
herſelf attacked with violent pains, which had be- 
gun in her ſtomach with a continual vomiting, and 
communicated themſelves to her belly and loins. 
I touched her, the waters which were gathered, 
and ſeveral parts of the child which I felt confuſ- 
edly through the membranes, did not ſuffer me to 
doubt of a Miſcarriage. I broke the membranes 
at the very next pain, and found the hands and 
feet of this child, which were fo ſmall, that I had 
no trouble in chuſing the laſt to draw it out by. 
It came alive and I chriſtened it; it took me 
ſome little time and labour to bring away the 


Placenta. 


REFLEX ION. 


Finding that this woman could keep in neither 
wine, cider nor broth in her ſtomach without vo- 
miting it up, I was obliged to try ſome clear water, 
which ſtaid with her, as it did again upon my 
repeating it three quarters of an hour after. I 
kept her to it, giving her a little dry bread to eat 
afterwards. She got up in fifteen days. 

It ſeems as if there was a bad acid in this wo- 
man's ſtomach, which turned ſour her liquids and 
corrupted her broth and food, which afterwards 
ſtimulated the ſtomach, and cauſed a continual vo- 
miting. Water proved the only remedy, by cools 
ing, waſhing and cleanſing the part. 


OB$SER-> 
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OEBSERVATION CXXXVI. 


The thirteenth of Fuly 1696, a lady of the pa- 
riſh of Huberville, a league and half diſtant, being 
four months gone with child, had two violent fits 
of a tertian fever. I was deſired to ſee her, in 
order to bleed her beſore the third fit. I met a 
tootman by the way who was ſent to haſten me. 
I found her with true labour pains, the waters gone 
off, and the child preſenting the buttocks, on 
which I poured a little water to chriſten it, the mo- 
ther aſſuring me ſhe had felt it but a little before, 
As it was very ſmall I let it come in that poſture, 
for fear of worſe by turning it. The pains having 
encreaſed, and the child advanced, I lid a finger 
of each hand as far as I could towards the groins, 
bringing forwards by that means, the thighs and 
legs, theſe I drew out, and taking hold of the 
little body with a cloth I finiſhed the work. I 
uſed a great deal of gentleneſs in every thing, leaſt 
the muſcles of the head, being ſtill weak ſhould 
yield, and the head ſhould be left behind, thro” 
the ſtreightneſs of the parts. I had a great deal 
of trouble in bringing away the placenta, which 
adhered very firmly, and the paſſage was not di- 
lated enough to ſuffer me to looſen it eaſily. | 


REFLEXI1ON. 


Thus we ſee that it is not violent illneſſes 
only, but that the ſlighteſt will ſometimes cauſe 
abortion. 

The. child at firſt had no ſign of life, but groan- 
ed afterwards for ſome time. 


OssEA- 
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OBSERVATION CXXXVII. 


The eleventh of Odaber 1698, an officer's wife 
about two months gone with child, was taken ill 
with a continual but gentle fever, without any 
bad ſymptoms. The ſecond day at night, I took 
away two portingers of blood, ſhe felt ſome pains, 
which ſeeming to her like thoſe ſhe had- felt in her 
firſt lying-in, ſhe ſent for me in a hurry.. Some 
time after I was come, a bladder of the bigneſs 
of a hen's egg full of water came away, I opened 
it immediately, and found in it a living child, of 
the bigneſs of a cockſhafer, I chriſtened it, after 
which, it was ſo intermixed with the clouts that 
it could not be found again. I believe it was trod 
under feet, having fallen upon the floor with ſome 
clods of blood. The fever went off ſome days af- 
ter, and ſhe was as well as if nothing had hap- 
pened to her. 


REFLEX1ON. 


I cannot attribute the cauſe of this abortion, to 
any thing elſe but to the violent motion of the 
blood and heat of the fever, whence the fluids 
grew ſharp and irritated the uterus. I never faw 
but one embryo ſmaller than this: it was that of 
a chandler's wife, who did not know of her being 
with child, who after one pain only and without 
any apparent cauſe, had a little bladder of water 
come away, in which was a child of the bignets 
of a bee, the parts were ſo confuſed that I could 
hardly diſtingwſh them. 


[ 
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CHAP. 
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N. H AP. XVI. * 
. M Werke through any external cage. 


HERE! is ſuch a numerous variety of theſe 

cauſes, that it would be impoſſibſe to enu- 
merate them all: a ſudden joy or fr ight ; any an- 
ger or reſentment; any ſtrong or unpleaſant ſmell; 
a falſe ſtep, may bring on floodings and miſearri- 
ages. I could make up a volume of obſeryations 
about this article, but a few ate ſufficient, | 


OBsE RVAT ION CXXXVIIL 


I was called one day to one of my intimateſt 
friends, a feaſonable ſenfible woman, whom 1 
had delivered ſeveral times. She was between 
four and five months gone with child. She, had 
ſome” pains in her Joins and belly, which bore 
downwards, and the whole was occaſioned by her 
huſband, who; was very fond of her, bidding her 
remove a cupboard into another place, and make 
ſome ſmall alterations 1 in ir. 


OBSERVATION, cxxxlx. 


The ſeventh of Hts 1688, a waggoner's 
wife five months gone with ehild, in changing baſ⸗ 
kets 4 horſeback, held one upon her belly. The 
two days and nights alleen, ſhe felt her child 
ſtir more than uſual ; after which it ſeemed like 
a lump, which fell on the fide ſhe laid on, and 
weighed heavy upon her lower belly, which made 
her make urine often. She loſt her ſtomach, her 
complexion became wan, and ſhe had pains all 
over her. She conſulted me, and I made no 
doubr, but that all theſe ſymptoms were owing to 
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a contuſion which had cauſed the death of the 
child. I bid her take reſt, which ſhe was forced 
to do through neceſſity, not being able to ſtir. 
Seventeen days after labour pains came on; ſhe ſent 
to deſire me to come, I found her with ve 

ſharp pains, and very much exhauſted, 1 _— 
her as much as 1 could with wine and cordial li- 
quors, after which I delivered her of a child that 
came with the feet firſt ; the placenta followed, the 
whole very black, but without any bad ſmell. 
She was a longer time before ſhe got up again, 
than ſhe had ever been after any other lying-in. 


REFLEXION. 


Tho' I was very well ſatisfied that the child was 
dead, yet I did not attempt to deliver her, for this 
ought always to be left to nature, except when a 
flooding or any accident of that nature forces us 
to it; for there have been women who have la- 
boured under the ſame, or very near the ſame 
complaints with this woman, who have neverthe- 
leſs gone their full time, and brought forth living, 
tho? perhaps weak children. | 


OBSERVATION CXL. 


The nineteenth of Fuly 1693, a plowman's wife 
of the pariſh of Gaurbeville, fell off a horſe ſo vio- 
lently, as to remain without any ſenſe for ſome 
time, She was ſix months gone with child ; I was 
fent for immediately. I found her ſomewhat come 
to herſelf, her head was not hurt, tho? I had at- 
tributed to that the loſs of her ſenſes. She felt her 
child ſtir extraordinarily, I did not wonder at it, 
after the great commotion ſhe had ſuffered. She 
was carried home upon a ſort of litter, I adviſed 
her to take good nouriſhment, and to keep = 
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bed ſeven or eight days. From that time ſhe did 
not feel her child ſtir any more ; but ſhe felt it as 
a load on the ſide ſhe laid on, but more eſpecially . 
in the lower belly, when ſhe was ſtanding z which 
forced her to make water often. She remained 
thus to the time of delivery, which happened when 
expected, without the fall having either forwarded 
or retarded it. I was ſent for, but ſhe was deli- 
vered long before I came, of a child ſo weak that 
it died ſome hours after. 4 


REFLEXI1ON, 


Had this woman taken a great deal of reſt, 
as 5 adviſed her, her child might perhaps have 
lived. 

I gave the ſame advice to a lady fifteen leagues 
off, who laboured under the ſame complaints; a 
fortnight after ſhe was brought to bed of a dead 
child, who as I have ſeen ſeveral times in theſe 
caſes, came away very eaſily, upon the account of 
its ſmallneſs. Sf 

When a child is dead in the uterus, tho? for tw 
months, as long as it is ſhut up in the membranes, 
there is no danger of its corrupting, this corrup- 
tion proceeding only from the external air, 


OBSERVATION CXLL 


The twenty-firſt of June 1687, a poulterer's wife 
of this town three months gone with child, whom 
I had laid ſeveral times, defired to ſee me. I 
found her with labour pains, brought on by a kick 
ſhe had received upon the loins, ſeven or eight 
days before. I delivered her of a little dead child, 
who came very eaſily; but I had a great' deal of 
trouble in bringing away the placenta, the uterus. 
not being dilated n—_ to introduce my fingers 
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to looſen it, and the chord being fo weak that 1 


could make no uſe of it; I finiſhed the work 
at laſt. | 


OBSERVATION CXLII. 


A young lady about three months gone with 
child, made up a party of pleaſure with ſome of 
her acquaintance, upon ſome very uneaſy horſes. 
By ſome accident ſhe jumped off, lighting upon 
her feet, without feeling any inconvenience at that 
time; but at night there came away a reddiſh ſe- 

rum, the pains followed, and ſhe was brought to 
bed, without letting any body but her maid 
know any thing of the matter, not imagining 
things would go ſo far. As the after-birth had 
not. followed, was forced to conſult her ſur- 
eon, who carried me along with him to the lady. 
hey ſhowed me the child, who was exceeding 
ſmall, with a ſmall end of the chord. I placed her 
in a convenient poſture, and found the chord, which 
I followed to the entrance of the aterus, which 
was ſo cloſed, that I was hardly able to introduce 
my finger, by whoſe means I looſened the placenta 
from the ſides, after which I made uſe of the chord, 
which was more ſerviceable to me than I could 
have expected, I helped at the ſame time with my 
finger, acting with it on all ſides; at laſt I brought 
it away whole, but the /ochia ſtopped, and. a fever 
came on. I made it paſs for a common fever, 
and bled her in the arm and foot, but in ſpite of 
all remedies, ſhe died fourteen days after her AV 
carriage; ſhe laboured under ſeveral extraordinary 
ſymptoms, among others that of being blind, for 
ſome days before ſhe died. | 
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The ſeventeenth of November 1703, the wife of 
an officer of judicature ſent for me at three in the 
morning. She told me ſhe had been at a wedding, 
where every body was very merry, and that ſhe 
had been forced to dance; that ſince that, ſhe had 
not been well in health, that ſhe was unwieldy 
and loath to ſtir about; that ſhe was continually 
inclined to go to ſtool, without being able to do 
it, and that being three months gone with child, 
ſhe was afraid of ſome bad conſequences, having 
ſince twelve o'clock felt ſome pains like thoſe ſhe 
had felt when ſhe was brought to bed before. I 
touched her, and found all ſo well diſpoſed, that I 
brought away with my hand, a very ſmall child, 
with its membranes and placenta, all together, and 
ſhe hardly found herſelf ill with it, neither did 
her moſt intimate friends know any thing of the 
matter, 


CHAP, XVIL 


That Miſcarriages happen ſometimes without 
any evident cauſe ; as alſo that women ſome- 
times go their full time, hen there is all 
the reaſon imaginable to expect that they 


ſhould miſcarry. | 


OTH theſe will appear by the following 
obſervations, | | 


OBsERVAT1oN CXLIV. 


The ſecond of Oober 1691; a lady three leagues 
off this town, five months gone with child, who 
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had all along enjoyed a very good ſtate of health, 
found herſelf ſeized with ſome flight pains, which 
upon their encreaſing, forced her to ſend for me 
at twelve o'clock at night, I found her with pains 
reſembling thoſe of labour; but the goodneſs of 
her conſtitution joined to the cheerfulneſs and 
mildneſs of her temper, and no fort of accident 
having happened to her, made me hope that a 
' glyſter might relieve theſe pains; yet notwithſtand- 
ing this help, they kept encreaſing, and diminiſh- 
ing; ſo that I was kept between hope and fear to 
the third night, when after ſeven or eight pains, 
the waters gathered, and a little girl came forth, 
who lived three days, 


REFLEX1ION. 


I did not touch'her but at the very laſt, the 
ſituation of ſo young a child not being of conſe- 
quence enough to be minded till there is need. 


OBSERVATION CXLV. 


The counteſs of.. .. four months gone with 
child, came into this country towards the end of 
May 1703. She deſired me to come and fee het. 
I found her in bed, and very hearty, notwith- 
ſtanding the fatigue of the journey. She ſaid ſhe 
had conſulted Mr. Des Forges before ſhe came away, 
who had ordered her to keep her bed for nine 
days, to be bled three weeks after, and then keep 
her bed again as many days. She aſked whether 
this was the cuſtom of our ladies; I told her that 
the merit of Mr, Des Forges was too well known 
to me to find fault with his preſcriptions, and that 
our ladies not uſing the ſame methods might be 
owing to the difference of climates, that they were 
bled only when it was thought they- had _ 

: , for 
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for it, and were ſuffered to go about their bulineſs 
as uſual without being detained in their beds. 

I bled her at the time ſhe had fer, and ſhe again 
_ her bed for nine days. I ſaw her every week, 
and after two months ſtay in this country, durin 
which ſhe hardly ſtirred, having left her the 2 
day night after ſupper, on the thurſday a ſervant 
came for me, telling me ſhe had been affſicted 
with the cholick ever fince twelve at night, As 1 
was getting on horſeback another ſeryant came to 
hurry me. I found her with all the marks of de- 
livery being near. Every body was ſurprized. 
The child ſoon came away along with the placenta, 
it was a boy, who lived an hour, he was ſix 
months old. She got up again in eight days, and 
fix weeks after returned back to Paris. * 


REEL EXION. 


This lady's mother hearing of this accident, 
wrote to her ten days after it, to keep her bed for 
a fortnight, and herſelf ſwathed up for a month. 
The firſt thing ſhe did not regard, having walked 
about for two days already, but ſhe aſked me what 
was the intention of the ſecond : I told her that 
thoſe who uſed it, intended to retain the terus in 
its place, to help the lochia, and reſtore the ſhape. 
She abruptly replied that the firſt intention ap- 

ared to her hurtful, ſince after her being deli- 
vered ſhe had felt her werus in her belly like a 
great ball, which fell on whatſoever fide ſhe laid, 
and that, had ſhe been ſwathed up, the bandage, 
inſtead of keeping it in its place, would have puſhed 
it downwards; that to anſwer the ſecond intention 
the bandage muſt have been pretty light, which 
| would have been very troubleſome and uſeleſs too, 
her lochia having come down of themſelves without 
| Q 4 this 
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this help; ; as for the third ſhe knew the contrary, 


the ſtays ſhe had wore before ſhe was married be- 
ing no too big for her. 


OBSERVATION CXLVI. 


This fame lady being three months gone of hep 
time, a large ſhutter fell upon her belly, ſhe ſuf- 
fered a great deal of pain from it, and a ſlight loſs 
of blood followed. She took to her bed immedi- 
ately, and wrote to me to know what ſhe ſhould 
do, or to come down myſelf if there was occaſion. 
The blood came in ſmall quantity when ſhe was iP 
or fitting, and more abundantly when ſhe was lai 
I wrote to her to ſuffer general rules to give way 
to neceſſity, and not to keep her bed but when 
forced to it, to be bled twice, two porringers at a 
time, and to remain very quiet. I heard no more 
of her till I was ſent for to lay her of a boy, wha 
was very well in health notwithſtanding this ac- 
cident, 


* 


REFLEXION. 


I have delivered three women in a ſhort ſpace 
of time, two of which miſcarried when they were 
between four and five months gone of their time; 
for having ſeen bailiffs arreſt their huſbands about 
ſome taxes, and the other, for fear any harm 
ſhould have happened to her huſband, who did 
not return home at night as he had promiſed ; 
whereas ſeveral women have undergone the moſt 
terrible accidents, without any miſchief enſuing 
from it. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION CXLVII. 
| Lady. . , four months gone with child, go- 


ing from one © of her eſtates to another, was over- 
turned in a very bad road, and as ſhe got out of 
the coach, ſaiv one of the footmen's head engaged 
under the hinder wheel, He came off with a 
contuſion upon the eye, and ſhe ſuffered — 
by her fright. 


OBSERVATION CXLVIII. 


The marchioneſs of . . . , ſix months gone with 
child, ſtepped into her coach before the coachman 
was upon t che box. He running raſhly to get up, 
Frighted the horſes, who ran away, She jumped 
out of the coach door, and fell on a bad pave- 
ment upon her back, without any other harm but 
the fright. 


OBSERVAT ION CXLIX. 


Lady. . . , five months gone with child, go- 
ing into the country to ſee a ſiſter, did not get out 
of her coach to dine. The coachman having 
taken off the bridles from the horſes, to give them 
ſome oats, and going too roughly to bridle them 
again, they run away at the beginning of a heath 
two leagues broad; by good luck the hinder horſe 
fell down, which forced the reſt to ſtop. The 
lady got out of the coach, without receiving any 
damage. 


OssER- 
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OBSERVATION CL. 


A woman fix months gone with child, going 
down a ſquare ſtair-caſe, fell with her belly and 
ſtomach upon the baniſters, being two pair of ſtairs 
high, Her backſide proving heavier than her 
head, hindered her from falling over, without 
the pain and fright ſhe muſt have been in, being 
of any ill conſequence to her. 


CHAP. XVII, 


Of Miſcarriage through raſh actions. 


OMEN with child ought to be very cir» 
cumſpect in all their actions, ſince a falſe 
ſtep may, by its ſhock, looſen part of the placenta, 
and bring on a flooding, which may not only 
endanger her life, but deprive the child of its 
eternal happineſs, — | 


OBSERVATION CLI. 


I ſaw a lady ſomewhat in years, who having 
three daughters and four boys, was very uneaſy at 
her being with child again, not through any ap- 
prehenſion of the pains ſhe muſt undergo, but be- 
cauſe ſo many children would impoveriſh her fa- 
mily, Through grief upon this account or other- 
wiſe, ſhe miſcarried, without letting any body know 
any thing of the matter. I ſhould not have known 
it, had not her waiting-maid told me, that a little 
dead fætus had come away, which had been thrown 
into the fire. The lady kept her bed ſome days, 
every body imagining that nature was now mak- 
ing amends for her former omiſſions, which had 


cauſed a ſuſpicion that ſhe was a breeding. 
| OBSER- 


* 
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OBSsERVATION CLII. 


The twenty- fifth of 7uh 1696, a ſadler's wife of 
this town, five months and a half gone with child, 
briſk and young, being at romps in her ſhop, went 
to give a kick to her boy, but miſſed him, which 
cauſed ſuch a violent extenſion, and ſhock to the 
lower parts, that great pains ſeized her immedi- 
ately about the loins and groin, and in the whole 
belly, ſo that ſhe had fallen on the ground, if 
luckily there had not been a chair at hand. She 
was ſo faint, as to make every thing apprehended 
as to her life and that of her child's, whom we could 

lainly perceive to be in a very great agitation by 
its continual reſtleſsneſs. I made no doubt but 
that a flooding or convulſions would enſue, which 
delivery only could remedy, wherefore all the ſer- 
vice I could do her was to put her to bed. For 
ſix weeks longer that ſhe carried her child, ſhe 
had no other complaint but this extreme weakneſs; 
I adminiftred good nouriſhment to her, bled her 
twice, which made her neither weaker nor ſtrong- 
er, gave ſome doſes of theriaca, with cordial ju- 
leps, which proving of no manner of ſervice, I 
had recourſe to good food only, with a little wine 
and water. At the ſeventh month ſhe felt ſome 
pains, and ſent for me, I found them ſtrong 
enough to examine into the ſituation of the child, 
finding the buttocks preſenting I tore the membranes, 
puſhed them back to ſeek for the feet, and ſoon 
finiſhed the delivery, She got up three weeks after, 
but ſtill very weak, a cough came on which touch- 
ed her lungs, and in ſpite of aſſe's and cow's 
milk, and all other remedies, ſhe was carried off 
in the twenty-fourth year of her age. 


Os. 


_ * * CT VP 4 , = 
* ws 4 1 10 N * I > ut. 1 „ 
« - e E 


204 A general Tati f MipwIr AV. 
OBSERVATION CLIII. 


A peaſant's wife living two leagues off, eighteen 
years old, and big with her firſt child, very ſtrong 
and hearty for her age, being a threſhing, at each 
ſtroke hit her belly with the handle of the flail, 
which made a black bruiſe two hands broad. 
From that time ſhe ceaſed feeling her child. As 
ſhe was eight months gone, ſhe minded it but 
little, but ſome time after ſhe was taken with labour 
_ when ſhe had endured them for three days, 

er huſband came for me. I found her as big as 
a tub, her belly up to her chin, as tight as a drum, 
and as hard as wood. Having heard of what had 
happened, and ſmelling a cadaverous ſcent exhal- 
ing from the private parts, with a noiſe compared 
by Mr. Peu, to that which fheep make when they 
are a ſheering, I made no queſtion of the child's 
death. The broth, wine and reſt I made her 
take, ſomewhat recalled her ſtrength 3 the pains 
coming on, and the head preſenting right, and 
being already far advanced, I reſolved upon let- 
ting the child come that way, without giving it 
any other help, tho? I was fully perſuaded that it 
was dead. The head was puſhed out by the con- 
tinuation of the pains, I imagined then that I had 
nothing to do, but to pull gently with my hands 
applied to the ears, but the body was fo putrified, 
that I found no more ſolidity in the muſcles of the 
neck than in wet paper, and the head remained 
in my hands. I puſhed up the body immediately, 
and ſought for the feet ; F pulled the firſt I could 
lay hold of, but it came off in my hand, I took 
hold of the other, and to avoid the like accident, 
I joined the two legs, and drew them down to- 


gether, that which had a foot left came off at the 
knee,” without my being ſenſible of drawing one 


more 
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more than the other, tho* certainly I did: I then 
drew the other leg-as gently as I could, till I had 
brought it out; I joined the two thighs together, 
and by ſoftly drawing engaged them in the paſ- 
ſage; I wrapped them up in a fine cloth, and took 
hold of them with both hands, and finiſhed by 
this means the deliuery, in which it is eaſy to con- 
ceive what I ſuffered; fortunately the child was 
ſo ſmall, that I don't think it was above ſeven 
months old; it was fo rotten, that taking hold 
of it by the hand to raiſe it up, it remained, in 
mine, and the little body, which could not be 
very heavy, fell down. I brought away a pla- 
centa as ſtinking and rotten as the child. This 
poor young creature bore: every thing with the 
greateſt calmneſs and reſignation. The blackneß 
of the belly reached up to her neck, and ſhe died 
four days after, mortified all over. A 


HAP. XIX. 


Why ſeveral women miſcarry without any ma- 
nifeſt cauſe. 


H O' the uterus is membranous, and de- 

ſigned by nature to ſtretch out, to contain 
one or more children; this extenſion happening 
alſo ſometimes upon the account of waters, or 
any other foreign Af yet we muſt not imagine 
that they all admit of the like extenſion. If this 
wont go down with reaſon, yet experience will 
juſtify it. 


OBSERVATION CLIV. 


A young woman that lived two leagues off, 
having reached the fifth month of her pregnancy, 
found herſelf ill, as ſhe thought, with the c 7 
IH er 


* 
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Her mother ſent for me in haſte, leaſt ſhe ſhould 
be in labour, as ſhe really was, for I found her 
brought to bed of a child, five months old, who 
was ſtill alive when I came. As the placenta had 
followed J left her to the care of her mother. 

This young woman being again with child ſome 
time after, miſcarried. again about the fifth month, 
and ſo ſuddenly, that they had not time to let 
me know it. She came off as well this time as 
before. 

Being a third time with child, ſhe was exceed- 
ing watchful over herſelf, to do nothing that could 
forward her delivery. I bled her three times in the 
ſix firſt. months, and kept her to a very regular 
moiſtening diet. She carried her child to the ſe- 
venth month, it lived but a few days. 

Imagining that it was owing to her regularity 
that ſhe carried this child longer than uſual, ſhe 
reſolved to be ſtill more cautious the next time; 
to that effect I bled and purged her twice, after 
her getting up from this lying- in. I repeated the 
bleeding as ſoon as ſhe was a breeding, and kept to 
it every month, I kept her to a cooling moiſtening 
diet, not ſuffering her to eat any thing roaſted, or to 
drink any ſtrong liquor: whether it was owing to 
this conduct, or any other reaſon, ſhe was not 
brought to bed before the ninth month, and her 
labour was eaſy, as it happened alſo twice after 
this. gt. 

But being with child again, and more diſor- 
dered at the fifth month, than ſhe had been at 
nine, in her three preceding pregnancies, ſhe was 
at the ſixth month ſeized with labour pains, and 
the waters came away, ſhe ſent for me, and I de- 
livered her in a little while of two little boys, who 
were alive, but died ſaon after. I afterwards 


brought away a large placenta, common to both 


children, ang ſhe ſoon recovered. 


have 
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I have ſeveral times ſince laid her of bud child 


FEM. 


any inconvenience. 


ReFLEgxiON 


The uterus in this young perſon was too "Hard, 
tough and ſolid to admit of an extenſion ſufficient 
to contain the child to the end of nine months ; 

when its contents had once attained a certain ſize, 
they began to cauſe ns; which ſtil] kept encreaſ. 
be till the fibres ſtretched beyond their 
power, a ſtimulus was bought on the whole 
uterus, and this cauſed it to contract and expel the 
child, which was the cauſe of it. Her carrying 
her child longer in her third pregnancy, and to. the 
full time in the three next, muſt be owing to the 
xterus becoming afterwards ſuſceptible of a further 
dilatation, but not to ſuch a degree as to be able 
to retain two children at once to their full term. 


OBSERVATION CLV. 


A lady that lived fifteen leagues off, who had 
always good /abours, without any bad complaints 
during her pregnancy, came into theſe parts with 
her huſband, about ſome family affairs. Bein 
with child, and detained longer than ſhe pop 
ſhe found herſelf fo diſordered, that after havi 
conſulted me once or twice by letter, ſhe deſire 
me to come to her. I found her as big, and rather 
bigger than ſhe uſed to be at her full time, 
and much more diſordered, tho* ſhe was but about 
the end of the ſixth month. She had felt very vio- 
lent pains for fifteen days, not reſembling thoſe of 
labour, bur as if her belly was going to burſt, 
ing on her back with her knees raiſed, her belly | 
appeared to me hard and tenſe, and leaving ſo i 
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tle ſpace to the ſtomach, that ſhe threw up the 
greateſt part of what ſhe eat, her food not having 
time to digeſt. Beſides her child ſtifred but little, 
which made me judge that ſhe had more than one. 
Her uterus was more filled at five months and a half 
than it uſed to be at nine, and not being able to 
bear ſo great an extenſion, it ſuffered a violent un- 
eaſineſs, which kept encreaſing as the contents en- 
creaſed: As ſhe wanted. three months or there- 
abouts of het time, there was no likelihood, con- 
ſidering the ſize of her belly and her continual pains, 
that ſhe ſhould. ever go her full time; but being 
near the ſeventh month, ſhe had no_ reaſon to be 
uneaſy, delivery at this time not being more dangerous 
than at nine. I bled her with an intent to take 
off her falneſs, and preſcribed her reſt. Eight 
days after, I was ſent for in haſte, but before T 
could be with her, ſhe was brought to bed of two 
children, who died ſome hours after. The lady 
did very well, and has had ſeveral children ſince, 
but one only at a time, and her /abours haye always 
been eaſy. 


REFLEXION.. 


Theſe obſervations are ſufficient to ſhow that 
ſome,wommbs will dilate to a certain degree, and no 
further; which is known by the hardneſs of the 
belly and pains, which too great an extenſion muſt 
cauſe to the nervous fibres. U 

The little motion of theſe children was owing 
to the narrowneſs of the place in which they were 
confined. | V 


CHAP, 


9 
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CHAP: XX. 
That labour pains are often brought on by other 
pains, 


E ought to be ery, 2.4 ſkilled in diſtin- 
guiſhing labour pains from others, that we 
may remedy theſe, which otherwiſe might bring 
on the firſt, pain in any part of the body being 
able to do it, as I have often ſeen, 


OBSERVATION CLVI. 


The ſeventh of Auguſt 1692, I was ſent for to a 
lady two leagues off, who was very near her time. 
I found her ill with a very ſharp pain in her ſide, 
a troubleſome cough and a great oppreſſion, but 
| fortunately without any fever. Some ſharp hu- 
mours which had fallen upon her lungs and pleura 
ſeemed partly to cauſe theſe complaints, I fay 
partly, becauſe the child lying too high, or wind 
may do the ſame. A glyſter was given her im- 
mediately, and an hour after I took away too por- 
ringers of blood; her difficulty of breathing leſ- 
ſened by degrees as well as her cough, and the 
pain ſhe had in her breaſt ſpread itſelf to her loins 
and belly, and from continual came on only by 
fits, ending after this manner in true [abour pains, 
which were happily over four hours after my com- 
ing. I left the mother and child very well con- 
ſidering their ſituation, 


OBsERvaTIion CLVII. 


A barber's wife ſent for me the fourth of Janu- 
ary 1687, I found her as cold as ice, with a violent 
looſeneſs and exquiſite pain in her ſide, being alſo 

P very 
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very near her time. If ſhe had been a little 
ſtronger, and not ſo cold, I ſhould have bled her; 
but all I could do for her, was to bid her prepare 
herſelf, as ſhe would ſoon be brought to bed, mak- 
ing no doubt but labour pains would follow thoſe of 
her ſide; this ſurprized her very much, feeling 
none in the leaſt at that time, but notwithſtanding 
this, two hours after, ſhe was brought to bed of a 
little boy, who died immediately, She was ex- 
ceeding ill, but the great care I took of her and 
her good courage faved her at laſt. 


REFLEXION. 


There was ſo general a weakneſs and relaxation 
in this woman, that it was impoſſible but that the 
uterus ſhould partake of it. Had ſhe been ſtronger 
I ſhould have given her ſome anodyne glyſters. 

J have delivered ſome women, who were ſo ill 
as to be only able to make ſigns for what they 
wanted, and who nevertheleſs have recovered to- 
gether with their children tho' delivered when 
their ſenſes were quite gone. | 


OBSERVATIon- CLVIII. 


The ſecond of December 1699, a baker's wife 
of this town being near her time, ſent for me. 
She had a moſt violent pain in the inſide of her 
right thigh, from her groin down to her knee 
the ſharpneſs of her pain, was but too evident 
from the diſtortions of her face, I ſuſpected 
that /abour might have ſome ſhare in this. I 
touched her and found the waters ready prepar- 
ed, they came away half an hour after, and the 
child followed. The pain went off, as if it had 
been taken away with the hand. 1 

E- 
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I imagine that this pain proceeded from the 
round ligament being affected by ſome motion or 
other, cauſed in the uterus by the weight of the 


child. 
CHAP, a 
Of the pains which ſucceed delivery. 


OMEN ſometimes, notwithſtanding the 
due evacuation of the lochia, are ſeized 
with the moſt dangerous illneſſes, immediately af- 


ter their being brought to bed. 


OBSERYAT ION CLIX, 


The third of December 1685, I delivered a wood- 
cutter's wife a league off this town, whoſe labour 
was very lingering and laborious. The night fol- 
lowing her huſband came for me, and told me ſhe 
was very near being choked by a moſt violent dif- 
ficulty of breathing, which ſhe had begun to com- 
plain of at about ſix, ſhe had alſo a very ſha 
pain in her ſide. I found her with a ſtrong full 
pulſe, tho* the lochia had, and ſtill came down 
Sr I made no ſcruple about eng 

er, Which I did twice in five hours, it carried o 
the pain, and reſtored her to a free reſpiration 
ſo that ſhe roſe up as ſoon as if this illneſs had 


not happened to her at all. 


REFLEXION, 


Tho? nature did much, it was evident, that it 


was not ſufficient to evacuate all the humours, with 
P 2 which 


* * * . . 
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which the habit of body of this woman was over- 
loaded. | 


OBSERVATION CLX. 


The ſeventh of January 1698, I was ſent for 
to lay the wife of a magiſtrate of this town, 
who was young. I found her with pains that 
were ſlight and flow, whereupon I told her that 
not being able to do her any ſervice, I might go 
home, but ſhe would not ſuffer me to do it. I 
ſpent the night there, and ſhe was not brought to 
bed till the next day at noon, after a very painful 
labour, which laſted ſix hours, but all went well at 
laſt. I bid her lie quiet, but ſhe was too young 
and airy to mind what I ſaid, She no ſooner be- 
gan to ſweat, but ſhe put her hands and feet out 
of bed, throwing the covering aſide, which by 
ſtopping the perſpiration of the humours which 
nature threw upon the ſkin, raiſed a very high 
fever, attended with a cough, pain in the ſide, 
and difficulty of breathing, tho* the lochia came 
down as they ſhould, 1 began by taking away 
two porringers and half of blood from the arm, 
and ſome time after I ordered her a glyſter of 
whey, to cool and refreſh the inteſtines, and by 
that means abate the heat ſhe was in. 

Theſe remedies, together with a ſimple decoc- 
tion having had no effect, I was forced to repeat 
them the next day; but the diſtemper got ground, 
ſhe was always forced to lie on her ill ſide, I found 
myſelf under the neceſſity to repeat the bleeding, 
glyſters, decoctions and emulſions. I bled her for 
ſix days together, without any abatement of the 
pain till the ſixth day at night, and I ſtill. conti- 
nued bleeding her every other day till the fever, 
difficulty of breathing and pain had quite left her; 
which did not happen till the ninth day, — 
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ſhe began to grow better and better, Her /lochia 
did not leave her all the while, and they ſeemed 
rather encreaſed by theſe frequent bleedings, which 
was an evident ſign of the abundancy of humours, 
and a guide to me how long to continue this re- 
medy, which if omitted an abſceſs in the breaſt 
would certainly have enſued. 


OBSERVATION CLXI. 


I was fetched the thirteenth of October 1700, 
to a young woman at Goubeville, three leagues off. 
I found her with ſlow pains, which encreaſed in 
two or three hours, and I delivered her happily of 
a girl. She had a good night, and I left her the 
next morning in very good health. 

Seven days after I was again fetched to her, 
upon her being ſeized on the fourth day with a 
ſhivering, followed by a very high fever, pain in 
the ſide, and great oppreſſion at her breaſt ; but 
the exceſſive ſweats ſhe laid under, making them 
hope for an amendment, hindered them from ſend- 
ing for me ſooner. I found . her worſe than they 
had been able to tell me, with ſuch a fluxion and 
oppreſſion at her breaſt that ſhe was ready to be 
choked. I bled her four times in three days, in 
both arms, which eaſed her reſpiration 3 but the 
pain in the fide ſtill remaining, and her cough 
bringing up purulent matter, I gave her hydromel 
for her common drink, and purged her gently, 
with a deſign to carry off the matter which was 
formed in the lungs, after having facilitated its 
coming away by that digeſtive and deterfive drink. 
This woman had ſome very particular complaints. 
She paſſed the day pretty eaſy, and ſlept fix or 
ſeven hours in the night, being awaked at five 
in the morning by a little cough, which kept en- 


creaſing till it brought up a little purulent ſpittle, 
"| oY which 
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which by degrees grew more in quantity till at laſt 
it came pouring ſo as to fill three large napkins, 
after which ſhe+ was free from the cough, ſpitting 
and oppreſſion, till the next morning at the ſame 
hour, when the ſame ſcene began again; this laſted 
for three months; after which theſe complaints 
leſſened #gradually for a month or fix weeks, and 
then went off entirely. She was ill twenty months 
in all, reckoning from her lying-in. She has been 
quite well ever ſince. 


SF LIERLITOQON 


The matter was already formed when I came. 
The evacuation which was made thro* the mouth 
22 very fortunate to her, and the purge which 

e took every week, by carrying off the hu- 
mours another way, hindered them from accumu- 
lating themſelves in the lungs. I gave her after- 
wards aſſe's milk, and at laſt cow's milk mixed 
with barley water, leaſt her ſtomach ſhould not be 
ſtrong enough to digeſt it alone. I leſſened the 
proportion of the barley water by degrees till I 
gave her at laſt the milk alone, purging her be- 
fore, during, and after the courſe. 


OBsERVATION CLXII. 


The wife of a major of foot in a foreign regi- 
ment which was quartered here in the year 1692, 
finding herſelf ill in the ſixth month of her preg- 
nancy, ſent for me. I found her with very briſk 

ains, I told her that delivery wauld put an end to 
them, but this ſhe would by no means believe, till 
the waters came away, followed by a dead child. 
She was very well for the four firſt days, her lochia 
which flowed as well as if ſhe had gone her full 
time, left her no other uneaſineſs but the 3 
0 


- 
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of being forced: to keep her bed fome days longer; 
when we leaſt ſuſpected it, a fever came on, her 
lochia ſtopped, her belly became hard, tenſe, 
\ ſwelled and painful; ſhe was alſo ſubject to va- 


pours and hyſterick complaints. As I often ſaw. 


her, and had found her a little feveriſh in the morn- 
ing, I had the opportunity to ſee all theſe complaints 
come on gradually. I ordered her an emollient 
glyſter immediately, and two hours after it was 
come away, I took away two porringers of blood ; 
I applied on her belly little bags, filled with emol- 
lient herbs and ſeeds, which I kept changing as 
they grew cold, and ſhe had four glyſters a day 
given her with the decoction of them, as hot as 
ſhe could bear them. I bled her again the ſecond 
day ; the third kept to the glyſters and bags. The 
fever leſſened at night, as well as all the other 
complaints, and went off entirely on the fourth, 
The lochia appeared again, but in ſmall quantity, 
as it was a miſcarriage they could not be expected 
to be in fo great a quantity as if ſhe had gone her 
full time, She got up again in three weeks, after 
having been purged twice; but ſhe was ſome time 
before ſhe recovered her ſtrength, | 


REFLEXION, 


* This accident was occaſioned by the ſhaking of 
a coach. I have always found bleeding the moſt 


ſucceſsful remedy in theſe caſes, 


OBSERVATION CLXIII. 


The twenty-firſt of January 1706, I delivered 
an attorney's wife, ſhe had a good labour, the milk 
fever was over in five days, and when there ſeemed 
nothing to be feared, ſhe was ſeized with a ſhiver- 


ing, followed by an extraordinary heat z a flux 
| F's | came 
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came on which gave her forty or fifty ſtools in 
twenty-four hours, her /ochia ſtopped entirely, her 
belly was hard, tenſe and painful, and ſhe had no 
reſt at nights. I bled her three times in the arm in 
five days, kept her to a cooling ptiſan, and weak 
broth, and to two half glyſters a day. By this 
management ſhe got well, ſo as to get out in five 
weeks, | 


REFLEKXION. 


When lying-in women are attacked with a looſe- 
neſs, their lochia generally ſtop ; but whether the 
lochia's ſtopping is owing to the looſenels, or the looſe- 
neſs cauſed by the ſuppreſſion of the lochia, I am not 
able to determine, 1 am ſomewhat inclined to re- 
fer both to the fever, which rendering by its heat 
the humours acrimonious, and they being dif- 
charged upon the inteſtines ſtimulate them and 
encreaſe their periſtaltick motion, whereby the ali- 
ments being hurried downwards undigeſted, there 
enſues a looſeneſs, and at the ſame time no new 
chyle is made to ſupply the natural evacuation. 


HAF. . 


Of lame and crooked women. 


R. Peu would hardly allow any women to 

marry that labours under either of theſe 
indiſpoſitions: but this would be hard upon them, 
as they have no leſs inclination for this ſacrament 
than others. They are ſubject to painful and lin- 
gering labours, and ſo are the beſt made women; 
but this is not owing to their wrong conformation, 
ſince the contrary as often happens to them. 


OBSER-/ 
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OBSERVATION CLXIV. 


The marchioneſs of ...., who lived twenty- 
five leagues off, having beſpoke me to lay her, I 
went to her in June 1698. She was lame by the 
| diſlocation of one of her hips, which had happened 
to her in her infancy, and for which ſhe-had been 
ill treated. She began to feel ſome ſlight pains by 
eleven in the morning, which continued in that 
manner till half an hour after five in the after- 
noon, when they encreaſed. I found the child in 
a right poſture, the waters ſoon came away, fol- 
lowed by the child, and I brought away the pla- 
centa immediately. She got up without any acci- 
dent, and her child did very well. 


REF ILE XI ON. 


The head of the femur when diſlocated does 
not lie in the paſſage of the bones, ſo conſequently 
can be no hindrance to the coming forth of the 
child. Lame women indeed are more liable to 
fall, therefore ought to be very much upon their 
guard during their pregnancies. 


OBSERVATION CLXV. 


An officer's wife five leagues off, who was lame 
of both feet, through a wrong conformation of the 
rts, and from thence very ſubject to fall down, 
eing with child, took ſo great care of herſelf, 
that ſhe had no fall, and went happily her full 
time, Perceiving ſome of the forerunners of 
delivery, ſhe ſent for me, labour came on ſoon 
after, and ſhe was brought to bed jn leſs than an 

hour, 3 
Re- 
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REFLEXION. 


The parts which are ſubject to be lame having 
no relation to thoſe which are ſubſervient to deli- 
very, can be no obſtacle to it. There ſeems to be 
more reaſon to apprehend this in crooked women, 
becauſe in ſome the ſpine bending outwards in the 
middle of the back, projects often too forwards 
towards the vertebræ of the loins, ſo that the diſ- 
tance between the os ſacrum and pubis is made nar- 
, rower, which muſt make delivery very difficult, if 
not impoſſible. But you muſt take notice that 
lame or ſtraight, high or low, women are all ſub- 
ject to this inconvenience. 


OBSERVATION CLXVI. 


A lady five leagues off this town, very much 
deformed both behind and before, enjoying, a very 
bad ſtate of health, being very lean and ſhort 
breathed, upon her being with child, reſolved to 
come and live with her mother in this town, that 
ſhe might be nearer me. I promiſed to give her 
all the aſſiſtance in my power, but I even then 
deſpaired within myſelf of ever ſaving her, conſi- 
dering the many indiſpoſitions ſhe laid under. 
Her complaints encreaſed, as ſhe drew nearer her 
time, and between the ſixth and ſeventh month 
ſhe had ſome flight pains, of which ſhe gave me 
notice. I immediately judged them to be labour 
pains, which were even ſtrong enough to engage 
me to enquire into the ſituation of the child, I felt 
its head through the membranes and waters, which 
were in ſmall quantity, it was very ſoft, which 
made me judge that the child was very ſmall, the 
waters gathered, and ſoon came away, and the 


child followed in leſs than an hour. It was very 
ſmall, 
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ſmall, and lived eight days without taking any 
nouriſhment. The chord which was very weak 
did not hinder the placenta from adhering very 
firmly. I 'would for fear of any accident, have 
introduced my hand to looſen it, but the os ſa- 
crum and pubis were ſo near one another that I 
found it impoſſible ; thus I was forced to make uſe 
of the Ss pr encouraging her to bear downwards, 
to blow in her hand, and put her finger down her 
throat, as to excite vomiting, by theſe means I 
got away the placenta whole. 

She got up again; but never enjoyed a good 
ſtate of health, a cough came on, which fell upon 
her lungs, and ſhe died fix months after of an 
univerſal dropſy. 


REFLEXION. 


Had this woman gone her full time ſhe never 
could have been delivered, becauſe the child would 
have been too big to come through ; it was ow- 
ing to its ſmallneſs that ſhe was brought to bed 
ſo ſoon. 

She died dropſical at laſt, a diſtemper which 
aſthmatick people are very liable to, for the blood 
not being ſufficiently attenuated in the lungs, which 
in this woman had not full liberty to play, and oc- 
caſioned her frequent reſpiration, it eaſily turns ſe- 
rous, and being afterwards filtrated by the glands 
of the ſkin, cauſe this general inundation. 

I have ſince this woman delivered two others 
in the ſame caſe, and both of dead children: one 
of them died, and the other recovered with a great 
deal of difficulty. | 

Tho? it often happens that this ill conformation 
of the back is continued to the os ſacrum, whereby 
the ſpace between this bone and os pubis is too 
narrow to admit a full grown child between which 

| which 
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which puts us under the neceſſity of having re- 
courſe to the Cæſarean operation; yet it is not al- 
ways the caſe, and I have delivered ſeveral crook- 
ed women who have come off very well. The 
moſt ſtraight women may labour under this wrong 
conformation, and it is the ſtraightneſs of this paſ- 
ſage, to which I almoſt alone refer all lingering 
labours, and often thoſe againſt nature. 


A particular OBSERVATION. 


The ſixteenth of March 1714, a man of this 
town came to deſire me to ſee his daughter, who 
had been ill for ſome days of a pleuritic fever, in- 
ſtead of which I found her with labour pains, but 
ſo remote from one another, that they were un- 
able to bring forwards the head of a very little 

child, who was engaged in the paſſage, and fo 
| preſſed, that the bones of the head rid over one 
another. She was the ſmalleſt woman that I ever 
ſaw, and all her extremities were deformed. The 
meconium came away in great quantity, whence I 
Judged that the child was dead, the mother beſides 
not having felt it ſince the day before, the neck 
of the bladder was ſo compreſſed, as not to ſuffer 
a drop of urine to come away, whence her belly 
was ſo ſwelled out as to touch her chin, ſhe was 
weak, cold and almoſt without any pulſe. This 
engaged me to deliver her immediately, which I 
did by opening the cranium, part of the bones 
I drew away, with all the brain, which ſo leſſened 
the bigneſs of the head that I extracted it without 
much trouble; the ſhoulders at firſt ſeemed to 
ſtick, without my being able to ſlide my fingers 
under the axillas, becauſe of the ſtraightneſs of 
the paſſage, but I ſucceeded at laſt by taking a 
great deal of care, for fear of pulling away the 


head, I took all the precaution imaginable after- 
wards 
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wards to manage the chord which was very ſmall 
and weak, in ſuch a manner as to bring away the 
placenia without breaking, I made her put in prac- 
tice all the uſual methods, but in vain, the chord 
broke, or rather looſened away at its root from 
the placenta, The paſſage between the bones be- 
ing too narrow to admit of the introduction of 
my hand, and the difficulty of this extraction not 
depending, as is uſually ſaid, on the ſmallneſs of 
the mouth of the uterus, having never met with 
any obſtacle from it, whenever I have been able 
to introduce my hand between the bones; I was 
forced to truſt it to nature which expelled it in 
three days after, without its being corrupted in the 
leaſt, and the mother did very well, contrary to 
my expectation. Had the child preſented in any 
other poſture, as I was ſure of its death, I ſhould 
have been forced to let the mother periſh without 
help; had it been living, I muſt have had re- 
courſe to the Cæſarean operation, this beipg the 
only caſe which requires it. 


REFLEZXION. 


I carefully viſited this woman every day, and 
conceived no ſmall hopes from finding that her 
belly was not hard and painful, and that ſhe was 
free from any bad ſmell, which would certainly 
have befallen her, if this placenta had ſtayed any 
longer, as it happened to a woman of the pariſh 
of Gourbeville whole - placenta ſtayed behind; I was 
not called to her till the ſeventh day, it was then 
quite corrupted, in ſpite of the many remedies 
which were ordered her by ſeveral phyſicians and 
ſurgeons, who had neglected helping her with the 
hands which was the only means that could ſuc- 
ceed, the child who was very large, having been 
but a little while in coming forth. She eſcaped 

at 
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at laſt, after having lain for ſix weeks under the 
molt / intolerable ſtench, and ſhe was above fix 
months before ſhe quite recovered. 

Now was'the time to adminiſter to her all thoſe 
remedies ſo much boaſted of to expel a dead child, 
or a — behind; but the ſorrowful conſe- 
quences which have befallen ſo many girls, for 
having put them in practice, with a deſign to rid 
their wombs of what they contained, nature hav- 
ing quite ſunk under their violence, have per- 
ſwaded me to abſtain abſolutely from their uſe. Be- 
ſides, I am fully aſſured that the pains of labour 
depend entirely on ſome action peculiar to the ute- 
rus, which no remedies can bring on, as the im- 
pulſe of the blood into the arteries depends upon 
the heat, and the expulſion of the feces, upon 
the inteſtines : for how can we conceive that the 
virtue of theſe ſpecific remedies ſhould be carried 
to the uterus to procure there the expulſion of the 
child and placenta, ſince they can arrive there but 
by the circulation and muſt conſequently have ſuf- 
fered a conſiderable alteration. There 1s a great 
deal of dependance to be had on glyſters and 
emollient fomentations, when the belly 1s hard, 
tenſe and painful. Injections are of little ſervice 
as they don't penetrate into the cavity of the ute- 
rus, it being impoſſible to introduce the end of the 
pipe into it, upon the account of its being cloſed, 
They may be of ſervice in the fluar albus, which 
may and oftner than is thought, take its riſe in the 
vagina, and in gonorrhæas, which are always ſeated 


there. 


OB52RvaTion CLXVIL 


A lady that lived two leagues off, beſpoke me 
before hand to deliver her, being apprehenſive that 


the ill make of her body ſhould expoſe her A 7 
ar 
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hard labour. She was exceedingly crooked both 
before and behind, and very much deformed in 
every nun elſe. She no ſooner perceived the 
leaſt pains but ſhe ſent for me in a hurry. I found 
her with flight ſhort pains, but which encreaſed 
two hours after my coming, and came on fo 
briſkly that ſhe was delivered of a ſtout boy and 
placenta, in leſs than half an hour. The next 
day I left both mother and child in pretty good 
health. | 


REFLEXTION. 


This woman being brought to bed with ſo much 
eaſe was, becauſe the inferior vertebra of the loins 
and thoſe of the os ſacrum, inſtead of bending 
forwards, rather bunched outwards, which facili- 
tated the coming away of the child. 

This woman enjoyed a better ſtate of health 
than that before- mentioned. However they all 
have a difficulty of breathing, and it is remarked, 
that very few of them live to an old age. I never 
delivered this woman fince, her /abours having al- 
ways been ſo expeditious, that they had not time 
to fetch me. | 

There are alſo two women in this town, who, 
tho? they are exceedingly crooked, are almoſt al- 
ways brought to bed, and of large children too, 
before I can poſſibly come to them. 


CH AP. XXIII. 
Of two children at a. birth. 


HE. birth of two children may be as natu- 
ral as that of one, when they follow cloſe 
after one another; but it is ſeldom ſo ſucceſsful, 


the ſkill of the ſurgeon being often wanted to 
make 
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make up the defect of nature, the weakneſs and 
exhauſted ſtate the woman is reduced to by the 
length of the firſt labour, rendering her incapable 
to help the coming forth of the ſecond child. We 
often meet here with complicated deliveries, that 
of the firſt child being natural, and that of the 
ſecond leſs natural or againſt nature, or contrary- 
wiſe. It happens alſo ſometimes that the firſt child 
tho* dead, comes naturally, and the ſecond tho? 
living and hearty, will not come without time and 
labour; as alſo, the firſt may come with a great 
deal of difficulty tho? living, and the ſecond tho? 
dead, with a great deal of caſe, and immediately 
after the firſt. 


an CLXVIII. 


; The nineteenth of January 1687, I was ſent for 
to an attorney's wife, who had been in /abour ever 
ſince the day before, her pains were ſo ſlow and 
laſted ſo little, that I did not ſee any thing that 
induced me to examine into the ſituation of the 
child, till about two hours after, when they began 
to encreaſe, ſo as to make me expect a quick deli- 
very. I found the child well placed, the waters 
which were in ſmall quantity came out before the 
child, hanging out of the vagina in the membranes. 
The pains encreaſing, the child came away, with- 

out the membranes breaking, its head was fo wra 
ped up in them that it had been choked, if I had 
not tore them away immediately, I fought after- 
wards for the placenta, but having found more 
than an uſual reſiſtance, I ſid my band along the 
chord into the uterus, where I found the membranes 
and waters of another child that- preſented right. 
I made two ligatures between the chord and cut it 
off between them, then waited for the pains to 
put an end to this ſecond delivery. It was __ 
| ours 
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hours before they returned, and the woman was 
ſo exhauſted, that I doubted ſeveral times, whether 
ſhe would have ſtrength to go through with it, 
but ſhe did at laſt, I brought away a large pla- 
tenta belonging to both children. She was ſome- 
time before ſhe got quite well. 


REFLEXION. 


The firſt child was what is vulgarly called being 
born with a cawl, which never happened to me 
afterwards, becauſe whenever the membranes hanged 
out in this manner, I always took care to teat 
them open. 


OBSERVATITION CLXIX. 


The twenty-fourth of December 1689, I was 
fetched to lay a poulterer's wife. The child was 
rightly ſituated, the pains were ſtrong and urging, 
and yet the waters did not gather. Seeing the 
child fo far advanced, I began to think that the) 
would not gather at all, but would come away af 
ter the child, or that they were in ſmall quantity, 
tho* ſhe was exceeding big. The pains which 
kept growing ftronger and. ſtronger, and came 
very thick upon one another, made me expect a 
ſpeedy end, which however did not happen till 
after twenty-four hours of a moſt violent labour. 
It was a large boy, who was very weak; the pla- 
centa followed immediately, with abundance of 
water : as I was thinking of nothing bur putting 
her to bed, ſhe complained of new_ pains, going 
to enquire into the cauſe of them, I found other 
waters in ſmall quantity, which came away, fol- 
lowed by a very little boy, the whole in'a mo- 
ment without any more pain but what I mentioned. 
The placenta came away immediately, 4, 

E 
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RETLEXIOR. 


Tho? I found no waters I knew they were not 
gone off, becauſe the woman muſt have perceived 
it, and I knew there were ſome, becauſe the child 
cannot live and grow in the uterus without them: 
but the child's head often cloſes the paſſage ſo ex- 
actly, that the waters tho* very ſubtle, cannot 
find room to come down and facilitate the birth 
and by remaining behind they hinder the uterus 
trom acting ſo ſtrongly upon the child, during its 
contractions, whereby the delivery is retarded. 

I confeſs ingenuouſly that if the pains had not 
followed as they did, I ſhould not have thought 
of this ſecond child; and who would not have 
been deceived in it after a long labour, plenty of 
waters, a large child, and one placenta, unleſs they 
follow Peu's method, who after almoſt every deli- 
very introduces his hand to the bottom of the ute- 
rus, to reſtore to it its natural form. For my part 
I cannot approve of this, for tho* ſome women 
bear 1t without pain, the greateſt number receiye 
from it the greateſt uneaſineſs upon the account of 
the contuſions and lacerations theſe parts have en- 
dured either from the too frequent touchings of 
unſkilful midwives, or from the extreme largeneſs 
of the child ; wherefore I never put this in prac- 
tice but in extraordinary caſes. | 


OBSERVATION CLXX, 


The twenty- ſecond of January 1690, I was de- 
ſired to lay a cobler's wife in my neighbourhood. 
I could find thro* the membranes and waters which 
were in ſmall quantity that the child was rightly 
ſituated, and this even while her ſtrongeſt pains 
were on. The child by its motions appearing 


ſtrong 


* 
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ſtrong and hearty, I made no doubt but the labour 
would ſoon be over, as it really did happen, but 
contrary to my expectation the child was dead, 
and ſeemed to have been ſo for ſome time; I im- 
mediately brought away a very il|-coloured placenta ; 
I began to think that the motions the mother felt, 
and which were very apparent to us, proceeded 
from another child. I paſſed my hand into the 
uterus, where I found other waters, and the head 
of a child-rightly placed, and far enough advanced 
in the paſſage to make us expect a ſpeedy delivery, 

rovided the pains came to our aſſiſtance; which 
bac i anch. According to Mr. Mauri. 
ceau's advice I tore the membranes to forward the 
delivery, by letting the waters out; but unluckil 
this contrivance which has ſo often ſucceeded wit 
this excellent practitioner, proved fo diſadvantage- 
ous to me, that the child being left dry, and the 
pains growing ſhort and ſlow, ſhe was not brought 
to bed till twenty-four hours after, of a feeble dy- 
ing child; tho“ it was very ſtrong before my open- 
ing the membranes 3 it recovered nevertheleſs; the 
mother too got well but not of ſome time. 1 
brought away a ſecond placenta, very large, but 
not without ſome difficulty. | * 
5 a RE FLEXION: 115 
Tho' in general it is not adviſable to touch the 
woman while a pain is on, becauſe the waters hin- 
der us at that time from making ourſelves certain 
of the ſituation of the child, nevertheleſs when the 
waters are in ſmall quantity, you ought to touch 
during the pain, at which time the child is much 
nearer than when the pain is going off, becauſe 
then it retires upwards. In other caſes you muſt 
be mindful to touch exactly at the end of the pain, 


2 the 
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the waters retiring then and giving you liberty to 
inform yourſelf; if you was to ſtay longer, the 
child would then be retired too much upwards. 


OBSERVATION CLI. 


A maſon's wife being with child the firſt time, 
found herſelf no ways diſordered, beſides her be- 
ing heavy and unwieldy. Labour declaring itſelf 
by flight but frequent pains, ſhe ſent the third of 
Fuly 1690, to deſire my aſſiſtance. The pains en- 
creaſing continually and being very urging, I 
touched her and found the child well ſituated, and 
the membranes ready to break, which happened al- 
moſt, inſtantly. I delivered her of a ſtout boy, 
but finding ſome. reſiſtance in pulling the chord, I 
ſlid my hand along it, and found the waters of 
another child, who preſented right, and was far 
advanced in the paſſage. I tore away the mem 
branes, the pains encreaſed conſiderably, and re- 
mained on her above an hour, without producing 
any effect, after which they diminiſhed, fo, that 
the woman was three hours without any; the child 
alſo not making its motions ſenſible, notwithſtand- 
ing their being very much ſo at the beginning of 
the ſecond labour. The pains having come on 
again, encreaſed by degrees, and became at laſt 
excceding violent; they kept on fo for three hours, 
when at laſt the child came dead, and-as one may 
ſay, with two heads, it being exceſſively ſwelled by 
its being ſo long preſſed in the paſſage, tho' it was 
not bigger than the firſt, here was but one 
Placenta between theſe two children, which being 
very large, proved ſomewhat difficult to bring 
away. I looſened it from the uterus by the means 
of the two chords, uſing them ſometimes both at a 
time, ſometimes one after another, but when it 
came to the os tincæ which had already begun to 


cloſe, 
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cloſe, I found it impoſſible to extract it without 
the help of my hand. The woman was very ill, 


but got over it. 


 " REFLEX1ON. 


It has been my conſtant practice ever after, 
when I have found a ſecond child, to break the 
membranes and feek for the feet, whatever 'be the 
ſituation of the child, right or wrong, it being 
better to act in this manner than to expoſe the wo- 
man to the fatigue of a ſecond labour. It is not 
only when the placenta belongs to two children, but 
alſo when it is a ſingle one, that we are forced to 
help its extraction, the uterus contracting to recover 


its former ſhape. 


C HAP. XXIV, 
Of births which may be ranked amongſt the 


natural and unnatural ones too. 


E muſt remember that a natural delivery 
has been defined that, where the child 
comes into the world without any other help but 
that of nature, whether it has attained the age 
wherein it can live, which is from ſeven months 
to nine and above, or appears before it can, which 
is from the time of conception to the ſeventh 
month, which kind of &:ir:b is what we are to treat 
of here, provided this happens without any mani- 
feſt cauſe and previous accident, and in which cir- 
cumſtances I have laid women from the firſt to 
the ſeventh month. This may ſeem a repetition, 
but it is not the leſs uſeful, ſince there are mea- 
{ures to be, taken in theſe births which: are not taken 


in the others. 
Wy". OssER- 
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"OBSERVATION CLXXII, 


The twenty-ſecond of January 1689, the wife 
of one of my brethren, between five and fix 
months gone with child, being taken ill with ſome 
very ſharp pains, to which ſhe gave the appellation 
of cholick, deſired me to come and ſee her. I 
found her ſeized with pains, which began at the 
navel, and ended towards her lower belly. 1 
made no ſcruple to tell her that all theſe things 
were evident ſigns of an approaching miſcarriage. 
As I had delivered her bee ſhe made no diffi- 
culty to let me ſatisfy myſelf, I aſſured her that 
the child was ſo near that ſhe would be brought 
to bed immediately, as ſhe really was; and tho? 
ſhe had reflected never ſo much upon her conduct, 
ſhe was not able to find out any thing that could 
have occaſioned this. The child was alive, but 
died an hour after. She was ſo well that ſhe could 
have got up again the next day, and the like ac- 
cident never happened to her afterwards. 


OBSERVATION CLXXIII. 


The ſeventh of February 1697, the wife of a 
bead- maker, being taken ill with a pretended cho- 
lick, which would not give way to all the glyſters 
and warm liquors, that ſhe and her female friends 
could think of, was forced to ſend for me the ſe- 
cond day. As ſhe was between four and five 
months gone of her time, and could feel her 
child ſtir, and no manner of accident having hap- 
pened to her that could forward delivery, ſhe was 
entirely eaſy on that icore, and I am ſtrongly of 
opinion, that had ſhe been treated with ſoft glyt- 
ters and ſome anodynes, as oil of ſweet am 
and the like, theſe pains would have gone off; but 
on 
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on the contrary having taken ſtrong ſharp glyſters, 
with hot liquors, inſtead of calming the bile, theſe 
remedies ſtirred it up the more, and brought on 
gripings; ſo that labour pains came on, before I 
' had even time to fix upon the choice of any re- 
medy. Theſe pains keeping encreaſing I touched 
her, and found the waters in the paſſage, which 
came away together with the child and placenta ; 
the child lived ſeveral hours, This ſhows how 
cautious we ought to be in the adminiſtration of 
remedies, 


OBSERVATION CLXXIV. 


The eighth of September 1 702“ the marchioneſs 
of. ., ſent for me in a hurry, upon the account 
of ſome grievous cholick pains, As ſhe was at five or 
ſix leagues diſtance, I came too late to be of any 
other ſervice but that of delivering her of a dead 
child, to whom I might perhaps have procured 
the grace of baptiſm, if I had been at hand to 
help her as ſoon as ſhe was taken ill. The lady 
felt no bad conſequences from it, neither was ſhe 
able to gueſs by what accident this happened to 
her. The child tho? dead came very eafily, the 
parts being well diſpoſed for it, which is not al- 
ways the caſe. 


OBSERVATION CLXXV. 


The twenty-ſixth of December 1711, a farmer's 
wife that lived a quarter of a league off this town, 
being taken with very ſharp pains, and being 
about two months and a half gone with child, 
ſent to deſire my advice, and to come to her if I 
thought it requiſite, I went immediately, and met 
by — way a man that came to haſten me. 1 
found her with pains ſtronger than ſhe had ever 


24 had 
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had in any other labour, even at the time that the 
child comes forth. She was brought to bed a 
. of an hour after, at which time I 8 0 

er the ſecond time, without finding the os tince 
more dilated than the firſt, not being able to intro- 
duce my finger, with the end of which I could 
feel the little membranes with as much water as was 
neceſſary for a child of this bigneſs. The whole 
came away together, I tore open the membranes 
and found the child living, I chriſtened it, tho' 
it was no bigger than a cockſhafer, but twice as 
long. Theſe membranes always look like an egg 
without a ſhell, you may ſee at one end the begin- 
ning of the placenta, which end always comes laſt be- 
caule of its thickneſs, there is always a little blood 
flowing from it. This figure of an egg proves 
very plainly that the membranes hold to the placenta, 
or rather that the placenta is between them and the 
uterus, to which they adhere very ſlightly if at all, 
either at their time of perfeftion or any other; 
wherefore we may pull them at the time of delivery, 
without any ill conſequence. 


OBSERVATION CLXXVI. 


The thirteenth of March 1707, I was fetched 
to a pewterer's wife, who by her ſhrieks ſeemed 
to he under the moſt violent pains, being natu- 
rally of a meek patient diſpoſition : ſhe told me 
that her menſes being ſuppreſſed for a fortnight, 
after a very plentiful evacuation ſix weeks before, 
was the occaſion of her illneſs. The ſharpneſs of 


#4 x 1 


pigeon's 's 
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igeon's and an hen's egg. I opened it immedi- 
= and found in it a fetus of the bigneſs of a 
bee, in which we could remark a little head, but 
all the other parts were ſo confuſed, that it was 
mere gueſs work : a microſcope would have been 
of great ſervice to me, to unravel them. There 
followed as great an evacuation of -blood, as if ſhe 
had gone her full time, and ſhe was no Jeſs difor- 
dered than in her former lyings- in. She never 
could find out the occaſion of this accident, no 
woman living more quietly in her family, and her 
huſband too being away. 

Women being often miſtaken as to the time of 
their being got with child, it is hard to determine 
preciſely what is the bigneſs of a ſætus at any par- 
ticular time; for a reaſon which I ſhall mention at 
the end of this chapter, a fætus five or ſix weeks 
old cannot be bigger than a large bee, which is 
confirmed by thoſe little embryo's which Mauriceau 
found, no bigger than a grain of wheat or hemp 
ſeed, wrapped up in membranes like a pigeon's egg, 
with their waters; which muſt have been the firſt 
beginnings of theſe fætus's, there being the ſame 
diſpoſitions in theſe as in larger, they differing but 
in the more or leſs, according to the time nature 
had been at work with them ; for falſe conceptions 
are never found in a fort of eggs without ſhells, 
with waters and the reſt, 

Theſe little fatus's coming away wrapped up in 
their membranes, is owing to the weakneſs br the 
veſſels by which they are faſtened to the uterus, 
which are not able to bear its contractions without 
breaking; but when theſe veſſels are ſtrong enough, 
the membranes break, the waters and the fetus come 
away, and the mouth of the uterus which was di- 
lated but little, and contracts immediately, makes 
it very laborious for the operator to bring Ch 
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the placenta, being often forced to win to nature 
for its expulſions. 


REFLEXION, 


Some authors are of opinion that a miſcarriage 
happening once, endangers the like afterwards z 
when it does ſo; it muſt be owing to the unapt- 
neſs of the uterus to dilate ſufficiently : but the 
contrary often happens. 

I have often — exceeding ſmall children cauſe 
extreme pain, and not come forth but after a very 
lingering labour, which is owing to the mouth of 
the uterus being more ſolid at this time than when 
a woman has gone her full time, and conſequently 
harder to be dilated, which ought to make us cau- 
tious in drawing out theſe little children by the 
feet, leaſt we leave their heads behind, their necks 
alſo being very tender; for this reaſon, in draw- 
ing out the child, in the 174th obſervation, in- 
ſtead of putting a finger i in the mouth, as I gene- 
rally do, I lid it over its head, which was neither 
large nor long, and brought it out that way; the 
whole was over in {ix minutes, 

The os tincæ not being ſufficiently dilated, in the 
175th obſervation, the {mall body which the uterus 
did contain, not requiring a greater dilatation, 
was what hindered me from introducing my finger 
far enough to diſcover what was coming, till nature 


- worked it out farther, I then extracted a mem- 


branous body no bigger than a turkey's egg; hav- 
ing tore it open, I tound that the chord, which was 
no bigger than a flaxen thread was broke, one end 
holding to the navel, the other to the inſide and 


middle of this membrane, which part was much 


thicker than any other, and on whoſe outſide, 


where the placenta ſeemed to be forming, one might 
remark 
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remark a little grumous blood; at the other end, 
which was merely membranous, one could ſee the 
arms, fore- arms, hands, thighs, legs and feet, the 
whole very ſmall: it was plainly a boy. I could 
remark that the membranes were faſtened to the 
placenta, and this to the wterus, without the mem- 
branes themſelves being faſtened to it; - which ſhows 
us that whenever we are'forced to bring away, the 
placenta firſt, we may do it, without being appre- 
henſive of any thing from theſe membranes. 

The ſmallneſs of this child inclines me to think 
that ſhe was but two months gone of her time, 
having reckoned from the time that her menſes laſt 
* whereas ſne might not be got with child 
of a fortnight after. The head was the largeſt 
part, and I could remark nothing diſtinct in it, be- 
ſides the place of the mouth and eyes, there were 
no bones formed yet, but only a matter proper to 
produce them. The laſt woman was certainly 
right in her reckoning, and the child muſt have 
been five weeks old, her huſband not having been 
concerned with her ſince that time, and then after 
a very great evacuation, which puts it paſt doubt. 
The embryo was no bigger than a ſmall bee, I 
could remark nothing but a ſort of ſeparation be- 
tween two lumps, one of which being ſmaller and 
ſhorter, I took to be the head. I could not find 
any chord, which muſt have been ſo ſmall as to be 
imperceptible, tho* I make no doubt of there be- 
ing one, that part of the membranous body which 
was at the bottom of the uterus being thicker and 
the great effuſion of blood that the woman under- 
went afterwards, proves that it was faſtened to it, 
contrary to Harvey's opinion, who ſays that a child 
three months old has no placenta; he fays alſo, 
that there is nothing in the nterus for the firſt month 
that a woman has conceived ; but it is contrary to 
good ſenſe and reaſon, to imagine that this mem 

branous 
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branous body with its contents, could have attained 
to this bigneſs in four or five days time. Nature 
certainly applies herſelf to this great work the very 
firſt day of conception. I believe this little em- 
bryo was alive, but in ſpite of all my care I could 
not diſcover 1t. 

As a felus grows larger, it encreaſes the faſter 
in proportion, getting more in bulk during the 
two laſt months than in four before. 


C HAP. XXV. 


Of the remedies given to forward delivery, 


HE antient phyſicians and ſurgeons who 

were unacquainted with the uſe of the hands 
in deliveries, ſet about finding out remedies that could 
bring it about with leſs time and labour; conſider- 
ing the virtue which hyſterick remedies have of 
opening the veſlels of the uterus, and bringing na- 
ture back to its uſual courſe, they fancied that their 
efficacies would be as great, in ridding nature of 
what was burthenſome to her, by expelling the 
child out of the uterus in lingering /abours. The 
moderns alſo have given into this method; but its 
uſeleſſneſs will plainly appear by the following 


. Caſes. 


eri CLXXVII. 


A famous man-midwife of this town, had a 
powder which was counted wonderful, to bring on 
{abour pains and forward delivery, it was compoſed 
of galbanum, myrrh, ſavine, rue, and the like, 
its doſe was from half an ounce. to an ounce, in 
a lingering caſe, after the operation of this re- 


medy, which for the generality left women in the 


ſame ſtate they were in before, he made uſe 0 
h 


— 


to help women in preternatural caſes, being entirely 
ignorant of the uſe of the hands. This operator 
was ſent for to a lady who had been in labour for 
three days, he propoſed to her a doſe of his pow- 
der, which ſhe agreed to very willingly, with the 
hope of being ſoon brought to bed; but unluckily 
not having brought any with him, he was forced 
to go back ſor ſome; and the lady was delivered 
juſt as he was entering into the room, to make her 
take it. What a glory would have accrued to 
the powder, if the delivery had happened but a 
quarter of an hour later! | 

This noted man was called to two other women 
of my acquaintance, whoſe. /abours were like this, 
but had a different iſſue; He gave them his pow- 
der, but ſeeing a whole day paſs without any effect 
being produced, he had recourſe to his crotchet, 


with which he ſoon put an end to the work. 


OBsSERvATion CLXXVIII. 


A gentleman that lived upon his eſtate, without 
being willing to practiſe ſurgery, tho? he had ſerv- 
ed his time to it, and had once practiſed ic not only 
in Fance, but alſo in Zaly and ſeveral other places 
abroad, told me once as we were a diſcourſing to- 
gether, that he had an infallible remedy to cauſe 
a woman to be delivered immediately, tho? her 
labour had been never ſo lingering, and that he had 
the experience of it ſeveral times; that this ſecret 
had been communicated to him by an Jialian, un- 
der oath of never diſcovering it to any body, He 
was ſurprized to ſee that I ſhowed no manner of 
deſire of knowing this remedy, which muſt have 
been of great ſervice to me in my profeſſion, 

Happening 
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Happening to ' marry afterwards, and bis wife 
being in —— he —.— to me this ſecret, 
which was half an ounce of borax in any liquor; 
but it proved ineffeftual, tho? repeated ſeveral times 
during four days that ſhe remained in /abour. The 
child died a moment after it was born, and th 
mother was very near doing the ſame, 5 


OBSERVATION CLXXIX, 


As I was at Caen to lay a lady of note, an old 
ſurgeon of the place, a ſkilful and underſtanding 
man, told me that he had been lately called to a 
woman who had for ſome days very ſlow pains: as the 
child was well ſituated, he gave her an infuſion of 
three ounces of ſenna in the juice of a ſharp orange, 
to bring on pains and promote delivery, which hap- 

ned ten or twelve hours after; but the woman 
died almoſt immediately. 


REFLEXION. 


Is it not likely that this potion, by harraſſing 
this woman who was already almoſt ſpent, might 
have contributed to her death, and rather retarded 
the delivery by weakening her, than promoted it 
twelve hours after it was taken, which muſt have 
been above eight hours after its effect! 


OBSERVATION CLXXX. 


The twenty-fourth of 7uly 1688, a carpenter's. 
wife, having fix times before had labours which had 
laſted her three days, being taken ill the ſeventh 
time, ſent for me. I found the waters beginning 
to gather, and the child well ſituated ; but ſeeing 
nothing that evening, but what I had ſeen in her 


former deliveries, I bid the nurſe let me know 
j | when 
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when certain complaints, which I explained to her, 
ſhould come on, and I returned home. I infuſed 
three grains of ſenna in a glaſs of water upon the 
aſhes, ſtrained it in the morning, and carried it - 
along with me to my patient, whom I found uſt 
as I had left her. I the juice of a 
orange in this infuſion, and gave it her; it cauſed 
her ſome cholick pains, as theſe potions generally 
do; ſhe went three times to ſtool, and found her- 
ſelf afterwards the ſame as ſhe was before the tak- 
ing it, and as uſual was not brought to bed till the 
third day, which was above twenty-four hours after 
the effect of this remedy. 


OBSERVATION CLXXXI. 


The eighteenth of Auguſt 1692, a gardener's wife 
whom I had laid ſeveral times, and whoſe /abours 
had always been lingering, being taken with labour 
pains, ſent for me by ſeven in the morning. I 

ut three 'ounces of ſenna in a glaſs of water, and 
juſt boiled it, I ſtrained the infuſion, and added 
the juice of a ſharp orange. I found when I 
came that the waters were gone off, the child pre- 
ſenting right, and the pains ſtrong enough to ex- 
pect, that with the leaſt help, the labour would 
ſoon be over. I gave her the potion, it brought 
on ſevere gripings, quite different from labour pains, 
which were followed by ſeveral ftools. I had time 
to go to bed that night, and I did not return be- 
fore morning, when I delivered her at about eight 
o'clock, after the moſt violent pains for three 
quarters of an hour, and twenty-four hours after 
taking this potion, which is ſo much extolled by 

(aug. | 
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REFLEXION,. 


A woman after having been a long while in la- 
bour wants things to recruit her ſpirits, whereas 
theſe purging potions, bleedings and glyſters have 
an effect directly contrary, upon which account, 
I entirely abſtain from them, looking upon them 
as pernicious, 


CHAP, XXVI. 


Of the little ſervice which glyſters do to a wo- 
man in labour, 


UTHORS adviſe glyſters at this time for 
two reaſons: to excite pains; and empty the 
rectum of any hardened excrement, which might 
be ſome obſtacles to the coming forth of the child. 
I have always found that the gripings occaſioned 
by glyſters, are very different from thoſe pains 
which cauſe delivery; theſe acting only on the ute- 
rus and parts ſubſervient to it, and the others only 
on the inteſtines, whereby a woman is tormented 
without receiving any benefit from it. 

Let the fæces be never ſo hardened in the in- 
teſtines, they cannot reſiſt the violence of the 
throws of a woman in labour; but ſuppoſe they did 
not yield to them, you need only mind after what 
manner the head of the child comes down into 
the pelvis, and advances into the vagina, to be 
aſſured that it will puſh forwards any thing that is 
contained in this inteſtine, let its conſiſtence be 
what it will: this is a truth no body can call in 
queſtion, without ſtanding againſt both experience 
and reaſon, 

Beſides, 
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Beſides, women are expoſed by them to a great 
deal of inconvenience and naſtineſs, being forced 
to be continually upon the cloſe ſtool, and each 
pain forcing out whatever is ready to come away, 
even againſt their will. Glyſters too occaſion the 
piles, which women in /abour are already but too 
much ſubject to. 

Glyſters are certainly of very great ſervice the 
whole time of pregnancy, and when lalcur is threat- 
ning to come on, even tho? a woman ſhould be 
pretty lax, as by emptying the inteſtines, they 

eep a woman clean during the time of labour: but 
when the child's head is once come down into the 
pelvis, the introduction of the remedy is painful, 
without any benefit accruing from it. 

For the generality the ſurgeon is 1gnorant of 
what retards the delivery, to what purpoſe then ad- 
miniſtring glyſters? can they unlooſen a child that 
is held faſt in the uterus by the navel-fring ? and 
thus in ſeveral other circumſtances, 


C HAP. XXVII. 


Of the uſe of ſome other liguors given inwardly, 
and of ſome topical applications to promote 
delivery. 


MONGST the ſpirituous liquors which are 
given to promote delivery, ſtag's head water 
and carmelite water hold the chief rank; as does 
among the topical applications, the eagle: ſtone. 
It is ſaid to have the virtue when hung to the neck, 
to prevent miſcarriage in ſpite of any blow, fall 
or any accident, and to raiſe the child higher, 
when it bears too much downwards, and is uneaſy 
by its weight; as alſo to promote delivery, by being 
tied to the thigh. You may judge of their worth 
by the following obſervations. 
| hd OssER- 
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OBSERVATION CLXXXII. 


The twenty- ſecond of OZober 1706, a lady that 
lived fix leagues off, who was of a fearful uneaſy 
diſpoſition, ſeemed ſomewhat cheared up by my 
preſence ; but ſhe was ſtill more ſo at the receipt 
of a flaſk full of ſtag's head water, which the 
Paris ladies had aſſured her had a wonderful effect 
in facilitating delivery. As I am perſuaded that 
there is nothing hurtful in this water, I ſuffered 
her to take it as ſoon as ſhe found herſelf ill, the 
too early coming away of the waters, together 
with flow pains, and the child preſenting right, 
tho? ſtill very high, aſſuring me that ſhe was in la- 
bour, which laſted above twenty-ſeven hours, not- 
withſtanding the repeated uſe of this water, with- 
out my being able to perceive that it had any other 
effect, beſides giving her a great diſlike to every 
thing ſhe took. 


OBSERVATION CLXXXIII. 


The twelfth of September 1707, a lady _ 
two leagues off, whom I went to deliver, took ſe- 
veral doſes of carmelite water, having a great 
faith in it; but the ſharpneſs and violence of it, 
cauſed ſuch an irritation in her throat and ſtomach 
that a vomiting came on. I thought that by put- 
ting a ſpoonful of it among ſome broth, its irritating 
quality would be leſſened by its parts being more re- 
moved from one another, without loſing any thing 
of its efficacy ; but my precautions proved uſeleſs; 
ſhe was forced to leave it off; and her labour laſted 
above eighteen hours with the moſt violent pains. 
Tho? ſhe had taken ſeveral times of this water 
when her labour firſt came on, ſhe did not begin to 

vomit 
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vomit till five or ſix hours after. Neither of theſe 


ladies ever took any of theſe waters afterwards, tho* 
have delivered them ſeveral times ſince. 


OBSERVATION CLXXXIV. 


The marchioneſs of . . . ., that lived near Falzi/e 
twenty-ſeven leagues off, whom I was with, to lay 
her of her firſt child, bad carefully wore an eagle- - 
ſtone hung at her neck, the whole time of her 

The pains came on ſo ſuddenly that [ 
had hardly time enough to make up the little bed, 
and they never thought of taking off the ſtone 
from her neck, to tie it te her thigh. A lady 
who was preſent, and who was the owner of this 
ſtone was very much ſurprized to find, that not- 
withſtanding its virtue in keeping up the child and 
hindering it from falling downwards, it was come 
forth ſo ſuddenly. She would fain have attributed 
the whole honour of it to me, which was due to 
nature only, 


OS _—— —— »* = EE s  —— * 


OBSERVATION CLXXXV. 


The twenty- eighth of May 1703, things had 
quite a different iſſue with a neighbour of hers, 
where ſhe was with her eagle - ſtone. When I came 
to her, the ſtone had already been taken off her 
neck and tied to ker thigh, notwithſtanding which, 
her labour laſted above twenty-four hours, though 
her pains were exceeding ſtrong and frequent, 
which is all we can deſire to put a ſpeedy end to 


delivery. 
REFtEXION. 


\ Theſe waters being of a ſpirituous nature may 


be of ſervice to ſome women, when their ſpirits are | 
R 2 exhauſted d 
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exhauſted by a lingering labour, but we muſt be 
ſparing in their uſe, for fear of raiſing a fever af- * 
terwards; if there is any flooding, we muſt entirely *' 
forbear them. e 
Topical remedies, tho' inefficacious in themſelves, 
may accidentally prove ſerviceable: as for example, 
if a pregnant woman feels any weight, or has any 
ſlight loſs of blood, through any blow or hurt ſhe 
has received, knowing the conſequence of this, 
ſhe grows uneaſy, her mind is diſturbed, the cir- 
culation is encreaſed thereby, and the blood hurries 
on, which puts her in danger of miſcarrying; now 
if ſhe has any confidence in any topical application, 
her ſpirits will be calmed, and the circulation re- 
cover its uſual mildneſfs, | 


" 


& 
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OBSERVATION CLXXXVI. 


The nineteenth of December 1712, I was four 

leagues off Avranches to deliver a lady, whoſe la- 
- 4 bour had declared itſelf by pains, ſtrong enough to 
make us expect a ſpeedy delivery; the child was 
rightly ſituated, and the waters ready to come 
away, when they took it into their heads to give 
her two ſpoonfuls of honey water in a little wine; 
its ſtrong ſmell ſo diſturbed her ſpirits, that ſhe 
had the vapours for above two hours, with ſeveral 
ſhiverings, and the pains went quite off. By the 
| means of ſeveral cups of broth and ſome ſpoonfuls 
15 of wine, her pains returned at laſt, and ſhe was 
| happily brought to bed; yet the vapours did not 
_ leave her entirely, though they were in a lefs 
* degree. 


OBSERVAT TOR CLXXXVII 


The fourth of Febrxary 1714, a young woman 
of this town being in a fine labour, and juſt ready 
1 4 
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to bring forth her child; one of thoſe goſſips who 
will be buly in every thing tho' they know nothing, 

gave her a ſpoonful of carmelite water, to keep up 
her ſtrength, as ſhe ſaid, which was not exhauſted 
in the leaſt. She was immediately ſeized with a 
terrible fever, and an infatiable thirſt, She did 
nothing but drink as long as her /abour laſted, 
which however was but halt an hour longer. She 
was very well delivered by the midwife. I faw her 
ſeveral times, her lochia came down well, her belly 
was flat and ſoft, and ſhe felt no pain beſides a vio- 
lent head ach, with a very acute fever, ſhe was 
taken with a ſlight diarrhea on the third day, hav- 
ing no more than three ſtools in twenty-four hours, 
I kept her to deterſive and anodyne glyſters, with 
cooling ptiſans; but tho* her /ochia did not ceaſe 
flowing, and ſhe had no pain or ' oppreſſion upon 
her breaſt, ſhe died on the eighth day, the fever 
not once intermitting after the taking of that 


water. 


REFLEXION, 


This woman was naturally of a very hot tempe- 
rament, and the giving her this water was adding 
fuel to fire. Thele ſorts of liquors may ſometimes 
be given in lingering caſes, and to women of a 
cold melancholy temperament ; but I prefer to 
them plain brandy, ſpaniſh wine, and before them 
all, ſome good broth which is filled with ſpirituous 
and nouriſhing particles, which are diſtributed 
through the whole habit of. body, and recruit the 
exhauſted ſpirits much better than thoſe liquors, 
which being filled with a ſubtle ſpirit, will cauſe 
afterwards exceſſive perſpiration, and weaken the 


patient thereby. 
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CHAPTER: I. 
Of delivery againſt nature. 
D ELIVERY againſt nature is that where 


a woman cannot be brought to bed with- 

out the help of inſtruments, which are 

either natural as the . 2 or artificial as crotch | 
tires-tetes, knives, ſciſſars, dilaters, catheters, nets 
and the like. 

As contrary to-the ſentiment of former writers 

I have advanced, that whenever a child comes into 


the world without any other help but that of 1a. 
R 4 ture, 
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ture, it ought to be called a natural birth, what- 
ever part preſents, whether it be the head, but- 
tocks, arms or legs; I ſay alſo that any ſituation a 
[i child can preſent in, from the vertex of the head 
to the ſole of the foot, ought to be called a delivery 
| againſt nature, if the hand or inſtruments had any 
| thing to do in bringing it into the world. For 
| the head's preſenting, (which according to authors, 
i the only fituation, which gives the denomination 
4 of natural to a delivery) may, by not preſenting di- 
rectly right, cauſe the moſt dangerous of all delive- 
ries; for in others the hand alone will do, the child 
only ſuffers a little more, without the mother's run- 
ning any hazard at all; but in this, the operator 
is forced to have recourſe to ſeveral inſtruments, 
each according to his particular method. 


6 
i1 Of the uſe of the crotchet in general. 
1 HEN- I firſt ſettled in this province 1 
l | W found ſeveral old ſurgeons, who, when- 


ever they were called to any woman in labour, took 
bi their crotchet along with them, placed the woman 
þ in a proper ſituation, and brought away the child 
[ by the means of the crotcbet, without ſtanding to 
5 mind what part preſented, leaving the midwife af- 
terwards to bring away the placenta, their know- 
1 ledge not extending any farther. A woman being 
1 in labour a day and half, or two days, was more than 
Ky requiſite to ſet them at work. The crotchet was 
1 the only thing they had recourſe to in all caſes, in- 
1 diſcriminately. | 55 


Oss ER“ 


A general Treatiſe of MIbWI AL. 249 


OBSsERVATION CLXXXVIII. 


A woman of this town being taken ill, ſent for 
the mid wife, the membranes ſoon broke, the waters 
came away, and an arm preſented. The midwife 
deſiring help, they fetched two of the moſt ſkilful 
ſurgeons in town, They began by pulling away 
the arm that preſented, tho? the child was alive; 
the other which they found afterwards, underwent 
the ſame fate; after this they applied the crotchet 
upon one rib which they tore away, then another, 
then a third, at laſt fixed it into the ſpine, and 
pulled fo well in concert, that they brought away the 
child with its body doubled. The midwife brought 
away the placenta, and the woman recovered, tho 
not of a long while, and bore children afterwards. 


OBSERVATION CLXXXIX. 


A chandler's wife being in labour, and the mid- 
wife preſent, the waters came away and an arm 
followed, aſſiſtance was ſent for; one of the two 
before-mentioned, arrived with his ſervant and crot- 
chet. He began his work by pulling away the 
arm of this child, living as it was, next without any 
further examination, he applied his inſtrument u 
the body, and pulled with all his might without 
bringing away any thing. The maſter almoſt 
wearied out, made his ſervant pull along with him, 
but ſtill without ſucceſs, and I believe that he 
would have joined a third help, if the crotchet had 
been long enough, or if the woman had not expir- 
ed under his hands, | 


R- 
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REYTLEKXION. 


I could never have imagined that two men could 
have pulled with ſuch a violence without diſlocating 
the bones of this woman. For her body being 
opened, the child was found with one arm off, and 
entangled round the neck with the chord, without 
the leaſt mark of the crotchet upon any part of 

its body, which proves that it was not fixed upon 
the child, but upon the woman herſelf. This 
ſtory I had from thoſe who were preſent, it being 
before I was ſettled in this town. 


00 ori Av Arien CXC. 


The fifth of January 1699, I was ſent for to de- 
liver Mrs.. . ., fifteen leagues off this town, 


another gentleman of this town was ſent for at the 
ſame time to a woman who had been in labour from 
the day before, and whoſe child was at the crown- 
ing. Without any further examination he placed 
her in a convenient poſture, and with his crotchet 
brought away the child at ſeveral pulls, after a 
great deal of time and labour, and threw it un- 
der the bed along with the placenta, in the coldeſt 
ſeaſon of the year. Having reſted a little, and 
being juſt going away, a curious woman would fee 
whether it was a girl or a boy: ſhe found this poor 
child ſtill alive, tore as it was, and in ſpite of the 
ſharpneſs of the Feather. It was chriſtened, and 


died ſoon after. 
OBSERVATION CXCI. 


I was deſired in the ſame town and at the ſame 
time to go to a chandler's wife who had been in 


labour twenty-four hours, the waters had been 
gone 
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gone off from the very firſt, the midwife who was in 
a hurry to go to ſome perſon of a higher rank hav- 
ing tore the membranes to forward the delivery. 1 
touched her, and found the cliild well placed and 
far advanced in the paſſage. She had ſlow and re- 
mote pains, and was fatigued with the efforts ſhe 
made, and the frequent touchings of the midwife, 
who was continually making her change her ſitua- 
tion. I made her take ſome nouriſhment, and kept 
her quiet in bed, where, notwithſtanding the flight 
pains which remained on her without ceaſing, ſhe 
ſtaid from fix at night till five in the morning, 
when the pains came on fo briſkly, as to- remove 
all apprehenſions; ſo that in leſs than an hour ſhe 
was brooght to bed of a healthy boy. 


OBSERVATION CXCII 


The twenty-ſecond of November 1696, I was 
fetched in a hurry to the counteſs of . , ..., I found 
the waters gathered, and the child in a right fitu- 
ation, and tho? ſhe was but eight months gone of 
her time, ſhe was brought to bed in leſs than half 
an hour of a living girl, and both mother and 
child did very well. 1 found a little more trouble 
in bringing away. the placenia ;, but in theſe occaſions 
patience is often all that is required of us, and too 
great a hurry may give us reaſon to repent. I ſaw this 
little girl a year after, and ſhe was ſtout and ſtrong. 
I am of Mauriceau's opinion that the nearer a child 
has gone to its full time, the more likely it is 
to live, and that conſequently a child eight months 
old has a better chance to do it than one that is 
but ſeven, | 


OssER- 
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OBSERVAT TON CXClIII. 


The twenty- fourth of June 1703, Iwent twenty- 
ſix leagues off, between Falaiſe and Vire to lay the 
counteſs of.. . , during the ſtay I made there, a 

r woman of a neighbouring pariſh came to me, 
and told me that ſhe was very near her time; that 
ſhe had twice been delivered by ſurgeons who 
brought away her children by bits, by which means 
ſhe had been all tore, and reduced to the laſt ex- 
tremity; and had kept her bed for three or four 
months; ſhe begged of me not to refuſe her my 
help, if ſhe ſhould chance to be in /abour while I 
was with that lady. She was taken the very night 
that preceded the day that was fixed for my going 
home, hoping that this labour would not prove as 
the reſt, ſhe had with her her uſual midwife. The 
pains. encreaſed, the anembranes broke, and the 
chord followed the waters to half a foot's length. 
They fetched me in a hurry. I aſked the mid wife 
whether the other children had preſented as this, 
ſhe ſaid that ſhe was not able to tell, they never 
being near enough to know what part preſented ; 
that the chord came out once; that the ſurgeons 
themſelves had been a long while in finding it out; 
that they firſt drew away ſome bits, and at Jaſt 
the whole child; that afterwards ſhe brought away 
the placenta, and treated the woman as well as ſhe 
could till ſhe was cured, which always required, a 
long time. Having placed this woman in a con- 
venient poſture, I followed up the chord, (whoſe 
beating was very perceivable, it being no ways 
compreſſed,) to the belly of the child, where it 
directed me, and I found the child doubled, its 
heels bent up towards the back of the head; I had 
po manner of trouble in finding this out, * | 
3 2240 © 
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ſhe was free from any pain, I eaſily took hold of 
both feet, and brought them out as far as the knees, 
then I gave turn to the child, to place the face 
downwards, and diſengaging the arms, and ſliding 
my hand under the chin, introduced my middle fin- 
ger into the mouth, and pulled gently firſt, then 
ſomewhat harder till the child was born; I was 
forced to take all theſe precautions, becauſe it was 
very large. I brought away the placenta, and put 
her to bed. The whole laſted but a quarter of an 
hour. I faw her the next day giving ſuck to her 
child. | | 


OBsERvATION CXCIV. 


The ninth of December 1703, I was fetched to 
Fermon, a town four leagues diſtant, to a poor wo- 
man whoſe child preſented an arm; ſhe had been 
committed to the care of a ſurgeon, who ſtaid to 
ſee my operation. I dipped my hand in oil, to in- 
form myſelf how matters ſtood, and flid it through 
an opening which was in the inferior — of the 
uterus, quite into the cavity of the belly: I drew 
it away from thence, and puſhed it towards the 
upper part, which I found no leſs hurt, the blad- 
der being conſiderably tore, and the hand of the 
child was bent in the upper part of the vagina, 
which he pretended to have reduced. I trembled 
with horror at ſuch a ſight, and aſked this unſki 
ful ſurgeon, how he had miſſed performing the 
delivery after having done ſo much miſchief, it be- 
ing as eaſy to bring away the child by the feet, out 
of this lacerated uterus, as to take it out of a 
hat, which I did in his preſence in leſs time than 
it takes to tell the ſtory. I brought away at the 
fame time a placenta, which was in as bad a condi- 
tion as the uterus. The child was dead, and the 
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mother died the next day, her belly. being ſwelled 
up to the chin. The ſurgeon and all thoſe that 
were preſent, proteſted that he had uſed. no in- 
ſtruments. i 


REFLEXI1ON, 


In ſome parts of this province the ſurgeons are 
ſo lazy as not to meddle at all with this uſeful 
branch of buſineſs ; the whole is committed to ig- 
norant midwives, who carry their raſhneſfs fo far as 
to uſe the crotchets themſelves, and with ſtill grea- 
ter miſchief than the ſurgeons I have ſpoken of. 
There is hardly any village but where you find 
women with incontinences of urine, relaxations of 
the uterus, and lacerations, which have made both 
orifices into one. 


OBSERVATION CXC. 


Being within two leagues of Vire with Mrs g 
a poor neighbouring woman half a league off, had 
a lingering difficult labour. The midwife of the 
village not underſtanding the uſe of the crotchet, 
they ſent for an operatrix that way; but luckily 
the parſon of Landelle adviſed them to beg of the 
lady I was with, to let me come to her. As I 
take a great pleaſure in aſſiſting the poor, I went 
immediately, and found the woman ready to gu 
to work with her crotchet. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, 
ſhe ſneaked away without ſaying a word. Before 
the parſon, who was forced to go about ſome bu- 
ſineſs, could go an hundred ſteps, ſhe was delivered 
of a ſtout boy, after two pains which followed cloſe 
upon one another. 

The midwives round about us make no uſe 
of the crotchet, they go no further than ampu- 


tating, 
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OBsERVATION CX CVI. 


A poor woman being in laluur, had the niisfor- 
tune to have her child's arm follow the waters. 
The midwife ſeeing this extraordinary caſe, called 
in another, they both pulled this arm as hard as 
they could, without any advantage; whereupon 
they conſulted together what was beſt to do; the 
reſult af the conſultation was to lay this woman 
upon a ladder, and faſten her by the feet, and then 
raiſe up the ladder, imagining that when the feet 
of this woman were upwards and her head below, 
the child falling into the upper part of the belly, 
the arm muſt neceſſarily go in again; for moſt of 
them imagine that the belly itſelf is the bottom of 
the uterus. This contrivance not ſucceeding, tho? 
the woman had been kept to it a long while, and 
the ladder ſhaken about to anſwer their intention, 
they reſolved upon taking her down and cutting off 
the arm. A long time having paſſed after the 
operation, without the delivery going better on, and 
ſeeing the woman ready to expire, they did at laſt 
what they ſhould have done at firſt, viz. they ſent 
a man for me; but the woman dying immediately, 
they ſent another after the firſt to bring him 
back ; whereby I did not hear of it till ſome days 
after. 


CA 415 
The hand not properly applied is as dangerous 
as any inſtrument. 


OBSER- 
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OBsERVATION CXCVIIL 


IHE eleventh of Fuly 1684, a ſurgeon of 
this town, who had hardly ever performed 
any delivery, ſeeing that I had a great deal of bu- 
ſineſs that way, thought proper to meddle with it 
too. Being ſent for to a merchant's wife, a neigh- 
bour and friend of his, the labour happened to be 
lingering, the pains being very weak and remote. 
Three days and three nights paſſed on, without 
coming to any iſſue. It came into his head to uſe 
the crotchet; but as J was a terrible obſtacle to it, it 
would have been leſſening himſelf, to ſend for me. 
As the head was ſtill very high, and not locked 
in, he introduced his hand into the uterus, and 
puſhed it back, taking hold of the inferior jaw, 
which he eaſily brought away. Not knowing then 
what to do, he adviſed to ſend for Mr. Leffroy, a 
man of good ſenſe, and conſummate experience in 
the art of midwifry, he lived at Briquebu, two 
leagues diſtance, The patient conſented to it, but 
begged that in the mean time, they would get 
me to her, ſince I delivered ſo many with good 
ſucceſs. He was thunder ſtruck at this, but forced 
to conſent. I offered him all the help I was capa- 
ble of. He told me ingenuouſly, that he had done 
his utmoſt, without being able to bring any thing 
to bear, that being quite wearied out, he would 
reſt himſelf, while I did whatever I thought 
proper. 

I immediately dipped my hand and arm in oil, 
and introduced it with a great deal of eaſe into the 
uterus, took hold of both feet, brought them down 
to the paſſage, and finiſhed the work in an inſtant. 
The child had life enough to be chriſtened, and 
the mother got up again in ten days time. 


Oss ER 
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Oos E AvAT Ion CXCVI. , 


A doctor of phyſick that was ſettled in a town 
twelve or fifteen leagues off, where I was ſent for 
to lay a lady, had acquired ſome reputation. As 
I knew that he had been a long time at the Hotel Dieu 
at Paris, I did myſelf the honour to wait = 
him, and he returned my viſit ſome days after. 
The converſation turned upon Midwifry. He told 
me, that while he was at the Hotel Dieu, he had 

rtormed ſome deliveries in holy queen's ward, and 
that for want of ſurgeons that knew any thing of the 
matter, he had been forced to perform ſeveral ſince 
his being ſettled in this town; but that he found 
an inſurmountable difficulty whenever one or both 
arms preſented, he aſked what I thought of this 
ſituation 3 I told him that the great number of 
deliveries of this kind which I had performed, made 
the thing ſo eaſy to me, that it was generally a 
meer play to me, but that ſometimes tho? ſeldom, 
I was forced to ſweat hard at it. 

The doftor had a reaſon for his viſit and this 
converſation ; two or three hours after, he brought 
me a poor man, who deſired me to aſſiſt his wife. 
I went immediately and found the woman without 
any pain, which I liked very well, the child's arm 
was come out as far as the ſhoulder, it was ſwelled, 


hard, black and without any motion. I laid her 


acroſs the bed, in the preſence of the phyſician ; 
ſlid my hand, dipped in oil, by the ſide of the 
arm, not without ſome trouble, upon the account 
of its bigneſs, and ſought for the feet at the bot- 
tom of the uterus, which I joined together, and 
brought down to the paſſage, the arm e 
the motion of the body, re- entred the terns, as 

pulled the feet outwards, the reſt of the body fol- 
lowed caſily as far as the arms; but having diſen- 


gaged 
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gaged them, the child came forth immediately, the 
whole did not laſt half a quarter of an hour. I 
had ſome rags dipped in hot wine laid upon the 
bruiſed arm of the child who was a ſtout boy. The 
next morning the doctor and I found both mo- 
ther and child in a very fair way. The ſwelling 
of the arm was already much abated, the wine was 
repeated to it. 3 


REFLEX1ON. 


The arm had been out for ſix hours, and it was 
very evident that the doctor had kept pulling at 
itz its hardneſs, blackneſs, ſwelling, coldneſs and 
loſs of feeling, would have been ſo many argu- 
ments to ſome ignorant people, to pull it away as 
dead, but this ought never to be done, but when 
it is impoſſible to do otherwiſe. 


OBSERVATION CXCIX. 


The twenty-firſt of Ofober 1698, I was deſired 
to go to Cherbourg to deliver a poor woman, whom 
the ſurgeon of the place who practiſed midwifry, 
had forfaken. It being four long leagues off, and 
the roads being very bad, it was a long time be- 
fore I could get there, I found this poor woman 
upon a little ſtraw, in the corner of the garret; 
an arm and a leg had been pulled off, the reſt 
was left in the mother's belly. I delivered her 
immediately of a child who wanted but one arm, 
then of another who had but one leg. There 
were above twenty women preſent at this horrible 
fight. I brought away a placenta as much bruiſed 
as the children, then left the mother in a pretty 
good way, conſidering her condition, 


OB$SE R- 
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OBSERVATION CC. 40 
The fourth of January 1706, I was ſent for to 


a woman who had been forſaken by her very mo- 
ther who was a midwife, The child's arm had 
followed the waters, and her mother having been 

reſent at the like caſe in the ſame pariſh, where 
— called in, and having ſeen me ſeek for the 
feet, pull them out with eaſe, and finiſh the delivery 
in an inſtant, thought ſhe could do as much, in- 
ſtead of which ſhe tore the uterus and bladder in 
a deplorable manner; and the placenta which was 
partly looſened and partly tore, cauſed a very con- 
ſiderable flooding ; ſhe was ſo weak that I thought 
ſhe could never have ſtrength to go through with 
the delivery, but the parts were ſo prepared, that I 
had no more trouble in bringing out the child, than 
in pulling my hankerchief out of my pocket. 
The child was dead, the placenta, uterus and blad- 
der all tore to bits, the woman died four hours 


after, 


CHAN IV. 
Of the flooding which happens to virgins. 


TN ELIVERY is the cure of a flooding in preg- 
nant women, but that which happens to girls 
is ſometimes very conſiderable, and being occaſi- 
oned by the too great quantity or ill quality of the 
blood, requires the help of remedies and a partt- 
cular diet. | 


OB3tRvATION CCI, 


The thirteenth of Aug 1681, I was conſulted 
about a young lady of ſeventeen, who had boarded 
S 2 ; in 
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in a convent for ſeveral years, and was afflicted 
with ſo conſiderable a loſs of blood as to endanger 
her life: I bled her to leſſen the quantity of her 
blood, and kept her to a very exact diet, to alter 
its vicious quality, For often by endeavouring to 
repair the loſs which nature has ſuſtained, by the 
uſe of a plentiful and ſucculent food, we expoſe it 
to a more conſiderable one; wherefore there is a ne- 
ceſſity to join to bleeding, a regular, cooling and 
moiſtening manner of living, which is found in 
broths made of veal and young poultry, with rice, 
together with cooling glyſters, and the uſe of crab's 
eyes. By theſe means this young lady got rid of 
her flooding, and J heard no more of her till the 
year 1704 when I was ſent for, twenty-ſeven leagues 


off, to lay her of a daughter, being then the coun- 
3 


OBSERVATION CCII, 


The ſeventh of June 1701, I was fetched to a 
girl between ſixteen and ſeventeen, who for cigh- 
teen or twenty days had been troubled with a flood- 
ing, which was ſometimes ſo violent, as to bring 
away clods of blood in great quantities, which 
weakened her exceſſively ; they gave her now and 
then to keep up her ſtrength, ſome wine and bran- 
dy, and the ſtrongeſt cyder for her common drink. 
I was informed that the ſame thing had happened 
to her two or three times before, but in a 
leſs degree, which had been carried off by this 
method; but I took quite a different one, mak- 
ing her abſtain wholly from any ſtrong liquor. 1 
bled her notwithſtanding her great weakneſs, but 
in a ſmall quantity; I ordered her cooling glyſters, 
and freſh water for her common drink, which car- 
ried off this diſorder in a few days. 


A fort- 
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A fortnight after I bled her by way of preven- 
tion, which did not hinder her courſes from com- 
ing down, but regularly and without any flooding z 
whereupon I repeated the bleeding a fortnight 
after. I heard no more of her, till ſhe was mar- 
ried, when I was deſired to lay her, which I have 
happily done ſeveral times, 


OBSERVATION CCIIL 


The eighteenth of July 1712, I was fetched at 
twelve o'clock at night to a young woman, who 
was between twenty-three and twenty-four, - who 
had been troubled with a flooding for ſeveral days, 
but which encreaſed to ſuch a degree and brought 
away ſuch clods of blood the two laſt days, that 
ſhe fainted away every minute, I gave her a bolus 
of halt a dram of roch alum and one dram of the 
ſang. drac. made up with the conſerv. coſar. and a 
glaſs of the aq. centinad. et plantag. The flooding 
conſiderably encreaſed all the day, I repeated the 
ſame thing at night, ſhe reſted very well that night, 
and in the morning found herſelf entirely free 
from this flooding, nothing coming away but a 
little ſerous mattter, which ſoon went off allo, 


REFLEXION, 


Being fully perſuaded of the chaſtity of this 
young woman, I did not ſtay to examine the co- 
lour of the nymphæ, nor to introduce my finger 
into the vagina to find out the ſtate of the mouth 
of the uterus: the method of judging of a girl's 
incontinency by the length and colour of the nym- 

hae, and by the painful ſenfation of the gs 7ince, 
ing very doubtful. 
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OBsERvVATION CCTV. 


In the year 1696, two dragoons of the regi- 
ment of Zedes, which was encamped a mile off 
this town, being come here about ſome buſineſs, 
ſtaid the whole night, in ranging about the ſtreets 
they met with a chambermaid, with a footman 
carrying a light-before her ; the footman run away 
at the very firſt threatnings they made, and left 
the poor chambermaid to their mercy, they ſtrip- 

ed and raviſhed her, as ſhe ſaid, in ſpite of all 
ßer ſhrieks and ſtruggles. They were wiſe enough 
after this, to return to their camp very quietly. 

I was ordered, together with a phyſician, to 
examine her, ſhe was fo poſitive of her having been 
raviſhed, that ſhe told us a flooding had enſued, 
which made her very unwilling to expoſe herſelf to 
us in that condition. All theſe concurring circum- 
ſtances ſeemed to be proofs of the fact; but having 
aſked her whether it was not the uſual time of her 
courſes coming down, and upon her telling me 
that it was, I did not think it proper to examine 
her; all I ſaid to her was, that ſuppoſe the thing had 
been done, we could only truſt to her relation, as 
time muſt have ſuffered the parts to recover from the 
diſorder, we might have found them in immediately 
after the act; ſo we put off the thing to the next day, 
more to get rid of this affair, than with a thought 
of being better able to inform ourſelves, 

But the grand Provoſt having taken up theſe dra- 
goons, they were tried and hanged, not for a rape, 
(one of them having attempted it without being 
able to do it for want of a diſpoſition that way, 
and having alſo been hindered by his comrade,) 
but for having ſtole this girl's cloaths and lain out 
of their camp, which was death, 

Had 


A general Treatiſe of MI DWIr RV. 263 
Had there been no other accuſation againſt them 
but the rape, and had I judged it ſuch by giving 
ear to her complaints, I ſhould have had to re- 
proach myſelf with the death of two innocent 
men. The act not being commited was owing to 
the inability of the dragoon, and not to the girl, 
who ſhrieked indeed, but did not make the leait 
reſiſtance. For my part I look upon it as impoſſible 
to be done by one or even ſeveral men, without a 
girl's conſent. | 


OBSERVATION CCV. 


In the year 1676, when I was ſurgeon. to the 
dragoons of Mr. Chamilh, at that time governor 
of Oudenarde, and ſince marſhal of France, there 
was a party made among ſeveral of the officers, 
to enjoy a tall girl, that was ſervant at an inn, the 
lot fel upon the . major of the regiment of 
Burgundy, It was agreed that the trumpets 
ſhould be ſounding, fiddles playing, and their 
footmen were to be dancing and ſkipping abour, 
and making as much noiſe as they could, all 
this was to drown the maid*s ſhrieks, that no- 
body of the houſe might know what was the mat- 
ter. This girl coming in to bring ſome wine, - 
was ſeized and thrown upon the fide of a bed, of 
a convenient height for the purpoſe. There were 
four officers to hold her legs and arms, and one 
to hold her head; but this ſtrong and luſty girl 
ſnowed on this occaſion, that without her will their 
violence was to no purpoſe. 

The miſtreſs of the houſe reflecting upon this 
extraordinary noiſe, and ſuſpecting that her maid 
might be concerned in it, knocked at the door 
with ſo much force that ſhe broke it open, and de- 
hvered her unhurt from the greateſt danger that 
| S 4 ever 
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ever threatned a woman's honour, She got off for 
her fright, and the officers for their money ; having 
28 a better title than Lucretia, to the encomiums 

ſtowed on her by the ancients ; J have this ſtory 
from the very actors themſelves. 

It was the remembrance of this ſtory, which 
ma me ſo cautious in the other affair, where the 
girl was covered with ſhame and confuſion after the 
dragoon's confeſſion, her pretended flooding being 
nothing elſe but the uſual coming down of her 
menſes, the very emotion ſhe was in being able to 
cauſe a flooding without any violence being com- 
mitted on her; whence we ſee that nothing is harder 
to be found out than the loſs of virginity. 

We plainly find by theſe obſervations, that a virgin 
may have a conſiderable flooding, ſo as to have clods 
of blood come from her, (which is a common caſe 

in any bleeding, even that of the noſe,) without her 
honour being in the leaſt to be called in queſtion. 


. 
Of a flooding during pregnancy. 


H E flooding which happens to women with 
[ child proceeds from the whole or part of the 
Placenta being detached, from the rupture of one of 
the veſſels which form the chord, or from thoſe 
which reach the exterior part of the mouth of the 
uterus. A flovoding is of all accidents the moſt frequent 
and moſt dangerous, it being occaſioned by any 
fall, blow, fright, &c. and. there being almoſt al- 
ways a neceſſity to proceed to delivery to fave the 
mother's lite. 
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"Ozszrvarrion Cl. 


The eighth of Auguſt 1687, a taylor's wife, a- 
bout three months gone with child, fell off the 
ſhop- board. The blood poured down immediately, 
and I was fetched in a hurry. I found her much 
weakened, and I did not think that ſhe could live 
half an hour at the rate the blood poured down. 1 
immediately laid her croſs the bed, and found the 
os tince ſuſceptible of a ſufficient dilation to bring 
away a little child wrapped up in its membranes, and 
followed by the placenta. The flooding ſtopped al- 
moſt immediately, and the child lived long enough 
to be chriſtened. | 


JET 


REFLEXION.” 


When a flooding is ſo violent, there is no time to . 
be loſt. . When a child is ſo ſmall, it does not ſig- 
nify what part is brought away firſt ; but when it is 
larger, as from the fifth to the ſeventh month or 
upwards, we mult open the membranes and ſeek for 
the feet. 


OBsERVATION CCVII. 


The fourth of May 1686, a citizen's wife, three 
or four months gone with child, received a very 
hard blow croſs the loins, which brought on ve 
ſharp pains, which were followed by a ſlight flood- 
ing, whereupon ſhe conſulted me ; I took away 
eight or nine ounces of blood from her arm, and 
preſcribed her reſt; her pains leſſened, but the 
flooding kept encreaſing, ſo that I was forced to 

roceed to delivery, I found the os tince* dilated 
enough to introduce, firſt one, then two, then three 
fingers, and at laſt the whole hand, to ſeek for = 
2 
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feet, which I brought down to the paſſage, and 
finiſhed the work. The little placenta followed; 
the flooding leſſened at firſt, then quite left her, and 
the woman recovered, but not of ſome time; for 
thele  foodings weaken ſo much, that good food, 
great reſt and time is required before their bad 
conſequences wear off. Some women are for a 
long time after afflicted with grievous head-achs, 
and never recover their complexion. | 


REFLEX-10ON: 


We ought not to ſet about delivering a woman 
at the firſt appearance of a little blood, becauſe 
this happens to ſeveral, without any bad conſe- 
quences enſuing from it, but when once they be- 
gin to grow weak, we ought not to delay any 
longer. 


OBsERVATION CCVIII. 


The tenth of Auguſt 1706, I went to Caen to de- 
liver a lady whoſe nurſe was a young woman ſix 
weeks gone with child at moſt, ſhe was taken with 
a ſlight loſs of blood, twelve days after the lady 
was brought to bed. It laſted two or three days 
without getting any ground, this perſuaded her 
that it was nothing but her menſes, which having 
been ſtopped for ſome time, were taking their 
uſual courſe. On the third evening there came on 
ſuddenly ſuch a violent inundation, that ſhe fainted 
away. As fortunately I had ſtaid to lay another 
lady, I was ſent for in haſte; I found two. mid- 
wives with her, ſhe was without motion or ſenſe, 
and the blood kept pouring down, they told me 
that ſomething was coming, but that it would not 
be before. night or the morning. I repreſented to 
them in vain, the want ſhe was in of a ſpeedy aſ- 

8 an ſiſtance, 
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ſiſtance, their ignorance was too great to be made 
ſenſible of it. Wherefore I delivered her of a 
kind of little bladder, like a hen's egg without ſhell, 
wherein was a little fetus, of the bigneſs of a bee. 
I found no chord, nor any of thoſe things which 
Harvey and Kerkerin relate to have found in ſtill 
younger fætus's. 

The flooding leſſened gradually, and went quite 
off the next day, fo that nothing came away be- 
fides ſome reddiſh ſerous humours ; ſhe had no 
more fainting fits, and recovered with time. 


REFLEXION. 


This accident was occaſioned by the fatigue ſhe 
had undergone in nurſing the lady, and through 
a fright ſhe had by hearing ſomething extraor- 
dinary. 

When women are ſo little gone of their time, 
all I do is to introduce a finger as far as I can into 
the uterus, and turn it about this membranous body, 
to looſen it away without breaking it open, for 
fear of leaving it in the aterus with the placenta 
which ariſes from it, which could not poſſibly be 
brought away afterwards, without introducing the 
hand into the uterus, When the woman is farther 
gone, the membranes generally break and the child 
follows the waters, and ought to be ſuffered to 
come in whatever poſture it preſents as far as the 
fifth or ſixth month, 


„ 
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CH, AP; VI. 


Of | the cauſes which hinder delivery in 4 
flooding. | 


HERE are ſeveral things which hinder de- 
livery during a flooding : as when the child is 
full grown and comes naturally, becauſe at that time 
the head fills up the paſſage in ſuch a manner that 
the ſurgeon cannot introduce his hand to ſeek for 
the feet; when a woman is obſtinately bent againſt 
being delivered; there are alſo ſeveral other diffi- 
culties which the ſurgeon cannot overcome. 

When the flooding does not proceed from the de- 
tachment of the placenta, nor from the rupture of 
any of the veſſels of the chord, but from that of 
ſome other veſſels as thoſe which furniſh that eva- 
cuation in ſome women, which make them fancy 
themſelves regular, which I have ſeen in ſome to 
the ſeventh month; in this caſe delivery will be of 
no effect. We muſt. take notice however, that 
were theſe women to conſider the time, quantity 
and quality of this evacuation, they would find a 
conſiderable: irregularity in it. This is what occa- 
ſions ſome women to fancy themſelves but ſeven 
months gone with child, when at their full time. 


y 


'OBSERVATION CCIX. 


The twelfth of March 1689, the wife of one 
of my brethren, a very good friend of mine, 
whom I had ſucceſsfully delivered ſeveral times, 
being five months gone with child leaned very 
lightly with her belly upon a box to get ſomething 
out that was at the bottom of it ; ſoon after ſome 
ſight pains came on, which encreaſed very faſt 
and were followed by a conſiderable flooding. Her 

huſband 
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huſband who knew the danger of this, ſent for 
me immediately; I found his wife in ſuch a con- 
dition, that the ſheets and napkins were ſoaked 
with blood, which run in ſtreams upon the floor; 
but the continual pains ſhe: ſuffered not bearing 
downwards, there ſeemed to be no hope of delivery. I 
touched her to find out the ſtate of the os /ince, it was 
dilated enough to admit of a finger, and well enough 
diſpoſed to expect more from it; whereupon I pro- 
poled to her to prepare herſelf for delivery, the 
fainting fits, tho* light, being already very fre- 
quent; but ſhe would not hear a word of it, ſay- 
ing that things would come in their time, and that 
ſhe would truſt to the Lord. The fainting fits from 
ſlight, became of a longer duration, which, toge- 
ther with the continual flux of blood, made us 
afraid of her life. As ſhe got out of one of her 
fits, I told her that, ſince ſhe would not liſten to 
my advice, ſhe would at leaſt ſuffer herſelf to be 
placed in a proper ſituation, which, together with 
the ſlight pains ſhe had, might facilitate the com- 
ing forth of the child; ſhe conſented to this, and 
I placed her upon the feet of the bed, with wo- 
men to hold her, and all the other neceſſary pre- 
cautions, and on the very firſt appearance of the 
next fainting fit I introduced my hand into the 
ulerus, and brought away the child by the feet, I 
got away alſo the placenta, before ſhe was come to 
herſelf enough tohinder me. The flooding leſſened in 
an inſtant. She was immediately put to bed, and 
by proper management ſhe recovered her health 
and ſtrength in eighteen or twenty days, very 
well ſatisfied with my deceiving her. 


R x- 
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REFLEXION, 


The child was dead, in all likelihood by the 
delay of the mother; for in floodings the child is 
generally born alive, whereas in other miſcarriages 
occaſioned by the like accidents without any flead- 
ing, the child is for the moſt part dead before the 
woman is brought to bed. 


OBSERVATION CCX. 


The third of January 1687, a waggoner's wife 
between five and ſix months gone with child, ſell 
off her horſe, firſt on her feet, then flat on her 
belly. She was ſeized upon the ſpot with conſide- 
rable pains, attended with a pretty violent flooding, 
it was unluckily three leagues off this place. As 
ſoon as ſhe was come home, ſhe ſent for me, ſhe 
was really in labour, the blood kept flowing but 
not ſo abundantly, I found the os /inc@ dilated 


. enough to introduce a finger, by which means I 


made myſelf certain of the waters being formed, 
and the membranes ready to break; but I could 
not find out what part the child preſented, I 
ſuffered a few more pains to paſs, after which the 
waters came away, and the child came forward 
enough to make me ſenſible that 1t preſented the 
buttocks, I reſolved upon delivering her, and to 
that effect, introduced one, two, and even four 
fingers, but I never could join the thumb to them 
to introduce the whole hand, tho? I tried above 
ren times, and. with all my might, I uſed oil and 
fat to relax the orifice which I found hard and 
cloſed up; I was at a loſs to comprehend how a 
membranous part, whoſe proper office is dilatation, 
could be ſuch an obſtacle to my deſign. I bled 


her, gave her glyſters made of emollient decocti- 
| ons, 
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ons, in which I dipped folded napkins, and ap- 
plied them to the parts, to communicate their 
emollient quality to them, but all was to no pur- 
poſe. She was naturally very ſtrong and hearty, 
and I took care to give her good nouriſhment. 
Seeing that the os tincæ was not in the leaſt more 
dilated than before the uſe of all theſe remedies, 
I put her to bed at about two in the morning, and 
tho? the pains had continued all the night, they 
did not hinder her from taking ſome reſt. I re- 
turned at fix and found then the os tincæ in fo 
good a diſpoſition, that I introduced my hand 
with eaſe, and brought the child out by the feet 
in an inſtant, It was a boy who lived till night. 
The flooding ceaſed the very day ſhe was brought 
to bed. There appeared nothing but ſome ſerous 
humours of a reddiſh colour, which turned white 
and ceaſed ſoon after. She got up in good health 
in ten days. 


REFLEKXION.. 


Thus was I convinced of the little efficacy of re- 
medies in theſe caſes, time being then our only 
refuge. | 


OB8ERvaTion CCXI. 
The twenty-ſecond of April 1691, I was ſent for 


to a woman of a pretty free life, that was. about 
ſix months gone with child, ſhe had ſuffered a 
very great flooding without daring to ſend for me 
at firſt through ſhame, being none of the youngeſt, 
but the arm of the child hanging out of the vagina, 
and that being an obſtacle to the bringing it away, 
they were forced to have recourſe to me. She did 
all ſhe could to make herſelf unknown to me; 
and I took care not to let her perceive on I 

new 
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knew her. I found no difficulty in ing u 
the arm, whoſe hand I held in mine, puſbing the 
body which laid acroſs the uterus, retired upwards 
as I puſhed; I eaſily found the feet, the waters 
were juſt come away, ſhe had no pains, and the 
child ſeemed very little, judging by the feet which 
I had in my hand, and which I eaſily brought 
down to the paſſage ; but the os tincæ was ſo hard 
and inflexible, that I found it impoſſible to make 
them come out together with my hand; I found 
no difficulty in pulling out or introducing my hand, 
but if I joined one of the feet only, I was not 
able to draw it out. I was forced to leave the feet 
Juſt at this callous entrance, and ſlipped in a nw. 
round each of them, after which I eaſily drew ou 
one, but could not bring the other out; after this I 
pulled them both at once, having returned that 
which was out, but all with fo little ſucceſs, that I 
was forced to leave the work undone, and go 
home for ſome emollient ingredients to make a 
decoction of, over which the patient was to fit upon 
a cloſe ſtool, for I had before made uſe of oils and 
greaſe, Being come back with all the ingredients, 
which took up a great deal of time, and having 
put them over the fire, I went to ſee whether there 
was no alteration, or whether my endeavours had 
cauſed no inflammation, which I ſhould have 
known by the hardneſs and painful ſenſation of 
the part, but I found the orifice ſo relaxed that I 
introduced my hand without trouble; I took hold 
of the two feet and drew them. out with eaſe. 
This old ſinner was abroad ſix days after, as if 
nothing had been the matter with her, 


REFLEXION, 


I cannot comprehend how this hardneſs and ten- 
ſion of the os ſincæ came to give way in ſo little time. 
| Theſe 


A general Treatiſe of Mipwir Rx. 273 


Theſe are the only two women J have found fo 
diſpoſed, among all thoſe I have delivered. 

If the flooding was very conſiderable, we could 
not make uſe of this emollient fumigation, nor 
of napkins dipped in the decoction, for fear of en- 
creaſing the bleeding; which would be no great 
detriment, as they are of fo little conſequence. 


OBSERVATION CCXII. 


I was ſent for on the ſecond of March 1694, to 
lee the miſtreſs of one of the beſt inns of this 
town, who had happened of a very unlucky acci- 
dent: as ſhe was going into the country on horſe- 
back, riding on a ſide- ſaddle, the horſe fell down, 
and ſhe underneath him; the fide of the ſaddle 
preſſed her belly in ſuch a manner, that ſhe was 
near dying on the ſpot, this was followed by a flooding 
pretty great at firſt, but which leſſened much after- 
wards, without however going quite off, and with- 
out her mentioning it to any body. She became 
pregnant notwithſtanding, and the flooding ſtill 
kept on. She did not imagine herſelf ſo, till ſhe 
felt her child ſtir very ſtrongly, which began to 
make her very uneaſy, the flooding being worſe at 
ſome times than others; ſhe conſulted me to ſee 
whether I could be of any ſervice to her, ſhe was 
then at leaſt in her fifth month. I bled her twice 
in four days, taking away ſix ounces at a time, 
ordered her glyſters with whey, forbad her the uſe 
of any ſtrong liquor, and to abſtain froni con- 
verſing with her huſband. I enjoined her reſt 
of body and mind, In a ſhort time the flooding 
became ſo conſiderable, ( tho* the real cauſe re- 
mained unknown,) that ſhe was forced to keep her 
bed, loſing all hope of ever going her full 
time, and fearing day by day leaſt ſhe ſhould die 


in the fainting firs, which began to follow cloſe 
T 


upon 
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upon one another; I let her know the neceſſit 


there was of delivering her, if her illneſs conti- 


nued, to ſave her life and procure the grace of 
holy baptiſm to her child, Who notwithſtandin 

her loſing ſo much blood and taking in. fo little 
nouriſhment, ſeemed by its motions to be ſtrong 
and vigorous; but ſhe would not liſten to this, 
Her fainting fits encreaſing, ſhe deſired Dr. Doucet 
to attend her. The Doctor found fault with 
me for my not having delivered her, but ſhe ſtill 
held out, till two days after, finding herſelf reduced 
to the laſt extremity ſhe conſented to it, but too 
late. I placed her immediately in a proper pol- 
ture acroſs the bed, then having dipped my hand in 
oil, introduced one, then two, then three, then the 
four fingers and thumb into the terus, opened the 
membranes, and brought down the feet of the child out 
of the paſſage above the knees, turned the face 
down, which Jaid upwards, and finiſhed the work 
in leſs than a quarter of an hour. She was then 
full of joy, but died fix hours after, without the 
blood ceaſing to flow. The child lived three 
days, 


REFLEXION, 


This fooding could not proceed irom the detach- 
ment of the placenla, nor from the rupture of any 
veſſel of the chord, becauſe I found the mouth of 
the uterus cloſed, nor did. I perceive a drop of 
blood to come from it, when I introduced my 
hand into it. 

This ſhows beyond doubt, that thoſe veſſels which 
. furniſh the evacuation which ſome women have in 
the firſt months of their pregnancy, lie on the ex- 
ternal part of the mouth of the wterus, or at the 
bottom of the vagina, and that the blood does not 
come from the bottom of the uterus, otherwiſe this 

woman 
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woman could never have been got with child 
during this feeding, or it would have left her after 
her becoming pregnant, or it would have ſtopped 
after her being delivered. This is ſtill further 
proved by the vaſt effuſion of blood that followed 
coition, which proceeded from the irritation of the 
part, and that only when pregnancy was ſomewhat 
advanced, and not before; for before this time 
the penis did not reach the part, and conſequently 
made no impreſſion on it; for when pregnancy is 
far advanced, the mouth of the uterus comes more 
forwards than at any other time and is conſequently 
more eaſily reached. 


CH: APV 
Of a flooding during labour. 


FLOODING during labour happens either 
through the chord being broke wholly or 
in part, or the placenta being looſened which is 
of no conſequence if the flooding is not conſide- 
rable and the labour quick, otherwiſe the mother 
and child are in evident danger of their lives, 
eſpecially if the head preſents right and 1s far ad- 
vanced. If the child preſents wrong or is not 
far advanced, we muſt immediately puſh up and 
turn. 


OBSERVATION CCXIII. 


The fourth of December 1703, I was ſent for to 
lay an officer's wife whoſe labour was lingering ; 
the night paſſed on in the ſame way; in the morn- 
ing her pains encreaſed, the waters gathered, and 
I found the child well fituated. Half an hour 
after the waters came away, and the pains, inſtead 


of encreafing and putting an end to the delivery as 


1225 it 
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it uſually happens, leſſened conſiderably, A little 

flooding began to appear, which encreaſed at every 
pain, fo that it came in a ſtream as in phlebotomy, 
with clods which came out now and then, when 
the head which was not yet engaged retired 
back, liberty being then given them to fall out. 
An hour and a half being paſſed without any en- 
creaſe of the pains, and the flooding rather getting 
ground, I ſituated the woman, and puſhing back 
the head of the child, which preſented right, at 
the bottom of the vagina, but was not yet engaged 
between the bones, fought for the feet and ſoon 
put an end to the delivery. The placenta followed, 
which perſuaded me that it was partly looſened. 
Both mother and child did very well. 


REFLEXION. 


In theſe caſes, when the pains are weak, we 
muſt not delay; had the child been engaged in 
the paſſage and the pains ſtronger, I ſhould have 
had more trouble, but I might have expected more 
from nature, if I had truſted the delivery to it. 

This lady was ſo well that ſhe could have got 
up again the next day after this delivery, which was 
her firſt, after which women generally feel leſs 
pain than in their following lyings-1n. 


OBSERVATION CCXIV, 


I was ſent for on the fifth of May 1707, to lay 

a lady who was not taken with true labour pains . 
till three days after I had been with her; but 
when once they begun, they were very ſtrong and 
frequent. I found the waters ready to come away, 
and my hand was ſtained with a little blood. The 
waters ſoon came away, and the head preſented 8 
the 
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the os tince. I perceived that the blood came in 

reat plenty, this ſurprized me, having at firſt 
looked on that appearance of blood as a fign 
of a ſpeedy delivery, this made me look about me. 
I could make no doubt of this proceeding from the 
looſening away of a conſiderable part of the pla- 
centa, without there being any likelihood to put 
an end to it by delivery, the child being too far, 
advanced, and the pains too ſtrong and frequent, 
to be able to puſh it up, and ſlide in my hand to 
ſeek for the feet. Fortunately this lady was young, 
reſolute and ſtrong, and without being frightened 
at this accident, the danger of which ſhe was ſenſible 
of, by the weakneſs it cauſed in her, encouraged her 

ins ſo vigorouſly, that ſhe was at laſt delivered, 
more by the help ſhe gave herſelf than that of na- 
ture or mine, 

The child was a very weak girl, with three turns 
of the chord round the neck, whereby it was ſo 
ſhortened that one of the veſſels broke in the very 
beginning of labour, and afforded a greater flux 
as the pains encreaſed, by the continual tearing it 
underwent. The delivery was retarded in the mean 
time by the ſhortneſs of the chord, otherwiſe the 
child would not have been long in coming forth, 
conſidering the ſtrength of the pains. I diſen- 
tangled the child as ſoon as ſhe was born, and 
brought away the placenta, The mother was very 
weak, but by the means of good care and good 
food ſhe ſoon recovered her ſtrength. I have ſeven 


times ſince delivered her without any accident. 


REFLEXION. 


In diſentangling the cherd from round the child's 
neck, I plainly ſaw the opening of the veſſe] which 
appeared like an excoriation on one of thoſe knots 


which are found in the umbilical vein, and from 
T 3 whence 
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whence the blood ſeemed to proceed rather by 
tranſudation than rupture. It plainly appeared, 
that the blood did not come from the looſening 
away of the placenta, as none came out of the va- 


gina till I had brought it away. 


Thoſe knots of the umbilical vein are occaſioned 
by its being longer than the arteries, which force 
it to dilate here and there and cauſe little varices. 
This never happens to the arteries, tho? they ſhould 
be longer than the vein, becauſe of the ſwiftneſs 
of the blood's motion, and the ſtrong contractile 
power of the coats of the arteries. 

Had this woman had leſs courage, I muſt have 
been obliged to open the child's cranium to bring 
it away, and ſave the mother's life, as-1t was too 
far advanced to be returned and brought out by 
the feer. But as, thanks .to heaven, I have never 
found myſelf reduced to this extremity, I can 


give no rules about what ought to be done in 


thoſe occaſions. \ 8 


r * 
Of the flooding which is cauſed by a ſuppręſſiuu 


of the menſtrua. 


HERE is a fort of flooding quite different 
from the. foregoing ones, which proceed 
from a long ſuppreſſion ef the menſtrua, during 
which time a woman labours under all the com- 
plaints that attend pregnancy, time only ſhewing 
the miſtake, or when nature overloaded diſcharges 
itſelf by tlioſe veſſels which are deſtined to that 
function. This diſcharge is ſometimes ſo ex- 
cellive, as to terrify much when its cauſe is not 
known. This happens to women of all ages and 
conditions. I faw a maid of fifty- five who loſt 
her life by it, without the flux giving way to 2 3 

medy. 
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medy. Mauriceau is miſtaken in advancing that a 
flooding cannot happen to a woman who has had no 
commerce with a man. I have delivered the coun- 
teſs of.. ., who when ſeven years old ſuffered 
ſuch exceſſive ones, that her life was ſeveral times 
in danger. | 

As this . flooding has a great relation to thoſe 
which proceed from other cauſes, we ought fo be 
able to diſtinguiſh them well from one another; 
for it is often preceded and attended with pains in 
the loins, which ſometimes bear downwards, with 
throws and vomitings, exactly the ſame as it hap- 
pens to a woman who is near her labour. 


OESERVATION CCXV. 


The ſecond of November 1685, a draper's wife 
five and fourty years old, thinking herſelf four 
months and a half gone with child, perceived a 
ſight diſcharge of blood, which put her in a great 
fright, pains ſoon came on, which began round 
the loins and terminated downwards, with a con- 
tinual liſt to go to ſtool without being able to do 
it. She ſent for me in a hurry, I found her in 
bed, the blood not having ſoaked in becauſe of 
the thickneſs of the feather bed, formed a ſort of 
bath, there being a hollow formed as on purpoſe 
juſt under her. Upon examining her, I ſound the 
body and mouth of the aterus in its natural Rate. 
I ordered her to remain in bed which I cauled to be 
made up with the ſtraw bed only, to avoid both 
exceſs of heat and cold, and to abſtain from any 
ſtrong liquor, for fear of ſtirring up the humours 
ſtill more. By theſe means ſhe ſoon got rid of this 
diſcharge, and it never returned afterwards. 


Tie wot. ul 253-28 
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REFLEXI1ON, 


Women at this age for the moſt part ſuffer 
ſooner or later theſe fuppreſſions, followed by ex- 
ceſſive evacuations, which then ceaſe for good, 
In ſome this does not happen till the fiftiech year 
or later. 

Thoſe whoſe menſtrua leave them early are 
ſubject to more indiſpoſitions, upon the account of 
their breeding more humours, nature being ſtronger 
in them, Bleeding and purging are requiſite here, 
to ſupply the want of evacuation. 

Young women in the flower of their age are 
alſo ſubje& to this and I have taken notice, that 
immediately after theſe large evacuations they ſoon 
become pregnant, the uterus, after having been fo 
well cleanſed, becoming more diſpoſed to receive 
the ſeed and retain it, When this evacuation has 
laſted too long, I have ſometimes tried bleeding and 
glyſters but have found them ineffectual, reſt being 
all we can truſt to. 


CHAP. IX. 


Her to diflinguiſh between the floodings that 
proceed from a mole or falſe conception, from 


a true pregnancy, or a Jimple Juppreſſian of 
the menſes. 


occaſion to ſay before, grows conſiderably 

igger from the very firſt months, whereas ſhe 

that is really with child, grows big only after the 

ſecond or third month, and ſhe that labours under 

a ſuppreſſion of the menſtrua has the ſame com- 

\ Plaints as the Jaſt, her belly alſo flattening at = 
an 


\ WOMAN big with a mole, as I have had 


* 
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and growing bigger and bigger afterwards till na- 
ture has caſt off what overloads it, hen this hap- 
pens, a woman has the ſame complaints as if ſhe 
was going to miſcarry, barring this one thing, that 
no waters come away, which is alſo the caſe in the 
coming away of a mole. | 


OBSERVATION CCXVI. 


The thirteenth of February 1702, I was ſent for 
to a merchant's wife, who told me that ſhe thought 
herſelf three or four months gone with child, when 
ſome ſmall diſcharges of blood, made her rather 
incline to think, that it was the ſuppreſſion of her 
menſes which had cauſed the complaints ſhe had * 
laboured under, that five days after ſhe: had felt 
ſme pains like thoſe of labour which went off upon 
the coming away of a certain quantity of very 
clear water, and that the diſcharge of blood had 
ſtill kept on, and encreaſed to ſuch a degree on the 
ſeventh day as to make her very uneaſy, had it not 
been for the belief ſhe was in, of its being owing 
to her former ſuppreſſion, but that new ſymptoms 
appearing ſhe had been forced to ſend for me on 
the tenth day. 

I found her in a very high fever, her pulſe was 
one time very ſtrong, then quite loſt, ſhe had an in- 
tolerable head- ach, her lips and tongue were ſcorch- 
ed, ſhe was continually drinking cyder to quench 
her thirſt, and = exhaled from below a cadave- 
rous ſtench, which thoſe that came into the room 
were not able to bear. 

I made no doubt of the retention of ſome fo- 
reign body being the cauſe of all theſe ſymptoms, ' _ 
whether it were a fetus, clods of blood or membranes ; 
but I was rather inclined to think it a fetus, upon 
the account of the coming away of clear waters. 


The os /ince tho? ſhut in appearance made but a 
; {mall 
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{mall reſiſtance to the introduction of one finger, 
I joined another to it, and kept dilating this ori- 
fice by removing them from one another. I added 
two more, by the help of which I brought away a 
corrupted fetus followed by as corrupted a Placenta, 
After this her complaints leſſened by degrees and 
a fortnight after ſhe was perfectly recovered, 


REFLEXION. 


T have ſeen numbers of miſcarriages which have 
begun by theſe ſlight floodings, which ſometimes 
are carried off by proper management immediately 
applied. 

bie woman might eaſily be miſtaken at firſt, 
but the pains, and diſcharge of clear waters 
which came on afterwards, ſhould have undeceived 


„ her. 


The corruption which was communicated to the 
maſs of blood by the dead fetus, cauſed this burn- 
ing fever and unequality of pulſe. 

The eaſe with which I introduced my finger 
into the os lincæ, was owing to its being kept moiſt 
by the continual diſcharge of blood. 

I was not ſurprized at the placenta following ſo 
eaſily, the foregoing flooding being a certain proof, 
that it was partly looſened away already, 


OBSERVATION CCXVII. 


The thirteenth of April 1704, I®was deſired to 
go to a lady eight leagues off, whom I had lain 
the year before. She told me that ſhe had a 
fooding for five or ſix days, which made her very 
uneaſy, becauſe ſhe thought herſelf about three 
months gone with child; that for the three firſt 
days the blood came pretty much in the ſame man- 


ner as in her wmenſes; but that afterwards ſhe 
had 
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had made her void on a ſudden a certain quantity oſ 
clear water, which had wetted her bed, which likewiſe 
happened to her in her firſt labour, but not in ſuch 
great quantity; that afterwards rhe pains had leſ- 
ſened, without going off entirely; that this com- 


ing away of waters had been followed by an e 
ceſſive flooding, which however came by intervals 


and was attended with a very bad ſcent, a violent 
head-ach and ſhiverings. The os tincæ eaſily gave 
way to the introduction of my finger, and I found 
a body partly membranous and partly fleſhy, very 
much reſembling a placenta, but without any chord, 
and too large for a fej#s of three months, the 
fetus too muſt have been too large to be loſt 
among the clods of blood. Be that as it will, this 
membranous body had an intolerable ſmell, I 
cleared the uterus of it, as likewiſe of large clods 
of blood. Seven or cight hours after; I gave her 
an emollient glyſter with a little honey, which 
opened her body again, that had been conſtipated 
for ſeveral days. All the bad ſymptoms went off 
that very night, and ſhe ſoon got up again. 


REFLEX1ONK. 


This caſe is ſomewhat like two that I have re- 


lated before, with this difference, that in them the 
membrane which contained the waters followed, and 
here it remained behind and putrefied. There 
was no flooding when I came, but only a diſcharge 
of a reddiſh ſerum, as it generally happens when 
any clods of blood have remained in the uterus, 
which /erum is more or leſs ſtinking, according as 
the clods of blood, from whence it proceeds are 
more or leſs putrefied. However, this ſerum has 


its uſe, as it keeps the os tince moiſt, and makes 


it thereby ſuſceptible of a ſufficient dilatation, 
t 


Y \ 
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had ſuffered very ſtrong and preſſing pains; which 
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It is yery uſual for the flooding to return after its 
being ſtopped, and to continue till the uterus has 
got rid of the foreign body, either by the ſtrength 


of nature or the ſurgeon's help, 
I have ſometimes found in extracting theſe fo- 


reign or membranous bodies, that they were not 


attached to the uterus, and were nevertheleſs at- 


tended with a flooding, which inclines me to believe 
that their putrefaction is attended with a vicious 
fermentation, which cauſe ſuch a violent extenſion 
to the veſſels of the uterus, as to open them and 
bring on a flooding which leſſens as the uterus diſ- 
charges any of this corrupted matter, but there 
always remains enough, to raiſe a new fermenta- 


tion, and conſequently a new flooding. 


CHAT. £4. 
Of Bleeding at the noſe. 


HE blood is contained in veſſels. which may 
T be broke either by their too great fulneſs, 
or by the acrimony of their contents, this may 
happen either in their lengths or at their extremi- 
ties, which is the place where the hemorrhage [ 
am upon, chiefly happens, and which 1s not the leſs 
dangerous for the child, for being ſo remote from 
it, the blood of the head not ſerving leſs for its 
nouriſhment than that of the breaſt or belly. 


OBsERVATION CCXVIII, 


The ſeventh of March 1686, I was fetched very 
early in the morning to a baker's wife, who had 
the worſt bleeding at the noſe I ever ſaw, I 
found in an earthen pot above eight pints of blood, 
which ſhe had loft in three or four hours time, 


without their giving me notice of ir, through the 
hopes 
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hopes they were in of its ſtopping every minute, 
as it really did, before I had time to try any re- 
medy. I was ſurprized to ſee ſuch a great quantity 
of blood diſcharged through the noſe in a woman 
with child and near her time, without her fainting 
away with it, She was as pale as death; I gave her 
ſome broth immediately, forbad her to blow her 
noſe, whatever deſire ſhe had to do it, and put her 
to bed with her head ſomewhat raiſed, without ex- 
citing too much heat by coverings. I ordered 
ſome clear water for her drink, avoiding by all 
means all ſorts of ſtrong liquors. She told me 
that ſhe ſtill felt her child. I ſaw her ſeveral times 
that day, ſhe ſeemed pretty quiet, her pulſe was 
exceeding low. Tho? ſhe told me that ſhe felt her 
child, I could not be quite eaſy, and putting my 
hand upon her ſides and belly, I could feel no- 
thing of it even while ſhe told me ſhe did. 

At about ten o'clock at night, her huſband 
came to tell me that his wife felt ſome pains, and 
had voided a great deal of water. I went 1imme- 
diately and found the child preſenting at the os 
tince. She had but two or three pretty ſlight pains, 
before ſhe was brought to bed of a dead child, 
the placenta followed eaſily; there came away 
hardly any blood ; ſhe was very weak, but did 
very well, and got up again in three weeks time. 
I have laid her ſeveral times ſince, without this ac- 
cident happening to her. 


REFLEXION. 


Had I been called ſooner to this woman, I con- 
feſs ingeniouſly that I could have been of no ſer- 
vice to her, having found aſtringents, refrigerants, 
revulſions, ligatures, cupping glaſſes, frictions and 
the like, all ineffectual. 2 

ne 
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One would imagine that a woman in ſuch a con- 
dition could never have ſtrength to go thro? with 
delivery, but I have often met with the contrary, 
which may perhaps be owing to the child coming 
away with more eaſe, on account of the general 


relaxation of the body. 


OBSERVATION CCXIX, 


The twenty-ſeventh of July 1715, I was within 
two leagues of Caen, with a lady to lay her, when 
I was defired to go to the pariſh of Zaſſon, to a 
waggoner's wife, who had ſuffered a great bleed- 
ing at the noſe, ever ſince the day before. I went, 
and luckily for me the blood did only dribble down 
when I came. All I ordered her to do was to 
drink freſh water, and not to blow her noſe. I 
was very uneaſy upon the account of her child 
when ſhe told me that ſhe was but ſeven months 
and ſome days gone of her time, making no doubt 
of her miſcarrying, upon the account of the great 
quantity of blood ſhe had loſt. She was put to 
bed, and good broth given her. She was fo weak 
that ſhe could hardly raiſe her head. I was ſure 
that her child was alive, having ſeveral times felt 
it very diſtinctly, They came to tell me the next 
day, that ſhe had labour pains, I went to her im- 
mediately, and found the waters gathered and 
child well ſituated, The waters came away a 
quarter of an hour after, and the navel-ſtring pre- 
ſented before the head. I immediately put her in 
a proper ſituation, puſhed back the head, and 
brought the child out by the feet, it lived but three 
days. The mother was ſo weakened - by the loſs 
of blood, that the was two days without any ſenſes, 
and without knowing that ſhe was brought to bed. 
She however got up again in ten days in pretty 


good health. 
CHAP, 


r. AAA. _ Lan IM * 
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CH AF; NE 
| Of Convulſions. 


ONVULSIONS, unleſs ſpeedily helped, 

put both mother and child m danger of their 
lives. A convulſion is the contraction of a muſcle 
towards its origin, cauſed by the obſtruction of the 
nerve through which the animal ſpirits are con- 
veyed to its fibres. Every muſcle has its antagoniſt, 
and the equal diſtribution of ſpirits between them 
hinder one from acting more than the other; when 
the nerve of one is obſtructed, the ſpirits are forced 
into the oppoſite muſcle and make it contract. 

Theſe obſtructions are occaſioned either by ſome 
ſharp humours irritating the membranous parts, or 
by the too great viſcidity of the juice they con- 
tain. 

Slight convulſions are of no great conſequence; 
when they are ſharp and laſt long, the intention of 
cure is to. ſoften rhe ſharpneſs of the blopd and 
humours, and to leſſen its quantity in plethorick 
habits, or to repair the loſſes of nature when this 
ariſes from inanition. 

We muſt have regard to the nature of the parts 
affected, as whether it be the brain, venticle, blad- 
der or uterus, whether any great quantity of water 
has fallen into the membranes which contain the 
child, or between the membranes and ate, or any 
whether there be any ſuppreſſion of urine, for theſe 
humours being extravaſed or detained in theſe parts 
will grow ſharp and cauſe violent irritations, and 
there is often no hope of cure but in deltvery, 
which muſt be put in practice without any delay, 
and of all deliveries this is the worſt both for mother 
and child, | 2 
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OBSERVAT ION CCXX. 


A weaver's wife having been full of complaints 
the whole time of her pregnancy, found herſelf in 
labour, tho* ſhe was a good way off her time. The 
pains being weak and remote with ſlight convulſive 
motions, ſhe did not think it neceſſary to give me 
notice of her condition, ſo that I was gone into 
the country about buſineſs; and tho* I was not 
far off, and they made what haſte they could to 
fetch me, her convulſians were almoſt continual 
before I could be with her. Her ſenſes were gone; 
and ſhe had hardly any pulſe, The midwife told 
me that the child preſented the buttocks, which I 
found true, fo that having gently puſhed back that 
part and taken hold of the feet, I found another 
child in its membranes and waters ; having there- 
fore joined the feet of the firſt together, tho? they 
were pretty far from one another, I drew them 
out as far as the thick part of the thighs, and find- 
ing that it came with the face upwards, I turned 
it to place it downwards, and then drew it quite 
out. I made two ligatures upon the navel-ſtring, 
and cut it off between them. The child being 
dead, I gave it to the midwife to give it all the 
little helps generally uſed, when there is any hopes 
of its not being quite dead: but all was to no 
purpoſe. 

I was buſy in the mean time in opening the 
membranes and ſecking for the feet of the other 
child, whom I brought forth, dead alſo. There 
was but one placenta, 


REF LEXION. 


I am of opinion that had I been at hand at the 
beginning of theſe convulſions, I might have * 
— Wang | a 
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the life of theſe children, who were fat and ſtout, 
tho* not at their full growth. 


ona var ten CCXXI. 


The thirteenth of Fuly 1701, a citizen's wife, a 
tall ſtrong woman, whole /abours were generally 
lingering and difficult, had, at the very beginning 
of her fifth labour, ſome ſlight convulſive motions, 
which made her very uneaſy, and engaged her to 
ſend for me, which ſhe never uſed to do till the 
very laſt extremity. I did all I could to make her 
eaſy ; but the convulſions encreaſing, I was not 
without fear, but took care to conceal it. The 
child was alive, I could feel the head through the 
membranes ; the waters were gather*d in great 
quantity; but the child was ſtill too high to 
expect a ſpeedy delivery. She loſt her memory, 
and alſo. her ſenſes by intervals; her convul- 
ſions were ſtrong, and almoſt continual z her 
pains ſlow and remote, as in her former labours: 
Whereupon I reſolved upon opening the mem- 
branes, and puſhing back the head a little, that I 
might have room to introduce my hand to ſeek 
for the feet, which I ſoon found, and pur an end 
to her labour. I brought away the placenta, the 
convulſions ceaſed immediately, her ſenſes and 
memory returned, and ſhe got up again in good 
healch eight days after; but the child, which 
was a boy, died ſoon after its birth, tho? it had 
ſuffered nothing in the delivery, which laſted not 
more than half a quarter of an hour. 


REF LEXION. 


When convulſions are at this height, inſtant 
delivery is the only means to fave the mother's life, 
and to prevent the child dying in the aterus; when 
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they are leſs violent, remedies muſt be put in 
practice, 


OBsERVATION CCXXII. 
A lady who lived twelve leagues off, beſpoke 


me to attend her when ſhe ſhould be in labour; ac- 


cordingly I went to her on the ſixteenth of Ofe- 
ber 1693. The next day after dinner, ſhe made 
me fit down by her upon a ſettee bed, to talk with 
more eaſe. Having converſed together for half 
an hour, ſhe lean'd her head back againſt the head 
of the ſetee, as if ſhe had a mind to look up to the 
floor over it; her eyes and eye-lids were ſtrongly 
convulſed : This communicated itſelf to all parts 
of the body, but not with an equal violence. 
She loſt her ſpeech, and her ſenſes were almoſt 
gone. I was afraid leſt her illneſs ſhould encreaſe 
while we had no appearance of labour, tho“ it 
was now the time, according to her reckoning. I or- 
dered her to bed, and made upa glyſter, which was 
given her immediately. I ſent to the next town 
for a very learned phyſician who uſed to attend 
her when ſhe was ill. I wrote for ſeveral reme- 


dies, which the phyſician brought along with him, 


adding ſome things which I had no knowledge of, 
to which he attributed a ſpecific virtue againſt this 
diſorder. But ſeeing that thoſe drops, of I know 
not what, had no effect, and that night came on, 
he was glad to leave the burden to me, telling 


me, that my preſence was ſufficient, being able to 


do more with my hand, than all the phyſicians 


with the beſt apothecary's ſhop. 


I gave her a glyſter with a few drops of oil of 
amber in a ſpoonful of broth, and now and then 
ut ſome ſpirit of Sal Armoniac under her noſe. I 
made her a 525 p with the Confe#. Hyacinth, and a 
few drops of Tin#. Caſtor, of which ſhe took a few 
ſpoonfuls 


9 * En «© 
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ſpoonfuls now and then. This had ſo good an 
effect, that the convulſive motions went off almoſt 
entirely, but her ſpeech and ſenſes did not return. 
She then remained in bed motionleſs, taking with- 
out difficulty all the nouriſhment I gave her, in 
which I was very intent, leſt nature, already much 
deprelyd, ſhould ſink entirely. | 

Three days after, I perceived that ſhe preſs'd 
her lips now and then, her hips moving at the 
ſame time; taking notice that this happen'd by 
intervals, and that theſe motions increaſed, I made 
no doubt of /abour having a great ſhare in them. 
I touched her to inform myſelf, and found the 
child's head thro? the membranes, advanced enough 
to make us expect a ſpeedy and happy iſſue. I 
gave her ſome good ſtrong broth, and every now 
and then a few ſpoonfuls of ſpirituous liquor with 
a little wine, to help nature, that had ſuffered fo 
much for four days. 

All theſe precautions, tho' they have their uſe, 
proved of little ſervice ; ſhe all this while bearing 
her pains without moving : Enquiring into the 
cauſe of it, by trying to make her move, I found 
that all the right ſide was paralytick, not having 
perceived it before, by reaſon of her moving ſo 
little before labour came on. 

I immediately had the bed properly raiſed, 
without ſtirring and fatiguing her, the pains being 
come to their laſt pitch, I happily delivered her 
of a fine ſtout boy, who has always enjoyed a very 
good ſtate of health. The mother was a long time 
in recovering, but got well enough in fix months 
to go to the waters of Bourbon, where ſhe got a 
perfect cure. 
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REFLEX1ON. 


The cauſe of this illneſs ſeemed to have reſided 
in the brain, by the loſs of ſenſes and ſpeech which 
followed; for tho* ſhe had convulſive motions, 
they were not real convulſions ; this appears by the 
child's not dying, as the others did in much les 


time, and by the woman's remaining paralytick 
afterwards, which 1s generally the conſequence of 
an apoplexy, but not of convulſions. 


OBSERVATION CCXXIII. 
The twenty-eighth of March 1695, the miller of 


Colombi's wife ſent for me; ſhe was reduced to the laſt 


extremity by a very bad complaint ſhe had laboured 
under for ſeveral months. I found her with pains 
in her belly, which were not very ſharp, but con- 
tinual; they were attended with convulſive mo- 
tions, and often with convulſions ſtrong enough to 
put her in danger of miſcarrying. She was ſeven 
months gone with child, tho? ſhe rather ſeemed as 


if ſhe had gone her full time, and was big with 


two children, her belly being of a monſtruous ſize 
every way, walking with a great deal of difficulty, 
and having a continual motion to make water, with- 
out being able to do it, but drop by drop. 
Having reflected upon all theſe complaints, I 
made her lay down by the fire upon a ſtraw bed, 
in the ſame ſituation as if I was going to deliver 
her: In trying to introduce the probe into the 
urethra, I found ſome reſiſtance. I then dip- 
d my finger in oil, and lid it into the vagina; 
J found the head of the child puſhing upon the 
neck of the bladder, and intercepting the courſe of 
the urine, I puſhed it up gently, as high as I 
could; which was no ſooner done, than the wa- 
ter 


* 
yy 
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ter guſhed forth in ſuch a quantity, that it is 
hardly credible how the bladder could diſtend ſo 
much without breaking. This gave her eaſe im- 
mediately, and ſhe enjoyed her health to her de- 
livery, having ſhown her how to eaſe herſelf. 


-REFLEXION. 


The water coming into the bladder by degrees, 
made it dilate in this extraordinary manner ; but 
the fibres having once attained to their utmoſt de- 
gree of extenſion, and the water by till coming 
in, continuing to diſtend them, which water by its 
long ſtay muſt have acquired a great degree of 
acrimony, the fibres muſt have ſuffered a very 
great irritation z which being communicated to the 
genus nervoſum, and by that means interrupting 
the equal diſtribution of the ſpirits, brought on 
theſe convulſions, 


OBSERVATION CCXXIV. 


On Monday, April 23, 1715, a ſurgeon's daugh- 
ter of the village of Pont /* Abe, that was married 
and near her time, walked two leagues to go to 
her father's houſe, with a deſign of lying-in there 
ſhe took it into her head the very next day, to fulfil 
a vow two other long leagues off; whilſt ſhe was 
hearing maſs there, ſhe felt the waters coming 
away in great plenty, the fatigue of her walk not 
having a little contributed to it, She told it to 
two women that were along with, her, who adviſed 
her to remain in the place ſhe was at, or to take 
ſome convenient carriage to carry her back; but 
ſhe was reſolved to return on foot as ſhe came: She 
found no ſmall difficulty in it, upon account of the 
pains ſhe felt in her belly and loins. As ſoon as 


ſhe was come to her father's houſe, ſhe went to 
U 3 "my 
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bed and ſent for the midwife ; who finding the 
child's head well placed, made no difficulty of af- 
ſuring her, that the delivery would ſoon be over, 
25 the pains grew a little ſtronger; but the pains 
not encreaſing in the leaſt, I was fetched on the 
Thurſday evening. I found her labouring under 
the ſtrongeſt convulſions, without ſpeech or know- 
ledge of any thing; her belly was exceſſively 
fwelled and tenſe, and the child's head filled the 
paſſage ſo exactly, tho* it was ſtill pretty high, 
that the neck of the bladder and refum were 
ſtrongly compreſs'd, not a drop of water having 
come from her all that day; and it being 
impoſſible to throw in any glyſter, though it 
had been attempted ſeveral times; a very bad 
ſmell] exhaled from the private parts. I endea- 
voured between the convulſions, which followed 
one another very cloſe, to diſplace the child's head, 
and ſlide in my hand by the ſide of it, to find the 
feet; but the paſſage was too much filled for me 
to execute my deſign : This eflay however was not 
fruitleſs, for by the little motion which I gave to 
the head I ſomewhat freed the neck of the blad- 
der; this opened a free courſe to the urine, which 
poured down with ſuch a force, that it made a 
hiſſing noiſe as it came out, and wetted the bed 
thro* and thro'; the zen/ion of the belly and bad 
imell leſſened conſiderably thereby. She was quite 
free from any convulſion, and her ſenſes and ſpeech 
returned in leſs than half an hour. As this woman, 
and thoſe that were about her, affirmed that the 
child was felt a very little while - before ſhe was 
ſeized with the convulſions, I poured a little wa- 
ter on its head with a ſpoon and chriſten'd it. 
Things promiſing to take a better turn, there 
coming on ſome ſlight pains, I waited patiently 
till four in the morning; but finding the ſtench 


to encreaſe without the child's advancing in the 
: leaſt, 
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leaſt, or giving any ſigns of life, and that the wo- 
man, by the weakneſs ſhe was reduced to by the 
length of the labour, was incapable of bearing up 
any longer. without ſinking, I reſolved to deliver 
her. Having taken the neceflary precautions, I 
introduced my ſciſſars into the child's head to 
about the middle of the blades; then opening 
them wide, I made myſelf room to take away 

rt of the cranium, and as much of the brain as 
I pleagd ; by which means the head was very much 
reduced in its bulk. Thus I extracted it and fi- 
niſhed the delivery, without any of the women that 
were preſent, or ſhe herſelf perceiving that I had 
made uſe of any inſtrument. The navel-ſtring 
was ſo rotten, that it could make no reſiſtance ;. ſo 
that I was forced to introduce my hand into the 
uterus to looſen the placenta, The whole was per- 
formed in leſs time than it would take to repeat 
twice the Miſerere. I ſaw her again the next day; 
ſhe told me that ſhe fell aſleep as ſoon as I left her, 
and did not wake till five hours after. She was as 
well as if her labcur had been one of the eaſieſt. 


REFLEXION, 


It is very evident that the violent tenſion of the 
bladder was the occaſion of the convulſions, ſince 
they ceaſed as ſoon as the bladder was emptied, 

I cannot help ſetting forth here, what advantage 
the ſciſſars have before the crotebet and tire tete; 
for when the child is as little advanced in the paſ- 
ſage as this was, if the crotchet or tire tete is fixed 
upon one of the parietal bones, it will be tore 
away at the firſt pull; and the crotchet cannot be 
introduced into the hole of the ear, or in the orbit, 
without putting the woman to a great deal of tor- 
turez nay ſometimes it cannot be done at all : For 


ſuppoſe there was a little room left when the head 
| U 4 preſented 


1 
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preſented firſt, yet afterwards the membranous parts 
of the woman and hairy ſcalp of the child are ſo 
tumified by the continual preſſure, that it is even 
impoſſible to ſlide in a probe, much leſs the crozcher, 
and hand which 1s requiſite to fix it right, 

In "introducing my finger into the ams of this 


Woman, as far as the os facrum, I had the oppor- 


tunity of remarking, that the os cocqgis eaſily gives 
way, and can never be any hindrance to delivery; 
we may fay the ſame of the c/iteris, which Mr. 
Peu accuſes ſo wrongfully, | | 


OBSERVATION CCXXV. 


The thirteenth of Auguſt 1687, a gardener's wife 
who had ſeveral children, and being now abour 
four months gone with child, having ſuffered with- 
out -complatning, ſeveral convulſive motions, was 
ſuddenly taken with ſuch violent pains, that ſhe 
had only time to lay down upen the ground ; her 
body and extremities grew as ſtiff as wood, but 
her ſpeech and ſenſes did not leave her. I was 
fetched in a hurry. I found her pulſe ſtrong and 
good, her complexion riatural, her judgment ſound, 
and the pains gone off, I aſked her whether ſhe 
had been afflicted with the uſual complaints of 
breeding women, and what was her employment. 
She faid ſhe had always been well, eating and 
ſleeping much, and that ſpinning was her only oc- 
cupation; but that for ſome days ſhe had ſome 
ſhiverings, which laſted fo little, that ſhe had not 
minded them; and that her ſtomach was not fo 


good. I judged that bleeding would give her the 


molt relief, and took hold of her arm, which 1 
was not able to bend, tho? aſſiſted by a very ſtrong 
man : I tied it up in the ſituation it was in, and 
bled her. Before I had got two ounces of blood 
the thumb began to move, then the fingers _ 

ö atter 


* * 
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after another; and at laſt the whole body, before 
I had drawn away two porrengers full. The next 
day ſhe was taken in the ſame manner; I repeated 
the ſame remedy, with glyſters, making her ſtir 
about, and feed on the beſt nouriſhment ſhe could 
get according to her circumſtances, and in a fru- 
gal manner. Her illneſs returned again two days 
after; I then purged her, but it had no effect: 
Whereupon I kept to the bleeding only, as often 
as the accident returned, without minding the con- 
dition ſhe was in; indeed ſometimes two ounces 
were ſufficient to get off the fit. She was bled 86 
or 87 times in the five laſt months of her preg- 
nancy, notwithſtanding which ſhe was happily 
brought to bed of a healthy child. 


- 1, REFLEKXLON, 


TI impute--this woman's illneſs to the ſedentary 
life ſhe led, and her groſs way of living, which 
bred a foul viſcid blood, and made the circulation 
languid; the animal ſpirits which reſulted from 
thence participating of the ſame vicious qualities, ne- 
ceſſarily clogg'd throughout their whole extent all 
the nerves which had their riſe from the ſpinal 
marrow, and conſequently rendered motionleſs all 
thoſe parts where theſe nerves are diſtributed, which 
are the trunk and extremities, nll the bleedin 
taking off part of the load, enabled nature. to 
break through the remaining obſtruction. The 
nerves of the brain being filled with a more ſubtle 
ſpirit, ſhe was capable of performing all thoſe 
functions which depend upon them; 16. that in the 
very midſt of her fits, ſhe was ſenſible, ſpoke, 
heard and ſaw, as well as at other times. _ 

- Theſe numbers of repeated bleedings ſhew, that 
we are, on ſome occaſions, forced to overlook ge- 


neral rules. | | 
CHAP. 
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\HILDREN in the uterus have two ſenſible 
excretions; one is a clear ſerum which falls 
into the bladder, and is called arize 3 the other is 


of the conſiſtence of honey, and of a browniſh 


colour; this is called meconium, and is depoſited 
in the inteſtines: Theſe parts are deſigned to keep 
theie excrements till the birth of the child. But 


it often happens in lingering labours, and thoſe 


againſt nature, that theſe organs are forced to void 
their contents by the violent compreſſion they ſuf- 
fer; whence we may conclude, that the voiding 
the meconium is more or leſs dangerous, according 
to the ſituation of the child; when it is in an unna- 
tural one, this ſymptom need not be minded; but 
if it is well placed, there is a great deal of danger; 
and if the navel-ſtring either accompanies or pre- 
cedes the head, tlie death of the child almoſt al- 
ways enſues, tho“ the very firſt pain after the ap- 
pearance of the ſtring ſhould expel it out of the 
nterus. | | 


i. OBS$ERVATION CCXXVI. 


In June 1686, 1 delivered two ſiſters within a 


few days of one another, whoſe children preſented 
both the buttocks. As ſoon as I was come to the 
firſt, a woman told me that the waters were gone 
off, and that ſhe voided a great deal of a black 


matter. I ſoon conjectured what part preſented, 


this being almoſt always a certain mark, when it 
happens in the beginning of labour. I touched 


her however, to be quite ſure, and found a round 


ſoft, body, with a ſeparation in the middle, which 
„ & + I 6 Wh, a began 


— 
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began at the bottom of the pm and ended be- 
tween the thighs; the ſerotum put me quite out of 
doubt; the head too, beſides its largeneſs and 
roundneſs, being hard and without any ſeparation, *' 

The child not being much engaged, and the 
woman without pain, I eafily puſhed it back and 
brought-it- out by the feet, and by that means pre. 
vented the labour from being a lingering one, as 
it would in all likelihood otherwiſe have been. 


REFLEXION. 


There is no wonder that the meconium ſhould 
come away in this caſe, when we conſider the 
ſture of the child, together with the contractions 
of the aterus and endeavours of the mother, which 
muſt have compreſ#d the inteſtines to a very great 
degree. - | #1070 


OBSERVATION CCXXVI. 


The third of December 1698, I was ſent for to 
a citizen's wife who was in lalour; but it was fo 
flow, that ſhe would not ſend for me tho“ ſhe had 
been in it. for two days. I found that the waters 
were gone off; the meconium came away in great 
plenty, and her pains were exceeding weak and 
remote, tho? the head was advanced far enough to 
make us expect the delivery as ſoon as the pains 
ſhould grow ſtronger. I gave her a ſharp glyſter, 
which griped her much, but made no alteration 
in her labour, The child ſtill ſeemed alive by fome 
little motions it made, which however were fo 
weak, that I could not truſt entirely to them. 
Her pains grew ſtronger at about twelve o clock 
at night, and I delivered her of a dead child, all 
over daubed with meconium, She was fo: — 


F 
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that it was with a great deal of OT" that "” 
got up again in ſix weeks. * 


REFLEXION, 


1 am of opinion, that when the child preſents 
right, and the meconium comes away, it is owing 
to its being dead, or ſo weakened by ſome other 
diſtemper, that che inteſtinal fibres are ſo relaxed 
as not to be able to retain it. 


C HAP. XIII. 
Of the navel-ſtring's preſenting, 


HEN the head preſents right and wholly 
W fills. up the paſſage, and the navel,ſtring 
comes down before it, the child almoſt always pe- 
riſhes, unleſs the woman be delivered as ſoon as 
the Arim appears, which is often impoſſible to be 
done; for in this caſe the navel-ftring is ſo ſtrongly 
preſs'd between the child's head and the bones of 
the pelvis, that the circulation of the blood is ab- 


ſolutely intercepted thereby, 


OSE R VAT ION CCXXVIII, 


The third of January 1689, I was deſired to 
lay a weaver's wife, whom I found in true /abour, 
with ſtrong preſſing pains. During the ſhort in- 
terval which the pains gave me, I enquired into 
the ſituation of the child. I found it thro' the 
membranes pretty near and well placed; the pains 
continuing, the waters came away, the navel-ftring 
following to a foot's length. But fortunately the 

ins continued ſo briſk, that they expelled the 
child before I had time to make myſelf uneaſy 


about this unforeſeen accident; and yet notwith- 
ſtanding 


„ 
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ſtanding the quickneſs of the work, the child was 
ſo weak that I thought it dead; but it recovered 
and did very well. 


REFLEXION. 


When I touched this woman, the pains followed 
ſo cloſe upon one another, that the waters never 
retired upwards enough to give me liberty to diſ- 


cover the ſtring ; but what cauſed my ignorance, 
alſo ſaved the child's life. | | 


OBSERVATION CCXXIX. 


The ſeventh of December 1693, I was fetched 
to a butcher's wife, whoſe pains were ſtrong, but 
very diſtant ; the membranes puſhed down ſtrongly, 
and the waters hindered me from feeling the child, 
which forced me to ſtay till the pain was off; and 
as I certainly felt the head, tho” afar off, I re- 
mained quiet till the waters were come away; af- 
ter which I examined to ſee what progreſs the head 
had made. I was ſurprized with finding a great 
length of the naveliſtring out of the wterus ; but 1 
was ſoon made eaſy again, the head not being 
come down far enough to hinder me from ſlidi 
my hand into the aterss, and ſeeking for the feet. 
This was executed almoſt as ſoon as thought of, 
and there came forth a ſtout boy, who as well as 
the mother was in very good health. 


REFLEXION., 


The ring was exceeding ſmall and ſoftiſh, which 
might be the reaſon of my not feeling the pulſation 
before the coming away of the waters. 


OB$SZzR- 
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OBsERVATION CCXXX. 


The third of September 1695, a plowman's wife 
near the town of Chifreval, half a league off this 
place, being in labour, the waters came away, and 
were followed by the firing, which came out to a 
conſiderable length. A neighbour that knew more 
than the midwife, knowing that this accident was 
not without danger, ſent a man and on horſe 
for me in a hurry. I loſt no time, going as 
faſt as a good horſe could carry me. I found her 
with preſſing pains, which encreaſed continually ; 

the head was far advanced, and the firing cold and 
without any pulſation, notwithſtanding all the pre- 
cautions they had taken to keep it warm, both by 
reducing and puſhing it in, when they could do it, 
and by holding warm cloths to it, I made her 
get up and fit in her huſband's lap, and bid her 
hold in her breath, and puſh down as ſtrongly as 
if ſhe was going to ſtool ; in the mean time I diſ- 
engaged the head gently on both ſides with my 
fingers. She was delivered with the very firſt pain, 
but of a dead child, as I expected. I did not 
bring away the placenta immediately, to ſee if the 
circulation would not recover its courſe ; but find- 
ing this uſeleſs, I finiſhed my work and left her 

in a pretty good ſtate. 
. REFLEXION. 

This woman aſſured me that ſhe had felt her 
child give a great leap, leſs than half a quarter of 
an hour before I came. : 

We muſt always be very cautious in examining 
children that come forth dead, having ſeen ſeveral 
that have come to themſelves again, after the ring 
has been cut, by putting them before the fire, 

PR Or” : cm: waſhing 
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waſhing them with hot wines or _—_ ſome in- 


to their mouths. 2 I ” 


Ov rf 10 CCXXXIL 


Ten or twelve days akier, 1 was. feachadii in the 
ſame hurry to a neighbour of this woman, who 
was in the like circumſtances. She had been a long 
time in labour; the child's head, tho? not far ad- 
vanced, was enough ſo as to preſs the firing, and 
ſtop the circulation of the blood, which I knew: by 
its want of pulſation, coldneſs and flabbineſs, tho? 
the midwife had done all ſhe could to keep up its 
heat, by puſhing it back into the vagina, and even 
behind the head, before it was ſo far advanced, 
and had cheriſhed it with warm cloths. - As her 
pains were very diſtant and flight, and did-not 
grow ſtronger by her changing her ſituation, I 
placed her acroſs the bed, eaſily puſhed back the 
head, and ſoon finiſhed the delivery by bringing out 


the feet ; ; but the child was dead. I brought away 


the placenta, and the mother did very well. 


OBSERVATION CCXXXII 


The ſeventeenth of Auguſt 1699, a ſhoemaker's 
wife being in labour, the — broke, and the 
ſtring came out with the waters. The midwife ſent 
for me immediately; but being out of the way, I 
was not with her till above a quarter of an hour 
after. The firing was cold, and without any pul- 
ſation, norwithſianding the care the midwife had 


taken to reduce it behind the head as long as ſhe - 


could, it always falling out again as the pains re- 
turned; the child too had ceaſed to move ever 
ſince the appearance of the Aring, whence I judged 
it dead. 

The 


"Ty 
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The pains being continual and the head far ad- 
vanced into the vagina, I was in hopes that ſhe 
would ſoon be delivered; but ſeeing that things 
remained in the ſame ſtate, and that the woman 
was tormented to no purpoſe, the length of the 
time ſince the ſtring was come out making it ſure 
that the child was dead, (its being cold, withered, 
and without any pulſation, leaving no room to 
doubt of the child's death,) I reſolved to deliver 
Her. I tried in vain to puſh back the head, it was 
too much locked in, the pains were too conſtant, 
and the uterus bore down too much. Upon this I 
changed my deſign, opened the head with my knife, 
introduced my hand into it, uſing it hook faſhion, 
and by that means finiſhed the delivery. She ſoon 
recovered. 


REFLEXqHtON. 


The delivery ought to be attempted as ſoon as we 
find that the firing preſents before the head, it be- 
ing to no purpoſe to try to reduce it behind the 
head, which at that time fills up the whole paſſage, 
and can only admit you to puſh it back into the 
vagina, aud it will fall down again at every pain 
and if you have done ſo much as to reduce it into 
the uterus, what hinders you from finiſhing the de- 
livery at once, by ſeeking for the feet; the chief 
difficulty is then over. 

The heat of the fring depending on the blood 
that circulates within it, the warm cloths which 
are uſed to cheriſh it up, are uſeleſs, for if the 
circulation is once ſtopped, they will not reſtore it. 

I think that it is more adviſeable to let the firing 
hang out than puſh it back into the vagina, the 
contortions it muſt then be in being able in ſome 
manner to obſtruct the circulation. 

: When 
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When a child is in an unnatural ſituation, the 
Aring not being compreſs'd between the bones, the 
danger is og . near ſo Urgent, 


OBSE RVATION CCXXXIIIL 


The ſeventeenth of Nee 1700, a footman 
was ſent for me with all ſpeed to go three leagues 
off to his miſtreſs, who thought that ſhe had till 
three weeks to go, and yet was in labour when he 
came away. She was brought to bed above three 
hours before I could be with her. I found the 
child between her legs; the placenta had not hen 
brought away, and the pulſation of the firing 
exceſlively ſtrong, and the child had no * — 
injured. 


OBsERvaTtTion CCXXXIV. 


Mrs. being ſeized with a pain, had but 
juſt time to throw herſelf upon the bed, and the 
child was born, without there being any body pre- 
ſent who had the ſenſe to give a pull to the fring 
and placenta, She remained above two hours in 
that condition, without the child being injured 
by it, 


OBSERVATION CCXXXV. 


The counteſs off.. who lived ſix leagues 
off, was brought to bed above two hours before I 
came to her; I found the child ſtill holding by 
the ſtring, the placenta not being detached, and 
the circulation was very perceptible. She would 
not ſuffer any body to touch her, and it was lucky 
that I came fo ſoon as I did, it being but three 
o' clock, and I was not to be there till the evening. 


I had no more trouble than uſual in bringing awa 
p theſe 
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the glacenta s, tho*: theſe women had been brought 
to bed ſo long beßore I came, 


ReEFLEXION, 


The an were as hot, or rather hotter than 
che mother and child, tho* nothing had been done 
to them u keeping them in bed along . 
the child. 6 

One — have expected forme difficulty in 
bringing away theſe placenta's, on account of the 
contraction which happens to the os tince as ſoon 
45 we _ is dern; which however was not the 
on.” 


——_ RVATION CCXXXVI. 


The ſecond of June 1711, as I was near Pont 
I Eveque to lay a lady, I was deſired to go to a neigh- 
bour of mine, a plowman's wife, who was ſix months 
gone with child, and had a quartan fever, whoſe 
fits were very ſharp. 1 found her ſo ill, that ſhe 
had. loſt her ſenſes, her pulſe was unequal and in- 
termitted. I did not know what to order her, beſides 
ſome water with a toaſt in it for her common drink, 
with at moſt one or two ſpoonfuls of wine in a 
great glaſs of it to quench her thirſt ; and the next 
day, which was to be her well day, a glyſter of 
whey with a ſpoonful of honey to open her body; 
aſſuring them at the ſame time that ſhe was in great 
danger of miſcarrying. I faw her the next day, 
but ſhe was only ſo far better as not to be delirious, 
I aſked her whether ſhe could tell exactly how far 
ſhe was gone of her time, and whether her child 
was alive and ſtrong ; to which ſhe anſwered, that 
ſhe was fix months and a half gone with child, but 
that it had been much weaker for a few days paſt. 
1 came to her again in the height of her fit, nl 

too 


4 
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took notice that ſhe made ſome motions with her 
arms and hips, and ſhewed ſome uneàſineſs. 
I was told upon aſking thoſe about her, for ſhe. 
herſelf was delirious, that ſhe had n6t theſe mo- 
tions in her other fits. I touched her, not doubt- 
ing of labour being the cauſe of them. I found 
the waters ready gathered, but the child's head 
ſtill very high. I fat down to wait the event, 
and ſoon perceived a more violent motion; l touched 
her again, the waters came away, and the head 
preſented with the ſtring before it; whereupon 1 
immediately puſhed back the head and brought 
away the feet, The placente followed without 
my having the trouble to looſen it. The child 
lived fix days. She had two very bad fits after 
this, but her lochia having ceafed, I gave her an 
ounce of bark in powder, which carried off her 


fever, 


.REFLEXION. __ 


I have * very good ſucceſs given glyſters with 
half an ounce of bark decocted in water, to women 


while their lachia were on. 


C'H A FE © . = 
"# the placen ta's coming out before the child. 


HEN the placenta preſents before the child, 
whether it be ftill at the bottom of the 
vagina, or come out wholly or in part, there is al 
ways a conſiderable flooding : In this caſe the placenta 
muſt withont any delay be taken away, and the 
child delivereu, otherwiſe both mother and child 


muſt inevirably periſh, 


XR 2 OBsSE R« 
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OBSERVATION CCXXXVII. 


The twenty-third of March 1687, I was fetched 
in haſte to a lady two leagues off, who was ſudden- 
ly taken with a flooding during the laſt month of 
her pregnancy; but the flooding was fo exceſſive by 
the detachment of the placenta which J found out, 
that ſhe was dead a long time before I could be 
with her. No body could tell me the cauſe of this 
accident. 


REFLEXI1ON, 


Could I have been with this lady ſooner, I 
make no doubt but I ſhould have ſaved her life, 
the placenta having already prepared the way, and 
the os tince in floodings being always ſoft, and eaſily 
ſuſceptible of a ſufficient dilatation for delivery. 


OBSERVATION CCXXXVIII. 


The thirteenth of February 1696, a thraſher of 
the pariſh of &. Germain de Tournebut, fetched me 
to his wife, who had been in labour ever ſince the 
day before, and had a flooding for two hours paſt. 
I went immediately, tho? it was a league off. As 
I entered the yard, ſeveral women were coming 
out ſhrieking. I found the placenta which the laſt 
pain had thrown out of the vagina, and the blood 
pouring down in great abundance. I pulled away 
the placenta, ſlid my hand into the uterus, and 
brought away the child by the feet, but it died 
after being chriſtened. The mother herſelf was 
very near dying, and had I been in bed ſhe muſt 
infallibly have periſhed, a few minutes later putting 
it out of my power to be of any ſervice to her. 

She 
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She recovered pretty ſoon, notwithſtanding the 
great quantity of blood ſhe had loſt. 


REFLEXION,. 


When the placenta preſents at the entry of the va- 
gina, it is then wholly detached and detained from 
coming quite out, by nothing elſe but its bigneſs and 
connection to the membranes, which are tore open by 
pulling it away, as it certainly happened here, the 
waters which mixed with the blood at that time 
making the diſcharge exceſſive. Authors adviſe to 
make an opening into the placenta, and bring away 
the child thro' it to avoid tearing the membranes. 
But the placenta notwithſtanding that opening would 
be continually falling down and occupying the pal- 
ſage; and the only inconvenience which can ariſe - 
from having the membranes tore, 1s the leaving any 

rt of them in the azerus, which if it happens, 
can be cleared away with more eaſe than the pla- 
centa can be tore thro”, 


OBsERvaTlon CCXXXIX. 


The ſixteenth of OZ:Fer 1710, a barber's wife 
being in a very ſlow labour for two days, the pains 
encreaſed at night, and a very great flooding en- 
ſued ; the midwife gave me notice of it imme- 
diately. Finding the flooding exceſſive, I laid her 
immediately acroſs the bed with a deſign to lay her. 
The midwife told me, that the waters were pre- 
pared, and that at the encreaſe of the pains ſhe 
expected to have them come away, but had been 
ſurprized with ſeeing blood inſtead of water z that 
thereupon ſhe had not touched her any more. I 
found the placenta occupying wholly the vagina, and 
puſhing almoſt out of it, I immediately pulled 


it away, whereupon the membranes being tore, the 
| X 3 waters 
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waters came in great plenty, and I brought away 
a dead child by the feet. The whole did not laſt 
a quarter of an hour. I did not perceive that 
there remained any more of the membranes in the 
uterus, than when the placenta comes after the 
child, She was ſome time in recovering her 
health, having been ſickly during her pregnancy. 


REFLEXION. 


How would it have been poſſible here to tear 
open this placenta which filled all the vagina. 
When the placenta is looſened but in part, then 
that method is to be followed. 


OBsERVAT1ion CCXL, 


The twenty-third. of June 1702, I was fetched 
by three in the morning to the town of Marande, to 
a woman who was in danger of her life with a 
flooding. I found part of the placenta detached 
and coming down to the entry of the vagina, the 
flooding encreaſing every minute, I found no dif- 
ficulty in ſiding my hand along this placenta into 
the uterus, to fee how the child prefented, and I 
met with the ſide I puſhed it on along the thighs 
and legs till I came to the feet, which I brought 
out as high as the thighs, then turned the child to 
place its face downwards, and finiſhed the delivery, 
I brought away the placenta with the ſame eaſe; 
there was above half of it detached. The child 
died ſoon after, and the mother was very near 
going too, the flooding having continued till the 
evening, but not to the ſame exceſs, tho* enough 
to wet the bed thro' and run upon the floor. I 
had her laid on the ſtraw bed, with rags dipt 
in oxycrate upon the loins, which I changed 
every now and then, without leaving any 2 

6 ner 


* 
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her that could keep up any heat, I gave her a fe 
ſpoonfuls of broth now and then, with cold water 
for her drink. The flooding: being conſiderably di- 
miniſhed in the evening, I left her and ſhe reco- 
vered, tho” not of a long time. in 


CHAP. XV. I. 
Of womiting. 


HO? vomiting is one of the moſt. certain 
ſigns of a ſpeedy delivery, the ſhakings. 
which it occaſions, dialing the membranes to open; 
and the child to come forth; yet by laſting too long, 
it may become very hurtful, by making the wo- 
man throw up every thing ſhe took before ſhe was 
ill, and hindering her from taking any thing more 
to keep up her ftrength. When any black mat- 


ter is thrown up, the caſe is deſperate, n 


933 


OBsERVATION CCXLI. 


The twenty-eighth of April 1697, I was ſent for 
to the pariſh of Eroudeville, a league and a half 
from this place, to lay a woman whoſe child pre- 
ſented the buttocks, which the midwife miſtook for 
the head. The waters had been gone off two days; 
during which time ſhe had almoſt always very 
ſtrong pains, with a continual vomiting, which 
made her exceſſive weak, throwing up more than 
ſhe took in, there coming up black matter in 
clods which looked like hog's blood bailed, and 
had a very offenſive ſmell. The reddiſh. ſtinking 
ſerum which proceeded from the private parts, 
ſhewed that the child was dead. I ſoon brought 
it away, having found no difficulty in drawing 
down the | feet into the. paſſage, which was ſuffi- 


ciently dilated by the long ſtay the child had 
X 4 made 
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made in it, it was quite rotten and ſmelt pretty much 
like what ſhe vomited up, as did likewiſe what- 
ever followed the child. She died five or fix hours 
after, the long ſtay of the dead body having cor- 
rupted her maſs of blood, and being quite ex- 
hauſted for want of nouriſhment. 


REFLEXION. 


The black matter which ſhe threw up, was blood, 
which was extravaſated out of the veſſels broke by 
the violence of the vomiting, which acquired that 
ſmell, colour and conſiſtence, by the ſtay it made 
in the ſtomach. I cannot look upon a ſtinking 
breath as a ſign that the child is dead ; for there 
is no communication between the uterus and mouth 
but by the circulation, which, if once tainted, muſt 
ſoon put an end to the woman; beſides the child 
does not corrupt as long as it is contained in its 
waters, or there comes no air to it, and as ſoon as 
theſe waters come away the woman is delivered. 


+ Mp © 
Of the head of the child being too large, or the 


paſſage too narrow. 


Have already faid before, that tho* the child's 

preſenting the head is the moſt natural poſture 
it can come in, yet this very poſture may on ſome 
occaſions prove the moſt fatal, the ſurgeon — 
his hand tied up, and being forced to have recourſe 
to inſtruments. ; 

When a woman is truly in labour, that the pains 
are ſtrong and preſſing, that the ſurgeon finds the 
the waters prepared and the child's head preſent- 
ing, tho“ at ſo great a diſtance as not to be —_ 
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of it, but after ſeveral trials; when the pains en- 
creaſing, break the membranes and diſcharge 


the wa- 
ters without the head's coming any more forwards; 
when one or two days paſs in this manner, the wo- 
man's ſtrength being exhauſted by the length of 
the labour and the violence of the pains, without any 
change happening in the ſituation of the child, 
which from being ſtrong, remains without motion: 
We may be ſure this is owing either to the head 
being too large, or the paſſage between the bones 
too narrow, which will occaſion exactly the ſame 


difficulty. [ This paſſage is formed by the articul- 


tion of the inferior vertebræ of the loins, with the 
ſuperior part of the os ſacrum, which throws for- 
wards, and leaye but a very ſmall ſpace between it 
and the os pubis; the ofa iſcbia too ſometimes have 
ſome ſhare in ſtreightning this paſſage ; this has 
often occaſioned me a great deal of trouble and 
labour in turning children in unnatural ſituations, 
but ſtill more ſo when the head has been ſo locked 
in, as to require inſtruments to bring away the 
child.] In this caſe delivery is our only refuge. 


OBsERVATION CCXLIL 


The third day of May 1700, a ſhoemaker's wife, 

a neighbour of mine, whom I had happily delivered 
of her firſt child, being big of a ſecond, deſired 
me to give her aſſiſtance when ſhe ſhould want it. 
As ſoon as the was taken ill, ſhe let me know it. 
I found her with ſtrong urging pains. As I made 
no doubt but her labour would ſoon be over, I 
touched her to make myſelf more certain of it, 
but was deceived in this firſt trial; which I attri- 
buted to the waters intercepting my way. I éſtaid 
for the going off of the next pain before I touched 
her, when the waters were retired. I found the 
head of the child thro' the membranes, but ſtill at a 
| great 
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great diſtance. Some time aſter I touched her 
again, but finding no alteration, I went about my 
other buſineſs. I frequently called upon her in a 
day, and always found her with continual pains, with- 
out the child's coming forwards; though by the 
ſtrength of its motions it ſhewed its diſpoſition 
to come into the world. Two days and two nights 
paſſed in this manner. She was quite exhauſted 
by the various poſitions I made her try, and the vio- 
lence of her pains, joined with continual vomiting 
ſhe was ſeized with on the laſt day, not having had 
an hour's reſt; the child was ſo weak, that ſhe 
was uncertain whether it was alive, and its head 
had no ways changed its poſition, tho* the waters 
had been come away above thirty hours: It re- 
mained fixed at the extremity of the vagina, or 
entrance of the pelvis, and ſo far off, that I could 
but juſt reach it with my finger. Seeing no ob- 
ſtacle on the mother's ſide, whom I had delivered 
the year before with a great deal of caſe, I judged 
that the child's head was too large to paſs between 
the bones; whereupon. I reſolved to deliver her. 
J laid her acroſs the bed, ſlid my hand by the 
head, and brought the feet to the paſſage, the face 
being downwards. I pulled out the child as far as 
the arm-pits, then diſengaged both arms; finding 
a reſiſtance in the head, I introduced a finger into 
the mouth, pulling the body with one hand, and 
the jaw with the other; ſometimes ſtrait on, and 
fometimes ſhaking it ſideways, upwards and down- 
wards, but without uſing much force, for I was 
afraid leſt the head ſhould remain behind; by 
theſe means I brought it out, and it was of a ſur- 
prizing bigneſs. 


O8 E R 
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OBSsERVAT TON CCXLIII. 

This Woman being in labour the next year, 
ſent again for me. I found the child briſk and 
ſtrong, but at a great diſtance. : I did nothing 
then, but went home to bed; and about 'five in 
the morning was called up, the pains having en- 
creaſed conſiderably. As I was going to touch 
her, the menbraues broke, and an arm followed the 
waters. I was glad of it, being obliged, without 
any more delay, to ſlide my hand along the arm, 
and bring the feet to the paſſage. The body and 
head came away with much leſs difficulty than at 
the firſt time; but I took the ſame precautions, to 
run no riſæ. The waters which ſtill came away, 
made the uterus ſuſceptible of a ſufficient dilatation, 
and the pains ceaſing, as it often happens after the 


coming away of the waters, were ſo many things 
which made the work eaſy, * 


REFLEXION. 


Had this happened in her firſt very, it would 
have been attributed to the paſſage not being yet 
formed. | | | 

The arm's preſenting when I had felt the head 
before, was owing to its being ſtill in the waters, 
at the extremity of the vagina or entry of the pel- 
vis, without being yet engaged between the bones, 
ſo that it had fuil liberty to retire or to fall on 
either ſide, ſuffering by that means any other part 
to preſent. 

Had I been certain in the firſt caſe, that the 
length of the labour was owing to the bigneſs of 
the head, I had delivered her immediately, and 
1 

and 
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and myſelf much trouble, the waters having been 
gone off ſo long making it very laborious. 


 -OBSERvATION CCXLIV. 


A plowman's wife, a quarter of a league off, 
defired me to come to her on Eaſter day 1698, in 
the morning. She had been two days in labour, 
and the waters gone off twenty-four hours; her 
tongue and lips were parch'd, and her teeth furr'd 
up, her pains having been ſtrong and continual, 
without giving her any reſt, which made her ſo 
weak that ſhe was not able to ſpeak, I touched 
her to ſee how the child preſented, and I found 
the head preſenting, as the midwife had told me; 
but luckily it was further off, than ſhe had related. 
The woman could not tel] whether the child was 
alive or dead, I reſolved to deliver her, and to 
that purpoſe introduced my hand to the bottom 
of the vagina, and puſhed back the head, tho' 
with ſome difficulty, the uterus being dry and em- 
bracing the child very cloſely ; the head too was 
ſomewhat engaged in the pelvis, and ſo ſwelled by 
its long ſtay there, that it was marked all round. 
Having overcome this difficulty, I ſlid my hand 
by it, and took hold of the feet after having di- 
ſtinguiſned them from the hands, and diſentangled 
them from the fring and membranes with which 
they were in a manner wrapped up, which is not 
fo eaſy to be done, as one who has never prac- 
tiſed it, would imagine. I put them together and 
brought them down to the paſſage, and pulled till 
I came to the arms, which I diſengaged one after 
another. Finding that the head made ſome re- 
ſiſtance, I paſſed my hand flat- ways under the chin, 
and introduced two fingers into the mouth; then 
acting with both hands, ſometimes together and 
ſometimes ſeparately, I brought away the child, _ 

notwin- 
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notwithſtanding all this was in you — beak, 
and the e got up in ten t . 


REFLEXION, 


If the cauſe of the difficulties of theſe. /abours 
could be foreſeen, the delivery would be performed 
in the beginning with a great deal more eaſe, as 
the head at that time is not at all engaged in the 
pelvis, and the uterus does not embrace the child 
ſo cloſe, the waters not admitting it. | 


Ona 2s e CCXLV. 


The eleventh of December 168 * was fetched 
to the pariſh of Sanſemenil to deliver a woman who 
had been in labour two days and two nights. 
The waters had gone off, and the child had pre- 
ſented at the crowning for twenty-four hours, with- 
out having either advanced or retired. The pains 
had diſcontinued by degrees ever ſince, ſo that 
thoſe ſhe had now were very ſlight, and the child 
that ſeemed ſtrong at firſt, was grown ſo weak, 
that ſhe had not felt it ſince a violent motion it 
made, which gave her a great deal of pain, There 
came a reddiſh ſtinking ſerum from the private 
parts, and they were ſo tumefy'd and filled with 
the head, that ſhe could neither go to ſtool nor 
make water. She was very feveriſh, and drank 
continually ; her belly was ſwelled, her breath bad, 
and her pulſe weak. I tried firſt to empty the 
bladder with the catheter, or by puſhing back the 
head, but I could do neither, the wretbra being too 
much compreſſed by the head, which being too 
much locked in to be puſhed back, I ſhould ſooner 
have broke into. I tried then to give her a glyſter 
but ſtill in vain. | * 9 

N- 
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f Conſidering the* condition the mother was in, 

that the child after that violent motion twenty-four 

hours before had given no ſigns of life ever ſince, 

I made no doubt of its being dead, without ground- 

ing my judgment upon the ill ſmell of her breath, 

which was nothing but a ſymptom of her fever; 

I reſolved to deliver her with the crelchet: To this 

end. I placed her in à right ſituation; and tried to 

fix it in the ear or eye, but the parts were ſo tu. 

mefied that I could find neither; fo I fixed it upon 

the occipital bone, pulled out the piece, and ap- 

plied it again on ſeveral other parts; the hold not 


— 1 2 a. wc tw 


being better, gave way as the firſt, but by pulling 
away ſo many pieces, the head leſſened in its bulk, 
and I found means to alter its poſition little, ſo 
that I fixed the crolcbet in one of the orbits, and 
gave it fo good a hold, that I brought away the 
child at one pull. Thus did I finiſh a delivery, 
which at the beginning had been very hopeful. 
The mother did very well afterwards, and I have 
delivered her ſince with a great deal of eaſe, the 
child's head not being ſo large, or ſo hard. 

Had the paſſage been larger the head- had not 
remained locked in, and if it had been leſs it had 
paſſed as eaſily as that of the firſt children, and 
the laſt. The emollient fomentations and embro- 
cations of the antients can be of no ſervice here, 
as they can't diminiſh the ſize of the head. They 
imagined the difficulty proceeded from the exter- 
nal parts, and adviſed them accordingly. 

I entirely diſlike the crotebet, tho? at this time I 
was obliged to uſe it. | 


OBSERVATION CCXLVI. 


| The twenty-third of March 1694, I was fent 
i for to lay a woman at the pariſh of Trel, two 


[ leagues off this place; ſhe had been in labour = 
| ce 
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ſince the day before, and the child's hand had fol- 
lowed the waters. The hand being very ſmall, I 
thought the work would ſoon be over. I. intro- 
duced mine into the vagina with a great deal of 
eaſe, and got as high as the ſuperior part of the 
os ſacrum, or inferior vertelræ of the loins, which 
bent inwards in ſuch a manner, and left ſo little 
ſpace between them and the jos pubis, that I was 
forced to repeat my work four or five times before 
I could bring away the feet; becauſe my hand 
alone, when opened, was as much as could paſs, 
and could not drawn back when it had hold of 
the foot. I tried to uſe a fillet, but to no purpoſe, 
it was too far to carry it, and my arm was too 
much ſqueezed to be able to fix it to the foot; 1 
drew one at laſt between two fingers, and the other 
being fortunately by it, followed almoſt of itſelf, 
having had the good luck to get hold of the far- 
theſt firſt, I joined them together, and finiſhed 
the delzvery, acting very gently and putting my 
finger into the child's mouth, which I was forced to 
puſh much higher than uſual, by way of precau- 
tion. I am perſuaded, that had not this child 
been very little, ſhe never could have been delzyered 
at all. It was till alive, but died a quarter of an 
hour after. The. navel-ſtring being very ſmall, I 
was obliged to be ny cautious in bringing away 
the placenta. 


} 


REFLEXION. 


Had this child been as big as they generally 
are, I could never have delivered this woman, and 
I muſt have had recourſe to the ceſarean operation, 
this being the only caſe that requires it. There was 
but juſt room between the bones for me to intro- 
duce 10 hand eee and when I puſhed on my 

- boi! arm, 
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arm, it was ſo ſqueezed that I was forced to draw 


[2 


it away immediately. 


I Ws furprized to find this child alive, ſmall 


as it was; which was owing to the midwife 


Not 


touching it when ſhe ſaw the arm, and the mother 


having no pains afterwards. 
CHA P. XVII. 
Of the head being locked in the paſſage. 


HEN the head has once entered too narrow 


a pelvis, it is forced forwards by the 
which act on the child, and grows longiſh and 


pains 


flat 


to fit itſelf to the mould of the paſſage. This fo 
ſwells out the hairy ſcalp, that it looks like another 
head. The more it gets forwards the faſter it is 
locked in, and without being able to make its way 
thro*'; in the ſame manner that a ſtone, which 
ſhuts 9 entrance of a vault cannot be drawn thro? 
becauſe it grows larger as it goes in, and the hole 


which receives it, narrower. In this caſe we 


are 


obliged to have recourſe to inſtruments to diminiſh 


the bulk of the head. 
Ons ERVATION CCXLVII. 


I he ſeventh of January 1689, a plowman's wife 
of the pariſh of Haberville, who had been in labour 


two days, ſent for me. I went, and found 


her 


very weak ; the child's head appeared outwards as 
broad as one's hand, without having advanced a 
finger's breadth for twenty-four hours; the begin- 
ning of the labour was very promiſing, the pains 
followed as one could wiſh, the head was well 
placed, and the waters ſhewed themſelves in a rea- 
ſonable quantity, and came away regularly. After 


ſome very ſharp pains, which laſted ſome ho 


urs, 


the 


* C 
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the head advanced by degrees toithe' place it was 
now in, without moving after. She had not felt 
the child ſtir for twelve hours paſt. I perceived 
that the waters which proceeded from the private 
parts had an offenſive ſmell; but this was not ſuf- 
ficient to engage me to deliver her, becauſe; not be- 
ing able to act with my hand; there was no hope 
left but in the inſtruments, and theſe we are forbid 
to uſe without a certain knowledge of the child's 
death; wherefore I waited ten or twelve hours, 
examining matters as ſtrictly as I could, to make 
myſelf certain of it. Being convinced, as much 
as the cafe would admit, I opened the head with 
my knife, and diſcharged part of the brain, after 
which I uſed my hand like a hook, fixing it in 
the inſide of the cranium, and drew away the child 
in an inſtant; it ſeemed to have been dead a long 
while. The mother was a conſiderable time before 


ſhe recovered her ſtrength. 
% . 
OBSERVATION CCXLVIII. 


The fourth of May 1686, I was fetched to a 
plowman's wife, of the pariſh of Sanſemeſnil, who 
had been in labour two days, and her pains were ſo 
ſharp and continual; that ſhe had not two hours 
reſpite after they began. She told me, that at firſt 
ſhe could feel her child very ſtrong, but that at- 
terwards it grew much weaker, and that at laſt it 
made one violent motion, which cauſed her a great 
deal of pain and emotion, and had not ſtirred 
ſince. I touched her, and found the child ſituated 
as well as I could wiſh, The head was advanced in 
the paſſage, and fo little ſqueezed, that I could 
paſs my fingers all round. Her pains were ſtill 
ſtrong enough to make me hope that ſhe would be 
brought to bed, but the reddiſh /erwy which came 


from the private parts, with an offenſive cadave- 
| þ - rous 


* 
Fd 
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rous ſmell determined me to deliver her. I laid 


her acroſs the bed in a proper ſituation, and tried to 
puſh up and turn without any other help but that 
of my hand. The eaſe I found in turning my 
fingers round the head, encouraged me to it, and 
I had done it, if there had been no other difficulty 
to overcome than this, which is generally the moſt 
troubleſome ; but having puſhed my hand with the 
ſame eaſe to the extremity of the vagina, which. 
found very ſuſceptible of dilatation, when I came 
to the ſhoulders, which were pretty near it, I tried 
in vain to puſh them back, ſo ſtrongly were they 
fixed in this place; the uterus gathered about the 
child ſo cloſely, that I can compare it to nothing 
elſe but a glove that fits tight upon the hand, ha- 
ving been put on by force; the ſpace too between 
the vertebræ of the loins, os ſacrum, iſchium and pu- 
bis, was fo little, that I was forced to have recourſe 
to the crochet, being induced to it by the liberty I 
had of fixing it where I pleaſed. —_— that 
the body would follow at the firſt pull, I applied it 
upon the occipital bone, as being the neareſt at 
hand, but it made ſo little reſiſtance that I tore it 
away at the firſt pull. I tried afterwards to fix it 
in the foramen of the ear, which I eaſily found 
but the head was ſo looſe, turning as upon a pin, 
that J loſt my hold ſeveral times; but having fixed 
it well at laſt, at one ſtroke I pulled away the os 
petroſum and parietale, 1 had then the ſame trou- 
ble in fixing it in the orbit; but this alſo gave way, 


juſt as I thought the work was done; the bar 


which detained the ſhoulders forcing me to uſe 
much violence, I tried then once more to find the 
feet, but it was ſtill more difficult than before, the 
ſhoulders having come ſomewhat forwards and 
filled the paſſage ſtill more : But what kept up my 
hopes was, that I brought away with my hand the 
other parietal bone, and the inferior jaw; ſo that 
>& y 
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of all the cranium, there remained now nothing but 
the ſuperior jaw. I then reſted a little, being very 
much fatigued. Returning to my buſineſs, 1 
cleared the vagina: The child having ſomewhat 
advanced, as I ſaid, gave me an opportunity to 
wrap up the neck in a cloth, and to take hold of 
it with both hands, as high as I could in the vagina, 
above the remains of the head, which ſerved me 
as a direction. I then encouraged the woman to 
make her laſt endeavour, charging at the ſame time 
the aſſiſtants, to hold her very faſt ; my feet reſted 
againſt the ſide of the bed, and every thing was fo 
well conducted, that the child came forth. The 
mother, notwithſtanding: this terrible labour, got 
up again very ſoon, and I have delivered her ſince. 
But the fatigue was ſo great that I was not well 
tor ſeveral days. Hy ry 


OB82RvaTtion COXLIX: 


The ſecond of Auguſt 1689, I was ſent. for to 
the pariſh of Dorilande, to a plowman's wife, who 
had been in labour two days; I found her without 
pain, and the head of the child advanced at the 
paſſage, and ready to appear at the crowning. The 
midwife told me, that the pains were very ſharp 
the firſt day, but had leſſened by degrees, and 
entirely ceaſed for four or five hours paſt ; that the 
child ſtirred very plainly not long before. I exa- 
mined its ſituation, which I found very advanta- 
gious, and ſuch a one as ſhould not have reſiſted 
the pains ſhe had ſuffered, unleſs there had been 
ſome more remote impediment. I aſked whether 
the head had never been more advanced. I was 
told, that in the height of a pain it came ſome- 
what forward, and retired when it was over; but 
that ever ſince the pains had ceaſed, it had always 


remained as it was now. I ſtaid three or four 
0 3 hours 
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hours longer without finding any alteration, but I 
made myſelf certain of the death of the child, 
and reſolved to deliver her. I introduced my hand 
into the vagina, where I found full liberty to ſlide 
it along the head, as far as the ſhoulders, which 
filled the paſſage ſo exactly, that they would not 
allow my hand to go further, but I found no 
trouble in puſhing them back; after which I took 
hold of the feet and brought them down to the 

ſſage, and ſoon put an end to the delivery. I 
ound fome trouble in bringing away the placenta, 
but it came at laſt with a little patience, and both 
mother and child did very well. 


REFLEXION. 


My finding fo little difficulty in puſhing back 
the ſnoulders in this caſe, without being able to do 
it at all in the other, was, that the woman had 
not ſuffered ſuch long and violent pains, there 
was ſome- fluids left in the uterus to keep it foft and 
ſupple, and make it capable of dilatation ; in which 
caſe the turning of children is not attended with 


any difficulty; whereas it is very laborious when 
the uterus is quite dry, 


CH A P. XVIII 


Of the child's being flopped in the paſſage with 
the face upwards. 


[7 HEN the child preſents with the face up- 
wards, the labour is always lingering, and 
the danger great if it chances to be locked in the 


paſſage. 


| OBsSER- 


SU ma — 
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O25rnvarion CCL. 


A citizen's wife of Cherbowg, whoſe W were 
always lingering and dangerous, reſolved to em- 
ploy me, with the hopes of faring better. Being 
ſent for the eighth of September 1684, I went to 
her, and found her in labour, with the child rightly 
ſituated; but its weakneſs, and the lightneſs of her 
pains made me apprehend leſt this labour ſhould 
prove as bad as the reſt, I remained with her a 
day and two nights with my uſual patience; the 
ſecond day at noon the - pains grew ſtronger and 
more frequent, and ſhe was happily brought to 
bed of a boy in half an hour's time. | 

I was defired to do her the ſame piece of ſerviey 
two years after. I found that the child preſented 
right; the head indeed filled the paſſage very 
much, but I did not imagine there was any thing 
uncommon. It was not in my power to judge of 
it otherwiſe, the child being too far advanced to 
inſtruct myſelf further. The pains, which were 
ſtrong, and without ceaſing, made me expect a. 
ſpeedy iſſue; but they leſſened in ſuch a manner, 
that in two or three hours time ſhe was without any; 
the child did not ſtir, but there was no other bad 
ſign, that could make me douht of its life. She 
had an involuntary emiſſion of urine, cauſed by the 
child's preſſing on the bladder. Two days paſſed 
on in this manner; the moſt unqueſtionable ſymp- 
toms of the child's death began to appear, and 
finding her ſubject to faintings, I took the reſolu- 
tion to lay her with the crotchet. In ufing ſome 
force to give it a good hold, I found that the child 
had the face upwards which ſurprized me, not ſuſ- 
pecting any thing elſe beſides the head's being 
locked in the pallage. I fixed the crotcbet in the 
eye, pulling it gently with one hand, ther other 


Y 3 keeping 
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keeping up the head underneath, and guarding 
the vagina from the crotebet; but the bigneſs of the 
head, and ill diſpoſition of the parts of the woman, 
having obliged. me to uſe. all my ſtrength, the 
crotchet brought away its hold, and fixed itſelf in 
the palm of my hand; but having partly perceived 
what was going to happen, I greatly moderated 
the force I pulled, with, ſo that I was not much 
hurt. 1 fobn after finiſhed: the delivery by means 
ob the opening I had made, pulling away part of 
the orbit, and evacuating part of the brain, which 
7 leſſening the bulk of the head, made it eaſier 
o paſs thro', as it did by the help of my fingers, 
which I uſed like a hook, but with more certainty 
and leſs danger. 1 afterwards brought away the 
placenta, which began to corrupt as well as the 
child, on account of our not daring to undertake 
deliveries of this nature without being ſure of the 


death of the child, or at leaſt as certain of it as 
the caſe will admit. | : | 


REFLEXION. 


Tho! this ſituation is in itſelf againſt nature, and 
renders the /abour lingering, yet T have ſeen fewer 
children periſh in this than any other, having never 
met but with two, where I was forced to uſe inſtru- 
ments; and out of four, where the children came 
of themſelves, I have at leaſt been deceived in two 
as to their ſituation, there being ſo little difference 
between the face being upwards or downwards, I 
have never been forced to turn any of them, unleſs 
when the labour has been complicated with ſome 
other accident, the pains being generally ſtronger 
than uſual, and not ceaſing but with the delivery, 
this being perhaps cauſed by the parts of the wo- 


man being more (irritated | by this ſituation, than 
the natural, | 
| "The 


A general Treatiſe of MIDWIFRY. 327 

The head being ſo ſtrongly locked in the paſ- 
ſage, muſt be owing to its largeneſs, to the hairy 
ſcalp being ſwelled, or the ill diſpoſition of the 
uterus, or all together. In theſe caſes, as ſoon as 
the child is diſengaged in the leaſt, the delivery 1s 
over, | | 

Having found the great benefit that accrues from 
evacuating the brain, I reſolved from thence never 
to uſe the crotebet, but when all other means proved 
ineffectual, 

The opening into the ſkull ought to be made 
with different inſtruments, according as the head 
is more or leſs advanced: If it preſents at the 
crowning, the knife may be uſed, there being no 
danger as long as the ſight directs the inſtrument ; 
if it is ſome little way in the vagina, the common 
ſciſſars may be thruſt into the head, opening them 
wide to enlarge the orifice; and in fine, if it is at 
the extremity of the vagina, I ule a piece of card 
or leather, which I conduct with my hand, and 
apply on the head, ſliding along it a knife which 
cuts but on one fide, and which I thruſt into the 
cranium, to make a proper orifice. 

It is often not ſufficient to have made an opening 
with the inſtrument; it muſt be enlarged by brea k- 
ing away little bits of theſe tender bones, to make 
room for the fingers to paſs in; as we don't pull 
away any part of the ſcalp, the roughneſs of the 
bones cannot hurt the woman, as it may when the 
crotchet is uſed, which tears away the ſcalp along 
with the bones, and by that means leaves their 
ſharp edges uncovered, | 


T2 CHAP 
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C H A P. XIX. 
Of the fide of the bead preſenting. 


HIS ſituation is ſo evidently known by the 

ear, that there is no miſtaking it. If the 
head is far advanced, the ſurgeon will want all his 
{ſkill to place it right, otherwiſe he muſt puſh up, 
and turn without any further delay. This is the 
ſureſt way to get out of danger, - for by trying to 
replace the head, we expoſe the child to die in 
the paſſage. Midwives i imagining that the head's 
— is ſufficient for a happy delivery, often 
ſuffer the head to come too low to be puſhed up, 
which forces us to have recourſe to inſtruments, 


OBSERVATION CCLI. 


The fifteenth of November 1686, a beadle's wife, 
exhauſted by the length of labour, the iſſue of 
which the midwife — promiſed happy for a day 
and two nights together, ſent for me. The child 
had not ſtirred for a long while; the face was u 
wards, and the head filled the vagina and laid crob- 
ways; fo that I found the car when I examined it. 
I defpaired of its being alive, not only becauſe it 
did not ſtir, and had the face upwards, but allo 
on account of this ill ſituation, which might inter- 
cept the courſe of the circulation in the veſſels of 
the neck ; this is however what reaſon ſuggeſts, 
tho experience is not always agreeable to it, as may 
be ſeen in one of my obſervations. All theſe con- 
fiderations, made me take ſuch meaſures, as would 
leave me no room to reproach myſelf with any 
thing in a doubt which I think of dangerous con- 
ſequence, ſo that I ſet about placing the head right. 
I ſaid till the pain was off, then acted as gently - 
I cou 


is; — 
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I could, but the return of the pain undid what I 
had done; however, with a little time and patience, 
and puſhing back with one hand under the ear, 
and drawing the vertex with the other, I could not 
indeed ſet the head entirely right, but I ſomewhat 
diſengaged it; and a very ſtrong pain coming on, 
the head came out far enough to enable me to ſlide 
my hands ſideways behind the ears, by which 
means I put an end to the delivery, The child was 
dead, and the mother was a long time before ſhe 
got up again. | 


REFLEXION. 


Had not the pains been as ſtrong and frequent 
as they were, this delivery could never have been 
brought to a happy iſſue, canſidering the badneſs 
of the ſituation. 


OBSERVATION CCLII. 


A plowman's wife of the pariſh of Ham, two 
leagues off, ſent to deſire my aſſiſtance. She had 
been in labour two days; the continuance and 
violence of her pains being unable to put an end 
to her delivery, though the midwife aſſured me 
that the child preſented the head. She was natu- 
rally of a ſtrong hail conſtitution, but was ſo ex- 
hauſted by the length of the /abour, that ſhe did not 
ſeem to have ſtrength enough to go thro? fo rude 
a ſhock. Her pulſe was weak and creeping, and ſhe 
continually threw up ſtreams of yellow and green 
bile, not being able to retain any thing, to keep 
up or get new ſtrength. As ſhe had not felt her 
child for thirty hours, and the ear ſhewed that the 
head preſented ſideways, I reſolyed upon delivering 


her. | 
I tried 
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I tried firſt to puſh up the child, but finding 
too much difficulty in it, not only becauſe of the 
extreme weakneſs of the mother, but alſo by the 
waters having been ſo long gone off, which cauſed 
the ulerus to embrace the child fo cloſely, that my 
hand could not find room to get in to ſearch for 
the feet; I was forced to pull the head outwards 
as much as I could, without uſing any violence, to 
apply my knife = the os parietale of the left 
fide, where J made an opening large enough to 
admit two fingers, which I thought ſufficient to 
empty part of the brain, and flide in my whole 
hand: After this I pitched upon a place to hook in 
my fingers inwardly, and by this means I finiſhed 
one of the moſt difficult births, without putting 
the mother to any pain. The child was quite black, 
and the cuticle was looſened in moſt parts of the 
body. An hour after, ſhe felt a Night pain in the 
right Hpocondrium, which afterwards became very 
ſharp; a difficulty of breathing came on, and I 
made no doubt of a ſpeedy death putting an end 
to the little life ſhe had left. I ordered her an 
anodyne glyſter and emollient fomentations for 
her belly, in which were dipped folded napkins, 
and changed as they grew cold. I left her in this 
condition, and heard no more of her for three 
weeks; when happening to be with a lady, a 
neighbour of her's, ſhe came there to ſee me, be 


ginning to recover-her health. L 


OBSERVATION CCLIII. 


The third of January 1693, a ſmith's wife find- 
ing labour coming on, ſent for her midwife ; the 
waters came away immediately, and ſhe touched 
her-to find out the ſituation of the child ; but not 
knowing what to make of it, ſhe ſent for me. I 
found by the ear that the child preſented the * 
; Qt 
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of the head, I made the midwife touch it, and 
as the waters were but juſt come away, and the 
uterus was (till ſoft and flexible, inſtead of applying 
myſelf to replace the head in its natural ſituation, 
I puſhed up and turned, and thus prevented the 
labour from being lingering, as it otherwiſe might 
have been, had I loſt this favourable opportunity. 
She was up again in eight days time. 


CHAP. XX. 


Of the child's preſenting dire&tly fideways, «eith 
one ear above, and the other below. 


AM always very cautious in aſſuring that the 

head preſents ; the buttocks, knees and ſhoul- 
ders, of a large child differing but little from it, 
and it being impoſſible to diſtinguiſh them from 
one another, when they are ſtill at a great di- 
ſtance z but even when the head preſents, it is not 
leſs difficult to decide poſitively in what manner it 
preſents; for if it is hard to find out when the 
head preſents partly ſideways, when we have the 
ear for a guide, it muſt be ſtill more fo when it 
preſents directly ſideways, there being no ſenſible 
difference between touching the head in this ſitua- 
tion and the moſt natural. 


OBSERVATION CCLIV. 


The twenty-ſeventh of March 1686, I was ſent 
for to a poor woman of the pariſh of Biniville, two 
leagues off, who had been in labour three days. 
The midwife aſſured me that the child was rightly 
fituated and the head far advanced ; that ſhe had 
for two days ſharp and continual pains, without the 
child advancing in the leaſt, tho? ſhe had not been 
wanting in helping her to the utmoſt, I 9 

8 ; the 
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very ill. 


the paſſage ſo filled by the child's head, that I 
could hardly paſs one of my fingers to try to diſ- 
engage it, imagining it as well as the midwife to 
be rightly ſituated. The child being dead paſt 
doubt, I was not very careful; but being willing 
to inform myſelf a little more, I puſhed my hand 

ſomewhat ſtrongly into the vagina, by which means 
I made way for'a reddiſh ſtinking ſerum to come 
away, with ſome hairs that ſtuck to my fingers. 
She immediately made a great deal of water, which 

ſhe had not done for thirty hours: This eaſed her 
much, and leſſened her belly, which before was 


exceſſively tenſe. Seeing the extremity ſhe was re- 


duced to, I laid her acroſs the bed with all the ne- 


ceſſary precautions, and opened the cranium and 


extracted part of the brain; having thus leſſened 
the bulk of the head, I came at the knowledge of 
its ſituation, which was thus; the face was on the 
right ſide, the hind part of the head on the left, 
one ear above and the other below, and I was no 
more able to bring it forwards, than if it had been 
nailed in. I tore away almoſt all the cranium, piece 
by piece, without my being able to ſhake in the 
leaſt the body of the child. - I introduced my hand 
underneath, and found a ſhoulder which I was not 
able to puſh back. I then proceeded upwards, 
and found the other ſhoulder, which was, as it 
were, hooked upon the os pubis, and I thought it im- 
practicable to paſs my hand between them to looſen 
it off; but at laſt I ſucceeded in it, by turning the 
inſide of my hand upwards towards the bone, and 
the outſide towards the head; by which means I 
pulhed it back a little, and diſengaged ir. I then 
placed the face downwards, and with a little ſtrug- 
gle brought away the body all rotten, The p/a- 
centa too was quite corrupted. I left the mother 


* 


R- 
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It is hardly poſſible to know directly what ſitua- 
tion the head is in, when it occupies the | paſſage, 
and the waters have been come away ſome time, 
becauſe that part of the head which preſents ſwells 
ſo much, that we cannot diſtinguiſh what part we 
touch, whether the vertex, the occipital or one of 
the parietale bones; the paſſage too is fo exactly filled, 
that there is no introducing the finger far enough 
to get any information; this obliges us to have re- 
courſe to inſtruments; but even then the hands 
come in afterwards, which I always prefer to in- 
ſtruments, whenever they can be uſed, OF 

This woman recovered at laſt, tho“ not for 
long time. 


OBSERVATION CCLV. 


The ſeventh of Augiſt 1699, being with the 
Marchioneſs o ß five leagues off this town, 
ſhe was deſired to ſuffer me to go and ſee a plow- 
man's wife, a league from the Hall, who had been 
in labour ſix or ſeven days. The midwife had all 
this time given them hopes of a happy delivery; 
the child, ſhe faid, being well placed, and the 
pains very ſtrong. I had leave from the lady to 
go. I found her belly ſa exceſſively ſwelled, that 
it touched her chin; ſhe was cold, and almoſt 
without pulſe, not having voided any arine for 
three days: An intolerable ſmell which came from 
the priyate parts, and the child not having been 
felt to ſtir for ſeveral days, were proofs enough of 
its death. I found the head preſenting, at the bot- 
tom of the vagina, no ways locked in but looſe, 
fo that I had the liberty to paſs my hand all round, 
by which means I found that the face was on the 
right fide, the hind part of the head on the left, 

one 
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one ear above and the other below; under this I 
found the umbilical chord, which came double to 
the extremity of the vagina, without coming out, 
and no pulſation was perceivable in it. I tried to 
puſh up the ſhoulders to open myſelf a paſſage to 
find out the feet; but the uterus was contracted ſo 
cloſely round the child by the waters being come 
away fo long, that I could not put this in execu- 
tion, I was alſo afraid to offer any violence to the 
uterus, for fear of bringing on an inflammation, 
which had already ſeized upon it, as might be per- 
ceived by the prodigious ſwelling of the belly, I 
then reſolved upon opening the cranium with the 
knife, evacuating the brain and hooking the ſkull 
with my fingers, which I did in a very little time, 
and ſoon brought away the child, and afterwards a 
placenta, ſo rotten, that it could make no reſiſtance, 
nor the chord neither. The whole did not laſt 
above half a quarter of an hour. This woman 
recovered in time, notwithſtanding her caſe was ſo 
— 


REF LEXION. 


When we conſider this ſituation, it is eaſy to 
comprehend that the more the head advances, the 
leſs fa avourably it is ſituated, and the upper ſhoul- 
der catching on the os pubis, by the abdomen and 
uterus giving way, there is an invincible obſtacle 
formed to the delivery. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


Of the child's being fopped in the paſſage when 
the head is come out. | 


HEN the child preſents at the os zince, 
and the pains encreaſe, *tis then the head 
comes out; when this happens at the end of a pain 
in a labour, where they have been ſlow and remote, 
the child is liable to be caught in the paſſage, after 
the manner of people that are ſet in the pillory z 
for if the pains are briſk, the child comes forth ſo 
eaſily, that inſtead of being ſtopped by the neck, 
it is in great danger of falling to the ground, un- 
leſs care be taken to prevent it. | 
The umbilical chord, and the bigneſs of the 
ſhoulders and body are the true cauſes that ſtop a 
child -in the paſſage, when the head is once come 
out; it is true, that the os tince has a great diſpo- 
ſition to contract; but this alone would not be able 
to ſtop the child; and when this happens, the ſur- 
geon muſt apply both hands on the ſides of the head, 
and ſlide his fingers along the neck, between it 
and the os tince, which indeed does preſs on the 
neck, but ſo weakly, that it don't in the leaſt hin- 
der one from ſliding the fingers under the arm-pits, 
and uſing them hook faſhion, to bring away the 
child; however, this is not always ſo eaſy to be 
done, and we are ſometimes forced to pull out firſt 
one arm, then the other, before we can bring 
away the body, when it is very large. When the 
obſtacle is owing to the chord, all we have to do 
is cutting it. | 
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OBSERVATION CCLVI. 


A lady that lived a league off, who was of a 

very ſmall ſtature, found herſelf in the night of 
the 12th of May 1693, almoſt ſwimming in her 
bed. As ſhe had ſeveral children, ſhe knew that 
this was the coming away of the waters, which de- 
noted delivery to be at hand. Some flight pains 
happening, ſhe ſent for her midwife, and at the 
- ſame time to me, to deſire me to come with ſpeed, 
which I did : The head of the child was come out, 
and ſtopped by the chard, which the midwife had 
not taken notice of, leaving it to periſh thus mi- 
ſerably: I lid my finger along the neck of the 
child, and upon it I conducted my ſciſſars, with 
the button towards my finger : Having no precau- 
tion to take as to the child, I cut the chord, after 
which I pulled out the child with all the eaſe ima- 
ginable. I brought away the placenta, and the 
mother did very well. 


REFLEXI1ON. 


Tho? things had been in that condition a good 
while before I came, I nevertheleſs found no diffi- 
culty in introducing my fingers, then my two hands 
flatways, a great way beyond the os tince. 


OBSERVATION CCLVII. 


The twenty-ſeventh of March 1687, a midwife, 
who was very weak, thro her great age, and who 
moreover had broke her arm a month before, was 
called to a founder's wife, whom. ſhe had happily 
delivered ſeveral times. She found the child rightly 
ſituated, the waters come away, and the child 


come. forth as far as the neck. This good woman 
contented 


F - 
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contented herſelf with making her ſtrive for a long 
while, having but one hand, and that a very wea, 

one too, 5 her with. At laſt the child pe- 
riſhed in that condition; and ſhe did not call m 
till ſix, hours after its firſt appearance, which was 
above five hours after its death. As ſoon as I came, 
I id my. fingers along the neck of the child, 
without finding any reſiſtance from the os lince, as 
far as the arm-plts, which I hooked with them; 
but finding a reſiſtance, I pulled out one arm, 
then another, which 1 made uſe of, together with 
the neck, to finiſh. the delivery, which I did ſucceſs- 
fully. She was very much fatigued with the length 
of her labour: | PW een gy 
; C HAP. XXII. | 
Of the body remaining in the uterus, when. the 

bead has been pulled off. a 


Er the child preſent the face upwards r 
downwards, if the head does but come out, 
we may look upon the delivery as greatly advanced; 
all we have to do is to apply both hands on each 
ſide of the head, and pull it gently during a pain, 
by riggling it on each fide; if this proves uſeleſs, 
the pains being weak or quite gone off, you muff | 
puſh your fingets as far as the 9 and uſing 
them hook-faſhion, bring out the child that way, 
never pulling the head alone with much violence, 
for fear of tearing, it away. EE 
We . muſt loſe. no time in theſe caſes, otherwiſe 
the child is ſtrangled in a very little time. 


Oz8zRvaTioN CL VIII. 


- The fourth of 7 ne 1700, a daily labourer's wife 
of the pariſh of Negreville, a league off, being in 
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labour, ſent for the midwife. Soon after ſhe was 
come, the waters came away, and the child's head 
preſented at the os tincæ, and came out a moment 
after. The pains which till then had been very 
ſharp, diminiſhed at once, and ſoon went entirely 
off. The midwife fearful and unfkilful, being 
afraid of tearing away the head by pulling too 
hard, committed all to nature, which helped her 
intention ſo little, that the child remaining a lon 
while in that ſituation, was ſtrangled and died; 
the mid wife then thinking that ſhe had yo more 
precaution to ufe, pulled with fuch a violence, that 
ſhe tore away the head, leaving it between the 
woman's legs, without ſaying a word; imagining 
that the head being once taken away, ſhe would 
ſoon be brought to bed. But a day and a night 
paſſing, without things advancing in the leaſt, ſhe 
refolved to ſend for me. I found the woman cold 
as ice, with hardly any pulſe ; and fo hoarſe, that 
one could hardly underſtand her; her breath was 
likewiſe very bad. The childs head was quite 
rotten. 7 7 

I made my prognoſtick by telling her, that I 
would deliver her, but that I ſaw little hopes of its 
being of any ſervice to her, conſidering the bad 
condition ſhe was reduced to, She defired me 
earneſtly to grant her that favour, ſaying that ſhe 
mould die the eaſier for it. Without taking her 
out of bed, I made her bring her heels to her 
hips, and open her legs, and I delivered her in 
a moment, by ſliding my hand along the body, 
and bringing out the feet. The placenta, chord, and 
child, had ſuch a ſtench, that I could not get rid 
of it for ſeveral days. She thanked me heartily, 
ſaying that ſhe had not ſuffered: by it, and that 
ſhe was eaſed. conſiderably. I did not ſtay long, 


to avoid ſeeing her die in my preſence, as it hap- 


pened, ſoon after I was gone. 
R x- 
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may 100 i Oat i noi 
It was the! grievous corruption more than the 


heat in this woman. The parts had too much loſt 
their ſpring, to occaſion any difficulty in my deli. 
vering her, and the ſpirits: were too much exhauſted 
to convey am: painful ſenſation to the; ſoul. Sean. 

=! 07:43 1F75 1 


'OBsBRVATION CCLIX;.::. 


The twenty-firft of Fuly, 1704, I was fent for 
to a woman at the pariſh of Colombe, two leagueg 
off. I found that tho midwife had pulled away = 
child's head, without having uſed much force. I 
perceived the ſhoulders far adyanced, flid my hands 
over them, and got my fingers in the arm-pits, 
with which I pulled them out, the body followed 
very eaſily. I brought away the placenta, and the 
whole did-not laſt four minutes. 2 


( Tat Ho: 
CHAP.” XXII. 


Of the bead remaining in the uterus, when the 
body has been pulled away. 


HIS accident happens in turning children, 
and bringing them out by the feet. 


* 
x 
# 
= & * 


OBSERVATION CCLX. 


The ſecond of May 1691, I was fetched to a 
woman at the pariſh of Huberville, half a league 
off, who had been in labour two days. I found 
that the chord had followed the waters, that an arm 
was come out, and that the child's face lay up- 
wards, As it was not long ſince theſe things had 

| Z 2 happened, 


— 
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happened, and the chord ſuffered no manner of 
compreſſion, . it had preſerved: its heat and pulſa- 
tion. I reſolved upon delivery the more readily, 
as ſhe had no'pains on to hinder me. I eaſily found 
the feet, which I joined together, and brought out 
as far as the thighs. Ichriſtened it, then gave the 
half turn to the body to place the face downwards, 
and then pulled it as far as the neck. Having dif- 
engaged the arms, I ſhaked about the'body a little, 
and pulled it too pretty hard ſeveral times, but to 
no purpoſe; this forced me to introduce my finger 
into the mouth, as is my uſual method. But in- 
ftead of finding the mouth, I found the hinder 

rt of the neck, which was twiſted, not having 
followed the motion of the body. The face hav- 
ing remained upwards, and the chin confequently 
catching upon the os pubis, was what prevented the 
delivery. I gave the little body to hold to the huſ- 
band, while I puſhed up the hinder part of the 
head with one hand, and tried to diſengage the 
chin with the other, doing all I could to turn the 
head ; I told the huſband at the ſame time to pull 
gently, but he pulled ſo violently, with the hopes 
of helping his wife, that he fell down fix yards 
from the bed, with the body of the child in his 
hand, the head remaining behind. _ 

1 was ſtruck with the fight, but without ſeeming 
at a loſs, I paſſed my left hand into the «terss, 
keeping the head ſteady with it, and with the 
right {lid a cannula in which was a knife, and with 
it made an opening large enough to admit of my 
fingers ; I enlarged it afterwards, and emptied part 
of the brain; after which I found a hole ſtrong 
enough to bring out the head by, its fize- being 
conſiderably leſſened, *. * 


} 
13 


— * 
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1 could not well blame the haſty offieiouſneſs of 


this huſband, his intention was good, and my want 
of . was the ſole cauſe of this accident. | | 


"Onvrnvarion COLT; 


The third of January 1692. i cherte lady, 
of the pariſh of Hauteville, lene to deſtte me to 
deliver a poor woman of the ſame. pariſh,' who'had 
been in /abour two days. She was a very ſmall wo- 
man, about forty-five years old, the child's 'arm, 
which was very little, was out ſince the day before: 
I lid my hand along it, and eaſily found the feet; 
having joined them together, I brought them out 
of the vagina, and the body followed as far as the 
neck: As ſhe was on the very border of-the bed, 
which was very high, there was not room enough 
to lay down the child as it came out, ſo I was 
forced to give it to the midwife to hold, while 1 
applied myſelf to looſen away the bead : gently, 
which was ſtopped in the paſſage, thro* its narrow- 
neſs; her ſmall! make and age, and the long time 
fince the waters were gone off, during aich the 
ulerus irritated by the length of the Lale, and the 
preſence of the arm in the paſſage, had? acquired 
tome inflammation and conſequently hardneſs, the 
child having been dead a long time, and being 
very ſmall, were ſo many things that required a 
great deal of care in bringing it out whole; where- 
tore I introduced my middle finger into the mouth 
and acted with the other hand upon the neck. l 
ordered the midwife at the ſame time to pull gently, 
while I diſengaged thoſe parts for fear of an acci- 
dent; but ſhe fooliſhly gave ſuch a pull, that the 
body came away, and the head remained behind, 

2 3 which 


% 
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which I had an inexpreſſible trouble in getting 
away. The os tince,contracted in ſpite of my en- 
deavours to hinder it. I gat it away, however, 
at laſt, Without my being able to tell howa for 1 
was extremely fatigued. No body can ſuffer more 
than this woman did. I had taken away the pla- 
centa before the head, it being in my way when I 
had a mind to keep the head ſteady upon my 
hand, and being detached in the greateſt part. She 
eſcaped: however, notwithſtanding the length and 
violence of the labour, but. was a great while in 


recovering; and died in another labour, where the 
guild ſented wrong. | 


REFLEX10N. 


The difnolition the uterus laboured under, made 
J it ſo narrow, that my arm was ſqueezed in it to that 
a degree, that I could not keep my hand in it a 
3 moment, which hindered me from ſliding in m 

I knife to make an inciſion in it. As luckily it was 
= {mall and foft, by the long time that the child was 
: dead, I opened it with my. fingers; and by the 
g means. of the inferior Jaw, eyes, and all I could 
li get hold of, brought it away at laſt. I was ſeveral 
p j times Mes to truſt it to nature, as Mr. Peu did 


on the I occaſion 3 but the knowledge I had of 
q two — having been ſerved in this manner by 


their WMidwires, Who both. died, deterred me from 
it. : F*s $8 


Enna. 
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C HAP. XXIV. 


07 the child's preſenting the bind part of the 
neck, and upper part of the ſhoulders. . 


HEN the child preſents the -hind of 
dhe neck and ſhoulders, with the neck bent 
forwards and the face upon the breaſt, or very near, 
it muſt periſh, unleſs timely helped; becauſe in 
this poſture the circulation of the blood in the veſ- 
ſels of the neck is intercepted, as well as the influx 
of ſpirits into the nerves, by the violent exten- 
ſion the ſpinal marrow lays under. Delivery alone 
can prevent this misfortune, and that immediately ; 
the obſtruction encreaſing, as the pains engage the 
child further in the paſſage. 


OBSERVATION CCLXII. 


The ſeventh of January 1702, the marchioneſs 
of. .. five leagues off this town, having deſired me 
to attend her in her labour: I went to her the day 
ſhe had fixed. Some days after ſhe fell in labour; as 
I had already delivered her ſucceſsfully of ſeveral 
children, and not finding herſelf yet ſo ill as ſhe 
uſed to be, when ſhe ſuffered me to come into her 
chamber, which ſhe never did but at the extremity 
of the pains, ſhe deſired me to ſtay in another 
apartment, till ſhe thought ſhe wanted me. | 

As it is a law with me, never to conſtrain a wo- 
man in labour, I gave her all the time ſhe deſired, 
The next day ſhe let me know, that there came 
away a great quantity of thick black water; but 
that having no pains, and feeling her child ſtrong 
and hearty, ſhe did not ſee that my preſence was 
yet requiſite z tho? I ſent word to her, that thoſe 


black waters being the meconium, mixed and coming 
24 out 
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out with part of the waters, was a certain proof of 
the child's being in an uneaſy unnatural ſituation; 
and that conſequently there was a neceſſity to in- 
form ourſelves of it, and that if the thing was as 
J imagined, which I. could hardly make any doubt 
of, I might give her the neceſſary aſſiſtance. The 
remonſtances of her huſband were alſo to no pur- 
poſe; but on the third day, by three in the morn- 
ing, the pains grew exceeding ſharp, and the child 
made ſuch a rough violent motion, that ſhe: was 
affected all over by it: She ſuffered me then to 
come in, and told me, that having expected during 
all her pregnancy, to die in labour, ſhe. had put it 
off as long as ſhe could ; but the hour being come, 
ſhe muſt reſolve upon dying; that ſhe was prepared 
for it, and would therefore truſt herſelf 5 
my diſcretion. A pain came on, and I touched 
her, but it laſted too little, and the child was ſtill 
too far to inform myſelf of its ſituation by this firſt 
trial. A ſecond pain followed, during which, I 
learnt that the child preſented the hind part of 
the neck, the ſpine, and ſhoulder-blades. The 
pain having ceaſed, I kept puſhing my hand fur- 
ther, to make myſelf ſtill more certain of this ex- 
traordinary ſituation ; and it was confirmed to me, 
by taking away my hand from where it was, to 
Puſh it to the oppoſite ſide, where I found the head 
bent, and the face reſting upon the ſternum. * 
I told her that her uneaſineſs was ill grounded, that 
the ſituation of her child called indeed for a ſpeedy 
aſſiſtance, but that ſhe would ſoon be out of dan- 
ger. I ſlid my hand along the ſpine of the child's 
back, and got hold of the feet, which I joined to- 
gether and brought out, the body following eaſily. 
I immediately gat away the placenta, and the whole 
did not laſt a quarter of an hour, as the parſon, 
who was in the next room with: his watch, aſſured 
, 3 Lal out 97 2 1 us; 
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us; tho? ſhe has inſiſted ſeveral times face, that ĩt 
laſted above three hours. 

The child had juſt life enough to be chriſtened. 
The mother was exceeding ill, an exceſſive flooding 
coming on, together with a fever ; z but in fix — 
time that I ſtaid with her, ſhe was out of danger, 
and way quite recovered in three weeks, 


REFLEXION. 


This is the only time I ever met with this ſitua- 
tion, and it was not without mature conſideration, 
and a ſtrict enquiry, that I found it out. The 
happy diſpoſition of the parts, and the pains, which 
inſtead of encreaſing upon the irritation cauſed by 
my hand, rather leſſened conſiderably, helped me 
greatly in my information. 

Had ſhe ſuffered me to come near her ſooner, 
the child's life would have been ſaved, and ſhe 
would have eſcaped a great deal of torment, eſpe- 
cially the flooding, which was brought on by the 
violent agitation her reſtleſsneſs and continual mo- 
tion for two days and two nights, had cauſed to 


the blood and humours, 


CHAP. XEV: 
Of the round part of the ſhoulder preſenting. 


HE great reſemblance there is between the 

© ſhoulder, the knee, the hip, and the head, 
when the child is ſtill contained in the membranes 
and waters, renders it almoſt impoſſible to make 
a certain judgment before the waters are come 
away. If this ſituation. is one of the hardeſt. co 
know, it is alſo one of thoſe which we meet wich 
the ſeldomeſt; and tho* I have been puzzled to 
Know what part I touched, yet I have always 


broug at 
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brought theſe labours to a happy iſſue, eſpecially 
when I have been called at firſt, or immediately 
after the coming away of the waters, becauſe the 
paſſage being then free, there is an entire liberty 
to ſearch for the feet. 118 „ 2A 


OBSER VAT1 o 8 CCLXIII. 


The twenty-ſecond of Faly 1692, I was ſent for 
to a poulterer's wife, The pains appeared to me 
pretty ſtrong, and I touched her to aſſure myſelf 
of the ſituation of the child: Not being able to 
make out any thing by this firſt trial, I ſtaid for 
the next pain, but to no more purpoſe ; this forced 
mg to puſh my finger as far as a bump, whoſe 
diſtance hindered me from knowing with any 
certainty, what part it was; wherefore I opened 
the membranes and let out the waters, to inform my- 
ſelf. I then found that it was the ſoft part of the 
ſhoulder with the arm; and to be more ſure, I 
flid my hand on one fide, where I found the neck, 
and on the other ſide the arm; and by puſhing it 
fill further, I found the arm- pit; this engaged me 
to carry my hand as far as the feet, which I ſeized 
and brought down to the paſſage, and finiſhed the 
delivery in an inſtant, The placenta followed with 


the ſame eaſe. 


REFLEXION., 


As it is impoſſible to know certainly, whar part 
preſents before the membranes are opened, we ought 
always, in theſe caſes, to open the membranes im- 
mediately, and proceed to delivery, without loſing 
our time in trying to place the head in the paſſage. 
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| CHAP. XXVI. 
of - the bands preſenting, 
IF when the pains are at their ſharpeſt, which 1s 
che time when the ſurgeon dught to enquire 
into the ſituation of the child, he finds a hand pre- 
ſenting thro' the membraxes, he ought to open them 
immediately, and proceed to deliveny, preventing, 
by that means, its coming down into the vagina, 


which it would partly fill, and be an impediment 
to the introduction of the hand into the uterus. 


OBSERVATION. CCLXIV. 


The third of January 1685, being with a lady, 
whoſe pains were ſtrong, and frequent enough 30 
make us expect a ſpeedy delivery, I touched her to 
learn the ſituation of the child; but inſtead of the 
head, I found ſeveral little parts confuſed together, 
without being able to tell whether they were hands 
or feet. I opened the membranes, and found them to 
be-the hands; wherefore I puſhed on to the bot- 
tom of the uterus, where I met with the feet very 
far from one another; I eaſily joined them toge- 
ther, and finiſhed the work, the placenta following. 
The mother diſturbed with hearing that there was 
ſomething uncommon in this labour, was agreeably 
ſurprized with hearing the child cry, when ſhe 


thought I had hardly begun. 


REFLEXION, 


Any praQtitivner, tho! of never ſo long a ſtand- 
ing, may be in doubt about knowing the hands 
from the feet thro' the membranes; but this is of 

5 | | | g no 


— 
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no conſequence, ſince the ſame thing i is to be done 


in either caſe. H 2 
A great deal of trouble and labour would be 


ſaved to the ſurgeon, if he was always at hand to 
prevent the coming down of the arm; but even 
ſometimes while he is with the patient, and the 


child is ſtill too high for him to learn its ſituation, 
the irregularity of the part will force open the 


'membranes be fore their time, and at the very firſt 
pains, and the following ones, puſh it out ſtrongly, 
men oe” - Sling the e altitude: 


ay . 


one err CCLXV. 


The. nineteenth of February 1.685, a merchant's 
wife ſent for me, I found her with the ſtrongeſt 
Yains. As I was going to touch her ſhe complain- 
A of ſuch a want to go to ſtool, that ſhe could 
not conſent to what I aſked of her, before ſhe had 
preſented herſelf to it in a cloſet which joined to 
her room. It was in vain that I told her, it was 
occaſioned by the child's bearing down on the 
redtum; ſhe ran into the cloſet, where ſhe felt a new 
pain, which opened the membranes and diſcharged 
the waters, with the two hands of. the child, which 
irritating the uterus by their preſence, this being 
the natural diſpoſition of this part, the pains en- 
creaſed to ſuch a degree, that the arms and fore- 
part of the breaſt were puſned down with the ſame 
violence, without my care Og wy "_ to 
prevent it. 

I put her in a proper ſituation, ready to be al. 
vered as ſoon as. the pains ſhould. abate their fury; 
for to touch her during this ſtorm, had only made 
things worſe. I kept my Hand upon the breaſt, 
and as ſoon as the pain gave the leaſt interval, [ 
ſlid my hand along the breaſt to find the feet, 


which I did not ſucceed in for a long time, and 
W 
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with ſo much labour, that my :ſhirt, was quite wet, 
tho' it was very cold weather. The child had but 
juſt life enough to be chriſtened. I brought away 
—— a little membranous -placenia, which at 
firſt made ſome. reſiſtance, but came away very 
well at laſt. The mother was very ill at firſt, but 
got up again in good healing umu. time. 


CH AP. XXVII. i gui 
Of the uſeleſineſs of fillets, and the fanger 1 this 


is in n 4 chili 


HEN I frft began to 1 Ke 

thought mylelt c obliged to follow, ſtep by 
ſtep, all the directions which are given by authors. 
Accordingly, when a child [preſented the arm, I 
thought myſelf obliged to —— it, then ſeeks for. 
one foot, pull it out, tie a fillet about two inches 
broad round it, put the foot in again, one end 
of. the fillet hanging out, then ſeek for the other 
foot, pull it out and reduce it in the ſame, manner, 
to pull afterwards beth fillets equally, till the * 
were out of the vagina. ed 1 


OBSERVATION CCL.XVI. 


The ſeventh of April 1684, I was ſent for to a 
working man's wife, of the pariſh of Magneville, 
which is two leagues diſtant: She had been in labour 
two days, and the child's arm had been come out 
to the ſhoulder twenty-four hours. I did all I. 
could to reduce this arm, to get rid of that trou- 
- bleſome hindrance, and to follow rules ; but I tried 
to no purpoſe, for I never could force it into the 
uierus, to place it along the child's body, as ĩt 
ſhould. be, to reap any advantage from it. I was 
| forced weave i it at the bottom of the vagina. from 


whence 
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whence it fell down again, as ſoon as my hand was 
taken away, as I have always ſeen it happen, when 
any ſurgeon or mid wife has attempted to reduce it. 
Having tried above half an hour, I was forced to 
puſh- my hand along the arm into the uterus, to 
bring out one of the feet, which I tied with a fillet 
and put in again, with ſome trouble; I then brought 
out the other with the ſame eaſe ; but inſtead of 
tying it with a fillet and reducing it, I only pulled 
the fillet which held the other foot, and joined them 
together; I then brought out the child as far as 
the buttocks, and ſeeing that the face was upwards, 
and the child very ſlippery, being covered all over 
with an unctuous matter, I wrapped- it up in a 
cloth, and having turned the face downwards, kept 
pulling till it eame to the ſnhoulders: I then diſen- 
gaged both arms, one after another, to prevent 
the hindrance they ſeemed to threaten. I alſo put 
the middle finger of my left hand into the mouth, 
and the right hand on the neck, with which I 
pulled fometimes ſideways, ſometimes directly, but 
always gently, tho“ I had all the doubtful ſigns of 
its being dead, at the time I came. 1: brought it 
out whole, but dead. The placenta and chem were 
quite corrupted. The mother did very well. 


REFLEXION. 


Theſe fillets take up too much time. I never 
uſe them now. My method is to introduce one 
hand to the bottom of the uterus, without minding; 
the ſhrieks of the woman, nor the impertinence of 
the aſſiſtants. If I don't find the feet, I pull it out, 
and introduce the other. My hands being thus 
introduced alternately, go round all the uterus 5 
and what eſcaped the one, cannot eſcape the other. 


OS ER 
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_.OBsrtRyATION CCLXVII. 


The thirtieth of Auguſt 1697, I was deſired to 
deliver a very poor woman of the pariſh of Grene- 
ville, three leagues off. I found her with a conti- 
nual hickup; her belly was hard, tenſe, and ſwelled 
up to her throat; her eyes were hollow, her noſe 
fallen, her lips livid, her breath ſtinking, her ex- 
tremities cold, with hardly any pulſe. The child's 
arm that was come out to the ſhoulder was ſwelled, 
black, ſoftiſn, and cold; the cuticle was partly 
raiſed,” and an offenſive ſtench proceeded from the 
private parts, which were ſo much relaxed, that 1 
got hold of the feet with eaſe, and brought them 
down to the paſſage. The arm followed the motion 
of the body, and went again into the aterus; the 
face lying right, I pulled out the child as far as the 
neck, then introduced my finger into its mouth, 
uſing all the caution imaginable to bring it out 
whole, which J did in a very little time, notwith- 
ſtanding its corrupted ſtate. The chord was ſo rot- 
ten, that it made no reſiſtance, and came off in 
my hand, which forced me to looſen away the pla- 
centa, which J brought away whole, notwithſtand- 
ing its being ſo rotten, that it had no conſiſtence. 
After this I carefully cleared the uterus of any clods 
of blood, or any thing elſe. This woman, tho” 
reduced to the laſt extremity, recovered, and en- 


joyed a good ſtate of health afterwards. 


REFLEXION. 


It was of no direct ſervice to preſerve the arm 
of this dead child, but as the leaving it was no 
hindrance to the delivery, and that we may be ſome- 
times miſtaken as to the death of the child, tho? 
it appears never ſo certain, I think it much better 

never 
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never to maim them, but when neceſſitated to it, 
it being too ſhocking a ſight to the aſſiſtants. 

Tho? I had all the reaſon 4maginable to expect 
that this woman would expire as ſoon as delivered, 
yet this did not deter me from attempting it; and 
it is what ought always to be done in theſe caſes, 
as we find that women ſometimes recover beyond 


hope. 
| fed 0 CCLXVIII. 


The ſeventh of December 1705, being gone 
cighteen leagues off, to lay the Marchioneſs 
of ..-. . . . where I. ſtaid but five days; I was 
twice fetched to Cherbourg, to deliver a poor woman, 
whoſe child's arm had been out three days. A 
brother of mine happening to be there, was de- 
fired, to do this act of charity in my abſence. As 
he is a well- experienced ſurgeon, and practiſes 
mid wifry, without however making it his chief em- 

loyment, he went, and found the arm ſwelled, 

hard, livid, and cold, without any appearance of 
life; the woman too was ſo weak, that ſhe looked 
as if going to die every minute, which could hard- 
ly be otherwiſe, having been in lalour four or five 
days. Having weighed maturely all theſe ſymp- 
toms, and finding nothing but what indicated the 
death of the child, he pulled off the arm, got the 
head to the paſlage, made an opening into the 
cranium, emptied part of the brain, then drew out 
the head; the body followed eaſily, and the deli- 
very was over in an inſtant, He took away the 
Placenta, and the mother, notwithſtanding this ter- 
rible labour, got well again, after ſome time. 

Never was a delivery performed with more juſt 
reflexions. The mother, according to all appear- 
ances, was on the point of death, and the child, 


who had the plaineſt ſigns of being dead, was ne- 
vertheleſs 


3633 —— w © oa) 4 


A general Treatiſe of MI DpñwIr Rv. 353 
vertheleſs alive, tho? its arm had been torn off, its 
cranium opened and part of the brain evacuated, 
and notwithſtanding the long ſtay it had made in 
the paſſage. : 


REFLEXION.' 


1 8 

This is indeed a very extraordinary caſe; and 
had the child been brought out whole, it could 
not have lived; but this ſhews how uncertain is the 


prognoſtick of a child's death. 


OBSERVATion CCLXIX. 


The third of September 1705, I was fetched to 
the pariſh of St. Martin d Audouville, to deliver a 
woman, whoſe child's arm had been out as far as 
the arm-pit twenty-four hours. I happened un- 
luckily to be four leagues from the place with ano- 
ther woman. However, when I came, ſhe pro- 
miſed to be very reſolute ; and ſhe was fo indeed 
during the whole /abour, which was a very painful 
one; for the child, who was dead at the very hour 
they ſet out for me, was ſo corrupted, that its ſmell 
could hardly be born. The waters which had 
been gone off a long time, had left the parts fo dry, 
and the uterus was ſo contracted about the child, 
that I could not poſſibly introduce my fingers into 
it; the ſhoulder cloſed exactly the entrance, the 
arm was prodigiouſly ſwelled, and the vagina very 
narrow. All theſe obſtacles, which appeared to 
me inſurmountable, determined me to twiſt off 
this arm, which I did in two turns of hands, ma- 
king no doubt, but that after the extraction of this 
part, I ſhould be able to ſeek for the feet. But 
notwithſtanding this, I could not put my intention 
in execution, tho? ſhe had no pains, which was a 
conſiderable advantage to us both; for by trying 

| Aa co 
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to introduce my hand by the fide of the ſtump, it 
was ſo ſqueezed by the general compreſſion all the 
parts laid under, that it was quite numbed, which 
forced me to take it away ſeveral times, then re- 
turn again to the work, till I had overcome this 
obſtacle. Having got my hand into the uterus, I 
drew out the feet and body as far as the arm-pits, 
diſengaged the other arm, then introducing a finger 
into the mouth, and applying the other hand upon 
the neck, I pulled very gently for fear of leaving 
the head in the ulerus, which I found very much 
difpoſed to come off. Thus I finiſhed this delivery, 
which was the moſt laborious I ever performed. 
The placenta was fo rotten, that it had no con- 
ſiſtence. I thought I ſhould have died after it, 
having been put to the utmoſt of my ſkill and 
ſtrength; I remained without breath, and they 
were forced to lay me upon a mattreſs before a great 
fire, and rub me with warm cloths for above an 
hour, as if I had been playing at tennis; and what 
is more ſurprizing, this woman ſuffered ſo little, 
that three days after, coming to ſee her, being 
then hardly able to fit on horſeback, I found her 
at her meal, keeping the day of abſtinence, which 
was Friday, thinking herſelf too well to be admit- 
ted to eat meat; and ſhe was ſitting without com- 
plaining of having ſuffered any thing ſince her 
being brought to bed. 


REFLEX1ON, 


If we met with theſe difficulties in every caſe, we 
ſhould always be forced to a& as I did here, the 
ſurgeon's {kill not going fo far as to ſurmount all 
difficulties, | "10S 5 

It was a happy thing that ſhe was free from 
pains, and that they were not brought on * 
| C2 ONES | n 
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hand irritating the uterus, which was already much 
inflamed by the bigneſs of the arm. 


OBSERVATION CCLXX, 


The ſeventh of November 1704, I was deſired, 
at ten o' clock at night, to give my aſſiſtance to a 
poor day-man's wife of the foreſt of Montebourg, 
whoſe child's arm had preſented ever ſince the 
morning, as far as the elbow, I heard before I was 
near the houſe ſome frightful ſhrieks, which they 
aſſured me were thoſe the poor woman made. 


When I came I aſked her whether it was the vio- 


lence of the pains which made her cry out in that 
manner; ſhe anſwered, no; and that ſhe had not 
any ſince the waters were come away, and the 
arm had preſented ; and that ſhe relied on being 
brought to bed, when they ſhould return, as had 
happened to her in other lalours, being very ap- 
prehenſive of being under my hands, tho? ſhe had 
ſeen a great number of women whom I had deli- 
vered, and who had done very well. I nevertheleſs 
offered her my ſervice, which ſhe accepted, not- 
withſtanding her fear. I preſently found the feet, 
which I brought down to the paſſage, turned the 
face downwards, and put an end to the delivery in 
an inſtant, I left her quite aſhamed of the fear 
ſhe had been under, and very well ſatisfied with 
the ſervice I had done her, but ſtill in a tremble, 
tho? ſhe was not cold, | 


REFLEXION. 


The child was dead, tho* the glacenta was whole, 
and no flooding, pains, or any ſenſible accident 
had preceded. She died alſo half an hour after, 
which I think can be imputed to nothing elſe but 
her fright. | 


Aa 2 CHAP. 


[ 


* 


C HAP. XXVIII. 
Of the arm's preſenting. 


HEN the arm preſents, the ſurgeon muſt 
- loſe no time in endeavouring to reduce it: 
He is to ſlide his hand into the uterus, by the ſide 
of the arm, and bring the feet to the paſſage ; the 
arm will by that means go in again f icſelf. 


OBSERVATION CCLXXI. 


The twenty-ſeventh of December 1686, a car- 

nter's wife being in labour, ſent for the midwife. 

he waters came away at the very firſt pains, and 
the child's arm followed; whereupon ſhe ſent for 
me. I found the parts in as good a diſpoſition as 
I could wiſh, to attempt the reduction of the arm. 
J accordingly got it again into the vagina, and car- 
ried it to the bottom of the uterus, holding the 
child's hand in mine: I could have finiſhed this 
delivery with as much eaſe as I can take my hand- 
kerchief out of my pocket; but the pains which 
had ceaſed after the coming away of the waters 
being returned, and the child's head being in as 
good a ſituation as one could wiſh, determined me 
to leave it to nature; which, according to all theſe 
fine appearances, could not be a long time about 
it. I went home leaving the midwife with her; 
but twenty-four hours after, I was ſent for again; 
and ſhe was not brought to bed till twenty-four 
hours after that; having ſuffered ſuch exceflive 
pains, that ſhe was very near dying. 


RE- 
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REFLEXION. 


I followed this method before experience and 
reflexion had taught me another. If the reduction 
of an arm is attended with ſuch ill ſucceſs, when a 
woman is ſo well diſpoſed to delivery; what muſt 
we expect, when the arm has been out a long while, 
and the waters have been gone off a conſiderable 


time ? 


ORSERVATION CCLXXII. 


The twenty- ninth of May 1689, a glover's wife 
being in labour, the child preſented an arm a long 
while before ſhe could put off a ſcrupulous delicacy 
to ſend for me; but at laſt was forced to it. The 
midwife told me, that ſhe had reduced the arm 
ſeveral times, but that the very next pain always 
forced it out, and that now it was reduced, as I 
might ſee: I found it indeed, doubled in the 
vagina, and ſo ſqueezed that I could not paſs my 
hand before I had pulled out the fore-arm. Having 
tried to no purpoſe to reduce it, becauſe in intro- 
ducing my hand, the uterus was ſo irritated as to 
have very ſharp pains come on, which laſted as 
long as I perſiſted in endeavouring tnis reduction. 
I quitted this intention to ſeek for the feet, not- 
withſtanding the ſharpneſs of the pains, and it was 
with a great deal of trouble that I ſucceeded ; the 
ulerus being dry, and cloſely contracted round the 
child, and my hand ſuffering ſuch a compreſſion, 
that I was obliged to draw it out continually to 
eaſe it, before I was able to hold the feet hard 
enough to draw them down to the paſſage, which 
generally gives ſuch a motion to the body, as to 
make the arm go in again, I was ſo happy as to 

A a 3 bring 
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bring the child out alive, and the mother got up 
again in a little while. 


RETLZxXIOV. 


As it is the nature of membranous parts, and 
conſequently of the uterus, to contract, as ſoon as 
emptied of any contents, where is the poſſibility 
to reduce an arm in an occaſion like this ? The re- 
ducing the arm behind the head as Mauriceau ad- 
viſes will appear ill practice to any one that will 
conſider in the leaft, that an arm thus reduced muſt 
be twiſted and broke, if the woman is brought to 
bed with it in that ſituation. 


OBSERVATION CCLXXIII. 


The twenty-third of March 1701, being with a 
lady twenty-two leagues off, labour began to declare 
itſelf by very ſlight pains ; which ſoon increaſed to 
ſuch a degree, as to make me examine into the 
ſituation of the child. I found thro? the membranes 
ſeveral confuſed parts; and having placed her in 
a proper ſituation, I opened the membranes, one 
hand came out with the waters, but ſo little ad- 
vanced in the vagina, that I puſhed it back into 
the uterus with all the eaſe in the world; after 
which I got hold of the feet, and finding that the 
child's face lay upwards, I turned it; and conti- 
nuing to draw from the knees as far as the loins, 
one gentle pull more brought it into the world. 
The mother was as little fatigued as if ſhe had not 
been brought to bed at all; and the child, which 
was a boy, was in perfect health. 


Rk- 


A general Treatiſe of MI D WIR. 359 


REFLEXION. 


You ſee, that I do not blame the reduction of 
the hand, when it is not attended with any dif- 


ficulty. 


OBSERVATION CCLXXIV. 


The thirteenth of November 1699, a lockſmith's 
wife being in labour with ſtrong and frequent pains, 
the midwife found herſelf very much at a loſs after 
the coming away of the waters, at meeting with 
ſeveral parts without being able to diſtinguiſh any. 
She ſent for me, and I ſoon made them out; the 
parts being well diſpoſed, and the woman without 
pains, I found the two elbows preſenting at the . 
entrance of the vagina, the arms being bent, and 
the hands applied to the child's cheeks. The head 
not being advanced far enough to be any hindrance 
to the introduction of my hand, I lid it along the 
neck, the breaft, the thighs and legs, till I came 
to the feet, which I joined together, and finiſhed 


the delivery in an inſtant. 


REFLEXION. 


This is the only caſe of this nature I ever met 
with. It is only in ſome cafes that I am obliged 
to ſlide my hand the whole length of the body be- 
fore I come to the feet, ſince I ſo often find the 
feet with more eaſe than I could any other part. 
This would be requiſite indeed, if the child laid 
all along in the aterus; whereas it is the only ſitua- 
tion it is never in. For the moſt part the knees 
are bent towards the belly or breaſt, and the heels 
are upon the buttocks ; wherefore I ſlide my hand 

| A2 4 tq 
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to the bottom of the urus, where I ſeldom miſ 
of finding the feet. 


OBSERVAT ION CCLXXV. 


The twenty-ſeventh of Auguſt 1711, I was ſent 
for to the pariſh of vet half a league off, to a 
ſtone- cutter's wife, who was in labour ever ſince 
the day before. I found the child's arm pre- 
ſenting as far as the ſhoulder, and the articulation 
had advanced very much for two hours befare. The 
arm was without motion, tumefied, cold and hvid ; 
all ſigns that aſſured the child's death. I tried 
notwithſtanding to puſh back the body with my 
hand under the axilla, to have the liberty to in- 
troduce it by the ſhoulder, in which I ſucceeded, 
and brought down the feet to the paſſage. This 
motion made the arm go in again partly, but hav- 
ing reſted a little both for her ſake and mine, I 
made another ſtruggle, which made it go in again 
entirely, and brought out the child as far as the 
ham; after which J put an end to a delzvery, which 
ſeemed impracticable, without taking the arm 
off: The mother endured much, as well as my- 
ſelf ; but we were both quit for our labour. The 
child was dead, the cuticle being raiſed all over its 
body; and I had ſome trouble in bringing away 
the placenta, which was quite rotten. 


OBSERVATION CCLXXVI. 


The ſeventeenth of Auguſt 1705, I was ſent for 
to a daily labourer's wife, of the pariſh of Colomli, 
which is a league of, Being gone four leagues 
another way, they were forced to ſtay for my re- 
turn a pretty long time. I then made all the haſte 
I could to this poor woman, whom I found great- 
ly exhauſted ky the — of the labour. The 

pains 
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pains being luckily off, I had full liberty to exa- 
mine into the fituation of the child. I found the 
external you of the fore-arm ſticking faſt croſs- 
ways, and occupying all the paſſage z the elbow 
being on one fide, and the wriſt on the other, 
with the hand bent upwards. The arm was ve 

much ſwelled, and hard. The elbow and wri 

had made ſuch an impreſſion on both ſides of the 
uterus, where they were lodged, that they ſeemed 
buried in its ſubſtance ; a young practitioner would 
have thought the uterus pierced thro* by them; 
it being ſtill more —— — than the arm itſelf, 


filled fo exactly the ſpace which ſhould have been 


between them, that there was no room for me to 
introduce my hand, neither could I make the arm 
alter its ſituation. I introduced it at. laſt, uſing a 
great deal 'of gentleneſs; and I found that the 
head reſted on the arm, as is uſual in ſleeping, I 
ſlid my hand along the neck and back; but the 
ulerus was ſo contracted, that I found it very hard 
to get it further; and the inflammation of the 
neck of the uterus being communicated to its 
fundus, my hand became uſeleſs by the ſtrong com- 
preſſion it ſuffered, and I was forced to draw it out 
frequently to eaſe it: The pains too, which had 
diſcontinued for a time, coming on again with 
greater force as I puſhed my hand forwards, en- 
tirely ſtopped me in my way. All this while I 
could not obſerve any life in the child; and all the 
woman's parts were ſo inflamed, that her belly 
reached her throat, and ſhe was continually reach- 
ing, and throwing up now and then yellow and 
green bile, of an intolerable bitterneſs. Without 
being diſheartened by all theſe complaints, I. re- 
turned to work ſo often, gently with my hand, 
that at laſt I reached the feet, joined them toge- 
ther, and brought them down to the paſſage. The 


very firſt motion of the body changed the ROE. 
of 


pected, not imagining this part would have been 
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of the arm, which I had in vain tried before to do. 
The body followed and the delivery was ended. | 
had at firſt ſome difliculty in bringing away the 
Placenta, but it came very well at laſt. She was 
a long while before ſhe got up again. 


REFLEXION, 


The child, which I thought dead, was alive ; the 
arm was very large and livid, and the hand re- 
mained bent at the wriſt, as it happens after a palſy, 
or after the cholicks of painters and plummers. I 
applied upon it a compreſs dipt in wine, and it re- 
covered its tone in a few days. | 


OBSERVATION CCLXXVII. 


The twenty-ſecond of January 1697, I was 
fetched in the night to a cooper's wife, of the pa- 
riſh of Tamerville, which is a league off. Her child's 
arms were ſo far come out, that the anterior and 
ſuperior part of the breaſt ſeemed inclined to come 
out at the ſame time. The head was bent. back- 
wards reclining upon the back. Things had been 
in this condition twelve hours before I came; and 
what was ſtill worſe the pains were very ſharp, 
and encreaſed as I tried to puſh back the breaſt, to 
make myſelf room to introduce my hand between 
the arms to ſeek for the feet. I conceived ſome 
hopes, as the pains began to ceaſe ; but the irritation 
brought on by my hand, made them return ; and 
the ſharper, as I perſiſted in puſhing on my hand, 
and never ceaſed but when I reſted ; they had at 
laſt fome interval, which I made ſo good uſe of, 
that I puſhed back the ſternum, ſo as to be able to 
introduce my hand into the uterus, which I ſlid on 
afterwards with more eaſe thah I could have ex- 


ſo 


- 
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ſo yielding, when the waters had been gone off ſo 
long. I eafily found the feet, and got hold of 
them; but could not bring them to the paſſage, 
nor make the child alter its ſituation, as I had ex- 

&ed at firſt. The breaſt was a ſtop which I 
could not force; I kept pulling the feet, and puſh- 
ing back the breaft, fometimes alternately, and 


ſometimes together; but the pains encreaſing were 


an obſtacle which I could not overcome. I was in 
hopes, that if I could bring the feet to the paſſage, 
the motion which the whole body muſt make, 
would occaſion the arms to go in again; but they 
were ſo much engaged, that I found it impoſſible 
to make any alteration in their ſituation, though I 
put in practice the moſt violent endeavours. But 
at laſt the feet ſlipped down, and the body followed 
immediately, without my knowing how. I ſhould 
have finiſhed the delivery at that very inſtant, if I 
had not been ſtopped by the arms, which I was 
forced to diſengage gently one after another, as 
alſo the head, The woman did very well after- 
wards. 


REFTEXION. 


I thought this would have been the laſt delivery I | 


ſhould ever have performed; for it was above eight 
days before I recovered from the fatigue I en- 
dured, not being able all this time to uſe hand or 
arm, and ſcarce able to walk. 

The arms were broke, which I did not perceive 
before the delivery; for being hard, ſwelled, and 


livid, they held out as if they had not been broke; 


but if the child had been alive, I ſhould not have 
minded it, the bones at this age ſoon growing to- 
gether again. op 
The arms were not broke in diſengaging them, 
but in the violence I uſed to finiſh the 9 
BSER- 
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O- RvAT TO CCLXXVIIL 


The tenth of March 1698, I was fetched in the 
night to a poor woman that lived in the pariſh of 
Minilau-val. I found her laid upon a little ſtraw; 
the child's arm preſented together with the ſhoul- 
der; as it had been very much pulled, its liga- 
ments were greatly ſtretched. I puſhed back the 
ſhoulder by degrees. The pains being ſlight and 
few, helped forward my deſign very much ; fo that 
I made the body give way, to make me room to 
introduce my hand into the uterus to take hold of 
the feet, which I found very eaſily. Thus did I 
finiſh this delivery, from which I had every thing to 
apprehend ; the child being ſo far advanced, that 
I could hardly expect to return it. I had more 
trouble in bringing away the placenta, which was 


dry, and adhered very much. 
REFLEX1ON. 


The child was luckily very ſmall, and appeared 
to be dead; but being laid, before the fire, came 
to itſelf in a little time. The arm was paralytick 
for a ſhort ſpace, but recovered, by the uſe of aro- 


matick wine, | 
C HAF. XXIX. 
Of the child's preſenting the back or belly. 


O be able to know that the child preſents the 

| back or belly, there is an abſolute neceſſity 
that the waters be gone off, and the ſurgeon to in- 
troduce his fingers, and if they are too ſhort, his 
hand, -into the uterus, Theſe parts are not flexible 


enough to 'preſent in ſo. narrow a part as the en- 
MH trance 
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trance of the vagina, without. the ſpine of the back 
breaking, or without the ligaments and marrow of 
the ſpine being ſo extended as to kill the child, if 
it preſents the back; and if the belly, without. being 
compreſſed exceſſively ; nay, the violent ftretch it 
muſt be upon, if it ſhould be puſhed on by ſtrong 

ains and the contractions of the 4/erus, may burſt 
it. However, when this ſituation is once learnt by 
the introduction of the hand, it is very eaſy to 
proceed to delivery. 


OBSERVATION CCLXXIX. 


The twenty-third of December 1697, I was fetched 
at twelve at night to the pariſh of Teurteville, two 
leagues off, to a poor woman who had been in la- 
bour for ſeveral days, and whoſe waters had come 
away at night, without the midwife being able to 
find the child. Her pains were ſo ſharp and fre- 
quent, that ſhe was deſirous to die to get rid of 
them. The midwives would have doubted of their 
being labour pains, had they not felt the child ſtir- 
ring in the mother's belly. I found the pains much 
abated when I came, the midwives not being able 
to give me any other account, but that the waters 
came away that evening. Finding that the child 
preſented the back, I conducted my hand along 
the ſpine to the hinder part of the head; but this 
not being what I ſought after, I went the oppoſite 
way, where I found the buttocks, the thighs, legs 
and feet, which I joined together and drew out 
as far as the thighs. The face being downwards, 
I finiſhed the whole work in leſs than four minutes, 
and left the mother and child in good health. 


OBsSER 
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OBSERVAT ION CCLXXX. 


The third of January 1700, a ſhoem-aker's 
wife ſent for me. I judged by the ſtrength of 
the pains that the child muſt be far enough 
advanced for me to learn its ſituation eaſily. But 
finding nothing but the membranes tenſe by the 
impulſion of the waters during the pain, without 
the child ſeeming to have any ſhare in it; and 
things remaining a great while in the ſame condi- 
tion, I reſolved upon opening the membranes ; after 
which I got my hand far enough to learn the ſitua- 
tion of the child, I met with the belly, which I 
knew by its extent, ſoftneſs, and the umbilical 
chord; the pulſation of which aſſured me of the 
child's life. I kept on puſhing my hand along the 
thighs and legs, till —— to the feet, which 1 
joined together, and finiſhed the delivery with as 
much eaſe as the foregoing. 


REFLEXI1ON. 


Children that preſent ſide-ways are to be ma- 
naged after the ſame manner, 


CHAP. XXX. 
Of the buttocks preſenting. 


HE buttocks may be eaſily miſtaken for the 
head, but ſeldom the head for the buttocks, 
whach is hard, round, ſolid, and without any ſepa- 
ration, and once touched is eaſily known. If the 
child, being very high, and the membranes full of 
water, hinder us from making a juſt diſtinction, 
we muſt introduce the finger as high as we can 
into the vagina, and the hand itſelf, if the finger 


is too ſhort ; for from this trial, well managed, de- 
pends 


— 
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pends the whole ſucceſs of the /abowr. If the hand 
is not ſufficient to remove this doubt, the mem- 
branes muſt be opened, which may be done with- 
out danger for the reaſons juſt mentioned. Beſides, 
when the head preſents, there comes away nothing 
but waters, which are almoſt always mixed with 
the mecorfium when it is the buttocks. If nature 
ſeems well diſpoſed, ſhe may be ſuffered to act 
alone; but if we are apprehenſive of the labour's 
being lingering, we muſt prevent it by bringing 
the child out by the feer. 


OBSERVATION CCLXXXI. 


The ſeventeenth of Ofober 1696, being with 
the wife of a notary of Cherbourg, who was in labour 
of her firſt child, and whoſe pains were ſtrong and 
frequent enough to engage me to enquire into the 
ſituation of the child : I touched her, to no pur- 
poſe the firſt time, and I reaped no more benefit 
from the ſecond, tho? it was ſome time after the 
firſt, and the pains had encreaſed conſiderably, I 
found both times nothing but the membranes and 

waters, which puſhed down {ſtrongly during the 
© pains, and diſappeared as ſoon as they were over. 
Upon this I ſubſtituted my hand to my finger, and 
found out the difficulty thro? the membranes, and at 
the end of a pain; when the waters by retiring 
were no longer an obſtacle to my information. I 
immediately opened the membranes, and finiſhed the 
delivery with a great deal of eaſe. 


'REFLEXION. 


It was very lucky that I was at hand to give this 
aſſiſtance, for it was a very large girl, which gave 
me ſome trouble in bringing her out by the feet; and 
mult have given me much more, if I had — 

er 
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her to come double, as we can be of no help till 
the child is advanced to a certain degree. 


OBSERVAT ION CCLXXXII. 


The nineteenth of December 1698, a weaver's 
wife, who had been four days in labour, ſent to de- 
ſire my aſſiſtance. The child had preſented the 
buttocks thirty hours, and was ſo far advanced, 
that it was impoſſible to puſh it back; it had no 
ſign of life, and the mother had no pains, a 
almoſt ſpent. The ſcrotum of the child appeare 
outwardly, and I ſaw no likelihood of getting it 
out by the part which preſented ; wherefore I 
reſolve] to ſeek for the feet, notwithſtanding the 
impoſſibility there ſeemed to be of doing it. I 
dipt my hand in oil, and introduced gently and 
by degrees, firſt one finger, then another, then a 
third, then the thumb and hand underneath, along 
the vagina, taking care to uſe all the gentleneſs 
imaginable, that I might make this part ſuſceptible 
of proper dilation. Having overcome this obſta- 
cle, I carried my hand along the thighs, legs, and 
feet, which I got hold of; and by bending the 
knees and puſhing them up towards the mother's 
belly, I found means to open a paſſage ; I then 
pulled them out, and finiſhed the delivery. I was 
a long while about it, and was forced to uſe the 
greateſt precaution, for fear of rending the peri- 
neum. I had a great deal of difficulty in bringing 
away the placenta, The child, whom I thought 
dead, was only very weak, and did well; as 
likewiſe the mother, who ſuffered no more in her 
lying: in, than if ſhe had a natural /abour. 
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REFLEXION. 


I never ſaw any other child engaged in this man- 
ner, and tho? it was ſo far advanced, I could not 
get my fingers by the groins to pull it away. 

Mr. Peu adviſes to break the child's legs in theſe 
caſes, to be able to bring them out more eaſily z but 
it is what ought to be avoided, by bending the 
legs, and puſhing the knees towards the mother's 
belly, extending the feet towards the heels in draw- 


ing them out. 
CH A P. XXXI. 
Of the hips preſenting. 


HERE is no part which reſembles the head 
more than the hips, it being hard and round, 


and always at a great diſtance, as it will not admit 
of being bent enough to engage in the paſlage, 
unleſs forced indeed by the ſharpeſt pains a woman 
can endure, after the coming away of the waters. 
The ſurgeon ought not to ſtay till this pretended 
head advances, but muſt without delay ſet about 
enquiring into the ſituation of the child, 


OBSERVATION CCLXXXIII. 


The ſeventh of March 1698, being at Cherbourg 
with a wounded gentleman, the wife of one of the 
chief citizens engaged me to attend her, when 
ſhe ſhould be in labour, being now big with her 
frſt child. I was fetched by fix, in the morning. 
When I came I found a midwife with her, who told 
me that the waters were prepared, the child well 
ſituated, and the pains good; fo that they thanked 


me fof my trouble, and I went away. I was ſetched 
B b : again 
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again at twelve at night, and found that the child 
had preſented the hip for fifteen or ſixteen hours, 
and was ſo engaged by the ſharp and continual 
pains ſhe had endured that I had a great deal of 
trouble to puſh it back a little, to procure myſelf 
the liberty of introducing my hand into the uteri 
to ſeek for the feet, which I found with no ſmall 
difficulty, and had a great deal of trouble in bringing 
them out; the uterus being cloſely contracted about 
the child, and the pains, which were very ſharp, 
forcing me to draw out my hand every now and 
then to reſt it. The placenta came away with dit- 
ficulty ; and the child had but juſt life enough to 


be chriſtened. The mother was a conſiderable 
time 1n recovering, 


REFLEX1ON. 


An ill-grounded modeſty occaſioned all this miſ- 
chief. The paſſage here was free; but it is more- 
over requilite for the delivery to be performed with 
eaſe, that the woman have no pains, which here 
did not diſcontinue a ſingle moment. The child 
had a tumour on the hip, like thoſe which uſually 
happen on the head, when it has been locked in for 
any time. 

If the Coccyx had ever been an obſtacle to delivery, 
it muſt have been ſo on this occaſion ; but I havs 
never met with any from it. | 

There is no ſituation where there is more danger 
of breaking the legs than in this; to avoid it I ſlid 
my hand between the thighs and legs which con- 
ducted me to the feet, but inſtead of pulling them 
down as I generally do, I firſt bent the knees up 


to the mother's belly, and then brought them 
down. | 


** 
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OSE RATIO CCLXXXIV. 


The nineteenth of Auguſt 1701, the Counteſs 
of ; „ ſent for me by five in the morning. I 
found her up, and her pains were ſharp and fre- 
quent, She told me that her waters had came away 
from her in great plenty for above two hours, with- 
out being able to retain them. The pains were ſo 
ſtrong that ſhe muſt have been brought to bed, if 
the child had been well ſituated, the waters coming 
away continually, I put her in a proper ſituation 
to examine how the child preſented, I never met 
with any thing more like a head, and that very 
near; but prepoſſeſſed with the contrary opinion, 
by the. violence of her pains, I puſhed it back by 
degrees, and found out by this means that it was 
the hip. I eaſily lid my hand under it and got 
hold of the feet, which were very near, and deli- 
tered her with a great deal of eaſe. 


REFLEXION, 


That part of the hip which preſented was black 
already, tho? ſhe had not been long in labour, be- 
cauſe the child being very ſmall, and the pains 
very ſharp, which was occaſioned by the inequality 
of the part, the child was engaged more and more 
every moment. 


CHAP. XXXIL 
Of one or both knees preſenting. 


HE knees may be eaſily miſtaken for the 
head, when they are ſtill covered with the 
membranes, and the child is very high; otherwiſe 
there is no room for a miſtake, there being gene- 
| 52 »2 
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rally but one knee that preſents, and its ſize being 
very different from that of the head; and the other 
knee remaining ſomewhat behind: That which is 
moſt advanced muſt be puſhed back a little to get 
hold of the feet, which are eaſily found, the child 
being then, as it were, kneeling upon the os pubis. 


OBSERVATION CCLXXXV. 


The twenty-ſecond of February 1698, Mrs. ...., 
being in labour for the firſt time, and feeling ſome 
ſhort ſlight pains in her belly, navel, and round 
her loins, ſent for me, Having examined the na- 
ture of her pains, and finding them to denote labour, 
I injoined her to ſtay at home ; there was how- 
ever, no neceſſity for me to ſtay with her; I only 
took occaſion to call now and then, which I did 
for three days; during which theſe pains laſted 
without interrupting in the leaſt her uſual diverſions. 
About the end of the third night the pains encrea- 
ſing conſiderably, ſhe ſent for me. I touched her, 
but the os 7ince not being yet dilated enough, I 
was forced to let three or four pains paſs, which 
being pretty ſmart, diſpoſed the parts fo well, that 
J thought I could touch the head through the mem- 
branes, though ſtill at a great diſtance, I remained 
quiet till the waters were come away, when I found 
it was the knee. I puſhed it back when the pain 
was over, and ſought for the foot, which I eaſily 
met with, as well as the other; I joined them to- 
gether, and brought them down to the paſſage. 
The child's face being upwards, I turned it, and 
finiſhed the delivery. 


'REFLEXION. 


This ſituation would be eaſily known, if the 


knee came quite down ; but it is hindered * 
y 


1 0 


oe 


A general Treatiſe of MiDwirky. 373 


by the other knee-reſting on the os pubis, It muſt 
never be pulled down, as it would be eaſily done 
by paſſing the finger towards the ham, but always 
puſhed up. I neyer met with both knees preſent- 
ing at once, one was always behind, tho? ſometimes 


yery near, 
CHAP. XXXIIL 
Qf one or both feet preſenting, 


HEN both feet preſent, the membranes muſt 

be opened, and the child delivered by them: 
If one only, it muſt be puſhed in again to be join- 
ed to the other; never pulling the child out by 
one foot only, unleſs it be abſolutely impoſſible to 
join them together, as it happens ſometimes, tho” 
rarely. Notwithſtanding I am abſolutely againſt the 
reduction of the arm, yet I adviſe that of the foot, 
there being a wide difference between them ; For 
when the arm is come out, the ſurgeon to reduce 
it, is forced to take the child's hand into his own, 
which will always make the arm bend at the elbow; 
whereas when it is the foot, the ſurgeon Can take 
hold of the lower part of the thigh, the leg, or 
foot, according, as the part is advanced, and puſh 
it up gently into the uterus, and there is no dan- 
ger of their falling down again as the arm does, 
there being nothing to hinder them from going in 
again, 


OBSERVATION CCLXXXVI. 


The firſt of September 1693, I was fetched to a 
a hb wife, who was in /abour. I found the 
midwife pulling out the child, as well as ſhe could, 
by the feet, which had preſented firſt ; the body 
was come out as far as the chin, which ſeemed to 


6. be 
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be catched upon the os pubis. The child had been 
dead ſome time. I lid my hand between the bone 


\ and] the chin, introduced a finger into the mouth, 


puſhing back at the ſame time the hinder part of 
the head with my other hand. By theſe means I 
turned the head ſomewhat ſideways, and got my 
finger ſomewhat farther, then acting ſometimes 
with both hands, ſometimes with one only, the 
chin advanced to the paſſage, and gave me a bet- 
ter hold, not daring to pull much by the neck, 
which did not ſeem to be very ſtrong. I reſted 
till another pain came, which happening to be 


Eris ſharp, together wich the ſmall helps I gave 


er, finiſhed a delivery, where the head would 
certainly have remained behind, if I had not uſed 
all theſe precautions. 


C4 AF... AAAS. 


Of the feet preſenting with the head, and of the 
feet, hands, and head preſenting at once, 


NES E extraordinary ſituations prove that 
the child is at liberty to move as it pleaſes in 


the uterus. In reflecting upon the poſture it is in? 


when it preſents the head and feet, or the feet and 
hands, it ſeems that it may or muſt have been in it 


a long time; ſo far I can affirm, that I have opened 


a woman juſt after ſhe had expired, to procure holy 
baptiſm to the child, who nevertheleſs was? dead, 
whom I found in this fituation. - Whether this was 
a diſpoſition which juſt preceded delivery, I am not 

able to tell. | 
The want of room to move in the uterus, or the 
weakneſs of the child, which makes it unable to 
carry the fect'to the place where the head was be- 
fore, may be the cauſe of theſe ſituations. The 
pains too of the mother coming on ſuddenly, 
attended 


a 
a 
c 
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attended with a quick diſcharge of the waters, and: 
an immediate contraction of the uterus, before the 
child has had time to make the proper motion, 
may alſo be the cauſe of them. This labour, like 
others, is eaſy or difficult, according as the ſur- 
geon is called in ſoon or late. 


OBSERVAT ION CCLXXXVII. 


The fourth of November. 1689, being with a 
tradeſman's wife of this town, who was in /abour, 
I found the head through the membranes, with ſome 
other parts, in confuſion 3 I could not tell whether 
it was the hands or feet. Without any further de- 
lay I opened the membranes and found them to be 
the feet. I puſhed back the head into the aterus, 
got hold of the feet, and finiſhed the delivery. 


REFLEXION., 


I cannot come into the way which is propoſed 
by ſome, to pull the child by the feet without 
breaking the membranes; firſt, becauſe the mem- 
branes would make them ſo ſlippery, that ſt would 
be impoſſible to get a firm hold; ſecondly, be- 
cauſe the placenta holding to the membranes, muſt 
be pulled away at the ſame time; thirdly, becauſe 
there is often ſome difficulty in diſtinguiſhing the 
feet from the hands, when mixed with clods of 
blood or the chord, even when the membranes are 
opened, and conſequently much more ſo before 
they are. | 


OBSERvVATlonN CCLXXXVIIL 


The twenty-firſt of November 1700, I was ſent 
for in the night to the pariſh of Montaigne, two 
leagues off, to lay a poor woman, who had been 

b 4 | in 


5 
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in labour two days. I feund the head and feet 
equally advanced; the pains were very ſtrong, ſo 
that the midwife imagined that there was nothing 
to do but dilate the paſſage, and that the head 
would immediately come out. Accordingly ſhe 
tore this poor woman moſt miſerably z the outward 
lips, ympbæ, and clitoris, were prodigiouſly ſwelled, 
and dilated conſiderably, but til] the head kept 
up. I imagined that I ſhould ſoon conquer it, 
by pulling the feet with one hand, and puſhing 
back the head with the other; but the uterus was 
ſo contraſted upon the child, and the pains had 
been ſo ſharp ever ſince the beginning of labour, 
which alſo encreafed as I touched her, that I 
found myſelf diſappointed. Sometimes I puſhed 
back the head, pulling the feet at the ſame time; 
at others I did only one at a time; but at laſt I 
emptied the head of part of the brains, and pulled 
it together with the feet as hard as I could, my feet 
reſting againſt the fide of the bed, and the woman 
being held very ſtrongly ; but all proved ineffec- 
tual ; the paſſage was ſo engaged, that ſhe had 
made no water, nor gone to ſtool for twenty-four 
hours ; notwithſtanding which, her courage did 
not fail her. Having nothing elſe at hand, I gave 
her ſome burnt cyder with a toaſt, while I took 
breath a litttle; after which I cauſed her to be held 
ſtill firmer, and gathering up all my ſtrength, and 
encouraging her at the ſame time to help herſelf, 
I made the laſt ſtruggle and pulled with ſuch force, 
that the child gave way at once, without my know- 
ing how. I brought away the placenta, and gave. 
her a little refrehment. She did not once loſe 
heart, but was troubled afterwards with an invo- 
Juntary coming, away of her water, and ſuch a 
flux, that every thing came from her without her 
knowledge. In ſpite of all theſe things ſhe reco- 

| | vered, 
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t yered, tho* not of fix months after, without any 
b one troubleſome complaint remaining. 
g 
d REFLEXION. 
e | 
I took care to ſend her a deterſive lotion to waſh 


pS Hola 


XX wv 


the contuſed parts ; and after the falling off of the 
ſloughs, I carefully guarded againſt a coherence of 
the parts. I did not find on this occaſion, nor have 
I ever found that the clitoris requires particular ma- 
nagement, 


OBSERVATION CCLXXXIX. 


The eighteenth of Auguſt 1702, a poulterer's wife 
ſent for me. Being gone four leagues another way- 
to lay a lady, the huſband was forced to come for 
me there. I found her with continual pains, and 
the waters had been gone off between three and 
four hours, whence I judged that ſomething ex- 
traordinary was the matter; the pains otherwiſe 
being ſo ſtrong, that ſhe muſt have been brought 
to bed before this time. I found, upon touching 
her, ſeveral parts in confuſion, and having laid her 
in a proper ſituation, I found upon examining them, 
that it was the head, hands and feet, which I eaſily 
diſentangled from the hands, took hold of them, 
and pulled them down to the paſſage, puſhing u 
the head at the ſame time with my other hand. 
Thus I finiſhed this delivery, with ſome time and 
trouble, acting all the while with a great deal of 
. gentleneſs. The mother was very ill fon ſome days, 
but did well afterwards, as likewiſe the child, not- 
withſtanding its being ſo long in ſuch an uneaſy 
ſituation. | | | 
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"REFLEXION. 


Luckily for this woman, the waters did not come 
away all at once, but kept ſtill coming down while 
I was with het. 


ob e es CCXC. 
The third of December 1702, I went to the pariſh 


of Eraudeville two leagues off, to lay a baker's wife, 
whoſe child preſented the head, both hands, and 
one foot, and had all-the, moſt evident ſigns of 
being dead. I puſhed back the head pretty eaſily, 
but chen the hands occupied the paſſage the more, 
and hindered me from paſſing mine in. I tried 
to reduce them by puſhing back the breaſt, expec- 
ting to have them follow it, but I could not do it, 
the paſſage was too much taken up. I alſo tried 
in vain to reduce one of the arms, whereupon I 
reſolved: to finiſh the delivery by one foot only, and 
1 pulled it out as far as the knee, without being 
able to pull it out further, tho? I did all I could : 
I then refolved to reduce it; and to that end puſhed 
it up by the inferior part of the thigh, till I had 
— the body go up; I puſhed up the leg and 
foot in the ſame manner, till I had the liberty of 
ſliding my hand into the zzerus to ſeek for the other 
foot, which I found in a manner fixed towards the - 
middle of the left os ileum, where it ſeemed as if en- 
gaged in the very ſubſtance of the uterus; I looſened 
it away, joined it to the other, and brought them 
both down to the paſſage ; and as I kept pulling 
them, the two arms went in again, and were no 
longer a hindrance to the delivery. The child was 
dead. I brought away a very large placenta, and 
the mother ſuffered a great deal, but recovered at 
laſt. 
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ReyiuxioN. 


I was forded'e go round the Wlerus more. than 
once, before I found the foot; which was buried 
in the ſubſtance of the terns, and as it were placed 
on purpoſe to hinder the delivery; which makes me 
adviſe, when one foot only preſents, to ſeek for 
the other; and if it cannot be found eaſily,” to de- 
liver by one foot only, as I have done ſeveral times 
with a great deal of eaſe; but if you meet with 
much difficulty, you muſt always come to the re- 
duction, and ſeek for the other foot. b 


OBSERVATION CCXCl. 


The twenty-third of March 1712, J was fetched 
at twelve at night to a butter merchant's wife 
of the pariſh of "Montebourg, I found her ſullen, 
unwilling to give any anſwer, and making dreadful 
ſhrieks. She was kneeling on the ground, with 
her elbows leaning on a chair, and holding up her 
head with both her hands. The midwife told me, 
that all ſhe could get of her, was to ſuffer her to 
touch her three times, in which ſhe had remarked; 
that the chord was out, and that the child preſented 
the feet and head, which was very much engaged 
in the paſſage. I began by aſking her, whether 
ſhe would let me deliver her, to ſave her life, with- 
out which ſhe muſt inevitably die, and to that ef- 
fect, if ſhe would let me inform myſelf of the condi- 
tion things were in; ſhe conſented to it, tho? with 
the greateſt reluctancy. In this firſt trial I informed 
myſelf of the child's death, by the want of heat 
and pulſation in the chord, and by its being flabby z 
its noſe was between its legs, ſo that the back form- 
ed a fort of a bow on the fide of the uterus. I ex- 
horted her to ſubmit to be delivered, but ſhe was 


quite 
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quite reſolute to the contrary: I nevertheleſs went 
on in preparing the little bed, when having again 
tried to bring her to reaſon, but in vain, I got ſix 
ſtrong women to aſſiſt me, whom I diſpoſed in 
ſuch a manner, that ſhe could not ſtir hand or foot. 
She was not wanting of her tongue, but without 
minding her, I went about pulling out the feet, 
which ſeemed in appearance ready to come out of 
the vagina; but the ſituation of the head, and the 
arch formed by the body, proved ſuch an obſtacle 
that I found it impoſſible to get them quite out, 
tho? I had no precaution to take, as the child was 
dead; upon this I changed my intention, and ſet 
about puſhing back the child, not by the head, 
for it was ſo faſt locked in, that I ſhould ſooner 
have jammed it to pieces; but by ſliding my hand 
between the head and legs to the belly, which I 
did not execute without trouble ; by this means 
the head went again into the uterus, and the feet 
were left at liberty to come out; the patient too 
finding that we were in earneſt, became quite rea- 
ſonable, and behaved as well as we could expect: 
I then pulled out the feet, taking care to give the 
half turn, and delivered her entirely in a ſhort ſpace 


of time. 


REFLEXION. 


It has always been my cuſtom never to forſake 
any woman, tho? ſhe ſeems never ſo deaf to reaſon ; 
neither do I ever make any ſcruple of promiſing 
them any thing, let the event be ever ſo doubtful ; 
if it proves otherwiſe, the worſt that can happen to 
a ſurgeon is never to be employed again. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


Of the umbilical chord's preſenting with one or 
more parts of the child. 


HEN either the head preſents in a wrong 
ſituation, or any other part of the body 
preſents, the chord then not ſuffering a compreſſion 
ſufficient to intercept the courſe of the blood, the 
child is in no danger of life, provided it be delivered 
by the feet immediately. 


OBSERVATION CCXCIL 


The ſeventh of Fuly 1696, I was fetched to the 
e. of Tamerville, to a working man's wife, whom 

found with ſlow remote pains, which ſhe had ſuf- 
fered four hours, ever ſince which her waters had 
been come away, the umbilical chord which followed 
them was come out to half a foot's length; its heat 
and pulſation aſſured me of the child's life, who 
was ſtill pretty high, and preſented the face very 
full, which I eaſily puſhed back to make room to 
ſearch for the feet, which I eaſily found, and fi- 
niſhed the delivery in leſs than four minutes, the 
mother and child both doing very well. 


REFLEXION,. 


The chord preſerved it's heat and pullation, be- 
cauſe the face preſenting, there was room for it 
to paſs on either ſide of the head. There was no 
care taken to keep up its heat with warm cloths, 
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OBSERVATTON CCXCUI. 


The third of Auguſt 1710, I was deſired to go 
to the pariſh of Brix to a woman who had been in 
a very ſlow labour ever ſince the day before, with- 
out the midwife's knowing what to make of it. I 
found two midwives working as hard as they could, 
to make way for the head, which had preſented 
for three or four hours with the feet and umbilical 
chord, which came out above half a foot in length; 
its pulſation was but very feeble, aud the heat ac- 
cordingly, whence I judged that the child muſt be 
very weak. I took hold of the feet and pulled 
them out, puſhing back the head at the ſame time, 
and by this means put an end to the delivery. The 
child died a quarter of an hour after. 


REFLEXION. 


The parts which the midwives had pitched upon 
were by no means what obſtructed the delivery, 
theſe membranous parts never requiring but a pain 
or two more or leſs, to be dilated ſufficiently ; ac- 
cordingly when the head was once removed, the 
thighs, buttocks, and the reſt of the body came 
out with all the eaſe imaginable, It was not ſo 
much the length of the time that the chord had 
been out, that cauſed the weakneſs of the child, as 
the pretended help of the midwives, 


OBSERVATION CCXCIV. 


The ſeventh of April 1705, a butcher came to 
me and deſired I would come to his wife, who had 
been in labour ſome hours. Finding the child too 
far advanced to aſſure myſelf of its ſituation, and 


having at that time three women pretty much in 
the 
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the ſame condition, I was forced to go back, and 
ſtay with her that was in the greateſt need; having 
done my buſineſs there, I returned to her again; 
but her pans being ſtill ſlower than before; I left 
word with them to fetch me from the other woman 
where I was going, in caſe any alteration ſhould 
happen, as it did an hour after. As I could not be 
with her ſoon enough, I found the chord come out, 
with the head, hand and foot preſenting all together, 
and very near one another. There being a 
ſenſible pulfation in the chord, I placed rhe woman 
right, and without loſing any time in ſeeking for 
the other foot, as the paſſage was taken up with 
ſuch a number of parts, I pulled that which pre- 
ſented with one hand, puſhing back the head with 
the other, to make room for the buttocks ; the 
other thigh, leg and foot, came out bent up againſt 
the belly, without cauſing the leaſt difficulty. The 
child was in good health, notwithſtanding the chord 
being out, this being of no conſequence, when 
the child preſents wrong, except when the labour 
laſts a long while, and then not ſo much on ac- 


count of the chord preſenting, as of the ill ſituation 
itſelf, 


REFLEXION. 


It is always better to pull the child out by both 
feet, but in ſome caſes we cannot get at them; 
wherefore we may try with one firſt ; and if this 
will not do, we muſt be cautious that we pull-not 
too hard, for fear of diſlocating the head of the 
femur, but muſt then introduce the hand along the 
leg till we come to the upper part of the thigh ; 
we can then eaſily puſh back the child by the 
crotch, and find out the other foot. 
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OBSsERVATION CCXCV, 


The twenty-ſeventh of Oober 1711, Þ was fetched 
to a carpenter's wife at Montebourg, who had been 
in labour ever ſince the day before. I found the 


woman very much exhauſted, one foot, both the 


hands, and the head, preſenting together with the 
chord, which however did not come out, but was 
cold and without any pulſation. I ſlid in my hand, 
puſhed back the head, and went to the bottom of 
the uterus, where I found the other foot, which I 
brought down to the paſſage, joined it to its fellow, 
and as I kept pulling them, the arms went in 
again, as they generally do, and left me the paſ- 


ſage free to finiſh the delivery, which I did in lefs 


than eight minutes. The child was dead ; but the 
woman was ſo pleaſed with being delivered ſo quick, 
that ſhe affirmed ſhe had ſuffered no pain. 


REFLEXION, 


The midwife finding this labour above her 
match, ſent for a young ſurgeon, who pulled the 
foot with all his might; but getting no ground, 
was feized with fear, and quitted the undertak- 


ing. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVI, 


Of the benefit that accrues to the mother from 
being delivered of the ſecond child, when there 
are two ; and that there is no neceſſity that a 


woman fhould be brought to bed before ber 
time when ſhe is big with two children. 


HATEVER attention I have applied my- 
ſelf with, to examine theſe ſorts of preg- 
nancies, I have never obſerved any thing in them, 
but what may be met with in any other; as the 
extraordinary bigneſs of the belly, the ſwelling of 
the legs, the difficulty of walking, the equal mo- 
tions on both ſides of the belly; neither is it a con- 
ſtant truth that women are always brought to bed in 
theſe caſes ſome days more or leſs before their time. 

When the firſt child is born, whether the ſecond 
preſents right or wrong, I open the membranes and 
bring it out by the feet, unleſs indeed the pains 
are ſo ſtrong, that they are able to terminate the 


labour inſtantly. 


OBSERVATION CCXCVI, 


A lady that lived four leagues off, whom I had 
laid ſeveral times, thinking herſelf at her full 
reckoning, deſired me to be with her by the ſeven- 
teenth of Auguſt 1698 ; but ſhe was not brought to 
bed till fifteen days after. She was neither bigger 
nor leſs than in her former pregnancies, having 
walked to church, which was pretty far from her 
houſe, the very day before ſhe was brought to bed, 
which was of a girl that came with the feet firſt ; 
the pains kept on, and as they ceaſed, the mem- 
branes and waters of another child preſented at the 

Ce extremity 


\ 
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, extremity of the vagina. I found the head well 
ſituated, but ſtill very far off, which engaged me 
to break the membranes, and bring out the child big 
by the feet. The placenta, tho? common to both ch 
children, was exceeding ſmall, 


REFLEXION, 


This lady was very much ſurprized to hear that P. 
ſhe was big with two children, having had no un- ch 
uſual complaint during the whole courſe of her 
pregnancy, except that her belly, inſtead of point- 
ing up forwards as it uſed to do, was very broad, 
and ſwelled out behind and on both ſides. What ſu 
helped to deceive her was the ſmall quantity of Ml ® 


waters, and ſmallneſs of the placenta. ol 
W 
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A lady that lived near enough this town to have f 
me with her at call, told me that ſhe expected to 
lie- in at the latter end of March, that I might not 
be from home at that time; ſhe was indeed ill at 

that time, but it went off; and ſix weeks after 
ſome ſlight pains came on, and ſhe found herſelf 
quite wet in bed. She ſent me word of her con- 
dition. As ſhe was in bed I touched her, and found 
the child preſented a foot, hand, and the head. 
I immediately got the little bed ready, and having 
placed her in a proper ſituation, with one hand I 
pulled the foot, puſhing back the head with the 
other; then the other foot came with the leg and 
thigh lying along the belly, and did not ſtop the 
reſt of the body in the leaft, which I pulled by the 
hips without diſengaging either arms or head. 
Finding ſome reſiſtance in bringing away the pla- 
centa, I ſlid my hand along the chord, and met with 
the membranes of another child that preſented "ry 
head, 
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head. I was not ſurprized at it, as ſhe was very 
big after her waters were come away, and the firſt 
child was very ſmall; tho' this preſented right, I 
opened the membranes and brought it out by the 
feet, after having made two ligatures upon the 
chord of the firſt, and cut it off between them; 
it was a much larger child than the firſt. The 
lacenta was very large, and common to both the 
children, who did very well. 


REFLEXION. 


This lady had no complaint that could make her 
ſuſpect that ſhe was big with two children, her legs 
and feet did not even ſwell, only at the latter end 
of her time ſhe was very heavy and unweildy, 
which ſhe attributed to her going beyond her time, 
contrary to what is advanced of women being 
brought to bed ſome days before on theſe occa- 


ſions, 


OBSERVAT TON COXCVIIL. 


The thirteenth of Fuly 1700, I was fetched in a 
hurry to a butcher's wife of Montebourg, who was 
brought to bed, but the placenia was left behind. 
The midwife had pulled the cord a long time with 
a great deal of violence, without regarding the 
blood pouring down from the placenta's being 
looſened in part, nor the ſhrieks of the patients 
the chord however did not break, and at laſt 
the midwife reſolved to ſend for me. I ſlid my 
hand into the wterus, where I found the membranes 
and waters of another child, which I let out, and 
a hand preſented ; bur as the paſſage was not taken 
up by it, I did not ſuffer it to come down lower, 
but carried on my hand to the feet, which I joined 
together and finiſhed the delivery in an inſtant, in 
the preſence of above thirty people. The child 


lived long enough to be chriſtened by the parſon 
DC'S =: who 
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who was preſent, having juſt given the ſacrament of 
the extreme unction to the woman, who died twelve 
hours after. 


REFLEXION. 


It would have been very lucky for this woman if 
the chord had broke, as the midwife would then 
have introduced her hand into the uterus, to looſen 
away the placenta, having done it ſeveral times be- 
fore ; at other times ſhe uſed to tie the chord round 
the woman's thigh, and it was always expelled af- 
terwards by a few ſlight pains. 


OBSERVATION CCXCIX. 


The ſeventeenth of OZober 1699, a glover's wife 
whom I had delivered ſeveral times, ſent for me by 
ſix in the morning. I found the child well ſituated 
and the membranes ready to open. Being very ſmall, 
ſhe always appeared very big, nay almoſt round, 
walking with a great deal of difficulty. The very 
next pains opened the membranes, and the child fol. 
lowed the waters. I brought away a very ſmall 
Placenta; and as I was thinking of nothing elſe but 
putting her to bed, ſhe was ſuddenly taken with 
a very ſharp pain; I was not ſurprized at it, this 
being cuſtomary to her; but as it continued, | 
thought myſelf obliged ro enquire whether there 
was no extraordinary cauſe, I found the waters of 
another child, but the pains being too ſtrong, and 
the membranes too tenſe, I ſtaid till it ſhould be over, 
inſtead of which it encreaſed to ſuch a degree, that 
the membranes broke, and the waters came away, 
ſollowed by the arm and umbilical chord. I ſearch- 
ed for the feet, and delivered the child, giving it 
firſt the half turn to place the face downwards. It 
was a ſtout jolly boy. The placenta was exceeding 

large 
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large, and much more ſo than the firſt; but the 
waters in either birth were in very ſmall quantity. 


C HAP. XXXVII. 
Of three births at a time. 


HEN there are three or more children, 
the ſame method is to be uſed towards the 
third and reſt that I adviſed for the ſecond. 


OBSERVATION CCC. 


The thirteenth of June 1692, I was ſent for to 
the pariſh of Colombi, to a ſtrong luſty woman, 
who was in /abour of her firſt child, but appeared 
too big to have but one. During the interval 
of the pains, I examined the child's ſituation, and 
found the head right and very near; at the very 
next pains the waters came away, and the child . 
immediately after. I followed up the chord without 
pulling it, and was right in my conjecture, meeting 
with other waters and a child : I gave a gentle pull, 
to ſee whether this firſt child had not its particular pla. 
cenla; but as it reſiſted, I made two ligatures upon 
the chord, and cut it off between them. I opened 
the membranes of the ſecond, though it was well 
ſituated, and brought it out by the feet, leaving 
it between the mother's legs. I pulled che two 
chords ſometimes alternately, ſometimes together ; 
that of the laſt child drew away its placenta ;, I ima- 
gined then that each child had its own placenta ;, but 
finding the ſame reſiſtance in the chord, I was once 
more obliged to introduce my hand into the uterus 
to find the reaſon of it; I faund a third child, as 
the firſt, and occupying the ſame place. I delivered 
it in the.ſame manner. They were all boys; and 
the whole work was over in lefs than half an hour, 
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I made a double ligature upon the chord, cut it 


off between, getting, by this means, the child out 
of my way; and by pulling both chords, ſome- 
times together and ſometimes alternately, I brought 
away a placenta of a prodigious bigneſs. 


OBSERVATION CCCI. 


The twenty-third of March 1702, a midwife 
having delivered a lockſmith's wife of two children, 
and the placenia not coming away, tho? ſhe uſed all 
proper means, ſent for me. I paſſed my hand 
into the uterus, and found a child lying acroſs in its 
membranes and waters: I Jet them out and brought 
it away by the feet, giving it the half turn, while I 
pulled it down to place the face downwards; not 
being able to get away the placenta by the chords, 
becauſe of its bigneſs; I once more paſſed in my 
hand and got it away : It belonged to three chil- 
dren, which were girls; but all ſo ſmall that they 
lived but three days. 


CHAT. XEEVEL 
Of what is to be done before the os tince 1s 
ſufficiently dilated. 


HO! the pains ſhould be never fo ſtrong, and. 
che child ſhould preſent in an unnatural 


poſture, the ſurgeon ought not to attempt the deli- 


very before the os tinc# is ſufficiently dilated, ſince 


before this, and while it is ſtill in the waters, the 
child may change an unnatural ſituation for a na- 


tural one, there being nothing that hinders it from 


it. For the roundneſs and ſoft conſiſtence of the 
uterus makes it capable of extending any ways, the 
contents of the abdomen as membranes making no 
oppoſition on their parts; its capacity too and the 
; | waters 


— 
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waters it contains, make it entirely abſurd to think 
otherwiſe, but that the child has full liberty to 
move about and take what ſituation it pleaſes, the 
whole time of pregnancy, and during labour pains, 
and even till the waters be come away. 


OBSERVATION CCCII, 


The ſeventh of April 1714, being five leagues off 
with the marchioneſs of. and labour declaring 
itſelf by exceeding ſharp pains, I touched her, and 
found thro? the fubſtance or body of the uterus, (its 
mouth not being yet dilated,) ſeveral parts preſent- 
ing, without being able to make out whether they 
were feet or hands, it being impoſſible to do it 
while the os ſincæ is cloſed ; upon its dilating ſoon 
after, I found the feet, hands, and head, thro? the 
membranes ; they broke at the very next pain, and 
all theſe parts advanced together; but as I was pre- 

ared for them, having made out the feet from the 
hands, I pulled them down, puſhing back the 
head at the fame time, which was not quite ſo low 
as the feet, and by that means ſoon brought out 
the whole body. The placenta was exceeding large. 


REFLEXION. 


The ſurgeon ought even to ſtay the coming 
away of the waters before he ſets about helping the 
woman, unleſs ſome parts, as the hands and feet, 
ſhould advance in the paſſage, puſhing the mem- 
branes and waters before them, or the pains ſhould 
be weak on occaſion of the bad ſituation of the 
child, or the thickneſs of the membranes ſhould 
prevent them from breaking; in which caſe he 
muſt break them himſelf, but never before the full 
dilatation of the os tincæ, that which is brought on 
by nature being leſs painful, and obnoxious to in- 
flammation than that which is made by other help; 
which makes me forbid midwives touching women 

CEL but 
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but when there is a real occaſion, and enjdin them 
to forbear their officious helps in widening the 
paſſage, | 


OBSERVATION CCC. 


The twelfth of April 1713, I was fetched four- 
teen leagues off to a lady, whoſe /abour began with 
ſight ſhort pains, but ſoon encreaſed to ſuch a de- 
gree, as to make us expect a ſpeedy delivery. I 
touched her, and found thro* the uterus, the mouth 
of which was not yet dilated, ſeveral ſmall parts 
preſenting confuſedly, The pains encreaſing, I 
touched her again, and found beſides theſe ſmall 
parts, a large hard round body, without being able 
to make out whether it was the head, buttocks, 
knee, or ſhoulder, being prevented by the thick- 
neſs of the parts which were between my fingers 
and the child. I ſtaid till the os fincæ was dilated, 
which happening ſoon after, I found the head in a 
pretty good ſituation, and the waters near coming 
away; which when they did I ſoon finiſhed the 
delivery, by puſhing back the feet, which were no- 
thing near ſo much advanced as the head. 


REFLEXION, 


The os tince inſtead of being ſituated at the exe 
tremity of the vagina, as one would expect, is ge- 
. nerally in the poſterior part towards the os ſacrum, 
where it forms an inequality more or leſs conſide- 
rable; it makes but one body with the uterus, 
forming a ſort of ball: So that when we are forced 
to deliver a woman during her pregnancy, on the 
account of,convulſions, or any ather cauſe, we muſt 
ſeek for the os tincæ backwards. 

The truth of what I advance appears in every 
labour where we chance to come before the pos 

"ave 
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have been ſtrong enough to dilate the mouth of 
the uterus, where we find that this dilatation is made 
from behind forwards, and ſometimes ſo imper- 
fectly that the child's head puſhes forwards part of 
the os /ince 3 in which caſe the ſurgeon is of great 
help, by dilating this orifice with his finger, and 
puſhing it behind the child's head, forwarding by 
this means the delivery, which otherwiſe would cauſe 
more pain to the mother. 

Some pretend that theſe ſorts of labour occaſion the 
bearing down or relaxation of the uterus, in which 
they are certainly miſtaken, the child's head puſh- 
ing down only the os iince, wholly or in part, di- 
lating it ſooner or later, without the reſt of the 
body of the uterus being able to come down, as it 
is retained by the child it contains. The placenta 
indeed, when pulled away too roughly, may occa- 
ſion this diſorder, and even an inverſion of the uterus, 
whence death enſues, unleſs it be immediately re- 
duced by a ſurgeon ſkilful in theſe matters. 


OBsERVATION CCCIV. 


The ſixteenth of May 1703, I delivered a woman 
in the pariſh of Yvetor, whom I had for three 
months under my care, for a compound fracture of 
the left leg. The coming away of ſeveral ſplinters 
and a conſiderable exfoliation we were obliged to 
wait for, retarded the cure for two months; and 
yet notwithſtanding the fright ſhe had when. her 
leg was broke, and the pain ſhe ſuffered afterwards, 
her labour was very ſhort and eaſy. 


OBSERVATION CCC. 


The third of June 1707, I was ſent for to a 
miller's wife of the pariſh of Quineville, who when 
fix months gone of her time, a mill-ſtone broke in 

ſeveral 
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ſeveral pieces, and one of them fell upon her leg, 
making the fleſh and bones as flat as a board. 
A ſea ſurgeon took care of her for a month, but 
ſeeing no likelihood of curing her called me in. 
— 2 being jammed to pieces from the knee 
to the ankle, I adviſed amputation, which was alſo 
agreed on by the ſurgeon of the regiment of Gaſion, 
that was encamped near there; and I performed it 
the next day in the very place where it was broke, 
the fracture being very near the knee, I dreſſed 
her twice, then left her to their care, ſeeing her 
but now and then, till the time of her labour, which 
was ſo eaſy, that I had but juſt time to examine 
the ſituation of the child, before the waters came 
away, and a hearty child followed with the placenta. 
It is ſurprizing how thig poor woman ſhould bear 
up under ſuch a terrible accident, while others miſ- 
carry every day by meer trifles. 


REFLEXION. 


Was it true that the head always fell down at the 
end of the ſeventh month by its ſpecific gravity, 
theſe children muſt have come with the feet firſt, 
which they did not, their mothers for the three 
laſt months of their pregnancies, being never once 
- fitting, kneeling or ſtanding, and without theſe 
ſituations the weight of the head could fignify no- 
thing to the reſt of the body. 
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CHAPTER I. 
Deliveries of various kinds. 


\HERE are ſome deliveries ſo complicated 

that they belong to more than one ſort at 

once, for which I have thought it proper, for order 
ſake, to explain them in particular chapters. 


OBSGERVATION CCCVI. 


The third of Fuly 1702, a painter's wife, about 
ſeven months and a half gone with child, ſent for 
88 me 


— 
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me, upon her waters coming away all of a ſudden, 
I found her with flight pains, the os tince open 
enough eaſily to admit a finger, the child well ſi- 
tuated, and all diſpoſed for a ſpeedy delivery, bar- 
ring the pains, which inſtead of increaſing, as one 
might have expected, went off entirely, and ſhe 
enjoyed a good ſtate of health ghe remaining time 
of her pregnancy, going about the buſineſs of the 
family, as uſual; at the ninth month the pains 
came on ſtrong enough for her to ſend for me, and 
I delivered her almoſt as ſoon as I came, tho? the 
waters had been - gone off ſo long, and no new 
ones appeared. It was a ſtout healthy girl. The 
Placenta followed with the ſame eaſe. 


OBSERVATION CCCVII, 


The ſeventh of June 1711, Stiler's wife eight 
months gone with child, heard a fort of a cracking 
noiſe in her belly in going to bed, and found her- 
ſelf afterwards ſwimming in water, no pains fol- 
lowing. She made no account of it, and reſted 
well notwithſtanding. The next day ſhe let me 
know what had happened, and as ſhe was very well, 
I bid her fatigue herſelf as little as poſſible z but 
ſhe minded me fo little, that I met her ſeveral 
times in the ſtreets, till labour came on, when ſhe 
ſent for me; and in leſs than an hour ſhe was 
brought to bed of a ſtout boy. I brought away 
the placenta, and left her in very good order. 


REFLEXION, 


The dilation of the wterus in the firſt woman, 
and the child's head which I touched naked, are 
evident proofs that theſe were the real waters that 
came away, not proceeding from any dropſy of 


the uterus, or being what ſome midwives wo 
cal 
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call the firſt waters; this is ſtill further proved by 


there coming away no water when they. were 
brought to bed, the /abour going on happily notwith- 
ſtanding this accident, a glairy humour having done 
the office of the waters, and kept the uterus moiſt 
and ſupple. This ſhews us, however, how cautious , 
we ought to be not to haſten on labour before nature 
declares herſelf evidently. - 


OBSERVATION CCCVIIL 


In the beginning of the month of May 1714, a 
woman came to conſult me on ſeveral complaints 
ſhe laboured under, as nauſeous vomiting, a weart- 
neſs, and a general diſlike of every thing ſhe uſed 
to eat, and was moſt fond of; I gave her my word 
that ſhe was with child ; but ſhe would not believe 
it, not having had her menſes for four years, and 
being afMlifted ever ſince with a conſiderable diſ- 
charge of the whites. Seeing in her all the ſigns 
of fulneſs, I bled her the next day, and this pro- 
curing her ſome appetite, I repeated it ſome days 
after, which anſwered ſo well that all her com- 
plaints went off, and ſhe thought no more of her 
being with child, till it quickened, which was three 
months and a half after: Fifteen or twenty days 
after this ſhe ſent for me. I found her yery much 
frightened on the account of ſome waters which 
were juſt come away, being under apprehenſion of 
her going to miſcarry ; as ſhe felt no pains in her 
belly or loins, I adviſed her to lie quiet at home with- 
out uſing any other precaution. She went on very 
well, and the child ftirred more and more every 
day, which ſhewed that it encreaſed in ſtrength, 
tho? ſtill the whites Kept coming down. A month 
after, which was the ſixth of her pregnancy, ſhe 
had another evacuation like the firſt, and two more 
afterwards at a month's diſtance. On the fifth of 


January 
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January labour pains came on, but ſo weak and re- 
mote, that tho* the true waters came away that 
very day, ſhe gras not brought to bed till the eighth. 
She had a very good lying- in, but did not get rid 
of the whites. | 


REFLEXION. 


Had theſe waters been thoſe of the child, they 
muſt have been diſcharged wholly at once by the 
orifice that was made, and no others would have 
ſucceeded, whence the child's death muſt have en- 
ſued; whereas it was in very good health, and 
there came away a reaſonable quantity of water 
when ſhe was brought to bed: Had they been 
contained between the uterus and membranes, they 
muſt have been furniſhed by the veſſels of the uterus 
like the whites, and like them kept coming down 
continually, I imagine rather that they were con- 
' tained in particular membranes, like cytes, which 
when filled and extended to a certain degree, broke 
and diſcharged themſelves, filling again afterwards, 
and diſcharging themſelves in the ſame manner. , 

It is generally advanced that the whites by re- 
laxing the parts facilitate the delivery; whereas this 
woman was three days in labour notwithſtanding. 

It is furpriſing how this alerus afflicted with ſuch 
a continual diſcharge for four years, could be able 
to retain the ſeed, and become pregnant; but I 
have ſeen above two hundred women that have 
become big with child while they had that diſorder 
upon them, and on whom it has remained after- 
wards. | 

Galen is very much miſtaken in advancing, that 
the os tincæ is ſo abſolutely cloſed afrer conception, 
that it will not admit of the fineſt needle, whereas 
it will admit the largeſt catheter. Hippocrates is of 
he {ame opinion, as is evident from his giving the 

moiſt 
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moiſt temperament of a woman, and the continual . 
flux of the whites, as a cauſe of abortion, becauſe 
the uterus is rendered ſo moiſt and lax thereby, 
that it eaſily wy with the child, which would not 
happen unleſs the mouth of the uterus was open; 
however, I am not of opinion with Hippocrates, 
that women of a lax habit are any ways more ſub- 
ject to miſcarry than thoſe of the drieſt tempera- 


ment. 


CHAP. 


Of the bad effect of the waters when they are 
either in too great or too ſmall a quantity. 


HEN the waters are in too ſmall a quan- 

tity, the uterus is ſo little dilated, that the 
child is kept in ſuch an uneaſy ſituation that the 
mother can hardly be ſenſible of its motions, which 
makes her call in queſtion her being with child at 
all ; when they are in too great a quantity, the 
burthen is ſo uneaſy, that ſhe is apt to ſuſpect her- 
ſelf big with two children ; beſides in this caſe the 
uterus 18 ſo much dilated, that there is danger 
of the child's coming into the world before its en- 
tire perfection. A very large placenta is alſo apt to 


make women imagine themſelves big with two 
children, Fg 


OBSERVATION CCCIX. 


The ſeventeenth of November 1692, a young 
woman big with child for the firſt time, deſired to 
ſee me, to conſult me about the condition ſhe was in, 
ſuſpecting her having twins: I tried all my endea- 
vours to make her eaſy, tho* I believed the thing 
as much as herſelf; tho? at the worſt it was but 

ſuffering 
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ſuffering a little more during the time of her preg- 
nancy; the birth of two children being as eaſy, if 
not more ſo, than that of one, the children being 
always ſmaller. | 
She went on as ſhe begun, her legs ſwelled ex. 
ceſſively, the child was felt on both, ſides at once, 
and ſhe was hardly able to ſtir. Labour came on 
with very ſharp pains before it was expected ; all 
theſe things confirmed our ſuſpicion. I took all 
proper meaſures, as if there had been two chil. 
dren, notwithſtanding which I found but one, nei- 
ther was it very large. The exceſſive bigneſs of this 
woman was owing to the prodigious quantity of 
waters. The labour was ſoon over. The mother 
was not long in getting up again; but the child, 

that ſeemed hearty, died almoſt as ſoon as born. 


REFLEXION. 


The blood of this woman muſt have been almoſt 
melted down, to ſupply ſuch an abundance of wa- 
ters; and had they not taken their courſe towards 
the uterus and legs, ſhe muſt have been ,anaſarcous 
all over. The child being felt on both ſides at 
once was owing to the prodigious extenſion of the 

ulerus, which ſuffered it to take any ſituation, and 
ſtretch itſelf its whole length. 


OBSERVATION CCCX. 


A lady that lived four leagues off, ſent for me 
the twenty - ſecond of January 1701, to engage me 
to deliver her, not daring to truſt to her mid wife, 
on account of her extraordinary bigneſs with re- 
ſpe& to the time; her belly was ſo large that ſhe 
was hardly able to carry it; her legs were ſwelled, 
and ſhe felt ſuch violent motions in her belly, that 


ſhe thought there were ſeveral children fighting 
together, 


* 
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together, Her complaints kept encreaſing to the 
time of her labour, which came on much ſooner 
than we ted, and with very ſtrong pains. . Be- 
fore I could be with her ſhe was brought to bed of 

a dead child, after having voided ſuch a prodigious 
quantity of water, that it run out of the room down 
ſtairs in ſtreams. The placenta came away pretty 
_ and ſhe did very well. The child was very 


REFLEXION. 


The children in theſe ſort of pregnancies, by 
n of the evil diſpoſition of their mother's 
lood, which is their food, are kept in a continual 
indiſpolition, never grow large, and always come 
into the world before their time, the ſtate of the 
uterns being fo lax as to open on the very firſt oc- 
caſion. It is really ſurprizing that theſe women 
weat fo long, conſidering the violent extenſion the 
wierus muſt have undergone. | 


OBSERVATION CCI. 


The third of February 1699, a merchant's wife 
during all the time of her pregnancy laboured un- 
der ſeveral infirmities, her legs were exceſſively ſwel- 
led, and her belly was ſo large that ſhe was hardly 
able to carry it, feeling beſides very violent and 
painful motions on both ſides of her belly at once. 
When ſhe was in labour, the child's hand followed 
the waters, upon which the midwife ſent for me. 
I lid my-hand. in the vagina along the arm, to feek 
for the feet, which were ſo ſmall, that I durſt not 
pull them out, before I had gone round the mu! 
with my hand ſeveral times to ſee if there was not 
more than one child, the ſmallneſs of this and her. 
«day Dd aa 
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extraordinary bigneſs making me ſuſpect it.” Find. 
ing but one, I ſoon finiſhed the'delfvery;” The pls 
centa was more than double the common ſize, the 
chord proved ſtrong enough to looſemn it away, but 
J was forced to paſs my hand into the uterus to 
bring it out. The child died almoft immediately, 
but the mother recovered in a very little time. 

REFLEXION, 1775 

Thus we find how doubtful are the prognoſticks 
of a woman being big. with two children. 

I never ſaw fo large a placenta as this, not even 
when belonging to two children. The method. 1 
uſed here to bring it out, ought to be put in prac! 
tice whenever the chord is too weak, but never 
elſe. | til 


HAT. N. 


Of labours againſt nature by the extreme big- 
neſs of the head, tho the child preſents right. 


HEN the head by its extreme. bigneſs can- 

not get more forwards than juſt the en- 

trance of the vagina, the beſt and ſureſt method is 
to paſs the hand into the uterus by the ſide of the 
head, (which however cloſes the entrance ſo exactly 
as to make it very difficult) and bring out the feet; 
for the child in this ſituation is conſtrained only 
during the pains, and periſhes merely by the length 
of the labour. This method is much preferable to 
the uſe of the crotebet, or to opening the ſkull z the 
woman not being ſo much expoſed to be injured, 
and the child not being killed, if it chances ſtill to 
e alive, which is often the caſe; even when we 
imagine we have the moſt certain ſigns of its death. 


OBSER- 
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OB8k&RvATION » CCCXII. 


The fixth of Fanuary 1710; a. merchant's wife 
ſcat far, me. I found her with light | pains, her 
waters gone of, and her child l gun 
tho? at a great diſtance. The reſt of the day 
the following night paſſed after this manner, de 
pains coming on now and then, and becoming 
very ſtrong and frequent the next day and day at- 
ter, without the, child getting more forward 1n the 
leaſt. I plainly felt the -roundneſs of the head, 
which appeared to me to be large and hard, and 
to fill up exactly the entrance of the vagina. 80 
lingering a labour, joined to her vomiting up every 
thing ſhe took, and not taking the leaſt reſt, made 
her ſo weak, chat ſhe fainted away ſeveral times; 
the child too gave no manner of ſign of life by 
ſtirring, but there were none of thoſe ſymptoms 
which always attend a child's death; the head, in- 
ſtead of being ſoft, and the bones inſtead of riding 
over one another, were round, hard and even, no 
ſerofities nor ill ſmell came from the private parts. 
A doubt of this nature induced me to attempt the 
delivery; and accordingly I flid my hand along the 
vagina as far as the child's head, which with ſome 
difficulty I puſhed back enough to procure, myſelf 
room to paſs in my hand and get hold of the feet, 
which I drew out. The child v was of ſuch a pro- 
digious ſize, that I had an infinite deal of trouble 
to bring it out as far as the arm-pits; I diſengaged 
the arms one after another, and introduced. a; finger 
into the mouth, pulling ſometimes in a direct line, 
ſometimes on one fide and then on the other, or 
up and down, till at laſt it came out whole, but 
ſo weak, that it died as ſoon as chriſtened. | 
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REFLETYI1ION, 


Some childrens heads are ſo hard, that they loſe 
nothing of their roundneſs and figure, let the pains 
that drive them on be never ſo ſharp, while others 
are ſo ſoft, that they fit themſelves to the paſſage, 
by the bones riding fo much over one another, as 
to be perceptible to the operator, tho* the child 
at the ſame time may be ſtrong and hearty, whence 
we may obſerve, that we ought not to rely on this 
as a proof of the child's death, 

The woman's locbia ſtopped almoſt as ſoon as 
ſhe was brought to bed, to which fo violent 
a flux ſucceeded, that every thing came away 
from her involuntarily z her belly became hard, 
tenſe, and painful, and ſhe had a very high fever ; 
notwithſtanding which ſhe got over it merely by 
proper diet and attendance, without the uſe of any 
medicines. 


On zxvatron nn 


The thirteenth of November 1711, a waggoner 
who lived a quarter of a league out of town, and 
- whoſe wife I had delivered in ſeveral hard /abours, 
came on the ſame errand to me one. Friday in the 
afternoon. As her labour was but juſt begun, and 
he could give me no exact account of her condition, 
and that beſides I had been buſy ever ſince the day 
before with a young woman, whoſe labour was very 
lingering, I did not think it proper to leave this 
for her; I contented myſelf with recommending a 
midwife, whom I knew to be pretty ſkilful, pro- 
miſing to go to her, if any thing extraordinary 
was the matter. I heard nothing of her the Sa- 
* turday and Sunday, when the perſon I was with was 
brought to bed at twelve at noon, having been in 
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labour ever ſince the Thur/day at the ſame hour, I 
made . no doubt but that ſhe was brought to bed, 
when on the Monday at four in the afternoon, I 
was deſired to come to her: They told me that 
the continual fainting fits ſhe had, made her life 
to be deſpaired of; and that ſhe ſaid ſhe ſhould die 
eaſy if ſhe could but ſee me. I found her almoſt 
without pulſe, and the child ſo weak, that it was 
hard to E whether it was alive; its head occu- 
pied the bottom of the vagina, without being in 
the leaſt engaged. I ſlid my hand by the fide of 
it and brought out the feet, uſing the ſame pre- 
cautions as in the caſe juſt mentioned. It was a 
very large girl, who at firſt appeared ſomewhat 
weak and ſtunned, but ſoon came to herſelf ; the 
mother too did very well, and got up again in a 
fortnight. | 


REFLEXION. 


When once the child is engaged in the paſſage, 
it is paſt our ſkill to puſh it back; could an operator 
foreſce this, he would fave the woman a great deal 
of pain, but this is impoſſible ; and when it does 
happen all we can do, is to wait patiently for the 

ins to do the work, or have recourſe to the 
crotchzt or ſuch like inſtruments, tho? conſidering 
the great improvements made in this art for the 
laſt century, we need not deſpair of ſome new 
means being one time or other found out to help 
theſe ſorts of /abours. 


Da: ene 


406 A general Treatiſe of Mtn wir wy, - 


CHAP. IV. 


Of | the head, Heuler, hips, and whole "body 
being of an extraordinary bigheſs, _ 


"HIS caſe is ſeldom met with, but when it is, 

it gives 4 great deal of trouble to the ope- 

rator; and unleſs nature on her part gives her u ual 

aſſiſtance, he is often forced to have recourſe to 
inſtruments. 8 


' OBs8ERvaTion CCCXIV.. 


The twelfth of November 1711, I was ſent for 
to a plowman's wife half a league out of town. 
The child was far advanced in the paſſage, and 
the pains were of ſuch a nature as to make me ex- 
pect a ſpeedy delivery; four hours however paſſed 
before the head came out, and the ſhoulders gave 
me no leſs trouble; I pulled them out by paſſing 
my fingers in the arm-pits, then diſengaged the 
arms, and imagined the work over ; but the hips 
made as great a reſiſtance, and I was forced to 
make uſe of the nurſe's aſſiſtance, doing together 
our greateſt endeavours ; notwithſtanding which the 
child who was the, largeſt boy I had ever ſeen in 
my life, came alive. The placenia was exceeding 
large, and the mother found herſelf well as ſoon 


1 


as delivered. 


REFLEXION, 


The bigreſs of this child could not be owing to 
the tallneſs or ſtoutneſs of the father, or to his hav- 
ing very broad ſhoulders, for he was but of a very 
mittling ſtature, 3 


OBS3R- 
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OBSsRR var 10N  CCCXV. 


In the year 1712, I delivered two women whoſe 
children were of the ſame bigneſs with the pre- 
ceding, and gave me the ſame trouble. I am not 
able to account for this, for as to the reaſon, juſt 
mentioned, I know it to be falſe, having delivered 
ſeveral women of very ſmall children, whoſe. huſ- 
bands were very tall Juſty men, and they themſelves 
of a very good hape. When it does happen, it 
is not owing to any ſtanding rule, but to meer 
chance; it being as uſual to ſee a little woman and 
a little man have ſtout children. | | 


OBSERVATI * CCCXVI. 


The nineteenth of OZober 1712, I was fetched 
half a league off to a working man's wife, whoſe 
waters had been come away three days. The child 
was well ſituated, and the head, which was too 
large preſented at the bottom of the vagina, with- 
out being any ways engaged, The mother's ſtrength 
was quite exhauſted by the continual pains ſhe had 
endured from the firſt of her labour. Ever ſince 
the day before, the meconium came away in great 
quantity, and the chord, which was got out under- 
neath the head, without however hanging out of 
the vagina, was cold and without pulſation. I re- 
ſolved to ſeek ſor the feet, and to that effect paſſed 
in my hand along the child's back, to about the 
middle of the body; but the aterus. was fo cloſely 
contracted about it, that I could not get it further, 
ſo that I was forced to take it out, and pals ĩt᷑ un- 
derneath the ffernum, but with no better ſucceſs; 1 
took it away. thus four times, without being able to 
get at the ſeet; this had never happened to me 
before in my life. I then reſolved upon opening 
aw | Dd 4 | ths 
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dhe cranium, which 1 did by ſticking my. ſciffars 


into the cranium, and opening them afterwards to 
widen the orifice enough for the admittance of 
my fingers, I broke off ſeveral pieces of the parie- 
tale bones, and made an opening wide enough to 
empty the brain; after this I tried to bring away 
the head, with my hand paſſed in the inſide of the 
head; but when it advanced and began to engage 
between the bones, it was ſo ſqueezed that I could 
not get it further; upon this I again broke off ſe. 
veral pieces, not only of the parietale, but alſo of 
the coronal and occipital bones, but ſtill with the 
ſame ſucceſs, my hand being always ſqueezed in 
this paſſage; I then ſent for a crotchet, which J 
ſtuck into the right ear, one hand being applied 
againſt the other ſide, to prevent the parts from 
being hurt by the inſtrument in caſe it ſhovld flip 
out, as it really happened, without the head get- 
ting any further down into the vagina. I again in- 
troduced the crotebet into both orbits one after ano- 
ther, but it ſtill loft its hold; I took breath a little, 
without giving up the thing, though I was exceſ- 
ſively fatigued, and ſent to a neighbouring black- 
ſmith for the tongues which they uſe to hold their 
iron with in the furnace: I got as good a hold with 
them as I could of the occipita! bone, and by that 
means pulled the head out of the vagina; I took 
hold of it immediately, and endeavoured to finiſh 
the delivery, but was hindered by the largeneſs of 
the ſhoulders, which made as great a reſiſtance as 
the head ; whereupon I gave the head to the mid- 
wife to hold, and bid her keep pulling as well as 
ſhe could, while I pulled the ſhoulders with my 
fingers in the arm-pits j having got them out, 
I diſegaged the arms, and got the body out 
as far as the hips, but was again forced to call in 
the aſſiſtance of! thi midwife, before I could finiſh 
my work. WIT | | 


1 was 
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I was ſurprized to ſee this woman, who muſt 


have been quite ſpent, by a vomiting which all 


along attended her pains, ſeize immediately upon a 
piece of bread, which ſhe dipt in honey, and eat 
with the greateſt appetite imaginable. She was 


afterwards troubled with a difficulty in making 


water, which yielded to emollient fomentations ap- 
plied on the Hpogaſtrium. Four days after ſhe was 
tolerably well. The child was of a monſtrous ſize, 
and ſeemed at leaſt to have been dead two days, 
the ſcarf ſkin being eaſily raiſed all over its bady. 


 _REFLEXION. 


This is the only caſe where I ever miſſed bring- 
ing the child out by the feet, when once I had 
made ſhift to introduce my hand into the werus ; 
but the enormous ſize of this was what hindered 
me. ; hace | 

The difficulty of urine proceeded from the neck 
of the bladder being in a manner contuſed by the 
preſſure of the head, ſhoulders, and hips of this 
child. X bi 

It is impoſſible that the crotcher ſhould be of any 
ſervice, when the head is fo far off, becauſe then it 
is not fixed by any thing, and the crotchet can ne- 
ver be able to make it force the reſiſtance which 


the bones make to its paſſing thro* ; ſome imagine 
the difficulty to ariſe from the os tincæ, which in- 


deed ſometimes inſtead of being thin and ſoft, is 
hard and thick, and will for a time hinder the head 
from coming out, or the ſurgeon from introducing 
his hand, but can never make any great reſiſtance 
and on this occaſion, when the head was come out, 
muſt have been tore to pieces by the violence I uſed 
to bring out the ſhoulders. When the bones are 
far enough diſtant from another, let the child be 
large or ſmall, the work is eaſily done, for from 


them 
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them alone depends the Aiden or _ ym. 
PA of the delivery. 43 * 


CHAP. v. 


Of the uterus being | tore by the uiolence of the 
pains, and letting the * fall partly into 
tbe abdomen. 


HEN the pains are very ſtrong, and yet 

the child ſtops in the paſſage, either on 
account of the bigneſs of the head, or by the bones 
being too cloſe to one another, the ſtrong endea- 
vours which the child makes to come into the world, 
muſt be reflected to the bottom of the uterus ; 
which not being always of an equal conſiſtence, and 
too weak to reſiſt the impetuous throws of the 
child, is forced to yield, and tears: This accident 
happens oftener perhaps than is imagined, as we 
hear frequent talk of women dying in child-bed 
without being delivered, tho* the child preſented 
right; the pains having left them, and fainting 
fits having come on, their bellies becoming hard 
and tenſe, which ſymptoms were ſoon followed by 
hickups, cold ſweats, and death. To this may be 
added numbers of fætus's found in their mother's 
bellies out of the uterus, which the ſticklers for the 
egg have aſſerted to be in the fallopian tubes, look- 
ing on theſe events as inconteſtable proofs of their 


opinion. 


OBSERVATION CCCXVIL 


The fourth of Fuly 1687, I was, fetched to a 
fiſherman's wife of the pariſh of Frmanville, who 
had been in /abour for two days. I found her with- 
out any pains, having had them exceeding ſtrong 
and ſharp for above eleven or twelve hours. « She 
told me that her child, who way before very _ 
ani 


Lo 
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and hearty, had not ſtirred for five or ſix hours, 
at which time it had made ſuch a violent motion, 
that ſhe was very near fainting away with it, after 
which her pains had entirely left her, Her belly 
was hard, tenſe, and painful, her pulſe weak, and 
ſhe vomired continually, not being able to keep 
any thing down. The midwife told me, that the 
child was well ſituated, but very high, and that it 
had never ſtirred from its place, tho? her pains had 
been ſtrong enough to bring forth with. I was 
vaſtly at a Joſs to find ſo many complaints without 
being able to come at the cauſe of them. I touched 
the woman, and found the child's head at the ex- 
tremity of the vagina, not in the leaſt engaged, 
which gave me room to paſs in my hand to ſeek 
for the feet, which I found pretty eaſily, by fol- 
lowing the body which was ſtretched out its whole 
length, from the os pubis as far as the diaphr, 
which was the place where I found them. I finiſhed 
the delivery without reſting, having had no trouble 
in any thing but in diſengaging the arms and head: 
the Placenta was bare, or rather tore in its middle. 
The child was dead, and the mother lived three 
days after, never ceaſing to vomit to the laſt mo- 
ment of her life. | 


REFLEXION. 


I was quite ſurprized after having got my hand 
into the uterus, to find the child extended its whole 
length, inſtead of being bent, as it ſhould natu- 
rally be. After having brought away the placenta, 
I paſſed my hand again into the uterus, to ſee whe- 
ther it was certainly open in its fundus, or whether 
it was not of a conſiſtence ſoft enough to ftretch 
out in length and ſuffer the child to he in that po- 
ſition ; but my doubts were ſoon cleared * 

ö a 
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hand having got into the capacity of the abdomen, 
and among the inteſtines, 


OBsERVATION CCCXVIII. 


The ſecond of Ofober 1707, a woman of Cher- 
bourg, who had nine children without ſuffering 
hardly any thing, and who was brought to bed ſe- 
veral times without a midwife, being again with 
child, labour came on towards twelve at night; it 
went on at firſt as uſual; the pains followed briſkly 
one after another, the membranes opened, the wa- 
ters came away, but a hand followed. The mid- 
wife ſent immediately for a neighbouring ſurgeon, 
who, on account of his great age, refuſed to un- 
dertake the work, for fear his ſtrength ſhould fail 
him, and he adviſed to ſend for me. I found the 
woman very weak, and the arm was out as high 
as the ſhoulder ; it was cold and without motion, 
whence I judged the child was dead, without how- 
ever affirming it too much. I aſked the ſurgeon 
what he could think of the weakneſs of this wo- 
man, who had neither convulſions nor flooding, who 
had been in labour but ſeven or eight hours, and 
whoſe pains had been ſharp but an hour and half 
or two hours at moſt, having then gone off by de- 
grees without coming on again; this was a pretty 
ſurprizing caſc, as ſhe was of a ſtrong hail conſti- 
tution. I introduced my hand pretty eaſily by the 
fide of the child's arm, and paſſed it under the 
body to ſearch for the feet, but was very much ſur- 
prized to find them got thro? the uterus into the 
abdomen with part of the body. I joined them to- 
gether and brought them to the . paſſage, and 
finiſhed the delivery in an inſtant. I brought out 
the placenta which was tore in the middle, and 
emptied the uterus as well as I could. 


R E- 
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REFLEXTON. 


This woman lived four days after this; her body 
was opened, and that rend in the uterus which had 
let the child's body thro', was but juſt able to ad- 
mit of the end of the little finger; which ſhows 


the great diſpofition of the uterus to recover its firſt 
ſtate, as ſoon as it is empty. 


CHA P. VI. 
Of delivering omen with hernia's. 


OMEN are troubled with ſeveral tumours, 
formed by waters, winds, the dilatations 
of veins, or fleſhy excreſcencies; every one of 
which have their ſeveral appellations, according to 
their different contents, or the parts they occupy ; 
but here I would only ſpeak of true hernia's, which 
in women are the exomphalos, bubonocele, and ventra- 
lis; which laſt may happen in any part of the 
belly, by the dilatation and extreme relaxation of 
the peritoneum. 
The exompbalos is generally attended at all times 
with a tumour, and a: conſiderable one too, but 


no pain is occaſioned thereby, unleſs there be hard- 


neſs joined to it, which is a certain ſign that the 
gut is ſtrangled, and is always followed by the 
ſymptoms belonging to it; the fame happens in the 
other bernia's, which, unleſs attended with hardneſs, 
are not at all painful, not even, tho* that which 
happens to the groin, ſhould reach down to the 
knee; but if there was any hardneſs, tho? it ſhould 
not be bigger than the end of the little finger, 
vomiting and all other ſymptoms would enſue. |; 
When women in labour are afflicted with this diſ- 
order, it cauſes a great deal of vexation to the 
ſurgeon, 
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ſurgeon, eſpecially if it is attended with hardneſs; | 
otherwiſe the fright is greater than the hurt. 


OBSERVATION CCCXIX. 


The ſeventh of Fuly 190%, a lady who had 
ſeveral children in: Paris, and was come to live fif- 
teen leagues off from this town, engaged me to at- 
tend her in her labour. She told me, that for fe: 
veral years fhe had been troubled with a ventral 
bernia, that during hertabayr ſhe had always a perſon 
to keep her hand upon the place where the tumour 
ſhewed itſelf, . that this tumour was always much 
lefs while ſhe was with child, and that the nearer 
ſhe drew to her time, the more it diminiſhed ; fo 
that now ſhe was pretty near lying: in, there was 
hardly any thing to be ſeen of it. I told her to be 
quite eaſy about it. Her labour was ſhort and eaſy, 
and ſeeing that ſhe made no complaint of her ber- 
nia, I gave no attention to it in the leaſt; and as 
theſe ſort of hernia's generally appear only when 
the woman is up, ſhe did not perceive hers for four 
days that I remained with her, after her being 
brought to bed. 

I have delivered her ſince with the ſame ſucceſs, 
and as little precaution. - This hernia never proved 
of any bad conſequence to her, becauſe when ſhe 
was not with child, and as long as ſhe could when 
ſhe was, ſhe wore a ſmall ſteel plate upon it, which 
by means of a fillet, ſhe made tighter or looſer, as 


ſhe pleaſed. 
OBsERVATION CCCXX. 


The thirteenth of January 1707, a lady that I 
had delivered twice, and whoſe firſt labour was as 
difficult and lingering as the ſecond was quick and 


eaſy, about ſix months after this ſecond Ving a 
| elt 


F - = 
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felt ſome cholicky pains, and perceived at the ſame 
time ſome ſort of a tumour in her navel. She con- 
ſulted me about it, and 1 told her, that to all ap- 
pearance it was a rupture of the navel, which fome 
times proved very troubleſome and ſometimes not; 
that it muſt be reduced, and a ſtee] truſs kept upon 
it to hinder a relapſe; that this reduction might be 
eaſily made, if ſhe would but lie on her back; and 
it was reduced immediately. But having neglected 
the conſtant uſe of the truſs, the tumour appeared 
again, larger than before, and with more pain and 
hardneſs, and ſhe found more difficulty in reducing 
it. Henceforwards ſhe never omitted wearing her 
truſs, till ſhe was fo far advanced in her pregnancy 
that ſhe was obliged to do it. She felt nothing of 
it during her labour, tho? the pains were very ſmart, 
and I gave no attention to it. I adviſed her never 
to be a day without her bandage, but that the tu- 
mour not appearing during her lying: in, ſhe might 
be without 1t when a-bed. 


REFLELYXTON. 


The extreme bigneſs of the u/erus during preg- 
nancy, alters the ſituation of all the contents of the 
abdomen, ſo that the gut, which by means of the 
dilatation of the peritoneum protruded at the nave], 
being now away, that dilatation is left free and un- 
occupied, unleſs it be with winds, which are no- 
thing near of fo bad a conſequence. Thus we fee 
how uſeleſs it is to have a perſon holding the hand 
upon the part during labour; for tho? the gut ſhould 
be there, it would certainly fall back into the 46. 
domen, when the woman is laid on her back, un- 
leſs there was any ſtrangulation, which would be 
known by the hardneſs. * 

Both theſs ladies were very fat, as is uſually the 


caſe with thoſe that are troubled with this 2 
| the 
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the peritoneum in them being of a more lax con- 
texture and conſequently more liable to a dilatation. 
New born children are ſubject to this for the ſame 
reaſon; a plate of wax with a knob in the middle, 
applied on the navel and kept on by bandage is a 
thorough cure. Some imagine this is cauſed by the 
chord being left too long; but thoſe whoſe chords 
have been cut off ſhort, are alike liable to it, it 
being wholly owing to the dilatation of the peri- 
tonæum. 


"OBSERVAT? on CCCXXI. 


The eighteen of November 1683, I delivered a 
draper*s wife, who was afflicted with the worſt ber- 
nia I ever ſaw; the rings were ſo dilated that it 
looked as if the greateſt part of the.inteſtines were 
fallen down; when ſhe was up, they came down, 
and when ſhe was laid, ſhe made them goin again 
herſelf, eſpecially when ſhe was not with child ; 
but when ſhe was the thing was different, becauſe 
as the uterus grew bigger, it prevented the reduc- 
tion of the parts, tho? it did not hinder their com- 
ing down, this proved exceeding troubleſome, 
eſpecially when ſhe was in labour, the ſpace be- 
tween the thighs being taken up with ſuch an enor- 
mous ſwelling, and being an hindrance in helping 
the child in the birth: I was then young in my bu- 
ſineſs, but without being frighted at the ſight, I - 
made her lie upon the contrary ſide of her rupture, 
with the buttocks raiſed, and as ſoon as the pain 
was over, I reduced the rupture gently with a warm 
cloth in four doubles, which I gave to a woman to 
hold upon the part, to prevent the inteſtines com- 
ing down during the pains; after this I ſomewhat 
raiſed her head and breaſt, but kept the lower 

rts in the ſame poſture they were in during the 
reduction. The pains ſoon increaſed, the waters 

| came 


A general Treutiſe of Mipwiegy. 41% 

came away, and the child followed. I bid her be 
very careful in Keeping in her rupture, or at leaſt 
in reducing it immediately. When ſhe got up 
I perſuaded her to wear a truſs, which prevent- 
ed its coming down, and made her life much 


eaſier. 


REFLEXI1ON: 


A proper ſituation is certainly of great ſervice in 
a difficult and lingering /abour, but when the pains 
are briſk, and the child ſtrong and vigorous, a wo- 
man would be brought to bed, tho? her head hung 


down, and her feet were up. | 


OBstRvATION CCCXXIIL 


The third of Fanuary 1687, a lawyer's wife who 
had been troubled a long time with a rupture in 
the groin, ſent for me. I found her truly in la- 
tour, the child well ſituated, and the waters ready 
to come away. I touched her rupture, which was 
7 large, but not ſo as to hinder the delivery; 

nevertheleſs tried to reduce it, but ſome hardneſs 
atttended it, and it was ſo ſenſible, that I could not 
touch it without creating a great pain, for which 
reaſon I gave all my attention to the delivery, which 
was ſoon over, but was afterwards followed by a 
complication of the moſt violent pains, thoſe occa- 
ſioned by the hernia joining themſelves to thoſe of 
her lying-in. I anointed her belly with oil of al- 
monds, and gave her an ounce of it inwardly with 
as much ſyrop of maiden-hair, three or four ſpoon- 
fuls of wine, and a cup of broth half an hour after, 
and then put her to bed with a warm cloth upon 
her belly, che rupture went in again, and all did 
well, 


Ee Rx- 
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REerLEXION. 


J was not a little uneafy when J found that 1 
could not reduce this rupture, but was made leſs fo 
upon my hearing that it had been down for above 
four months, that much the ſame thing uſed to 
happen in her former /abours, and that the day after 
ſhe was delivered it uſed to go up again. She ne- 
ver would bear any ſort of truſs, but I adviſed her 
never to ſuffer her rupture to be down without re- 
ducing it, telling her that whenever ſhe found any 
difficulty in doing it, ſhe ſhould dip a folded cloth 
in warm milk and apply it upon the tumour, which 
made her diſorder pretty tolerable ; ſhe was only 
now and then troubled with ſome complaints of the 
cholick, which always gave way to the uſe of this 
remedy. 


OBSERVATION CCCXXIII, 


The nineteenth of December 1700, I delivered 
a woman that was afflicted with an exceeding trou- 
bleſome rupture, which had its riſe from a hard /a- 
bour ſhe underwent in a birth againſt nature, where 
both ſhe and the ſurgeon with his crotcbet made ſuch 
violent endeavours, that there remained a ſwelling 
between her navel and groin. She told me, that 
ſometimes it grew hard, and gave her ſharp cho- 
lick pains, which made her throw up a yellow bit- 
ter humour, and afterwards ſomething of a worſe 
taſte ; that during theſe vomitings the tumour in- 
creafed conſiderably, kept on ſometimes for two 
days, and went off upon being rubbed with warm 
napkins, and having them applied upon it. It 
was ſo painful, that ſhe could hardly bear me to 
touch it. Compreſſes dipt in milk could not keep 
on, on account of the continual motions her pains 


put 
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t her to, and ſhe could not bear to have them 


ept on by the hand; whereupon I applied a large 
compreſs dipt in wine upon the tumour, and girted 
her round with a napkin in three doubles as tight 
as ſhe could well bear, without any inconvenience; 
by this help ſhe' was brought to bed, with a prett 
eaſy labour, in about three or four hours, I le 
the bandage on, with orders to the nurſe to renew 
the compreſs now and then. She got up again in 
good condition, and pretty ſoon. 


REFLEXION. 


This hernia is of worſe conſequence than any, for 
in the exempbalbs and bubonocele there are different 
ſorts of rings, which hinder the peritoneum from 
diſtending itſelf in ſuch a manner as to let out the 
ulerus itſelf with the child in it, which may happen 
in this ſpecies, in which caſe I can never think that 
a woman could go her full-time, or if ſhe did, 
could ever be brought to bed; the uterus alone 
not being able to expel the child without the help 
of the abdominal muſcles, which here would be of 
no ſervice. A general relaxation of the periloneum 
may be an obſtacle to the delivery, but does not 
make it impracticable. 


OBSERVAT ION CCCXXIV, 


The twelfth of Auguſt 1705, at ſeven o' clock at 
night, I was fetched to the pariſh of Craville to a 
poor woman who had been in labour ever ſince the 
morning. The child was dead, the arm was out, 
and the leg, as far as the upper part of the thigh, 
by the midwife's pulling. The woman's belly hung 
down like a bag to the middle of her thighs, ſhe 
was ſo much weakened by the loſs of blood, and 
what ſhe had gone thro?, that if I had nothing but 

| Ee 2 my 
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my reputation in view, I ſhould certainly have 
abandoned her to het evil fate ; but far from hav- 
ing a thought fo unworthy a Chriſtian, I imme- 
diately ſet about giving her what help I was capa- 
ble of. 

I laid her as uſual a-croſs the bed, as much u 
the edge of it as I could, and ſet ſome ſtrong 
handy women to- hold her. I firſt ſet about re- 
ducing the foot, which was ſo engaged with the 
arm, that it was impoſſible to do any thing before 
it was reduced; to that effect I got hold of the 
thigh above the knee, and endeavoured to puſh it 
back, but I could not make it ſtir; whereupon I 
puſhed my hand between the arm and thigh to the 
belly, where having applied it flat-ways, I found 
means to make the thigh go ſomewhat in again ; 
but my wriſt was ſo compreſſed that I was forced 
to draw away my hand twice to let it recover its 
ſtrength, before the thigh, leg and foot went in' 
again entirely : I then fat down upon the ground, 
with my face looking up, and conducted my hand 
quite contrary to what I generally do, and carried 
it to the bottom of this bag, where I got hold of 
the feet which I brought down to the paſſage ; by 
which motion the arm went in again immediately. 
The feet being ſlippery, I wrapt them up with a 
cloth, and as I pulled, I turned the child, whoſe 
face before laid upwards, and then put an end to 
the delivery in Jeſs time than one would imagine. 

J left her the next morning paſt all hopes of re- 
covery, having firſt given proper directions how 
ſhe ſhould be treated, and how to dreſs the lacera- 
tions occaſioned by the violence of the midwife : 
She recovered notwithſtanding, and the ſeven- 
teenth of May 1707, I delivered her of a child that 
again prefented the arm, whom I brought out by 
the feet, which I was forced to ſeek for again in 
this ſort of bag. She was with child another _ 

£75 4 an 
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and as they were: coming for me, expecting that 
this /abour like the reſt, would prove unnatural; ſhe 
was brought to bed after two or three pains, before. 
the midwife, who lived within gun-ſhor,' could be 
with her, ono 5 b 


REFLEXION. 


I took care to have her ſwathed up after ſhe was 
brought to bed, but it did her no good; ſince her 
belly was in the ſame condition the two next times 
that ſhe was brought to bed. | 

The third delivery being ſo ſoon over, and re- 
2 no other help but that of nature, notwith- 

anding the unnatural make of her belly, ſeems 
to prove that this extraordinary ſwelling was owing 
to a general relaxation of the peritoneum, and not 
to a rupture of it, for otherwiſe upon the leaſt mo- 
tion of the child, the aterus and bladder muſt have 
broke thro? the ſkin, which muſt then have been 
their only covering. t | 

The uterus itſelf, in people of a moiſt conſtitu- 
tion, is ſubject to this relaxation, which is the true 
cauſe of its falling down, and not the violent labour, 
as Mauriceau would have it; for I can affirm that 
I have indeed ſeen ſeveral women to whom this 
falling down of the uterus has happened fome time 
after they have got up of their lying: in, but never 
any in whom it has immediately followed delivery; 
and indeed the wterus is too large, while it contains 
the child, to be able to come down thro? the nar- 
row paſſage of the bones. "= 

The os tinc# is ſometimes puſhed: qut before the 
head, which happens when (the head being at ſome 
diſtance from it) 'the waters come away, and the 


pains not keeping on to puſh out the head, the 


uterus contracts in that ar which was before filled 
with the waters; but if the pains continue, and the 
Ee 3 head 
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head advance, this can never happen. It is ima- 
gined by ſome that a prolapſus uteri is always the 
Conſequence of ſuch labours, but I can affirm that 
it is what I have never met with in all my practice; 
and this being owing to the want of dilatation of 
the os tincæ, a uterus that is moiſt enough to admit 
of a relaxation would ſooner admit of ſuch a dila- 
tation than any other, 

There is nothing more true than that the prolap- 

uteri does happen to women that have had the 

eſt labours, while others that have had very hard 
ones eſcape, which could not be the caſe, if hard 
labours were the occaſion of it. | 


CHAP. vII. 
Of ſeveral particular caſes. 


IHE eighteenth of May 1687, a blackſmith's 
wife, who had ſeveral children, being a- 
gain with child, felt it briſk and ftrong from the 
middle of the fifth month to the end of her rec- 
koning. When labor came on ſhe ſent for the mid- 
wife. The pains grew very ſtrong, the membranes 
broke, and the waters came away in great quantity; 
the midwife touched her, without being able to 
find the child; the pains diſcontinued, as it often 
happens after the coming away of the waters, re- 
turning ſoon after ; but this woman had none, this 
day, nor the days following. Inſtead of the child's 
manifeſting itſelf by coming nearer, the os zince 
contracted fo, that the midwife aſſured her that ſhe 


was miſtaken, and that ſhe was not with child, As 
| the was ſtout and luſty, ſhe eafily gaye into this, 


being alſo confirmed in that belief by a ſurgeon, 
who ſaid, that the motions ſhe had felt, and which 
ſhe attributed to a child, were occaſioned by ſome 

3} 2 b WS Ut , 1 . n 9 ' ſharp 
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ſharp bumgprs, that were erf the uterus, that 
the waters, ſhe had voided, and which were the 
matter of a dropſy, put the thing. out of doubt, as 
ſince their being diſcharged ſhe. was quite free. I 
thoſe motions which ſhe felt: before... 
On the third day in the. morning, ſhe ſent for 
me, when J had learned every thing that had 12 5 
pened, I aſked.. her, whether. before ſhe though 
herſelf with child, ſhe was regular, and whether 
her courſes had kept coming down ſince ; whether 
ſhe had been troubled with the uſual complaints 
of breeding women; whether ſhe had felt her child 
ſur at the uſual time, that is about the fourth, month 
and half, . or, thereaboutsz whether this had conti- 
nued to the time of her lying-in z whether ſince the 
waters were come away ſhe had felt any thing like 
a living child ſtir.z and at laſt, whether ſince ſhe 
had ceaſed; feeling any thing, ſhe did not perceive 
a heavy maſs in her belly, which fell on whatſoever 
ſide ſhe laid. She anſwered in the affirmative to 
all my queſtions, and particularly the laſt; where- 
upon I laid her on her back, with her heels back- 
wards, and could then feel a hard ſubſtance very 
plainly thro? the integuments of her belly, which 
was exceeding fat; I made her lie on one fide, 
then on the ocher, and found this maſs to fall on 
the ſide on which ſhe laid; the uterus after ſhe was 
delivered produced almoſt the ſame effect, tho” not 
in { large a manner. 1 
Heing aſſured by her relation and the ſymptoms 
I ſaw, that ſhe was with child, I placed her conve- 
nicntly, and found the mouth of the uterus exactly 
cloſed, but ſo eaſy to be dilated, that I foon in- 
troduced all my fingers one after anqther, then the 
hand, and then arm, far enough to get hold of 
the feet of a very large child that preſented the 
back, which ſituation gives no great trouble to the 
operator. The child was fo rotten, that the ſcarf 
| Be 4 {kin - 
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kin gave way, which, forced me to uſe a napkin 
to bring it away, which I did with a great deal of 
eaſe, the parts o the woman yielding without trou- 
ble to a ſufficient dilatation, tho* the waters had 
been come away ſo long, and the paſſage had 
not been taken up with any thing. The placenta 
made no reſiſtance, and the woman was fo well, 
bn the could have got up again the yery next 
* 


REFLEXI1ON, 


If this woman had not been deliv:red ſhe muft 
indvicably have periſhed, unleſs an abſcefs had 
formed itſelf on the uterus and bypogaſtrick region, 
thro* which the child muſt have 2 diſcharged, 
as has happened to ſome women, as is related not 
only by . Rouſſet, but alſo in the Journal Des Scavants 
of Paris and Trevoux. | | 


O8 K VATION CCCXXV. 


The twenty eighth of November 1698, a gentle- 
man of this town came to beg me, at ten oi clock 
at night, to go and fave his ſiſter's life, who was 
between four and five months gone with child, and 
ever ſince the morning had a moſt violent flooding. 
She lived four leagues off; it rained, was very 
dark, and the road very bad. Between one and 
two I got to her, and found her with a flight diſ- 
charge of blood: The midwife was very buly, and 
told me that the child was not yet come to the 
crowning, but reſted till on the bones, and that it 
appeared to be of about that length, marking with 
one hand on about the middle of the fore- arm, 

I touched her and found that the blood came 
down as it uſually does in the menſtrual flux, that 
the mouth of the uterus was much larger than it 

generally 
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generally is, it bein —_ by the midwife's 
being continually touching it for above twenty-four 
hours, and this the wide fe took to be the child's 
head, whence ſne had Jadged of the * of che 
child. 

I put away all the lying in preparations and put 
the lady to bed, where her menſes kept coming 


down for about two hours W405 — 1 exyoined 
her reſt, * 


. 


bee 


This lady for ſome months had laboured under 
an obſtruction of her menſes, which brought on her 
| complaints, whence ſhe was ſuſpected of being 
with child ; and nature afterwards diſcharged her- 
ſelf in a manner ſomewhat more plentifully than 
uſual, bur ſoon after became regular. | 


OBSERVATION CCCXX VI. 


I was fetched at twelve O clock at night to the 
pariſh of Maranda, to ſee a Jabourer's wife, who 
had been two day: in labour. The midwife aſſured 
me that the child was ſtrong and hearty, when ſhe 
came, but that ſince the coming away of the wa- 
ters, its motions had gone off gradually, and that 
for above fifteen hours it had not moved at all, that 
ſhe could not even believe that it was a child, not 
being able to find any thing of it, tho* the mouth 
of the uterus was ſo diſpoſed as to form no obſtacle. 
{ intraduced my finger as far as I could, without 
finding the bottom of a place which the midwite 
miſtook for the uterus itſelf, and which indeed 
at firſt ſeemed to me pretty extraordinary; but 
without taking away my finger, I turned about in 
ſuch a manner, that I found by this firſt trial that 
the child was dead, and preſented the face, = 

at 
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that the mouth anſwered: ſo well to the mouth of 
the agenus, that it might eaſily be miſtaken for a 
continual duct, the child being very ſmall contri- 
buted to it. I puſhed back this little head, paſſed 
my hand by the ſide of it, ſought for the feet and 
finiſhed the deliuery in an inſtant; the child did not 
ſeem to be above ſcven months old. The chord 
was ſo ſmall, that I was forced to looſen away the 
placenta in part, and by that means brought it out 
whole. The mother did very well. 


OnsERVATION CCCXXVIL 


A ſpur-maker* 5 wife, who had ſeveral children, 
and thought herſelf five or ſix months gone with 
another, felt ſuch violent pains, and. ſo like thoſe 
of labour, that ſhe ſent for her midwife, who after 
having touched her and examined her to the belt 
of her judgment, confeſſed ingenuouſly that ſhe 
did not know what was the matter with her, where- 
fore ſhe deſired to have a ſurgeon called in, who 
after having touched her ſeveral times, examined 
her belly both lying and ſtanding, affured her that 
ſhe was not with child, and ordered her ſome ano- 
dyne and carminative glyſters, to relieve her of 
the winds waich, according to him, diſtended the 
inteſtines, and cauſad theſe motions which ſerved 
to deceive her; ſhe was very much relieved by 
them for three weeks, after which the ſame pains 
returned. She had again recourſe to the ſurgeon, 
who examined her with ſtill more attention than 
the firſt time, and became ſtill more and more 
perſuaded that ſhe was not with child, and affirmed 
it in ſtill ſtronger terms, referring the cauſe of her 
complaints to- ſome .ſharp humours, and to winds 
that diſtended her belly, and gave occaſion to the 
little motions ſhe felt, as alſo to the ſuppreſſion of 


her menſes, He ordered glyſters as before, but 


their 
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their effect not proving ſo adyantagious, he had 
recourſe | to remedies proper to reſtote nature to 
her uſual courſe, but their uſe being ineffectual, 
ſhe applied to me. I found her with ſome very 
flight pains, ſeeming but little big, tho“ ſhe-thought 
hierſelf ſeven.: months gone. I made her. lie 

her back, with her knees raiſed and her heels 
towards the hips. | I; found that her belly was 
harder and more. raiſed from the os pubis to the 
navel, than from the navel to the cartilage en farmis, 
and large enough in its extent to judge that The 
was with child, which was confirmed to me by the 
os ſincæ being quite cloſed, and being almoſt on a 
level with the reſt of the werws, forming together 
a ſort of globe. I bid her diſcontinue her purging, 
and uſe glyſters made of a pugil of anniſeeds 
boiled in whey, when ever her pains ſnould come 
on, doing nothing at all at other times. By this 
means I conducted her to her full reckoning, and 


delivered oo of a ſtout baker * 


CH A P. vi. 
of t two very 4 Ferent deliveries 


OBSERVAT1oON CCCXXVIII. - 


HE twelfth of February 1701, a workman of 
Beaumont Lawn, a quarter of a league off 

this town, came to call me to his wife, who had 
been in labour for two or three hours. I found: her 
on a little ſtraw, and fo ſwelled from head to foot, 
that ſhe looked as if ſhe would burſt; this hin- 
dered her belly from appearing ſo big as it would 
otherwiſe have done; her pains were flight and 
diſtant, but increaſed ſoon after my coming. I 
touched her and found the external lips very much 
rumefied, and the feet of a very ſmall child, that 
; WAS 
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was pretty near the paſſuge, and ſtill wrapt up in 
the membranes; as it came eaſily I pullec it away 
as it was, "placenta and all, and there: did not come 
blood enough to ſpot one napkin. I immediately 
tore open the membranes, to take out the child; 
there was no opening to be found in them, through 
whieh the waters might have been diſcharged be- 
fore my coming. I found in them nothing but a 
muſilaginous humour, notwithſtanding which the 
child lived a full quarter of an hour after its 
firſt coming into the world, and tho? it was ſo ſmall 
and ſo emaciated, as to be but ſkin and bones. The 
mother notwithſtanding the ill ſtate ſne was reduced 
to by this univerſal dropſy, got over it, tho? not of 
a long while, and after having gone thro” a great 
Weninas % „ 0 Shim 2th | 
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took turned to water inſtead of nouriſhment ; but 
how this child ſhould atrain its full reckoning with- 
out the uſual waters, 1s what I cannot well com- 


prehend. F o 
OBSERVATION CCCXXIX. 


Some days after I delivered a gardener's wife, who 
was ſo lean, that ſhe was all ſkin and bone; but I 
never ſaw a belly of a more extraordinary bigneſs : 
Her pains being ſharp and ſtrong, I touched her 
to know the ſituation of the child, of whoſe life 
ſhe was very uncertain, and at that ſame time the 
membranes opened, and a ſmall portion of the wa- 
ters came away. I touched her again and found 
the. ſmall hand of a dead child, that was come out 
to the middle of the fore-arm, which filled up the 


mouth of the uterus ſo exactly, that there ſeemed to 
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be no more waters. I puſhed back this hand and 
introduced mine in its room, with which I ſought 
for the feet and brought them down to the paſſage, 
and delivered her in an inſtant. I thought I had 
plunged my hand into a tub full of water, in which 
the child floated about in ſuch a manner that I could 
hardly get hold of it, having its full liberty to move 
about in the uterus, which was conſiderably dilated 
to contain the waters, which I verily believe a- 
mounted to twenty-eight pints, which was the true 
cauſe of the child's death. After all theſe waters 
were diſcharged I brought away a very ſmall pla- 
centa, She: happily recovered, and in much le 
time than the other. | 


REFLEXI1ON,. 


The difference there is between theſe two caſes 
is, that in the firſt woman the waters were lodged 
in the whole habit of body, and in this were diſ- 
charged into the membranes of the child, which 
cannot well be called by the name of a dropſy of 
the wierus, which is only that collection of waters 
which is made between the internal ſurface of the 
uterus and the membranes, which may come away 
while the child is in the uterus, without miſcarriage 
enſuing from it, as moſtly happens when the mem- 
branes of the child are broke, 


OBSERVATION CCCXXX. 


A ſpur-maker's wife whom I had delivered ſeveral 
times, being ſeven months gone with child, and 
bigger than ſhe uſed to be at her full time, had, 
while at church, a conſiderable diſcharge of water, 
without any preceding pain. When ſhe came home 
ſhe ſent for me. I found the os zinc dilated enough 
eaſily to admit my finger; ſome waters kept com- 


ing 
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ing away continually, but ig ſmall quantity, and 
the child was in its membranes and waters, as it 
ſhould be. I ordered her to keep her bed; the 
waters ceaſed coming away at night, and I gave 
her leave the next day to get up, and go about her 
buſineſs as uſual. I heard no more of her till the 
time that I laid her of a girl, that was in very 
good health. She got up again in ten days. 


REFLEXION, 


This was a true dropſy of the uterus, whoſe diſc 
charge was an advantage both to the mother and 
child. 

I could eaſily have delivered this woman, as the 
os tince yielded fo eaſily to dilatation, which is the 
chief difficulty we have to ſurmount, when we are 
driven to that extremity, 


CHAP, IX. 
Of aropfical children. 


T is not often that children are dropſical in the 

uterus, but when they are, they create a great 
deal of trouble to the ſurgeon. There have been 
ſeveral inſtruments contrived to facilitate theſe ſort 
of deliveries, but I prefer the hands to any of 
them all. 


OBsSE RVATION CCCXXXI. 


The twenty-ſeventh of February 1689, a gar- 
dener's wife, who had been in labour two days, ſent 
for me. She was very weak on account of a flood- 
ing that had been on her for a month. Her pains 
were ſlow and remote, but the waters, which were 
of an ill colour and quality, being come away, 

| they 
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they grew ſtronger; tho” ſtill yore remote; as the 
head did not nce enough, I ſet her on ano- 
ther woman's lap, that I might, by means of this 
ſituation have a better hold under the arm. pits; 
I got out the child to the middle of the body, and 
there I met with reſiſtance enough to make me ima- 
gine that there was ſomething extraordinary; but 
I had ſo good a hold under the arm-pits that 1 
brought it out entirely, without the fear of doi 
any miſchief. The placenta followed of itſelf, but 
the child was dead, there being in its belly about 
three quarts of a browniſh water, ſomewhat in- 
clining to green. 


REFLEXION. 


This woman's flooding proceeded from a fall, af- 
ter which ſhe never felt her child ſtir, till the be- 
ginning of labour, when ſhe again imagined that 
ſhe felt it; but this motion cannot be much de- 
pended upon, eſpecially when the child has ceaſed 
moving for ſome time before, on account of any 
accident ; for it may be owing to the fermentation 
which is cauſed by the alteration the waters, hu- 
mours, and other parts of the child undergo after 
its death, which ſwelling out give a motion to the 
whole at once. She no longer perceived theſe mo- 
tions when the waters were come away. 

I do not believe that the child died immediately 
after the fall, but only that it kept growing weak- 
er and weaker ever after, till at laſt it died; which 
I ſuppoſe to have happened a long time before the 
delivery, notwithſtanding which there was no cor- 
ruption to be perceived, becauſe it had kept in 
the membranes and waters, and no external air had 
been able to come to it. 

Part of the placenta being looſened was the 
reaſon of its coming away fo eaſily, and the 


flooding = 


* 


nuation of theſe extreme pains. I was forced to 
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flooding ceaſing before the delivery, muſt have been 
that the extremities of the veſſels contraſted and 


cloſed afterwards. | | 
Upon part of the placenta being detached, the 


child muſt have received leſs blood than was ſuf- 
ficient ſor its nouriſhment, whence might ariſe a 
languid circulation, and from thence ſuch an im- 
poveriſhment of the whole maſs of blood as to have 

rt of it turn to water, and cauſe this collection 
of it in the belly. | 

The worſt that could happen by my pulling the 
child fo forcibly as I did, muſt have been burſting 
its belly, which would have anſwered as well as to 


be at the trouble of opening it. 
OBSERVATION CCCXXXI.. 


The ninth of December 1690, a lady that was 
exceſſive big, tho' not near her lying-in, and who 
felt her child but very little, ſent for me to hear 


my opinion. As ſhe was otherwiſe very well, hav- 


ing a good appetite, no vomiting, but only this 
large belly, I adviſed her to be very eaſy, as a 
pretty large child, a thick placenta, more waters 
than uſual, or at worſt two children, might be the 
cauſe of her bigneſs, none of which would render 
her lying-in more difficult. Upon this ſhe remained 
ealy, and labour being come on, and the waters 
diſcharged, I was ſent for. Her pains kept on 
ſometimes ſtronger and ſometimes weaker, but 
always very remote; till at laſt they increaſed and 
became as ſharp and ſtrong as any hearty young 
perſon could bear. Theſe pains brought the head 
to the os tincæ, then out as far as the ears; I ſlid 
in my fingers by them on both ſides, towards the 
neck as far as I well could, to help the diſpoſition, 
nature was in to perfect the delivery by the conti- 


uſe 
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uſe the ſame method to bring out the ſhoulders, 
. which were not more diſpoſed to come forth; hav- 
ing diſengaged the arms I pulled out the child to 
the middle of the body, after which I expected 
the reſt would have followed of itſelf, but contrary 
to my expectation I was forced to reſt my foot 
againſt the bed, and pull as hard as I could, before 
the belly would come out. The placenta was ex- 
ceeding large, and the child lived ſome hours 
longer. The whole body was dropſical, which 
made it exceſſive big. There was in the belly about 
five or ſix pints of a very clear water; it weighed 
ſixteen or ſeventeen pounds, tho? the largeſt ſeldom 
weigh more than fourteen or fifteen. : 


OBsEtRvVATION CCCXXXIII. 


The thirteenth of March 1686, I was fetched 
to a farmer's wife at Pont-au-blanchon a league off: 
Her midwife, upon the child's head coming out, 
thought ſhe had nothing to do but to pull, which 
ſhe did fo effeQually, that ſhe pulled the head off. 
I happened to be juſt by with a patient of mine, 
that had a compound fracture, which I dreſſed 
every other day. The midwife ſpoke very reſona- 
bly, telling me, that there muſt be ſomething ex- 
traordinary in the caſe to cauſe the accident which 
had befel her. I imagined it might be owing to 
the largeneſs of the ſhoulders and ſtreightnelſs of 
the bones. I eaſily puſhed back the ſhoulders. and 
got my hand into the terus, and ſoon perceived 
that the belly of the child was very large and ſoft 
however, without minding this, I joined the feet 
together and pulled them out very eaſily as far as 
the upper part of the thighs, but here I was forced 
to ſtrive very hard to get the buttocks and hips 
thro* ; and I then perceived that it was dropſical, 


not only on account of the Jargeneſs I had re- 
F f marked 
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marked in the belly, but alſo becauſe that part 
of the belly which was out, kept ſwelling extraor- 
- dinarily, the water having more liberty to diſtend 
it than that which was ſtilt confined in the paſſage, 
I then left off pulling in a ſtrait line, and pulled 
alternately on both ſides, till at laſt I got out the 
belly and finiſhed the delivery. The placenta came 
away very eaſily, and the mother remained pretty 
quiet, and did very well afterwards. The belly 
of the child ſeemed. to contain much the — | 
quantity of water as the n. it was clear 
and without any ſmell. p 


3 OBSERVATION CCCXXXIV. 


The eighth of September I was ſent for to a far- 
mer's wife, of the pariſh of Moneville, who had 
been in /abour two days, and whoſe child, according 
to the report of the midwife, preſented the head, 
but the ſtrongeſt pains had not been able to force 
it forwards. I found her very weak, and almoſt 
without pains. She told me that for eight or ten 
days ſhe had not felt her child, but that before, it 
Vas briſk and ftrong. She appeared to me to be 
very big, though the waters were gone off at the 
very beginning of labour, whence I judged that the 
Child or placenta, or both, were very large. Upon 
examination I found that the head was exactly 
ſituated as the midwife had told me; whereupon I 
puſhed. it ſomewhat back, paſſed. in my hand, and 
brought out the child by the feet as far as the arm- 
pits, diſengaging the arms; and finding ſome dif- 
 ficulty in bringing out the head, I got a finger into 
the mouth, and pulled up and down, and ſide- ways, 
till;T had it out; as it advanced in the paſſage, it 
lengthened gut, the great quantity of water it con- 
- tained, making it ſo ſoft, that it yielded to any 


thing, 
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thing. I left the mother pretty eaſy; but ſtill 
very weak. ̃ 


REFLEXION. 


The dropſy of the head is threefold, one be- 
tween the cranium and hairy ſcalp, one between the 
meninges and cranium, and one between the brain 
and meninges. This was of the firſt kind, which 
was the reaſon of the head's growing longer as it 
came out, the waters being forced to the upper 
part of it, and the parts eaſily diſtending them- 
ſelves to contain them, the cranium keeping all the 
while in its natural figure. Beſides theſe dropſical 
children I have brought ſeveral into the world, 
who thro? the long ſtay they had made in the werus 
after being dead, have ſwelled throughout their 
whole body ; this ſwelling being the conſequence 
of the fermentation cauſed by the corruption which 
they had contracted, for want of being helped in 


time. 
CHAP. X. 
Of the cæſarean operation. 
6 operation may have been performed 


with ſucceſs ſeveral times, but few examples of 
it are come down to our knowledge ; yet thoſe few 
are ſufficient to warrant our undertaking it, when - 
neceſſary. Le Fournal des Scavants for the month 
of Fuly 1693, relates its having been performed on 
a woman at Chateau Tierri in 1667, which woman 
died fourteen years after in the Hotel. Dieu of a ven- 
tral hernia, which was occaſioned by the neglect of 
the ſurgeon afterwards z. the child lived thirteen 
months. This was a by Mr. Saviard. 3 

1 | 
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In the journal of the eighth of June of the fol- 
lowing year, Mr. Pobert, a phyſician in Chateau 
Tierri, not only confirms Mr. Saviard*s account, 
but relates, that another woman of the ſame town, 
who was ſtill living, had twice undergone this ſec- 
tion at twenty months diſtance; that the child 
taken out by the firſt inciſion was now alive, and 
about ten years old ; that there was to be ſeen on 
its lower jaw the ſcar of a wound made by the 1n- 
ſtrument of the operator; that Meſſieurs Beyne and 
Bouvet were. the perſons who had performed this 
operation. That the ſecond ſection had been made 
by Mr. Bouvet alone, the other being dead in the 
interval, The mother got well with ſomewhat 
more difficulty than the firſt time, in the ſpace of 
two months; but the child was ſuffocated in the 
waters, which had ſpread themſelves in the capa- 
city of the uterus. 

The relation of the cæſarean operation which 
Mr. Ruleau of the town of Saintes gives us, was 
performed with order and method, and ſucceſs 
attended it, He proved firſt, before ſeveral Phy- 
ſicians and ſurgeons, that the conformation of the 
bones was ſuch, that he could but juſt introduce 
two fingers, which made the delivery impoſſible the 
uſual way. Mr. Ruleau relates alſo, that he per- 
formed it on two dying women, but ſays not with 
what ſucceſs, which is proof enough of the bad- 
neſs of it; and indeed it ought always to be at- 
tempted before the woman's ſtrength is gone, 
otherwiſe it is impoſſible ſhe ſhould ever go through 
It, 

Who after theſe examples can reject the cæſartan 
operation, as not admitting of ſucceſs? Have we 
not ſeen women eſcape in worſe caſes? Mr. Peu 
made a cure of Madam Gervaiſo, who in a violent 
labour ſuffered ſuch a contuſion of the parts, * 

| - 
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her uterus and bladder were tore open in ſuch a 
manner, as to admit of three or four fingers, ' 

Rouſſet in the journal of Paris, Ruleau, and ſe- 
veral others relate, that the bones of children, that 
have corrupted and remained in the uterus, have 
formed abſceſſes in the abdomen, and made their 
way out by them. 

What greater danger is there in this operation, 
than in the high operation for the ſtone? The 
abdomen in both is opened in almoſt the ſame place 
indeed in one the inciſion 1s longer, but this can 
be of no conſequence, and there is ſurely as much 
danger in opening the bladder in its fundus, as the 
uterus in its body. ; 

The os ſa:rum, i/ſchium, and pubis, being from 
their firſt conformation ſo cloſe to one another, 
that the ſurgeon can hardly introduce a few fingers 
between them, it being conſequently impoſlible for 
the child to come thro', is the only caſe where this 
operation is to be put in practice : There are ſome 
others which ſeem alſo to call for it, but which 
may be remedied by other means; as, when in a 
lingering labour, the child ſtopping too long in the 
paſſage, unſkilful ſurgeons or midwives by their 
too rough uſage, in endeavouring to bring it out, 
have occaſioned ſuch a contuſion of the external 
parts, that they have been ſeized with a mortifica- 
tion; and when the eſchars have fallen off, ſuch 
callous ſcars have remained, that they cannot af- 
terwards dilate ſufficiently for the coming out of. 
another child; a large burn brings on the fame 
inconvenience, When after a lingering labour the 
external lips have united with part of the vagina, 
and the woman 1s become pregnant notwithſtand- 
in 


When a child preſents well, but either does not 
get into the paſſage, or ſticks there, being ſtill 
alive, but ſo weakened as well as the mother, by 

je?! F f.3 the 
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the length of the labour, that there is a moral im- 
poſſibility of her being brought to bed. I will 
thew afterwards, that all theſe caſes admit of other 
helps. 


| OBSERVATION CCCXXXV. 


A poor labourer's wife, whoſe name was Faq ue 
line de Carſiquet, of the pariſh of Amfreville, about 
_ thirty-five years of age, apparently of a good con- 
ſtitution, though troubled with a very large umbi- 
lical - bernia, had, notwithſtanding this infirmity, 
happily gone through her lyings-in, though her /a- 
. bours were always lingering, through her inability 
| of helping on her pains. 

'In March 1704, being about the time of her 
lying; i in, ſhe ſent for her midwife, and was 
four days in labour, with very, flow pains. They 
' increaſed the fifth day, the membranes opened, the 
waters came away, and the child preſented an 
arm; the midwife imagined that it was but having 
a little patience, and that all would go well; but 
finding that the woman loſt her ſtrength, without 
matters getting forward, ſhe pulled off the arm ; 
after which being at a loſs what to do, ſhe demand- 
ed ſome help. On the ſixth day the huſband fetched 
a ſurgeon from Pont-Lab?, who, finding the child 
dead, aſſured, that the only way to fave the wo- 
mans life, was to open her belly to get out the 
child; and without any further examination, he 

made an inciſion about two fingers ſide- ways from 
the navel on the left ſide, and went obliquely to 
the linca alla, continuing it then to the os pubis. 
He then opened the uterus in its whole length, and 
took out the child and placenta, ſtitched up the 
ulerus with five ſutures, laid on dry lint, rolled up 
her belly with a napkin, and then went away, 
The patient, who fainted away from the very be; 


ginning 


. 
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ginning of the operation, and did not come to 
herſelf of ſome time after, gave him no interrup- 
tion in his work. He dreſſed her for five days 
with the ſimple digeſtive, then truſted her wholly 
to her huſband's care, without ever ſeeing her once 
after, or caring for the event, Eight or ten days 
after the wound grew ſo foul, that the 1nteſtine 
which was contiguous to it opened, and the faces 
came out thro* the wound, with worms a foot long, 
rendering the anus quite uſeleſs. Two ſurgeons 
that paſſed by the houſe were deſired to ſee her, 
they aſſured her, that ſhe ſhould ſoon be out of 
her miſery, imagining that a ſpeedy death would 
put an end to it; but they were miſtaken, for ſhe 
was up again in leſs than a month; the faces took. 
their uſual road, and the wound united, not with 
a firm cicatrice, but with a looſe ſpongy ſubſtanee, 
where there remained no viſible opening. When 
ſhe has her menſes, the blood makes its way thro? 
this cicatrice as by the vagina; and what is more 
ſurpriſing, they are accompanied with feces and 
Halus's, and very often by worms; as it happened 
when the wound was at 1ts very worlt, which laſted. 
five or fix days; after which all theſe ſymptoms 
went off for three weeks, and then returned as at 
firſt, Things have hardly ever failed going on 
after this manner, ever ſince the operation has been 
performed, which is four years. 4 
Three months ago, being in her pariſh, ſhe 
ſhewed me her bernia, whole extreme bigneſs, as 
well as her other complaints, are extremely trou- 
bleſome to her. I adviſed her always to keep com- 
preſſes on her bernia, with a broad roller, which 
would make its weight more tolerable, and prevent: 
her cloathes from rubbing it, which otherwiſe 
might bring on an inflammation and death. 
She uſes coition as before, and finds no difference 


in it. . N 
F f 4 R x» 
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REFLEXION, 


This caſe, tho' ſo injudiciouſly managed, proves 
ſufficiently the poſſibility of this operation. 

Every one can ſee, that it was not requiſite here, 
there being no other obſtacle to the delivery but 
the ill ſituation of the child, which might have 
been remedied by bringing it out by the feet. It 


Was alſo ill performed, as he made his inciſion in 


the linca alba, inſtead of making it in the belly of 
the muſcles, beginning lower than the navel, and 
continuing it in the form of a creſcent. 

All authors affert, that a wound of the ſmall 
iateſtines is mortal, and that the leaſt ſcratch of a 


nail in the inſide of the uterus may cauſe a malig- 


nant incurable ulcer ; but experience is againſt theſe 
learned precepts. The inteſtine and uterus in this 
woman underwent much worſe accidents than ei- 
ther of thoſe juſt mentioned. 

The wound of the «/erus growing foul for want 
of proper care, corrupted the inteſtine which was 
contiguous to it; they were both afterwards de- 
terged and healed by nature's own balſam, being 
then entirely united together, as alſo with the ulcer 


of the linca alba; ſo that their veſſels having ſuch a 


communication together, when any fermentation 
happens in the veſſels of the uterus, thro? their too 
great fulneſs, at the time of their periodical diſ- 


charge, thoſe veſſels which were divided in the ope- 


ration, opening to give iſſue to the menſes, thoſe 


of the inteſtine and linca alba are opened at the 
ſame time, and let the menſes flow out thro? them 


re? the quia. © 
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OBSERVATION cc xXXXVI. as. 


I have delivered two women who had been burnt 
in the private parts in a moſt terrible manner, which 
might have made the mouth of the · uterus incapa- 
ble of a proper dilatationz but, contrary to my 
expectation, all went on very well. CE 


OBs : RVATION CCCXXXVII. 


The twenty-ſeventh of January 1698, a huſband- 
man of the pariſh of St. Germain de Tournebu, de- 
fired me to come to the aſſiſtance of his wife, who. 
had been three days in labour, and was almoſt ſpent 
by the ill- management of her midwife. Being 
then with a lady that was in labour, I could not go 
till ſhe was brought to bed, which was not till two 
hours after: I then haſtened to her, and found her 
very much tore, the child preſenting the * at 
the os tincæ; all the help I gave her, was to put 
her in a proper ſituation, and ſhe was brought to 
bed immediately, but the child was dead. I gave 
particular charge, before I went away, that they 
ſhould be very careful in dreſſing the contuſed la- 
cerated parts, which would not fail uniting toge- 
ther after the ſloughs were fallen off, and would 
become a great obſtacle to delivery, if ſhe ſhould 
ever prove with child again, as alſo to her monthly 
evacuations, 

About three months after, I was fetched to her 
again; they told me, that ſhe had been perfectly 
well of her lying-in above two months; but that 
ſhe now laboured under another complaint, which 
reduced her to the laſt pa I found her in 
terrible convulſions, and complaining of intolera- 
ple pains in the belly and private parts. 


7 N 
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for the cauſe of this miſchief, where the pains were 
felt, and found no appearance of the vulva, the 
urethra alone was to be ſeen ; the external lips, after 
the falling off of the ſloughs had united entirely. 
I immediately underſtood, that the menſes being 
ſtopped in the vagina, were what occaſioned her 
diſorder, but I ſaw no means how to open them a 
paſſage. I paſſed my finger, dipt in oil, into the anus, 
and the catheter into the bladder, by which means 
the coherence of theſe parts appeared ſo great, that [ 
judged the operation impoſſible, unleſs any tumour 
ſhould ariſe outwardly, by the dilatation of the 
parts. I put off doing any thing till the next day. 

At two in the morning the huſband came, who 

hardly gave me time to dreſs myſelf, I went im- 
 mediately, and having placed her in a proper. ſitua- 
tion, I introduced my middle finger into the anus, 
and the catbeter into the bladder, giving it to hold 
to the woman that I judged moſt handy, and with- 
out following the direction of the fibres, as authors 
order it, I paſſed my inciſion- lancet flat- ways, hav- 
ing fixed it with tow, between my finger and the 
catheter, that is, between the refum and the neck 
of the bladder, keeping the middle way between 
them as much as I could, and came happily to the 
extremity of the adherence, which was about two 
or three fingers broad : There came'away a pro- 
digious quantity of a black thick blood, without 
any ſmell, and all her complaints went off imme- 
diately. Having by this means overcome the great- 
eſt difficulty, (which aries from the proximity of the 
bladder and inteſtine) J then finiſhed the operation 
according to art, ſeparating the parts, as, they 

ought to be, in their natural order. The woman 
did very well, and I dreſſed her afterwards with a 
peſſary made on purpoſe, till ſhe was perfectly 
cured, notwithſtanding the hardneſs of the cica- 


trice, I delivered her a year after of a child, that 
Eyes preſented 
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place; whereupon I pricked it with my 1 
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preſented the arm, which forced me to bring it 


out by the feet; indeed I met with Ns more 
difficulty in doing it. 


OB S E SJ 4 T3 COCXXXVAL. 


The third of OFaber 1689, an oil-man fetched 
me to his wife, who had been in /abour three days. 
I found her much in the ſame condition as the laſt, 
by the violent touchings of the midwife ; which 1s 
a misfortune, that all women who have lingering 
labours, are liable to. The child's head was juſt 
entered the vs tincæ, and finding no ſign of life in 
ft for a good while, I opened the cranium with my 
inciſion Enife, voided the brain, and brought out 
the child in an inſtant, my hand doing at once 
the office of a crotchet and tire- tete, but with much 
leſs danger of hurting the woman, I left her to 
the care of her nurſe, forewarning her what mis 
chief might enſue ſrom any neglect on her part. 

About eighteen months after, the huſband came 
once more to me, to let me know, that ſhe was in. 
a worſe condition than before. Two midwives I 
met with there, aſſured me that there-was no 
ing, thro* which the child might come into che 
world. I examined the parts, and found, thay 
after the falling off of the ſloughs in her laſt labour, 
the external entrance had quite united and cloſed. 
up. By introducing my finger into the anw, I 
could feel the child ſtrong and hearty. | 

Upon examining this coherence with a candle, 
perceived a drop of ſerum ſticking on one parti. 
cular place; I wiped it off, and by degrees ano- 
ther drop was formed; I wiped it off again, and 
tried to introduce 'my probe, but could not do it, 
there being no ſenſible opening, but the water 
tranſuding only thro* the cicatrice; I. gathered 
from thence, that it muſt. be very thin in that 


ged 
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enlarged the wound, and put in four fingers ſuc. 
ceſſively. The membranes began then to appear, 
and the pains encreaſing, they puſhed out, firſt to 


the bigneſs of an egg, then as large as my fiſt; 
finding a conſiderable dilatation, I opened them ; 


the child's head got into the os ſincæ, the pains 
keeping till increaſing, and the child, who was 
very ſtrong, ftirring on its part, together with the 


help I gave, the labour, that was but juſt before 


deſperate, was ſoon at an end. The mother was 
not long before ſhe got up again. 


OBSERVATION CCCXXXIX. 


A ſurgeon's wife, who lived ſix leagues off, hay. 
ing loſt her huſband while ſhe was with child, re- 
moved to Yalognes, Her time being pretty near, 
the waters came away without her feeling any pre- 
vious pains; two days after ſhe felt them, upon 
which ſhe ſent for me: Being gone four leagues off 
to a man I had trepanned, ſhe was forced, beſides 
the midwife, to call in another ſurgeon, who find- 
ing the child's head juſt entered the os tince, told 
the midwife what ſhe had to do, and went away. 
He was no ſooner gone, but the midwife, imagin- 
ing herſelf to be more knowing than he, ſet about 
working in the beſt manner ſhe could, and per- 
ſiſted in it for three days and three nights, at 
which time ſhe was brought to bed, but her ſenſes 
were gone; the child was dead, and her private 

rts were in ſuch a condition, that they mortified 
all over; but by the care of her ſurgeon, ſhe was 
cured in two months, ſo that nothing extraordinary 
appeared outwardly. As ſhe was a widow, the 
vagina was not ſo much regarded. . When the 
menſes began to take their uſual courſe, ſhe ſuffered 
violent pains for ſeveral days, till the humours, 


which had acquired ſuch a degree of corruption, 


that 
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that no- body could come near her, had overcome 
the obſtacle that detained them; this uſed to laſt 
ſeven or eight days, and return again three weeks 
after. She laboured under theſe complaints for five 
or ſix months, without ſpeaking of it to any body; 
after this ſhe had her menſes regularly, as before her 
being with child. = 4 

She was ſought in marriage, but before ſhe en- 
gaged in it, ſhe aſked her ſurgeon, whether there 
was any thing that ſhould hinder her from it ; he 
aſſured her not, and accordingly ſhe married, but 
did not find in the embraces of this huſband what 
ſhe had loſt in the other; ſhe at firſt imputed the 
fault to him, but recollecting what had befallen 
her, ſhe ſent for me. I found a coherence about 
an inch within the vagina: when I puſhed in 
my finger, it gave way, the breadth furniſhing to 
the length. 1 told her, that all that could be 
done, was to open it. She deſired me to write up 
the caſe to Paris; I accordingly ſent it to Mr. Du 
Tertre, ſurgeon to the king, who approved of 
what I adviſed, and cautioned me at the ſame time 
againſt the hemorrhage. The fear of the opera- 
tion carried it before the pleaſure of being cured ; 
her huſband and ſhe were once going to part, on 
account of the apparent impoſſibility of conſum- 
mating the marriage, but however, they ſtill kept 
doing as before, and ſhe became big with child. 

She ſent for me to lay her. The pains were 
ſtrong when I came, and increaſed conſiderably. 
I touched her by the anus, and found the child in 
the waters, ſtrong, and well ſituated, and a hard 
callous body, which occupied one part of the va-_ 


gina, Whatever ſearch I could make with the 


help of a light, I found no opening that would 
admit of the leaſt probe; upon this I made an in- 
ciſion an inch below the ureibra, cutting only with 
one ſide of my knife, and continued it * 
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. wards at ſeveral times, trying every now and then, 
whether my finger, hand, or ſpeculum matricis would 
not perfect the dilatation ; I got thro? at laſt, and 
took away all the callous parts: I all along kept 
my finger in ano, it ſerving me as a director, to 
know how deep I had to go. 

The blood poured down pretty plentifully, but 
the pains increaſing immediately, the membranes 
puſhed” out and broke; the head preſented at the 
crowning, in ſuch a manner, that I could be of 
no ſervice. The pains went off for three hours, 
but not a drop of blood came away, the veſſels 
being ſtrongly compreſſed by the head. The pains ' 
Having returned at laſt, the delivery was over in leſs 
than a quarter of an hour, I dreſſed the parts 
with a peſſary made on purpoſe, to prevent them 
from adhering again. 

She bred again three months after, and when 
labour came on, they were going to ſend for me; 
but ſhe was brought to bed before they were gone. 


OBSERVATTON CCCXL. 


A baker's wife, who lived at the bridge of Ne- 
le, a league off, having been twice delivered of 
dead children, and being a third time with child, 
a neighbour of hers quarrelling with her, told her, 
ſhe again carried about her what would ſerve to 
dung a cabbage. Both her huſband and ſhe were 
ſo affronted at this reproach, that they came to 
beg my aſſiſtance when ſhe ſhould want it, that 
they might prevent the ſame accident. They told 
me, they could not conceive how ſhe had bred, 
after what ſhe had ſuffered in her laſt labour. I 
examined her, and found a hard callous body, 
which began underneath the areztbra; and went on 
obliquely to the reum, at two inches from its ex- 
tretmity, the vagina and rectum being ſo perforated 
| | as 
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as to admit the thumb, the feces came thro? this, 
falling involuntarily into the vagina, without her 
perceiving it. The ſpincter muſcle was by this 
means quite uſeleſs 3. the os ſincæ was covered by 
this callous body, and its. communication with. the 
entrance of the vagina in appearance intercepted. 
I left it to the time of her lying · in, to examine the 
reſt. I was fetched when it happened and found 
her with ſuch violent pains, that it ſeemed as if all. 
her inwards were coming out. I touched her to 
ſee whether there was no alteration in the parts; 
but as before I found that ſort of fiſtula, which went 
from the vagina to the redtum, and by it, I could 


perceive thro? the callous: body that the child was 
alive; but it was too thick and: hard to let me judge 


* what part preſented. The caſe called for diſpatch, 


convulſions and fainting fits began already to ſeize 
her. I reſolved upon delivering her; to that effect 
I made uſe of the ſpeculum, to have the callous body 
in full view; I paſſed my lancet thro? it, having 
firſt armed it with tow, and made way for my 
finger; but this was of ſmall ſervice, the calloſity 
was too hard: I then made uſe of the fpeculum in- 
ſtead of my finger, but this not ſucceeding better, 
I again had recourſe to my lancet, with. which, 
with a great deal of labour and at ſeveral times, I 
enlarged: the inciſion, and made room to get in 
my hand, I met with the buttocks, the membranes 
broke at the very next pain; I puſhed back the 
buttocks and joined the feet together; but the 
opening was too ſmall to bring them out along 
with my hand, the nearneſs of the other parts 
hindered me from cutting any further, and the 
hardneſs of the vagina and refium which adhered 
together, made my hand and fpeculum equally uſe- 
leſs. The child ſtirred very briſkly, and I could 
ealily. have brought out one foot, but the delzvery” 
could not be performed without bringing out both 

| together. 
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together. At length, with much labour and pa- 
tience, the pains which till now had kept growing 
ſharpet and ſharper, ceaſed all on a ſudden, fo that 
ſhe fell in a ſort of calmneſs, which I made fo good 
a uſe of, that I got out the two feet, whoſe mo- 
tions aſſured us of the child's life: I chriſtened it, 
and the mother was much contented with the 
thoughts of having it buried in ſacred ground. I 
left nothing untried to bring the child into the 
world, as it had begun, but I could not compaſs 
it; it lived but a quarter of an hour, having re- 
mained above half an hour in the paſſage ; it being 
even a happy thing that I made ſhift to bring our 


' the body and head, and it was not without the 


greateſt care that I did it. I eaſily brought away 
the - placenta whole. The mother did very well, 
barring her old diforder, which remained as be- 


fore. 
Before we reſolve upon the cæſarean operation, 


to fave a child that ſticks in the paſſage, we ſhould 
firſt be certain, whether it is alive; and whether 
we can know this or not, the four following caſes 


will ſhew. 


OBsERvATION CCCXLI. 


The nineteenth of March 1687, the attorney- 


general of this town deſired me to go to Hain, to 


lay a tenant of his. She had been in labour three 
days, and had not felt her child ftir all that time; 
it fell as a lump on whatever fide ſhe laid, the wa- 
ters had been gone off two days, and the meco- 
nium was diſcharged in great quantity. The child 
was well placed, and the ſlight pains which the 
mother had, made the head advance in the paſ- 
ſage, but it went back again as each pain ceaſed, 
She was exceeding weak, and her extremities were 


cold ; but as ſhe had a good heart, took things to 
| " a keep 
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keep up her ſtrength, and no cadaverous ſmell ex- 
haled from the private parts: I ſtaid quietly with 
her from the morning to ſeven at night, when two 
ſtrong pains 'coming briſkly upon one another, 
gave us a boy, full of meconium, without crying or 
moving; and who as ſoon as born, retook the 
fame poſture it had in the uterus; I waſhed him 
with warm wine, made him ſwallow ſome, and he 
recovered his ſtrength, and is now grown a man; 
The mother too did very well. 


REFLEXION. 


It was fortunate for the child, that he had to do 
with no crotebet man, and for the mother, with no 
ceſarean operator. 


OBSERVATTON CCCXLII. 


The fourth of November 1699, the wife of one 
belonging to the patrol, ſent for me. I did not 
find things ſo as to make us expect the delivery yet; 
the night paſſed on in the ſame manner, and in 
the morning the pains increaſed, the membranes 
broke, and the child's head got into the paſſage. 
So good a beginning made me hope that all would 
go well, but things kept on in the ſame manner 
for five days; a fever ſeized her on the fourth, and 
run very high the fifth day in the evening; her 
face was bloated, her eyes ſunk and dead, her lips 
of a purple colour, her breath very offenſive, her 
belly tenſe, and up to her chin z the head cloſed 
the paſſage ſo exactly, that nothing could come 
away one fide or other, ſince the diſcharge of the 
waters, we could neither give her any glyſters, or 
make uſe of the catheter, which occaſioned a tenſe- 
neſs and hardneſs of the belly, atrended with 
gripings i ore or leſs intenſe all the while; a reddiſn 
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ſerum inſter lotura carnium proceeded from'the private 
parts; none but myſelf could bear to ſtay in the 
room, on account of its bad ſmell. das that 
the child had ceaſed giving any ſign of life ever 
ſince the day before, and that nothing was to be 
expected on the. ſide of nature, I called in Mr, 
Des Rofiers, a man of ſound judgment and expe- 
rience. He by all means adviſed delivery, as we 
had the moſt likely ſigns of the child's being dead, 
and the mother muſt infallibly die without a ſpeedy 
aſſiſtance. I joined in his opinion, conſidering, be- 
ſides that the bladder and reZum underwent ſuch a 
compreſſion, that it was much to be feared they 
would mortify, whence by the falling off of the 
Noughs an involuntary diſcharge of the urine and 
excrements might enſue. Accordingly I opened the 
cranium with my knife, holding the back of it to- 
wards the urethra, and my hand underneath the 
head ; I emptied part of the brain, hooked in the 
head with my hand, and brought it out with the 
body without the help of any other inſtrument. 
The child after this had. ſtill life in it, and long 
enough to be chriſtened, The chord was ſo rotten, 
that it broke off every time J tried to uſe it in 
bringing away the placenta, which forced me to 
looſen it with my hand; it was as corrupted as the 
chord itſelf. As ſoon as the paſſage was free, all 
that had been retained ſo long, poured out in great 
quantity, making exactly the ſame noiſe as pro- 
ceeds from the emptying a ſtone pitcher by turning 
it upſide down, which I never had, nor ever have 
met with ſince, There was no body that could 
bear the ſmell that filled the room. 
The parts mortified, or rather, were already 
mortified before the. delivery, as was very evident 
by the intolerable odour that exhaled from them; 
the urine and excrements came away involuntarily, 
but by good treatment, in leſs. than a month the. 


parts 
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parts were all healed, and performed their uſual 
ſunchon- as well as before. I have delivered her 
four times fince. She never had but one natura! 
birth. 


OBSERVATION CCCXLITL. 


The eighth of March 1700, a lady ſeyen months 
gone with child, in getting out of her coach, fell 
down upon her belly ; being very tall, the-fall was 
the worſe ; ſhe felt no pain the reſt of the day, but 
felt ſome in the night, which increaſed by the 
morning. She ſent for me, and hearing the pains 
affected only the umbilical region, the loins and 
lower belly having no ſhare in them, and that the 
child was felt to ftir briſkly, I adviſed her only to 
keep her bed, and to take a glyſter made with 
whey, and two ounces of honey of violets, and to 
eat nothing but a little ſoup and fowl, that ſhe 
might not overload herſelf. By theſe means the 
po went quite off, and ſhe ſtil] ſaid, that ſhe felt 

er child. There was no alteration of colour in 
her face, ſhe had no ſickneſs, no load in her belly 
in whatever poſture ſhe was, ſlept well, without 
dreaming or ſtarting ; not any oge thing extraor- 
dinary happened, to her ninth month's end; ſhe 
then felt ſome ſlight pains, which ſhe ſent me word 
of: I immediately haſtened to her; the pains in- 
creaſed, the waters came away, and the child pre- 
ſented ;, I aſked her again, whether ſhe felt her 
child, and ſhe faid ſhe had fill felt it, ſince I had 
been with her. I found the hairy ſcalp advancing 
in the paſſage after the manner of a bladder full 
of water, which I might have miſtaken for the 
membranes, had I not been preſent at the coming 
away of the waters, but I perceived the hairs ſtick- 
ing on theſe ſorts of membranes, this kind of head 


or bladder advancing with the pains, came out 
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enough for me to aſſiſt it. Its length and extent 
ſurprized me; it ſeemed full of water, in which 
was diſſolved the brain, and the coronal, parietale, 
and occipital bones, which fell in this ſort of bladder, 
as they came out of the vagina, being all jumbled 
together; the bones of the face were whole, and 
I eaſily got them out, as well as the reſt of the 
body. I aſked again, whether ſhe was ſure that 
ſhe had felt the child, and ſhe affirmed it very po- 
ſitively; as ſhe was a ſenſible woman, and had 
been but little royled by the pains, I made no 
doubt of there being another child, eſpecially as [ 
found ſome reſiſtance in the placenta. I introduced 
my hand, and found nothing but a ſmall dried-up 
platenta, which adhered fo cloſely to the ſides of 
the uterus, that it was all I could do to looſen it off, 

The child ſeemed to be no more than ſeven 
months old ; it looked as if all its fleſh had been 
taken away, and the ſkin ſtuck again upon its face 
and bones. I make no doubt, but that the fall was 
what killed this child; it might not, indeed, die 
immediately, not perhaps till the fleſh and hu- 
mours were all conſumed away, growing till then, 
weaker and weaker, by degrees. The child was 
not corrupted, becauſe the air was not able to get 
at it; and the motions which women imagine they 
feel at theſe times, are owing to the fermentation 
which happens to the humours, during ſo long a 
ſtay. I believe the child to have been dead about 
ſix weeks. The mother was ill five or ſix days, 
but recovered entirely in three weeks time. 


OBSERVATION CCCXLIV. 


The twenty-ſecond of September 1705, a baker's 
wife, who lived juſt by me, a ſtrong hail woman, 
ſent for me. She had gone her full time, without 


having ſuffered the uſual complaints of breeding 
women. 
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women. The membranes were juſt opened as I en- 
tered the room ; I ſtaid with her two hours, with- 
out any pain returning; upon this I went about 
my moſt urging buſineſs, promiling her, at the 
ſame time, not to be far off, and to call every now 
and then, She often felt her child ſtir. Three 
days and half the third night paſſed on in this 
manner. She always told me, that ſhe felt her 
child. Upon her having ſome very ſtrong pains 
about twelve at night, I was fetched to her; the 
firſt ſhe had after I was come, being over, I touched 
her, and found the head beginning to get into the 
paſſage ; but it was ſoft, as membranes full of water: 
This ſoft head advanced with every pain, fo that I 
was able to help it on, before it was quite out of 
the paſſage ; the bones, inſtead of being quite ſe- 
parated, held together, but gave way in coming 
thro', adjuſting themſelves to the form of the 
paſſage, but retook pretty near their own ſhape, 
when they were once out; the head was of ſuch a 
prodigious ſize, that it could never have come out, 
if it had not been for its ſoftneſs: I was ſurprized, 
after my having got out the head, at my not bein 
able to bring out the body ; 1t was detained by the 
chord, tho? it made but one turn round the neck: 
Having made ſeveral trials, I was forced to carry 
my ſciſſars upon my finger, between the neck and 
chord, and cut it thro'. I was flill after this forced 


to ſlide my fingers between the arm-pits, before I 


could bring out the ſhoulders; I then diſengaged 
the arm: The child was fo large, that I was ſtill 
forced to uſe a great deal of violence, till the but- 
tocks were out. Ihe placenta came away eafily, 
and the chord was fo ſhort, that the hand that held 

it was forced to be in the vagina. 2 
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REFLEXION. 


I believe, that the ſhortneſs of the chord, which 
alſo went once round the neck of the child, was 
ſo ſqueezed, when it was no longer ſuſtained by 
the waters, that the courſe of the blood was inter- 
cepted in the ſame manner that it is, when the 
chord comes out with the head, that however the 
blood had liberty to flow through the arteries, but 
that the veins, which are more ſuperficial, being 
often obſtructed, the head filled beyond meaſure, 
and cauſed the child's death. The hands and feet 
might move about by chance, as ſhe changed her 
Re and make her believe, that ſhe felt it ſtir. 

he head could not have been ſo big above three 
days, as might be judged from the face being 
black, and the head quite corrupted; while the 
reſt of the body, from the neck to the feet, was of 
the uſual colour of children, that come well into 
the world. 

Leſt any bold raſh man ſhould attempt the cæſa- 
rean operation, where there is no neceſſity, as has 
been practiſed but too often, I have thought it ne- 
ceſſary to put it out of all diſpute, that it ought 
never to be attempted, but in the caſe of the ill 
formation of the bones, which is a thing that very 
ſeldom heppens, and that all other caſes in general 
admit of other helps. | 

Tho? in the caſes I have related, where there 
was an adheſion, or callous body in the vagina, or 
an entire cloſure of the external lips, there was no 
ſenſible paſſage by which the ſemen could be con- 
veyed to the uterus, yet I make no doubt of there 
being ſuch, as would admit of the moſt ſpirituous 
part of the ſemen, which might be ſufficient to im- 
pregnate, the reſt ſerving only as vehicle to this: 
That there was ſome ſort of opening appears, from 

8 3 


the menen finding their way, tho' this might hap- 
pen thro' the ſpongy fleſh, as it does ſometimes in 


the cicatrices of old Wundt 


GF 
Of ſeveral uncommon births. 


F is the cuſtom with all authors, to relate what- 

ever uncommon births have fallen under their 
inſpection, to ſhew others how to behave on the 
like occaſions ; conformable to them, I relate the 
following ones. 


OBSERVAT ION CCCXLYV. 


The twenty. ſecond of July 1694, I was fetched 
to a dealer in old cloaths, who had been in labour 
ever ſince. the night before, and whoſe child pre- 
ſented wrong. The waters being gone off and the 
pains very ſtrong, I had nothing to do, but to en- 
quire into the ſituation of the child, I found one 
foot, joined it to the other, that was pretty near, 
and finiſhed the delivery in an inſtant, and the pla- 
centa followed without trouble. It was a girl; ſhe 
had no ſign of life, tho? the mother, and the wo- 
men about her, all affirmed that ſhe had ſtirred 
very much, and very briſkly, and that it was but 
a moment ſince it teft off moving. | 


REFLEXION. 


This girl was of the uſual ſize, and well formed 


in every patt of her body, from the feet to the 
upper eye-lids ; her eyes were in the orbits, and 
the ears where they ſhould be; but inſtead of the 
coronal, parietale, and occipital bones, there was no- 
thing but a bony cap, which adhered to the bones 
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of the ſuperior jaw, on which reſts the brain, in 
the natural order; but here there was not the leaſt 
bit of it, no more than of the cerebellum, 

This ſpectacle deſerving attention, I got toge- 
ther Dr. Doucet and Fortier, two gentlemen of good 
ſenſe and learning, and ſeveral other curious per- 
ſons, in whoſe preſence I raiſed the hairy ſcalp, 
and laid bare this bone, which was without any 
ſutures, but equal in its whole external ſurface: 1 
tried to raiſe one part of it, to ſee whether there 
was not another table, with ſome portion of brain, 
cerebellum, or meninges, but to no purpoſe z the ſu- 

rficies being raiſed, all the reſt was a ſpongy 
ſubſtance, ſomewhat like the diploe, but not quite 
ſo liquid ; the knife raiſing it eaſily, in it were 
confounded the os ethmeides and ſpbenoides, without 
any diviſion or ſeparation. The exterior part of 
the ſuperior jaw, which forms the palate, ſerved to 
it inſtead of a ſecond table, both together not be- 
ing an inch thick, I could remark in the palate, 
neither nerves, veins, or arteries. The medulla ob- 
longata was faſtened to this bone, as it is in other 
heads, out of which it comes out to be the begin- 
ning, or as others would have it, the ending of the 
brain, its inſide having nothing unuſual ; the eyes, 
with their coats and humours, held to the optick 
nerve in the bottom of the orbit, as eyes always 
do; and the other veſſels of the ſuperior jaw, did 
not differ from their uſual courſe, as to their en- 
trance, and coming out of the brain; this made 
me conjecture, that theſe veſſels performed in ſome 
manner, their office in this ſpongy offeous ſub- 
ſtance, experience teaching us, that conſiderable 
veſſels * their pulſation in the very ſubſtance 
of bones; by this means there might be ſpirits 
enough eben in the brain, to enable the nerve 
of the eighth pair, called by the ancients /ex:a vaga, 
to giye a ſufficient motion to the heart to carry 32 

e 


* TIE OY 
| IO „ 


— 


* 


A general Treatiſe of MI DwWwI TRY. 457 
the circulation, the blood in a fetus paſſing from 
one ventricle to the other, thro* the foramen ovale, 
and wanting no other, or little more impulſe, than 
what it receives from the mother; as for the eyes, 
ears, and tongues, as they are of no uſe before the 
child is born, they might be deficient of nerves 
and had this child lived, theſe organs had never 
been able to perform their functions. 

There was no wonder, if the legs and arms of 
this child had their due motions, theſe parts re- 
ceive their nerves from the medulla ſpinalis, which 
was here in its natural ſtate. 85 

According to Deſcartes, this child, who had as 
fine a face, as any new-born child I ever ſaw, 
could not be a reaſonable human creature ; for as 
ſhe wanted the glandula pintalis, which according 
to him, 1s the ſeat of the ſoul, ſhe could have no 
ſoul at all. | 


OBSERvATION CCCXLVI. 


The ſeventh of May 1700, I was deſired to deli- 
ver a carpenter's wite, who had been three days in 
labeur ; the pains being ſtrong and frequent, inſtead 
of being a-bed, I made her get up, and fit down 
upon the lap of a ſtrong woman. There accrued 
ſo great a benefit from this ſituation, that the 
child, whoſe head was already pretty far advanced, 
came out after two or three ſtrong pains. 

The bones of the ſuperior jaw 1n this child, were 
perfect, but there was no more of the ſkull, than is 
generally left on, when it is ſawed off, to ſhew the 
brain; there was only a pretty thick membrane, 
from the middle of which aroſe a conſiderable 
fleſhy excreſcence, with a ſmall ſtalk, near the os 
ethmoides and ſabencides, and ſwelled out bigger, as 
the largeſt forts of muſhrooms do, being 3 
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breath of a plate. I faw nothing in the reſt, but 
what agreed with the foregoing. 


OzszRrvaTtion CCCXLVIE. 


The eleventh of Januaty 1703, a midwife ſent 
for me to aſſiſt a woman, who had been in labour 
ever ſince the day before, and whoſe caſe ſhe knew 
not what to make of. I found the waters gone off, 
and the child at ſuch a diſtance, that I could 
not make myfelf certain of its ſituation by this 
firſt trial, . The mother, and thoſe about her, 
who had been eye witneſſes, aſſured me, that the 
child had ſtirred very much, and not long fince. 
I made her take a ſituation more commodious for 
me, and then found, that the child preſented the 

fide; upon which I brought it out by the feet with 
a great deal of eaſe, the placenta following of its 
own accord, It was a girl, which T had carried 
home, and before Dr. Fromon!, and other gentle- 
men, examined what was particular in her confor- 
mation, 

All was natural from the feet to the ſhoulders, 
which the head was immediately faſtened on, without 

any appearance of neck ; two ſmall ears, pretty much 
like thoſe of a cat; were faſtened to the ſhoulders ; 
the chin was contiguous to the upper part of the fter- 
num and clavicles ; the mouth, lips, and the lower 
art of the noſe, were pretty natural; but its upper 
part paſſed over the os ethmoiaes and ſphenoides, or 
rather, the part where they ſhould have been ; 
becauſe in this place it was no longer a human 
face, but ſomething ſo odd, that it had no reſem- 
blance to any animal I had ever ſeen ; there was 
no forehead, the eyes were rather backwards, than 
on the ſuperior part; the back part was formed 
by a ſort of cartilage, like that which is remarked 
in 
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in the hinder part of a calf's head; the hairy 
ſcalp ſeemed as raiſed on purpoſe, and ſlit, begin- 
ning with two ſorts of proceſſes from each eye, 
each part being at about three fingers diſtance 
from one another, and- terminating as two tails in 
the poſterior inferior part of the falſe ribs. The 
middle ſpace in all this extent was a fort of fleſh, 
having the ſame appearance with that of a dead 
body, when the common integuments are raiſed ; 
the hair grew to the ſcalp, and formed the two 
ſides of this fleſhy part, forming a ſort of embroi- 
dery, and becoming ſhorter, as they were farther 
off from the head. I opened her, and found no- 
thing extraordinary in the abdomen or thorax, but 
all was ſo confuſed in the muſcles and veſſels of 
the neck, tongue, and eſophagus, that I could 
make nothing of them. I found neither meninges, 
brain, or cerebellum ; the whole head being but one 
bone. I had all theſe parts well waſhed ; but all 
my care only ſerved to prove to me, that I could 
make out nothing further. I fixed upon the eyes; 
they were in ſome ſorts of ſmall orbits, but fo ſu- 
perficial, that it hardly feemed that there were 
any; they held by the optick nerves, and had all 
their coats and humours z not indeed exactly as 
other eyes, but much in the ſame manner. The 
vertebræ of the back and ſpinal marrow made a 
ſort of a bow, to gain the oſſeous cartilage, that 
formed the hinder part of the head, to the nerves 
that proceeded from this ſpinal marrow, were owing 
to the motions of the child. 


. 
OBSERVATION CCCXLVIIL 


The twenty-fifth of Auguſt 1710, a woman I had 
delivered ſeveral times, ſent for me. Her pains ' 
pere ſtrong and frequent, and the waters ſoon 
, came 
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came away; the pains then going off, and finding 
the child at a great diſtance, I went home; it was 
In the morning, and I did not return till the even- 
ing, when the pains encreaſing conſiderably, I 
found in touching her, ſomething ſoft enough to 
perſuade me, that it was ſtill the waters; but as 
its conſiſtence and ſize did not alter, either before, 
during, or after the pains, I began to doubt what 
it could be, as it advanced with every pain, and 
ſhe felt her child move; I did not much trouble 
myſelf about it, and at laſt there came forth a live 
child; the part that preſented was a long head 
the brain was ſupported by the os etbmoides and 
cides, and covered with nothing but the hairy 
ſcalp, the frontal, parietale, and occipital bones 
being wanting; the arms were but three inches 
long, and the hands of the ſize and make of the 
fore-teet of a mole ; the legs and thighs were about 
four inches Jong, which inſtead of having their 
articulation with the i/chium, jutted out ſide-ways, 
being even with the perineum ; the feet were like 
the hinder feet of a mole. If this child had nor 
preſented the head, I ſhould have been very much 
puzzled how to bring it away, and notwithſtand- 
ing my averſion to the crotcbet, I muſt have been 
forced to uſe it on this occaſion. 
I opened this child in the preſence of Dr. Tre- 
mont, and ſeveral of my brethren, and all was in 
the natural order, It lived but juſt long enough 


to be chriſtened. 
OYsERvaTion CCCXLIX. 


The thirteenth of April 1712, I delivered a wo- 
man of a child, that had a monſtrous face, the 
reſt of the head and body being well formed. 
The forehead was exceeding large; on its lower 


part, 
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rt, betwizt the eye-brows, hung an appendix, 
exactly like a penis, with a preputium and glans; 
it was an irch long, and hung oyer the orbit, 
which was in the place of the nole, of which there 
was not the leaſt appearance; and in this orbit, 
which was oval, and larger than it is generally for 
one eye, looking as if it had been bore with a 
wimble, were the two eyes, with their coats, hu- 
mours, and membranes, holding to the optick nerves, 
which united together ; there was no mouth, and 
the chin was as long as the forehead was high. As 
it kept moving, I ſent for the prieſt to chriſten it, 
and it died ſome hours after. | 

I ſhall not mention ſeveral children, that have 
fallen under my inſpection, that were deficient in 
ſome parts, or had more than they ſhould have, 
or were any ways marked ; I will only fay, that 
whenever I have met with fix fingers, or ſix toes, 
one of them has always had lels life in it, than 
the others, and would afterwards have become 
troubleſome; for which reaſon, I always make a 
ligature round them, which I draw cloſer and 
cloſer for two or three days, by which means they 
wither, and fall of, If I meet with any excre- 
ſcence, that has a ſmall baſis, I treat it in the ſame 
manner. 


CA 


The reaſon, why we cannot foreſee, that the 
navel-flring will come down before the bead. 


HE ſmallneſs of the chord, the weakneſs of 

its pulſation, too great a quantity of waters, 
and the folds which happen to the membranes, often 
prevent us from foreſeeing, before the opening of 


the membranes, that the chord will preſent before ns, 
| head 
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head; but when it is more advanced in the watets 
than the head, being got between the head and nem- 
branes, it is eaſy to perceive its pulſation, when the 
pain ceaſes, and the waters draw back: When the 
pwlfation is not felt, it muſt be owing to ſome of 
the fore-mentioned cauſes, or to the chord being (till 
too high, and having perhaps no diſpoſition to 
come out, if it had not been carried along by the 
great quantity and rapidity of the waters. When- 
ever we are able to foreſee the coming out of the 
chord, we ought immediately to proceed to delivery, 
the caſe requiring more or leſs expedition, ac- 
cording to the violence or remiſſneſs of the pains. 


OBSERvATIOoN CCCL, 
The ſeventh of July 1703, I was fetched to a 


carpenter's wife, who had been in /abour two or 


three hours, with ſtrong remote pains. I found 
the head beginning to engage in the paſſage, and 
the pulſation of the chord was very plain to be felt. 
Having aſſured myſelf of it by a ſecond trial, I 
opened the membranes, and brought the child out 
by the feet. As the pains were but remote, I had 
time to lay her in a commodious ſituation a- croſs 
her. bed, without being forced to hurry matters. 
The child was hearty and well. 


OBSERVATION CCCLI. 


The twenty-ſeventh of December 1704, as I was 
with a lady ſome. leagues off from Vire, a neigh- 
bouring woman being ill of a very high fever, 
and in labour at the fame time, I was deſired to 


viſit her, the midwife finding ſomething extraor- 
dinary. The waters during the pain advanced to 


the bigneſs of my fiſt with a conſiderable beating, 
which 


= * 2 


1 1 
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which was ſtill more evident, when the waters 
were retired. As the pains were very ſtrong, and 
the waters ready to come away, there was no 
time to be loſt, leſt the head ſhould, upon their 

coming away engage in the paſſage, and put it 
out of my power to fave the child's life; accord- 
ingly I loſt no time in making her change her 
place; I only put a folded ſheet under her, and 


delivered her immediately. The mother and child 
did both very well, 
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Of the diſorders which follow delivery. 
CHAPTER I. 


Of the navel-ſtring's being broke, and the pla- 
centa /z? in the uterus. 


HEN the ſurgeon, in pulling the navel- 
ſtring to bring away the placenta, happens 
to break it, he muſt immediately looſen the placenta, 
and bring it away, before the contraction of the 
uterus hinders the introduction of his hand: It hap- 
pens ſometimes, that the ſtring is broke, tho” the 


H h Placenta 
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Placenta does not adhere ; in that caſe he has no- 
thing to do, but to paſs his hand into the uterus, 
and bring it away. When the placenta has been 
left behind, and ſome days have paſſed- after the 
woman has been brought to bed, there is no ne- 
ceſſity to introduce the arm into the uterus to looſen 
it, this may be done on the ſecond day, by the 
help of four fingers only, tho? it be already cor- 
rupted, 


OBSERVATION CCCLII. 


The twenty-ninth of December 1687, I delivered 
a lady four leagues off; ſhe had a fine labour, but 
the placenta was ſo large, that tho? it was looſe, I 
was forced to paſs my hand into the uterus, to bring 
it away. 

REF LEXION. 


This was not for want of ſtrength in the navel - 
ſtring, but on account of the ſudden contraction 


of the uterus. 


OBSERVATION CCCLIII. 


The twenty-ſeventh of June 1694, I delivered a 
lady, whoſe child came into the world in a very 
little time, but the placenta reſiſted againſt all the 
methods I could think of to bring it away, by 
means of the chord, which, tho' very large, and 
in ſpite of all the precautions I uſed, broke to its 
very root, tho* not of a pretty conſiderable time; 


for as there was no hurry required, I acted with a 


eat deal of gentleneſs, to prevent this accident. 
then introduced my hand, which was the only 
method left; and as it adhered every where equally, 
I began to looſen it in its lower part on the left 


ſide, between- the uterus and membranes, holding 


a  A& M— nn 
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my hand flat-ways, its upper ſide towards the uterits, - 
and inſide towards the placenta, continuing to act 
without any hurry, till it was detached in its whole 
circumference: I brought it out whole, with all 
its membranes 3 and after this made hef take ſome 
broth, and lie down. 


REFLEXION, 


In ſpite of all my care, I have ſeveral times met 
with this accident of the ſtring's breaking. | 

The ſpreading about the placenta, for the ſatiſ- 
faction of the by-ſtanders, is a thing that anſwers 
no manner of purpoſe; for tho? it ſhould not be 
whole, it is eaſy to make it appear ſo, by bringing 
the divided parts together, 


OBs8tkvarion CCCLIV. 


The twenty-firſt of December 1700, I was con- 
cerned for a lady, that had a very quick labour, 
but the placenta, whoſe ſtring was but ſmall, was a 
long while before it came away. As I had uſed 
no violence, nothing obliged me to examine it, 
but the conſtant cuſtom I have of doing it, which 
on this occaſion, proved not to be uſeleſs. I found. 
about an eighth part miſſing, beginning at the 
center, and growing wider, as it went to the cir- 
cumference ; ſo that by bringing the divided parts 
to one another, there ſeemed to be no defect; 
practice and experience only enabled me to find 
it out. Without ſaying any thing to any body, I 
introduced my hand again and looſened it, bring 
ing it out with what clods of blood I could; it was 
fixed in the hinder part of the uterus, where it 
extended pretty much in length, but little in 
breadth. According to cuſtom, I made her take 
ſome broth, and lie down eaſy, 


h 2 | R- 
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REFLEXI1ON, 


This ftring, tho* ſmall, muſt have been very 
ſtrong, to be able to tear the ſubſtance of the pla. 
centa, ſooner than break itſelf, 


OBSERVATION CCCLV, 


The ſeventh of Auguſt 1704, a lady between 
five and fix months gone with child, — labouring 
under a very high fever, ſent for me. I bled her 
twice, and adminiſtered what I thought proper to 
appeaſe the fever, expecting all along, that ſhe 
would miſcarry. On the fifth day, labour 'pains 
came on, and I had but juſt time to lay a folded 
ſheet under her, before a live child dropped into 
my hands. The navel-ſtring of ſo ſmall a child, 
could not be very ſtrong; I did what I could to 
bring out the placenta by its means; but the uterus, 
as moſtly happens, puſhing down to thruſt out the 
child, when that is done, recovers on a ſudden 
the ſituation it was in before delivery; and in this 
motion cauſed the ſtring to break, tho* 1 might 
rather be ſaid to hold it, than pull it: Without 
giving time to the uterus to cloſe entirely, I imme. 
diately paſſed in four fingers, by whoſe means | 
looſened it; and having got it ſomewhat lower, 
brought it out whole, by pinching it between my 
thumb and four fingers. She was very ill that 
day, but perfectly recovered in three weeks time. 


REFLEXI1ON. 


A uterus that has not attained to its laſt degree 
of extenſion, very ſoon contracts itſelf, and re- 
quires the greater expedition, 


OBESI. 


7 
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OBs&sERVATION CCCLVI. 


The fourth of January 1712, a farmer's wife, 
between three and four months gone with child, 
upon her feeling great pains in the belly and about 
the loins, which anſwered downwards, ſent for me; 
as this had been occaſioned by her lifting a great 
weight of corn, I made no doubt of her going to 
miſcarry. Upon touching her, I found nothing 
that could aſſure me of it: I ordered her a glyſter, 
which carried off her pains for ſeveral days, but as 
they came on again, I was not eaſy. I enjoined 
her reſt, and ſaw her every day. On the tenth 
day, a meſſenger was ſent ro let me know, that 
ſhe was worſe, and to deſire me not to be out of 
the way; but without ſtaying for another meſſage, 
I made what haſte I could, and found her delivered 
of a little —_ about five inches long, and big in 

proportion, 5 two fingers into the uterus, 
fooſened the placenta, and brought it out between 
my fingers. The child was chriſtened and died; 
but the mother was well ſix days after, 


OBsERVATION CCCLVII. 


The third of November 1697, a lady of this 
town, two months and a half or three months 
gone with child, was taken ill with a cholick, attend- 
ed with pains of the loins, which were afterwards 
felt downwards, and all without any manifeſt cauſe : 
immediately judged that ſhe would miſcarry, 
and was confirmed in it by an inclination of mak- 
ing water coming on; this forced her to go to the 
pot before I had time to inform myſelf, and ſhe 
felt ſomething fall into it, which. was the waters, 
followed by a little dead ſelus; z I hid it on a piece 


of paper, and the next day it looked like a ſort of 
H h 3 - thickiſh. 
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thickiſh dried membrane. A moſt conſiderable flood- 
ing enſued, occaſioned by the retention of the pla. 
centa, whoſe chord was fo ſlender, that it could be of 
no ſervice.to me in the extraction. Not being able 
to get in two fingers, I made uſe of but one, car- 
rying it all about in the werus, till I had entirely 
detached it, and brought it out, by the means of that 
finger which I crooked, and made ſerve as a blunt 
hook; the blood ſtopt almoſt immediately. 


REFLEXION, 


The blood poured down in ſuch a quantity, that 
this placenta, notwithſtanding its ſmallneſs, could 
not be left in, without expoſing the woman to cer- 


tain death. 
OBSERVATION CCCLVIII. 


| The twenty-cighth of Jah 1712, I was fetched 
at ten in the morning to a poor woman, who was 
brought to bed at twelve at night ; the navel- 
ſtring was broke, and the placenta left behind. 1 
found the os tincæ cloſed, and very hard to dilate; 
but at laſt I ſuceeded in it, and paſſed in my arm 
up to the elbow, and detached the placenta, which 
adhered very cloſe to the uterus. She was up again 


in three days time. 


OBSERVATION CCCLIX, 


The twelfth of September 1706, I was fetched 
to a farmer's wife, of Sainte Mere Epliſe ; it was 
four in the afternoon when I came, and ſhe had 
been brought to bed at twelve at night. I found 
the os uteri quite cloſed ; I dilated it notwithſtand- 
ing, by degrees, enough to admit of my fingers 


eus after another, and at laſt, of my whole hand 
above 
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above the wriſt, The placenta ſtuck to the uterus» 
as if it had been paſted ro ir, without being ſepa- 
rated in any one part; ſo that there was no place 
which engaged me to begin by it more than ano- 
ther: Whereupon I began by the inferior and po- 
ſterior part of the uterus, and continued till it was 
quite ſeparated ; I then took it between my fingers 
and got it-out, leaving the woman in a very good 
condition 


OBsERVATION CCCLX. 


The ſixth of May 1689, I was fetched to an at- 
torney's wife of the pariſh of Haberville, who had 
been brought to bed above twenty-eight hours, and 
the placenta left behind, I did not find it fo dif- 
ficult to dilate the os tince as in the foregoing, wo- 
man, and I found occaſion only to paſs in my hand 
as high as the wriſt, with which J ſeparated and 
brought out whole a very ſtinking placenta z not- 
withſtanding which, the woman had ſuffered no 
inconvenience from it, not even the head-ach. 


OBsERvaTIion CCCLXI. 


The ſixteenth of Auguſt, 1691, I delivered a woman 
of a placenta ; ſhe had been brought to bed above 
two days, and the werus being eaſily dilated, I had 
only occaſion for four fingers to bring it away; but 
its ſmell was ſo intolerable, that I was forced to 
waſh my hands with vinegar ſeveral times, before 
could bear them. She had a very ſharp head- 
ach with hyſterick fits, which laſted on hex a few 
days longer, before they left her. 


Hh 4 Re- 


472 A general Treatiſe of Mipwirzy, 


REFLEXION. 


We may remark in theſe four laſt caſes, that 
the longer the woman has been brought to bed, 
the eaſier the extraction of the placenta proves to 
be ; for at firſt the parts not having yet loſt their 
ſpring, they contract ſtrongly, but afterwards they 
are continually relaxed by the foreign body they 
contain, which is continually moiſtening them by 
its diſcharge z they ſometimes indeed get rid of it, 
by ſome extraordinary effect of nature, but this 
ſeldom happens, and the woman generally periſhes, 
unleſs helped by art. 

We may alſo remark, that the longer the woman 
has been brought to bed, the leſs introduction of 
the hand is required, the uterus contracting gra- 
dually, and bringing along with it the placenta 
nearer the exterior parts. 

I am not always able to bring away the placenta 
whole, the reſtleſs temper of the woman being 
often a hindrance, and part of it being ſometimes 
got away before I am called. 


OBSERVATION CCCLXII. 


I had a vaſt deal of trouble with a farmer's wife, 
of the pariſh of Haberville. She had been brought 
to bed twelve hours; the ſtring was broke at its 
very root, but ſhe would yield to neither prayers 
nor threats, but at laſt conſented to be held by ſix 
women. The 0s uteri was very much cloſed ; I 
made ſhift by degrees, to get in my fingers one af- 
ter another, and then my hand; I emptied away 
ſeveral clods of blood before I attempted any 
thing upon the placenta, which was ſo adhering, 
that it ſeemed to make but one body with the uterus. 
I went round it ſeveral times, without _— 

| where 
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where to begin, I fixed at laſt upon a part, and be- 
gan to detach it; but ſhe made ſuch ſhrieks, and 
toſſed herſelf about in ſuch a manner, that the 
forced me to take away my hand feveral times, 
and to bring away the placenta in above twenty 
pieces, having never met with one that adhered fo 

ſtrongly ; * which, I could have 
brought it away whole, if I had had to do with a 
more reaſonable woman. Having well cleared the 
wuierus, I left her free, and foaming at her mouth; ſhe 
was notwithſtanding well again in a fortnight, whilſt - 
I was not able to ſtir hand or foot for ſeveral days. 


OBsERVATION CCCLXIII. 


The thirtieth of May 1705, I was fetched to a 
butcher's wife of Montebourg. It was at leaſt fifteen 
hours ſince ſhe had been brought to bed, when I 
arrived," Two ſurgeons had been with her before, 
who by pulling hard, had got away at ſeveral 
times, about half the placenta ; but being at laſt at 
their wits end, and their ftrength quite ſpent, they 
forſook this poor woman, leaving her with a con- 
tinual fooding, which indeed was ſomewhat abated, 
but ſtill very dangerous. | 
She was quite ſpent, and almoſt without pulſe ; 
the os uteri was hard, tumefied, and quite ſhut up, 
which was owing to their rough uſage. I dipped 
my hand in oil, and introduced four fingers only 
into the uterus, one after another; and by this 
means detached the whole remainder of the 
ta, and brought it away, the whole laſting but a 
very little time. 6 
She was a long time before ſhe recovered her 
health, being afflicted for a great while with a very 
bad head-ach, and a very troubleſome tingling in 
her ears, as is uſual with thofe, who have ſuffered 
any great loſs of blood, "Hf 
Wy = 
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REFLEX1ON. 


The rough handling of the ſurgeons that had 
been before me, had brought on an inflammation 
on the os uteri, which made it much more cloſed 
than it is naturally inclined to be, and gave me a 
great deal of trouble in the getting in four fingers 
only. The whole piacen!a left behind, ſometimes 
extends the «/erus very inconſiderably, whilſt a very 
ſmall portion of it may keep it full, and exceſ- 
ſively Alated, which happens when the os /ince, by 
being too much cloſed, prevents the diſcharge of 
blood, and cauſes it to coagulate in the ulerus. 


OBsERVATION CCCLXIV. 


Moſt of the midwives of this place being dead, 
I taught a woman, on purpoſe to eaſe myſelf of 
the continual hurry of buſineſs I was in : She twice 
delivered, without my help, a young lady of this 
town, who being in lalour for the third time, and 
having come off ſo well before, ſent again for her. 
The child was born as quick as uſual, but the pla- 
centa did not follow ; but by pulling a good while, 
ſhe brought it away, -and threw it behind the fire, 
without minding whether it was whole or not, its 
extreme bigneſs deceiving her; after this, finding 
the blood pouring down in a greater quantity than 
ſhe could wiſh, ſhe put a napkin into the part, 
which cloſed it ſo exactly, that not a drop of blood 
could come out; this ſoon brought on far greater 

ins, than thoſe ſhe had felt during labour; a vo- 
miting ſeized her, and ſoon a deliguium, and at laſt 
a Jump, which ſeemed to her to riſe from her ſto- 
mach to her throat, as if it would choak her; a 
ſurgeon was ſent for, but ſhe expired before he had 


time to know what was the matter. 
I was 
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I was deſired to open the body together with 
him; we found the belly externally of a ſurprizing 
bigneſs, and within the uterus, part of the placenta 


of the bigneſs of a gooſe's egg, whoſe beginning 


was in the midſt of the fundus, and ended in about 
the middle of the right fide ; there was a c 

of blood, of the bigneſs of a loaf of faur or five 
pounds, 


REFLEXI1ION. 


Tis not only a coagulation of blood in the uterus 
that will kill a woman; if the uterus is not quite 
empty, the blood will keep flowing, and have the 
ſame effect. 


OBSERVATION CCCLXV. 


The fifth of OZober 1708, a farmer's wife had 
a fine labour, the placenta following as well as one 
could wiſh ; ſhe voided much blood at firſt, but 
the midwife made no account of it, telling her, 
that it would be for her good: Uyon its continuing 
the next day, ſhe grew uneaſy and ſent for me. 


She was expiring, as [ came, and ſtill voided blood 
after her death. I opened her in the preſence of 


Dr. Tremont ; the uterus was no bigger than a man's 
fiſt, and in it was part of the placenta, of the big- 
neſs of a large hen's egg; I ſeparated it very 
eaſily, it adhering but very ſlightly, no more than 


the foregoing. X 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Il. 
Of the ertraction of the membranes, when lefb 
behind. 


HE miſchief which enſues from the membranes 
being left in the uterus, is not ſo great in- 
deed as that which ariſes from the placenta, but this 
is eaſier to avoid than to remedy, when once hap- 
pened ; wherefore we ought always to examine the 
placenta, to which they adhere, and if any part of 
them are wanting, the azerws muſt be cleared of 
it immediately. 


OBSERVATION CCCLXVI. 


The eighth of May 1701, I was fent for to a 
lady four leagues off, who had been brought to 
bed three days. She was in a high fever, her belly 
was hard, tenſe, and painful; ſhe could not bear 
any thing upon it, not even her ſhift ; her lochia 
had been ſtopped two days, and in their room there 
came away nothing but a reddiſh ſerum, ſomewhat 
inclining to black, and of an intolerable ſmell. 
Suſpecting ſomething had been left behind, IL laid 
her in a proper ſituation, and eaſily got my finger 
into the os Zince, where I met with a ſmall. mem- 
branous body ; I joined another finger, and drew 
it out between them; I afterwards cleared away, 
- ſeveral clods of blood; the whole ſmelled intolera- 
bly, and there was a diſcharge of the like nature 
the reſt of the night, but the /ochia took their uſuaþ 
"courſe, and in the morning ſhe was quite free of 
all her complaints, 


, 
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REFLEXION,. 


This is indeed the only accident I have ever ſeen 
ariſe from part of the membranes being left behind, 
and ſeveral nurſes have ſhewn me ſome conſiderable 

rtions of them, which came away with clods of 

lood, after the women had been brought to bed, 
without their having felt any inconvenience from 
them; but as the thing may happen, it is better 
to guard againſt it from the very beginning. | 


CHAP. III. 
Of the flooding which follows delivery. 


2 placenta is faſtened to the fundus wteri, and 


when extracted, leaves the mouths of an in- 
finite number of veſſels gaping, which are able to 
afford a prodigious quantity of blood, if they re- 
main long open; the contraction which fee 
to the uterus as ſoon as it is emptied, is what cloſes 
them, and this contraction depending on nature, 
the operator's ſkill is almoſt uſeleſs, eſpecially when 
the flooding is exceſſive, and death prevents the 
remedy ; however, ſome eſcape when the flaodeng 
any ways abates, and its cauſe is diſcovered. 


OBsERvVA TION CCCLXVIL 


The third of November 1701, a young lady, 
whom I had laid ſeveral times, miſcatried ; the 
child and placenta came away together. The blood 
which came afterwards did not ſeem to exceed 
the uſual quantity in theſe caſes. After -ſhe 
had remained ſome time upon the little bed, 
I had her carried upon her own, where ſhe ſoon 
ſwam in blood, and fainted away. I — 

ately 
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ately wetted her hands and face with oxycrate, 
and applied a compreſs dipt in it upon her belly 
and loins, and left as few coverings upon her as I 
well could. I gave her ſome broth, but very lit- 
tle at a time, with ſome wine and water to quench 
an intolerable thirſt ſhe complained of, the wine 
was more to make the water go down than any 
thing elſe, all ſpiricuous liquors in theſe caſes being 
to be avoided, the whole drift being to thicken 
the blood, and calm the ſpirits. 

She was very much inclined to ſleep, but the 
weak ſtate I ſaw her in, obliged me to hinder her 
from it, till the circulation heing more moderate, 
and the flooding fo abated as to make us apprehend 
no danger, I ſuffered her to give way to oe incli- 
tation. By the means of good food, ſh» ſoon filled 
her veſſels and recruited her ſtrength, in much leſs 
time than I could have expected, having fainted 
away above twenty times that night. 


OBSERVATION CCCLXVIII 


The third of January 1704, a vintner's wife was 
brought to bed, aſter three days hard labour; the 
pains being very exceſſive and frequent, the pla- 
centa followed very eaſily ; notwithſtanding which 
the blood came out with ſuch an impetuoſity, that it 
flew againſt her knees, and ſhe fainted away im- 
mediately, being without any pulſe, and breathleſs. 
So unforeſeen an accident ſtruck me, but without 
ſhewing any concern, I immediately threw ſome 
oxycrate in her face, upon her hands, into her 
mouth, and applied cloths dipped in them, almoſt 
all over her; I took away every thing that could 
entertain any heat, leaving nothing but the ſtraw 
bed under her; ſhe at laſt gave a ſhort ſigh, came 
to herſelf again, and did very well afterwards. 


OBsz r- 
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OBSERVATION CCCLXIX. 


The ſixteenth of Marcb 1704. I delivered a glo- | 


ver's wife of a dead child, which had not been ſuſ- 
pected in the leaſt ; her labour laſted about an hour, 
and the placenia came away with a great deal of 
eaſe, I left her upon the little bed, recommending 
her to the care of the nurſe, and went about other 
buſineſs. I had only time to bleed two people juſt 
by, before I was fetched again in a hurry ; the 
blood had poured down in ſuch an abundance, that 

it had ale its way thro* the very floor into the 
room underneath, ſo that all my endeavours to fave 
her proved uſeleſs. This accident was owing to 
her getting up alone to go to bed, and leaning with 
her belly in lifting her leg over a plank that was 
on the ſide of the bed, and which made a fort of 
trunk of it, this plank being above a foot higher 
than the bed-cloaths, 


REFLEXION. 


If the off pubis ſeparated, as the ancients would 
have it, this woman could not have walked to her 
bed, nor lifted up her leg in this manner, which 
occaſioned her death, by opening the mouths of 
the veſſels, which were already very much dilated. 


CHAP 7 


Of the contuſions and lacerations which happen 


to the vagina and external parts of the uterus, 
during labour. 


HE vagina and external parts of the uterus are 
more liable to contuſions, lacerations, in- 
flammations, abſceſſes and mortifications, in linger- 


ing 
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ing and præternatural, than in natural births; in 
theſe there ſeldom happens any thing elſe beſides 
the laceration of the perineum or of ſome part of 
the external lips; thoſe women who have them 
thick, are more liable to this misfortune than 
others, as they do not yield ſo eaſily to the dilata- 
tion which is requiſite. for the coming forth of the 
child; but when the labour is lingering, and the 
child's head remains a long time in the paſſage, 
the parts are ſqueezed between the head — bones, 
and thereby expoſed to great miſchief. Many in- 
ſtances of this ate interſperſed in this book, as 
alſo of mortifications brought on by the too fre- 
quent and rough handling of midwives. 


OBSERVATION CCCLXX. 


The eighth of December 1710, I was with a young 
lady, big with her firſt child, whoſe lalour was very 
quick. Her external lips were very thick, the head 
advanced with every pain, without the lips ſeeming 
any ways diſpoſed to dilate z upon which account 
the head puſhed againſt them with a great deal of 
violence, as likewiſe againſt the perinæum. I all 
along kept anointing the parts with oil, and pour- 
ing ſome in, between the pains, I expected the 
perineum would have been rent every minute, when 
all on a ſudden the lips opened in their middle and 
inferior parts, and the head came out. The mo- 
ther did very well, by means of a few fomenta- 
tions with red wine. 


 REFLEXION. 


Beſides the thickneſs of the lips, the ſmallneſs 
of the opening and hardneſs of the head cdbntri- 


buted to retard the delivery. | 
AP 'The 
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The rending of the perinæum is not ſo often met 
with in lingering as in quick /abours, becauſe in 
theſe the membranous parts have not had time to 
dilate, and the child's head reaching. forth with 
violence, rends every thing that obſtructs its paſ- 
ſage; this is what ſo often cauſes women to re- 
proach their ſurgeons with cruelty, for uſing them 
ſo unmercifully, when they do not ſo much as touch 
them, thoſe pains being entirely owing to the la- 
cerations which happen at thoſe times, they being 
however attended with no ill conſequence ; and as 
for my part it has never happened to me, ſo much 
as to have the perineum rend, bur I have ſeen it in 
two women, whom I was ſeat for to. | 


OBSERVATION CCCLXXI. 


The twenty-firſt of June 1702, a woman four 
days after having been brought to bed, ſent for me. 
She told me, that the midwife had delivered her 
with ſo much hurry and violence, that ſhe had 
rent open her body. I found the perineum rent, 
but the wound penetrated no more than an inch in 
the vagina and reftum, and ſhe was able to retain 
the faces. I made three ſutures, one in the vagina 
and inteſtine, the other cloſe to the anus; and the 
third near the vagina. I ſaw her but twice in ten 
days, when I pulled out the ſtitches. She has laid 


in ſince, without any return of this diſorder. 


OBSERVATION CCCLXXII. 


The eighth of September 1704, a young woman 
ſent for me a month after her having been brought 
to bed. She told me, that in her labowr, which 
had been very quick, the two openings had been 
made into one, ſo that if ſhe was ever ſo little in- 


clined to go to ſtool, her faces came away. imme- 
| I 1 diately, 
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diately, without her being able to keep them in a 
moment. I examined the part, and found that 
the wound penetrated two inches within the vagina 
and refum ; ſhe conſented to the operation, and 
the time was fixed ; but her huſband dying in the 
mean while, . ſhe changed her mind. | 

Two years after being about marrying again, 
The once more applied to me. I told her, that the 
operation would be much more ſevere now, than 
before, as I ſhould be obliged to cut away all the 
calloſities, which were found there, but that with 
a little reſolution ſhe might eaſily be cured : At 
the inſtigation of love, ſhe readily conſented ; but 
her lover proving worſe than his word, and the 
faces not coming away involuntarily, as at firſt, 
ſhe gave over thinking of matrimony, and the ope- 
ration. ; 

OBsERvaTIion CCCLXXIII, 


The eighteenth of May 1712, being ſent for to 
a woman'of about ſixty, who was ill of a fever, I 
adviſed her to have a glyſter of whey ; upon which 
the told me, that ever fince a hard labour, ſhe had 
undergone, at the age of thirty-five, in which her 
parts had been very much rent, ſhe had not been 
ble "to-keep in'any glyſter, nor even her excre- 
ments, | unleſs when ſhe was very much bound. 

She has had ſeveral children fince this misfor- 
tune, and notwithſtanding the largeneſs of the 
opening, her /abours have always been lingering, 
and all the children have died, except one girl, 
who is about twenty-two. This ſhews plainly 
enough, that the bones which form the pelvis, and 
not the external parts, are what retard the child in 


the paſſage. 


. 
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When the faces come away involuntarily, it is 
a ſign that the ſphinfer has been conſiderably in- 


jured. 
CHAP. V. 
Of the lochia, and their ſuppreſſion: 


| HE veſſels which are opened at the ſeparat- 

. Ing the placenta, cloſe of themſelves, as the 
uterus contracts; this is not done at once, but con- 
ſiderably at firſt, -and gradually afterwards, and 
theſe veſſels continue to ſhed their contents, till the 
uterus has recovered its natural form and ſhape. 
The blood which flows immediately at the coming 
away of the placenta, is exactly like that which the 
child received for its nouriſhment and growth; this 
gradually loſes its redneſs, and becomes firſt a 
reddiſh ſerum, then entirely like unto pus in its 
colour, conſiſtence, and ſmell, which many ab- 
ſurdly miſtake for milk, tho' it be like it in no 


TI. 

f theſe humours did not come away, the wo- 
man's belly would remain big, and extended be- 
yond meaſure. Their quantity or time of flowing 
cannot be-limited, this depending on the age and 
habit of different women : I have ſeen two women, 
who were quite dry the very next day after their 
being brought to bed; their bellies were not in 
the leaſt ſwelled, and they. felt no pains whatſoever, 
being able to get up again on the ſecond day, 'tho? 
they did not till the eighth. Two other ladies I 
have delivered, whoſe lochia left them on the fifth 
day, without any bad conſequence enſuing from it. 
Other women I have ſeen them keep on for five, 


Ii 2 x, 
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ſix, and ſeven weeks, and red all along, and ſtop- 
ping only after an evacuation, which was more like 
a flooding than a ſimple diſcharge of the lochia. 
Whether they keep on a long time, or ſtop 
in the very firſt days, when it happens by a meer 
effect of nature, no harm enſues from it; but if 
they are ſuppreſſed by any extraordinary cauſe, tho? 
never ſo trifling, as is often the caſe, any ſudden 
emotion of joy or fear, even a word ſpoke inad- 
vertently being able to do it, there is no danger 
but what may be feared from it : The courſe of 
the humours downwards being interrupted, they 
flow to the belly, and ſpread themſelves through- 
out the whole habit of body, giving riſe to a 
fever, pains and tenſion of the belly, to a difficulty 
of breathing, delirium and death; happy is the 
woman thot comes off for an abſceſs in ſome part 
or other of her body. 


OBSsERVATION CCCLXXIV. 


The eighth of January 1698, I was ſent for to 
a woman, who went out to church eight days after 
her being brought to bed, and her lochia being 
ſtill on her, and red; the weather being exceed- 
ing ſharp, ſhe was ſuddenly taken with a ſhivering 
and fever, a total ſuppreſſion of the lochia followed, 
and two days after there appeared in the left groin 
a tumour, with heat, redneſs, tenſion and pulſa- 
tion. | 

My firſt care was to leſſen the fever, and divert 
the fluxion by bleeding, glyſters, and a cool regi- 
men, and to allay the pain of the tumour with 
anodynes, which, upon the ſymptoms increaſing, 
I was forced to change for ſuppuratives ; I opened 
the abſceſs with my lancet, and healed it up in a 
fortnight, 


OB$SE R- 
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OBSERVAT ION CCCLXKXV. 


On the ſeventeenth of June 1683, J was called, 
together with two phyſicians and two old ſurgeons, 
to a lady who had been very well delivered by an 
experienced midwife, but her lochia ſtopped ſud- 
denly, thro? a fear ſhe had jult when ſhe awoke, by 
the falling down of ſome trifling thing; a ſhivering 
ſoon came on, with a fever, delirium, and convul- 
five motions ; her belly was hard, tenſe, and pain- 
ful, with a violent heat of urine, and almoſt a 
ſuppreſſion of it. She was twice bled in the foot, 
without any effect, glyſters, and all forts of juleps 
were adminiſtered, till at laſt nature raiſed a crj- 
tical tumour that occupied the groin, hips, buttocks, 
and part of the thigh ; we gave all our attention 
to encourage it; and in eight days time there was 
matter formed, which was let out as ſoon as poſſible, 
to prevent its doing miſchief by its ſtay; but the 
diſcharge of matter was ſo conſiderable, and laſted 
ſo long, that we were not able to prevent its mak- 
ing way into the articulation of the femur, with the 
iſchium, which created us a vaſt deal of trouble in 
healing the wound, and ſhe remained lame all her 


lite, 


OBSERVATION CCCLXXVI. 


A lady in the fifth day of her lying-in, hearing 
her huſband ſpeak loud about ſome ſtewed apples, 
and imagining. that he was angry, was ſomewhat 
ſhocked ; this was immediately followed by a ſlight 
ſhivering, then a fever, with ſharp pains; and in 
fine, a ſuppreſſion of the lochia, and difficulty of 
breathing came on; her belly grew hard, tenſe, 
and painful, and ſhe died, in ſpite of all that could 
be done for her, N 
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OBSERVATION CCCLXXVII, 


A lady who had a very good labour, was taken 
very ill the ſixth day of her lying: in, and ſent for 
me on the fourth of October 1701. She was in a 
very high fever, and her belly was ſo painful, that 
ſhe could hardly bear her ſhift upon it; ſhe had 
a very bad looſeneſs, and her lochia were entirely 
ſtopped ; they had come down pretty plentifully 
for the three firſt days, then diminiſhed gradually, 
and left her entirely on the fifth, without any ma- 
nifeſt cauſe. Notwithſtanding the diſcharge ſhe 
had the firſt days, the ſymptoms that were on 
her were evidently owing to an overload of hu- 
mours, of which it was neceſſary to releaſe nature. 
I began by adminiſtring a glyſter of whey ;z and two 
hours after I took away about ten ounces of blood 
from the arm; I applied to her belly compreſles 
dipped i in emollient decoctions, which I kept chang- 
ing as they grew cold ; I alſo uſed them for gly- 
ſters, injecting but a little at a time that they 
might make the longer ſtay; twelve hours after I 
took away eight ounces more of blood; ſhe ſlept 
that night about four hours, at ſeveral times; in 
the morning I took away ſix ounces more, and 
then left her very quiet, with little or no fever, her 
belly without pain or hardneſs, but ſtill ſomewhat 
tenſe; the /ochia returned, and in eight days time 
ſhe was perfectly recovered. 


REFLEXION. 


I opened the body of the lady mentioned in the 
376th obſervation, and found the belly full of a 
whitiſh water reſembling whey, that had not been 
well clarified, and a great quantity of glairy mat- 
fer, reſembling the white of an egg half n 

the 
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the uterus itſelf had almoſt recovered its uſual big- 
neſs, and though the antecedent was not the imme- 
diate cauſe of this lady's death. | 


OBsERVATION CCCLXXVIII. 
A farmer's wife, on the fifth day of her lying-in, 


ſeeing her huſband enter the houſe in a great hurry, 


and. ſhut the door againſt ſome men, that threatned 
to break it open, jumped out of bed to come to 
his aſſiſtance, without thinking of the condition ſhe 
was in, This fright occaſioned a great ſhivering, 
which was followed by a. fever, and a total ſup- 
preſſion of the lachia; her belly became fo pain- 
ful, that ſhe. could hardly bear compreſſes wrung 
out of an emollient fomentation I treated her in 
the ſame manner as the foregoing, woman, and her 
pains leſſened conſiderably, but kept on for above 
forty days, her belly being now bigger than it was 
when ſhe was with child. 

As ſhe lived at ſome diſtance, I was able to 
ſee her but now and then; one day I was fetched 
in a great hurry, being told I ſhould hardly find 
her alive, the pains having ſuddenly encreaſed to 
a great degree. I found when I came a pail ful 
of matter, which ſhe had voided by an opening four 
fingers ſide- ways of the navel, which had been made 
by the ſtrength of her ſtraining during the beight 
of the pains. I preſſed the belly all about to void 
whatever would come out, and then dreſſed the 
opening with a tent, which J leſſened gradually, 
and made a perfect cure of her in about fifteen or 
eighteen days, She has ſince had ſeveral children, 
whom ſhe has brought forth very happily. 
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Pr. VI 
Of the inflammation of the uterus, 


INGERING and praternatural /abours, the pla- 
L centa brought away with difficulty, a blow or 
fall, or even the bandage, which is made on women 
after delivery, by being too tight, may bring on an 
inflammation on the uterus; this, if not prevented, 
may eaſily degenerate into an abſceſs, occaſioning, 
at the ſame time, a total or partial ſuppreſſion of 
the lochia, a retention of urine, or a frequent occa- 
ſion to make it, a diarrbhæa, vomiting, difficulty of 
breathing, a fever, delirium, convulſions, and at 
laſt death. 

The ſymptoms of this diſeaſe are a violent pain 
in the hypogaſtrick region, the patient can lie in 
no other poſition but on her back; if ſhe tries 
ever ſo little to lie ſide-ways, ſhe feels a heavy and 
painful weight falling on the ſame fide, the loins 
and groin of the contrary ſide ſuffering at the ſame 
time an intolerable pain, on account of the broad 
and round' ligaments, which ſuffer thereby a very 
great extenſion. 

As ſoon as the uterus begins to be painful, tho? 
the lochia ſtill come down plentifully, there is no 
time to be loſt, we muſt have recourſe to emollient 
fomentations upon the parr, and to emollient gly- 
ſters given in ſmall quantities, having firſt emptied 
the large excrements with a common glyſter made 
of whey, with the mel. violar. 

If the diſtemper does not give way, the pain 
and tenſion of the belly encreaſing, a fever and 
difficulty of breathing coming on, and the lochia 
leſſening or ſtopping entirely, we muſt fly to re- 
peared bleedings, taking away but a ſmall quantity 
of blood at a time, and keeping the patient to a 

cooling 


cooling diluting regimen. If an abſceſs notwith- 


ſtanding cannot be prevented, the following ob- 


ſervations will ſhew how it ought to be managed, 
OBSERVATION CCCLXXIX. 


The twenty-ſecond of November 1688, I was 
fetched to a woman who had been two days in . 


bour, and whoſe child's head was locked in the 
paſſage : Soon after I came, the pains encreaſed, 
and gave me no other trouble, than that of re- 
ceiving the child, who had a large tumour on the 
head, which ſuppurated and cauſed an exfoliation 


of the beſt part of the right parietale bone. The 


long time the child had remained in this unha 

ſituation, and the violence uſed by the midwife, in 
expectation of enlarging the paſſage, brought on 
an inflammation, which declared itſelf that very 


day on the external parts, and ſoon communicated 


itſelf to the wterus, which I found the next day 
hard and painful; ſhe was forced to lie continually 
on her back, never miſſing to feel ſomething like 


a large lump in her belly falling on whatſoever *' 


ſide ſhe tried to lie; the pain of this however was 
not to be compared to what ſhe felt in the loins, 
_ groin, and the inſide of the thigh of the op- 
polite ſide; ſhe had a continual call to make 
water, her /ochia were almoſt ſtopped, and ſhe was 
ſeized with a fever. By the method here ſet down, 
ſhe got rid of all theſe complaints in five days, and 
was up again in a fortnight. 


REFLEXION. 


I do not approve of injections into the ultrus, 
for, that they may be carried there, the pipe of 
the ſyringe muſt be introduced into the os uteri, 
Which cannot be done without irritating it very 
£ much, 
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much, and thereby increaſing its inflammation; 
but I am of opinion, that moſt injections, pretend- 
ed to be injected into the uterus, never reach far- 
ther than the vagina. 

I avoid bleeding in the foot in theſe caſes; thoſe 
parts which are already overloaded with humours, 
can never require to have a greater load brought 
upon them. J 


ierten COCLEXE. 


A poor woman, after a long and difficult labour, 
felt violent pains in the hypogaſtrick region; a 
hardneſs and tenſion ſoon communicated itſelf to 
the whole belly; ſhe had a continual call to make 
water, with a great difficulty of breathing, and a 
frequent vomiting. By the treatment aforeſaid, the 
lochia, which were ſtopped, returned; and the ten- 
ſiow and hardneſs of the belly remained only on 
the hypograſtick region, which was alſo painful], 
and ſomewhat red; a pulſation and ſhooting pains 
coming on, I applied ſuppuratives and opened the 
abſceſs in the moſt declining part, which was pretty 
near the left groin, and there came away a great 
quantity of matter, which afforded her a great re- 
lief. I dreſſed her but five or ſix times before ſhe 


was quite well. 


OBsERvation CCCLXXXI. 


A lady whom I had delivered three times before, 
applied to me on the ſame account in June 1697 3 
and in Auguſt following, tho? her lying-in had gone 
on as well as uſual, ſhe ſhewed me a tumour, which 
reached from the middle and lower part of the hy- 

rick region, to the right groin ; being, as well 
as I could judge thro? the integuments and muſcles, 


as big as my fiſt ; when I preſſed with my hand, 
it 


* 
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it ſeemed to give way with ſome ſort of violence, 
but it gave her little or no pain: I applied upon it 
hot bags, with emollient herbs and roots, then in 


their room equal quantities of the empl. e muſilig. . 


melilot and diachyl. cum gum. ſpread, upon a piece of 
leather broader than the tumour ; and after having 
given her two gentle purges, I made her take 
three times a week about a drachm of an electuary 


made up with gum ammon. merc. dulc. trochiſc, alban- 


Aal. dragrid. and ſal tartar. by theſe means the hard- 


neſs entirely dilappeared in two months time. I 


have delivered her three times ſince, without any re- 
turn of this diſorder. 


REFLEXI1ON. 


This tumour was occaſioned by humours being 
thered in the fallopian tube, which ſeemed even 
to reach the body of the u/erus. Notwithſtanding 


the thickneſs of the integuments, the ſubtle parti- 


cles of the gums made their way to it, and diſſolved 
it, the pores having been firſt opened by emollient 
topicks. 


CH A P. VII. 


Of the care that is to be taken of the parts aft 
delivery. | 

THEN the you have been any ways injured, 

I know of nothing better than to foment 
them with chervil boiled in wine; oily applications 


are improper, as the moiſture of the parts muſt 


hinder their effect. 


All aſtringents to contract the parts, and reſtore 


them to the ſtate they were in before delivery, ought 
to be rejected as frivolous and trifling, 


The 


— 
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The entrance of the vagina in ſome women, is as 
ſtreight after delivery, as it was before it; and 1 
have it from men of honour and probity, that they 
had found their wives not only as narrow as they 
were before delivery, but even as much ſo as the 
very firſt time they had approached them; and in- 
deed membranous parts are as able to contract of 
themfelves, as to dilate when there is occaſion, 
The formation of theſe parts in women 1s as various 
as in men, the vagina of ſome being naturally 
wider than that of others, who have had ſeveral 
children. | 

It was imagined anciently, that there was a 
membrane at the entrance of the vagina, which was 
always tore the firſt time of coition, and afforded 
ſome blood ; this membrane, whenever it is met with, 
is præternatural, and may bring on very dangerous 
conſequences, by ſtopping in the menſes, as I ſaw 
once in a girl of ſeventeen; this membrane was 
placed two fingers within the vagina; I opened it 
with my lancet, and diſcharged ſome black blood 
without any ſmell. The ſame thing happened to 
a ſurgeon of my acquaintance, and theſe are the 
only two hymens I have heard any thing of. 

The blood which is ſhed the firſt night of mar- 
riage is not ſo much a ſign of virginity, as of the 
diſproportion of the parts of the two ſexes. 

This ſhedding of blood has alſo another cauſe, 
which has never been taken notice of before, being 
ſometimes owing to the emotions raiſed in the wo- 
man by the thoughts of the conjugal encounter; 
this has been affirmed to me by above fifty young 
women, but is a meer effect of chance, and ought 
not to be depended upon. Two women I have 
known, who having had their menſes eight days 
before they were married, had them come down 


again on the day of marriage, before the conſum- 


* 
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mation, which muſt have been owing to the ſame 
cauſe. 


CHAN 
Of the bandage which is uſed to new laid women. 
. is pretended that by ſwathing a woman's belly 


after ſhe is delivered, ſhe will ſooner recover her 
ſhape, being otherwiſe in danger of having her belly 
remain big for ever after, as alſo that this bandage 
keeps the uterus in its place, and ſerves to preſs out 
the /ochia; for my part I never uſe any thing elſe 
but a doubled cloth pinned round the belly, being 
fully ſenſible how ridiculous it is to imagine, that 
a bandage ſhould be able to ſuſtain the uterus, and 
encourage the purgations, which being the buſineſs 
of nature, ought to be wholly truſted to her; and 
as for its preſerving the woman's ſhape, it is ſo far 
from doing it, that if it is put on too tight, it will 
rather render the belly bigger, by the fluxion of 
humours it brings upon the part. 

Without the help of this bandage women reco- 
ver the ſame ſhapes they had before delivery, Fe: 
vided they be not inclined to grow fat; and in 
this caſe, tho* they never had any children, they 
would nevertheleſs become bulky. There needs 
here no particular obſervation to prove this, it is 
ſufficient that I am able to ſay, that I have delivered 
ſome women from ſeven or eight, to eighteen times, 
without their ſhapes having any ways ſuffered by it. 

This bandage, if improperly uſed, is attended 
with danger, being able, by its too great tightneſs, 
to expoſe women to a relexation of the uterus, 
which may be thereby forced too much downwards, 
as alſo to cauſe an entire ſuppreſſion of the lochia, 
with all its concomitant ſymptoms. : 


OBSE R- 
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OsSsERVATTON CCCLXXXII. 


A midwife, who boaſted of having been brought 

up at the Hotel- Dieu, and who was very fond of the 
bandage, with a view to preſerve the ſnape, delivered 
a lady a patient of mine, upon my being out of 
the way; in ſpite of her bandage this lady's belly 
encreaſed very much in its ſize, as it very well 
might, her whole body growing fat at the fame 
time. This lady being once more with child, the 
midwife reſolved to remedy what ſhe thought ſhe 
had neglected in the former lying-in, in her not 
ſwathing up tight enough, and ſhe really did it to 
ſome purpoſe this time; for violent pains and fever 
— the lochia ſtopped almoſt entirely, a head- 
ach -and delirium came on, and I was fetched in 
haſte; the firſt thing I did was to take off the ban- 
dange, and to apply upon the belly a compreſs 
dipt in warm milk, ordering her at the ſame time 
a-glyſter of whey ; by this means, the fever abated 
conſiderably in a very little time, the lachia came 
down better, and ſhe got well in a few days; her 
belly remained bigger than before, but ſoft, and 
not in the leaſt troubleſome. | 


REFLEXION. 


Suppoſe this bandage was not attended with dan- 
ger; as no good can reſult from it, 1s it not better 
to let women enjoy their liberty, than to keep 
them ſweating in this uneaſy dreſs? 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. N. — M 
¶ the procidentia uteri. 


HE procidentia uteri is the coming down of 

the mouth of the uterus as far as the entrance 
of the vagina. Sometimes part of its neck ha 
out of the vulva; I have met with but two caſes 
of this nature, which ſhews how ſeldom they hap- 
pen; but I have never ſeen, nor do I believe, that 
the whole uterus ever comes out. 

This diforder is known, by finding a body which 
feels of a middle conſiſtence to the finger, which 
goes up when pulhed, and comes down again upon 
the removal of the finger, and which returns to 
its place, when the woman lies upon her back with 
her hips raiſed. | 

The procidentia uteri is owing to the relaxation of 
the ligaments, and this to an internal or external 
cauſe ; the internal cauſe is owing to the moiſt and 
lax conſtitution of the woman, whence all' theſe 
parts being ſoaked with humours, eaſily yield to a 
præternatural extenſion ; the external, are blows, 
falls, a violent ſtraining, and delivery; nor will it 
happen then, if the woman is not of a lax conſti- 
tution. 

Barring delivery, this indiſpoſition and its cauſes 
are as common to ſingle as to married women, and 
I have ſeen ſome who have met with a cure to this 
diſorder, in becoming pregnant. 

It is generally pretended, that hard labours give 
origin to this complaint, but by what I have been 
able to obſerve, I do not find, that thoſe women 
who have undergone the hardeſt labaurs, are more 
liable to it than thoſe who have had the eaſieſt; 
and indeed this does not appear upon them of ſome 
time after their lying- in, which would be otherwiſe, 


if 


* 
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if it were owing to the labour. All forts of labours 


give occaſion to it, the ligaments and all the parts 


' belonging to the uterus being ſtretched and extend- 


ed during pregnancy; but thoſe women who are 
ſubject to the fluor albus, are of all women the moſt 


liable to it. 
Some women get rid of this diſorder without the 


help of any remedy. As it is dangerous and trou- 
bleſome, nothing ſhould be neglected to remove it. 


The woman ſhould be kept to a drying abſorbent 
food; the part ſhould be reduced, and aſtringents 
injections thrown up into the vagina, whoſe virtue 
may be carried further than we imagine; com- 
preſſes dipt in aſtringent decoctions ſhould be laid 
on the loins and belly; during the reduction ſhe 
ſhould lie on her back with her hips raiſed, and ſhe 
ſhould even for a good while keep her bed, and lie 


in that poſture. 
If all theſe remedies have no effect, we muſt 


have recourſe to the peſſary; ſome not approving 
this, uſe in its ſtead compreſſes and bandages to 


keep up the part and receive what moiſture pro- 
ceeds from it. 


CHAP. X. 


Of the inverſion of the uterus, and relaxation 


of the vagina, 


HE inverſion of the uterus is known by a 
fleſhy ſwelling, which takes its origin at the 
circumference of the external lalia, the nymphe and 
orifice of the uretbra lying above it, it continues 
growing wider for above two inches, and ends in 
a large round bottom, of the ſhape of a gourd 
bottle, which hangs between the thighs to a foot's 


length, or thereabouts; this never comes but after 


lying-in, when the bottom of the uterus being re- 
laxed, 
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laxed, and weighing down upon its mouth, gra- 


dually dilated it and forced «s paſſage thro', the li- 
gainents being too much relaxed to keep it up. 


OBSERVATION CCCLXXXIII. 


When I firſt came to this town, I ſaw an old 
lady, who had a tumour as big as my fiſt hanging 
between her legs; this ſeemed in a manner fixed 
to the whole circumference of the external mouth 
of the uterus, directly under the orifice of the ure- 
tbra; there were many inequalities about it, which 
looked like the rugæ of the uterus, as indeed they 
were; its ſuperficies was very dry and very ſenſible 
of cold. She told me, that ſhe had laboured un- 
der this diſorder above thirty years, that it had 
come on gradually after a lying-in, having, as ſhe 
imagined, got up rather too ſoon: Her labour had 
been very good, only the midwife tound a great 
deal of trouble in ſeparating the placenta. She died 
ſoon afrer, while I was out of the way, otherwiſe 
I would have made a ſtricter examination. 

I ſaw the like diſorder in 1618, in a woman at 
the Hotel-Dieu ; Maitre Arnoult took it off, but ſhe 
died a few days after. 


OBSERVATION CCCLXXXIV. 


The ſeventeenth of Ofober 1706, I was fetched 
in a great hurry to a woman of the pariſh of Cour- 
beville, I found het very weak and almoſt ſuffocat- 
ed. The bottom of the wterus was out of the va- 
gina to the bigneſs of my fiſt ; this had happened 
in pulling away the placenis, which luckily having 
entirely ſeparated at that place, prevented a fur- 
ther inverſion, in which caſe I ſhould certainly have 
found her dead. I had no great trouble in reduc- 
ing this; but ſhe ſuffered a great deal. of pain in 

| K k the 
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the loins, belly, and along the inſide of the thighs, 
which ſhe was entirely. delivered from afterwards, 
no. inconveniency remaining. | 


ORrsERVAT ION CCCLXXXV. 


In September 1714, I was conſulted by another 
woman. about ſome eruptions which roſe in great 
numbers about a fort of gourd, which hung out be- 
tween her thighs to a foot's length; they were at- 
tended with pain and "inflammation, ſo that ſhe 
could no longer reduce it as. ſhe; uſed to do; after 
which reduction I uſed. to find: no os internum in the 
vagina, but only a ſlight inequality. 

Mr. Des Refers the younger, a ſurgeon, happen- 
ing to be with me, I made him take notice, as I 
had done before to Mr. Preval another ſurgeon, 
that the beginning of this tumour was no bigger 
than a child's arm, which ſeemed to adhere to the 
external circumference of the external /abia, leaving 
the nwmphe and urethra free above them, it kept on 
in this manner for about three fingers. length, then 
terminated: in a. large body, ſuch, as I have de- 
ſcribed ; this. came an. gradually after her getting 
up of a lying in; perhaps the violence of her /a- 
bcur might contribute to it. She uſed firſt a peſſary 
by my advice, but being tired of it, ſhe had re- 
courſe to the bandage, and by the neglect of the 
peſſary ſhe was thrown into her preſent condition. 

This woman is ſtill alive, and ſhews her diſorder 
to whoever has a mind ta fee it. She gets her 
livelihood by ſpinning, and her ſtate of health is 
ſuch, as may make her hope, to live ſtill a long 
while. Should any one pretend to extirpate this 
tumour, under the denomination. of- an extraneous 
body, ſhe would infallibly loſe her life by it ; but 
this is a miſtake that no one needs fall into, if he 


does but conſider, that no excreſcence would ſpring 
rom 
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from the whole circumference of the vagina, that 
it would not come on at once, but gradually; that 
it would not be of an equal ſurface ; that it could 
not be reduced, and fall out again when reduced, 
as I have ſeen it ſeveral times; and ſuppoſe it was 
at liberty to go in and out, it would never carry 
away the vagina with it, neither would this happen 
in a mere relaxation of the uterus. When this body 
approaches the os externum, no opening would be 
found in it, as we do in the uterus, when it comes 
ſo far down; and when it preſents at the extremity 
of the vagina, we might carry our finger round it, 
as we do round the os internum, when there is no 
ſubſtance between. I ſhall now come to the inver- 
ſion or relaxation of the vagina. 


OBSERVATION CCCLXXXVI. 


The ſeventeenth of Auguſt 1713, a young woman, 
upon ſomething- very extraordinary coming out of 
the vagina, ſent for me; I made her lie on her 
back, and found a round ſubſtance, which was 
formed by the coming out of the vagina; I gathered 
up the whole, and reduced it, as we do the refum, 
when fallen out. I laid on a compreſs dipt in an 
aſtringent decoction, and ordered her to lie on 
her back all night, and ſhe has never ſince been 
troubled with this diforder. I cured another per- 
ſon in the ſame manner, who had been troubled 
with it for ſeveral months; but others I have met 
with, on whom I have tried all methods of cure in 
vain, on account of the hardneſs which the parts 


had acquired by the long ſtanding of the diſorder, 
RETLEXION. 
This relaxation of the vagina is often miſtaken 


for the prolapſus uteri, the extremity of the vagina, 
K k 2 reſembling 
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reſembling very much the os internum uteri, but they 
are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from one another, the one 
adhering all round to the vulva, the other being 


quite looſe. 


CHAP. AL 
Of the uſe of glyſlers, during lying in. 


HE violence of the pains, and loſs of reſt 
during /abour, heat the whole body, and har- 
den the feces contained in the inteſtines, in ſuch a 
manner, that I have known ſome women be ten or 
twelve days with: ut going to ſtool, and had not 
then perhaps, if glyſters had not been applied, 
The great averſion that women have to them in 
general, is owing to the pain which their nurſes 
give them in introducing the cannula, when the part 
is beſet with the hæmorrboids, and which pain might 
be ſaved to them, with the ſmall precaution of di- 
lating the anus with two fingers before we attempt 
to paſs in the cannula. I have often been forced 
to perform this operation myſelf, for want of a ſuf- 
ficient dexterity in the nurſes. 
The receiving the fumes of an emollient de- 
coction is very ſerviceable to the hemorrhords. 


CHAP. XU. 
Of the fluor albus. 


HE glairy humours which come down during 
or at the latter end of a Pregnancy, are im- 


properly called the fluor albus, they being a balſam 


furniſhed by nature to ſoften and relax the parts, 
and make them leſs liable to be lacerated. | 

There is another fort of evacuation that has this 
name given it, and as improperly ; it is that which 


keeps 
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keeps coming down ſome days after the menſes, and 
which is nothing elſe but what muſt neceſſarily fol- 
low them, for the veſſels, after having yielded the 
red liquor, contract and ſtill ſuffer to eſcape, firſt a 
reddiſh humour, which afterwards becomes white, 
in compariſon of what it was before, but 1s rarely 
or never of that exact whiteneſs with what is pro- 
perly called the fluor albus, which diſeaſe in women 
is much worſe than the gonorrbea in men; and I 
«confeſs, that I have not been able to hit upon any 
remedy that I could depend upon for the cure, 
tho? I have tried many. 

There are ſeveral diforders which go under the 
name of the fluor albus, and appear much like it, 
but are in effect very different: Some of thele ariſe 
from an internal, ſome from an external cauſe, Of 
the firſt ſort are thoſe which proceed from a cold 
watry cacochymik conſtitution, or from a wrong 
uſe of the nonnaturals, whence the whole habit of 
body is vitiated, and a continual load of humours 
is thrown upon theſe parts, and make the diſeaſe 
incurable. They may alſo proceed from ſome ab- 
ceſs in the vagina, which ſuppurating and becoming 
hitulous, furniſh a pus that may eaſily be miſtaken 
for the fluor albus. 


OBSERVATION CCCLXXXVII. 


In the month of May 1702, a young woman 
three months after marriage, was taken with a vio- 
lent pain in the hypogaſtrick region, attended wich 
continual ſhootings and pulfation for twenty- ſix or 
thirty days, at which time ſhe was ſeized at once. 
with a diſcharge ot blood, which was afterwards 
followed by the whites. - Her ſurgeon called me in 
to conſult about it, I faund her very weak, with 
a ſlow fever and a flight pain between the groiu 
and the middle of the hypogaftrick region; the dig 
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charge was very conſiderable and fetid, and encreaſed 
when I preſſed upon the part where the pain was felt. 
All theſe ſymptoms plainly indicated an abſceſs 3 
to be more ſure I paſſed my finger into the vagina, - 

and met with ſome inequality which ſtill more con- 

firmed me ia my prognoſtick ; but my finger not 
being ſufficient to give me all the information I 
wanted, I made ule of the ſpeculum matricis, by 
which means J diſcovered an ulcer at the bottom 
of the vagina, by the ſide of the os internum uteri. I 
examined its depth with the probe, which went up 
very high between the body of the uterus and rec- 
tum; there was a fort of bag formed downwards, 
about two inches long, which I opened in its whole 
length, to hinder the matter from lodging any 
where. Not being able to enlarge the upper part 
of the ulcer on account of its ſituation, I uſed de- 
terſive injections, which came out again in much the 
ſame quantity they were injected in; and after this 
introduced pledgits of digeſtive tied with a double 
thread; by this method the pain went entirely 
off, and the diſcharge leſſened, and became leſs 
offenſive : I then changed the deterſive injection 
for one made of honey, wine, and ag. calcis, and in- 
ſtead of the digeſtive uſed nothing but tincture of 
myrrh. Thus was this ulcer cured 1n leſs than a 
month, but the woman has never bore any chil- 
dren ſince. | 


REFLEXION. 


do not imagine that the barrenneſs of this wo- 
man was any ways owing to this accident, though 
perhaps the cicatrice which was made by the ſide 
of the os internum might puſh it ſomewhat aſide, 
and prevent the ſemen from being received into it. 

A venereal gynorrhea is what conſtitutes that ſort 
of flucr albus, that has its origin from an 1 

: caule : 
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cauſe : This ſpecies admits much better of a cure, 
tho? differently in different perſons ; ſome growing 
well almoſt of themſelves, and others with the 
utmoſt difficulty, | 


OBSERVATION CCCLXXXVIIL 


A lady ſent to let me know, that for eight or 
ten days paſt ſhe had been troubled with the 
whites, that ſhe was ſurprized at it, having never 
before been troubled with them ; that they did not 
immediately follow her menſes, but had come on 
ſome days after they had left her; that ſhe felt a 
weight and ſome pain in her belly and loins, and 
a great ſcalding of water. Knowing the huſband 
to be a very irregular man, I told her to be very 
eaſy, that theſe were diſorders all women were ſub- 
ject to, that ſhe muſt forbear having any commerce 
with her huſband, and would ſoon be well. I 
made her drink plentifully of cooling decoctions, 
and at night two glaſſes of an emulſion with the 
cold ſeeds, I purged her afterwards with caſſia 
diſſolved in whey. By the uſe of theſe remedies 
the pretended whites, from yellow and green, ſoon 
became really white, and the matter thinner in its 
conſiſtence, and leſs in quantity. Her menſes then 
coming on, I diſcontinued the uſe of any remedy 
till they were over, and then kept her for five or 
fix days to the ſame decoCtion, and purged her 
with half an ounce of pulp of caſſia, ten grains of 
merc. dulc. and fix of diagridium, in a bolus, The 
running and other complaints being thereby con- 
ſiderably leſſened, I gave her for three or four days, 
morning and night, a glaſs of the tincture of roles, 
and as much of the tincture of rhubarb, then re- 
eons the bolus once more, and ſhe was perfectly 
cured, n 
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REFLEXI1ON,. 


This was a true clap, but very recent and mild. 
It was a preſent of her huſband's, and I cured them 
both without her knowing the nature of her diſor- 


der, 


OBsERVATION CCCLXXXIX. 


A lady having ſent for me to tell me what con- 
dition ſhe was in with the whites, ſhewed me her 
ſhift ſpotted with a ſuprizing quantity of a yellow 

reeniſh matter, of a very thick conſiſtence and in- 
tolerable bad ſmell; ſhe had a very great ſcalding 
and violent pains in the loins, about the private 

rts, and in the inſide of the thighs. Suſpecting 
He huſband, I ſpoke privately to him about it, and 
he made no difficulty of confeſſing before her, that 
he had ſported ſomewhere elſe, but that he had re- 
ceived no manner of harm, which was really the 
caſe, 

treated this lady in the ſame manner I had the 
other, made her bathe for twelve days an hour at 
a time, giving her a cup of cool broth at going in, 
and purged her every third day, This method 
being continued for about ſix weeks, except during 
the time of the catamenia; ſhe found herſelf much 
relieved, the matter was ſmall in quantity, very 
white, and without any ill ſmell, and the ſcalding 
was quite gone. I then injected a ſolution of the 
lap. medicament, in ag. plantag. and gave her, morn- 
ing and night, the tincture of roſes, and afterwards 
that gf rhubarb. The running kept leſſening ſtill 
more, but could hot be quite dried up. I then 
injected the pulv. de verni, having had good fucceſs 
with it, and upon this the running ſomewhat en- 
creaſed. I then purged her again ſeveral times, 


ang made her drink the mineral waters for a 
month, 
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month, but ſtill with as little ſucceſs. I tried dry- 
ing decoctions, with antimony and crude mercury 
tied in a rag and boiled in them, making it purga- 
tive every other day, with the addition of two - 
drachms of ſena; I purged her again with mer- 
curial pills, uſed again aſtringent injectiobs, admi- 
niſtred bolus's of crab's eyes, coral ter. ſigillat. and 
terebinth. coct. but all in vain, the running ſtood 
againlt eycry thing, 


REFLEXION. 


The perſon whom the huſband had to do with, 
was certainly foul, and yet he himſelf never got 
any harm, notwithſtanding the long time he kept 
company with her; which ſhews that there muſt 
be a particular diſpoſition, before a perſon can con- 
tract the diſeaſe in an impure coitus. 


OBSERVATION CCCXC. 


A woman came one day to the apothecary's ſhop 

at the Hotel. Dieu, to conſult the phyſicians about a 
terrible diſeaſe, under which ſhe had laboured for 
a long time, She told her ſtory ſo ill, either thro? 
fear, or otherwiſe, that thoſe gentlemen looked 
upon it only as a very bad rheumatiſm ; but as I 
had an opportunity of examining her a long time 
before, I took the diſtemper from its origin, and 
aſked her, whether the pains of. her legs had not 
been attended with hard eminences; upon which 
ſhe ſhewed us ane on the fore-part of her leg, and 
one upon her arm; ſhe had allo an ulcer on her 
head which had diſcharged ſeveral ſcales of bone; 
ſhe told us alſo, that ſhe had had two children, 
which had come into the world quite rotten ; that 
the pains of her head, and thoſe all over her body 
were ſo ſharp, that ſhe could not reſt day or night, 
ut 
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but that they were ſtill ſharper in the night time. 
No body could then doubt of the nature of her 
diſtemper; nevertheleſs her huſband, who was then 

eſent, neither was, or had been in the leaſt diſ- 
ordered, tho? he conſtantly had to do with her, 


CHAP. XII. 


Of the tumours which happen in the breaſt, groin, 
and other parts, after being brougbt to bed. 


HERE is nothing carries more danger in it, 

than for a woman to be expoſed to cold, either 
during her labour, or lying-in ; the breaſt is a very 
ſenſible part, and ſoon feels the bad effects. 

The cold, by contracting the veſſels of the uterus, 
fuddenly checks their diſcharge ; there enſues a re- 
flux of humours into the whole habit of body; 
and unleſs nature is relieved by a plentiful ſweat, 
an abſceſs is formed in ſome part or other, but 


chicfly in the groin, 
OBsERvaATION CCCXCI. 


A lady whom I had delivered the twenty-ninth 
of November 1684, whoſe lochia had gone on very 
well, and whoſe milk was gone, having the day 
before twelfth night expoſed herſelf inconſiderately 
to the cold, felt ſomething like a ſtab in her right 
breaft ; it ſwelled and hardened in the night, heat, 
pain, and redneſs came on. I did all I could to 
prevent an abſceſs by bleeding, glyſters, fomenta- 
tions and an exact diet, but all in vain, I was forced 
to bring it to ſuppuration. I purged her when it 
was well, and fhe recovered entirely. 


Re- 
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REFLEXION. 


This ought to be a caution to nurſes, how they 
expoſe their breaſts too careleſsly in ſuckling chil- 
dren, as they often do. 


OBSERVATION CCCXCII. 


A lady that Jived four leagues off, was brought 
to bed in the middle of Aygyf, without having any 
fre in the room on account of the heat of the wea- 
ther; ſhe bad ſeveral ſhaking fits during her labour, 
as is very uſual, they being often the fore-runners 
of a pain which is ſufficient enough to warm a wo- 
man ; however the caſe was different here, for ſhe 
was very cold when ſhe was brought to bed, and 
they had a great deal of trouble to warm her again. 
She was no ſooner brought to bed, but ſhe felt a 
pain in her right groin, which was ſoon ſucceeded 

y a tumour that remained all the time of her 
lying- in. The pain enereaſing when ſhe gat up, 
ſhe came to town, and called in two phyſicjans, 
two ſurgeons, and myſelf, The tumour was a little 
painful, and ſomewhat red, Nature ſcemed to 
want help to bring this ſwelling to ſuppuration, 
which was done in eight days time, by the means 
of proper remedies; and there came away twa 
porringers full of matter, and the ulcer was pers 
fectly healed in ten days time. 


REFLEXI1ON,. 


Let the weather be ever ſq hot, there aught al- 
ways to be a fire, either in the room or juſt at hand, 
when a woman is in /abqyr ; for thoſe that are nat 
brought to bed of ſome time after the hreaking of 
the membranes, have their thighs and legs — 
| | nually 
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nually wetted by the waters which keep coming 
away at each pain, and there is a neceſſity to reca)l 
the heat to thoſe parts with warm cloths, to pre- 
vent any accident. 


CAP. . 
Of the cancer of the uterus. 


HOEVER is afflifted with this diſorder, 

muſt give over hoping for a cure; all the 
ſurgeon ought to have in view, is to appeaſe the 
fury of this diſeaſe by gentle palliating remedies. 


OBSERVATION CCCXCIII, 


I delivered ſeveral times a lady who lived three 
leagues off: As her labours were ſo quick, that I 
often found her delivered before I could be with 
her, ſhe was forced to make uſe of a ſurgeon that 
lived by her. 

She was ſubject to have ſome ſlight floodings dur- 
ing pregnancy, and ſhe had ſome very conſidera- 
ble ones after delivery, without the extraction of the 
placenta having given any occaſion to them, for it 
always followed the child. I was not able to pre- 
vent or diminiſh this complaint, though I bled her 
from the very beginning of her pregnancy to within 
a ſhort time of her being brought to bed, and kept 
her to a very regular way of living. 

Theſe floodings made her very weak, kept her a 
long time in bed, and ſhe became pregnant again 
very foon. In her laſt pregnancy, ſhe ſuffered the 
floodings as uſual, had in every reſpect a good labour, 
and her flooding was leſs than it uſed to be, abated 
ſooner, but did not leave her entirely. The pains 
which always followed her deliveries for ſeveral days, 
attended her alſo after this; but inſtead of going 
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off gradually, they remained at the bottom of the 
vagina, and in the greateſt part of the hypogaſtrick 
region; whereupon ſhe ſent for me two months af- 
ter delivery. | 

There was a diſcharge of a reddiſh ſtinking /e- + 
rum, the os internum was hard, unequal and very 
ſenſible; I uſed the ſpeculum matricis, by which 
means I plainly diſcovered the bad condition it was 
in; it was entirely occupied by an ulcerated can- 
cer, full of hard black knobs, which furniſhed the 
diſcharge, whoſe ſmell was fo intolerable, that no- 
body could bear the room. I immediately laid aſide 
the injections of birthwort, myrrh, aloes, wine, and 
brandy, which were made uſe of, and which had 
been very proper in any other caſe, and ſubſtituted 
in their room, ſome of a leſs irritating nature, to 
abate and eaſe the ſharpneſs of the pains, and 
which were often injected to procure the diſcharge 
of the corrupted ſtinking matter; they conſiſted of 
ag. Bord. and mel. roſat. ag. plantag. and a little ſarcb. 
ſaturn, forge water, with a little allum, new milk 
with ſtee] extinguiſhed in it. She took inwardly 
an electuary made up with conſerv. Hacyntb. et al- 
term. corall. ocul. cancr. pulv. viperar. now and then 
half a drachm of the theriac venet. and ſometimes 
a grain of opium. 

She found herſelf relieved by the adminiſtration 
of theſe remedies, the acid particles in her blood 
being entangled by them; and the groſs terreſtrial 
humour, which was the firſt cauſe of the diſeaſe, 
being made thinner, and carried off partly by 
perſpiration, its ſharpneſs and quantity was conſi- 
derably leſſened. 


Rz- 


* 
* * 
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The Ffloodings this woman was ſubject to, prove, 
that the aterus laboured at all times under ſome fort 
of malignant indiſpoſition. | | | 
I tried gentle purges, but I could not make 
them agree with her in any form, ſhe always threw 
tliem up, and glyſters gave her intolerable pains, 


CHAP. XY. 
Of the pains tobich follow delivery. 


Ad ſtrengthened thereby; and in effect this diſten- 
ſion of the uterus happening in proportion to the 
increaſe and ſtrength of the child, there is a ne- 
ceſſity for it to grow ſtronger, not only to enable 
it to contain the fælus, but alſo to reſiſt the violent 
leaps and throws it gives during pregnancy, and to 
the exceſſive ſtruggles it makes to come out of its 
cotifiriement during labour, the uterus aſſiſting it at 
the ſame time by its contractions. 

Several authors, and among them Mauriceau, are 
of opinion, that the uterus grows thinner, as it is 
diſtended ; they try to prove their aſſertion by the 
analogy it has with the bladder, which when di- 
ſtended with any fluid, has its parietes thinner in 
proportion to its diſtenſion. 2 compares 
the uterus immediately after delivery, to a ball of 
wax, as big, or ſomewhat bigger than a man's fiſt, 
and would have it, that the uterus before delivery, 
is as thin as this ball of wax would be, if it was 
worked out to a ſufficient extent to contain- the 

fetus, with its membranes and waters. 
| This 


8 
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This author accounts in the ſame manner for 
children having ſometimes been found to have made 
their way through the werus into the abdomen, and 
argues — for the thinneſs of the uterus, from 
women being often able, in the laſt months, to di- 
ſtinguiſh the members of their children through the 
integuments of the belly, which they could not do 
if the uterus was two or three inches thick, as ſome 
aſſert, What Mauriceau himſelf advances in other 
places, will be ſufficient to confute his opinion; 
firſt, in ſpeaking of the compoſition of the uterus, 
he ſays, that its proper membrane is fleſhy and thick- 
er than any other part in the body; he agrees alſo, 
that ĩt is very much extended, and becomes ſo thin 
in the laſt months of pregnancy, eſpecially in its 
fore - part, that it is almoſt as thin as the bladder, 
except only in the place where the placenta is fixed; 
that after delivery it recovers its former thickneſs, 
contracting and gathering up itſelf, but in ſuch a 
manner, that its membranes at that time are thicker 
than at any other, being then ſoaked with a great 
quantity of humours, which are gradually evacuated 
by the lachia, after which it recovers its former 
thickneſs, Now does not Mauriceau by grantin 
that the #/erus, even in its fore-part,. which be af, 
ſerts. to be the thinneſt, is there rather thicker than 
the bladder, quite over throw the compariſon he 
made of it wich the bladder? and how can its 
membranes be ſoaked with humours, as he advances, 
without at the ſame time being thickened? it is 
what always happens in other membranes, and why 
not in theſe? 

The difference between the uterus and bladder is 
very apparent; one is diſtended ſlowly and by de- 
grees, and does not recover its former ſtate of ſome 
time; the other may be diſtended. immediately by 
any fluid, and contracts again immediately upon 
the» evacuation of it: Thus after the emiſſion of 


the 
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the urine, you can perceive nothing of the bladder 
by preſſing upon the belly; after . the uterus 

is very ſenſibly perceivable to the touchy feeling 

like a great ball, which falls on any ſide that the 

woman lies on. This is ſufficient to ſhew the im- 

propriety of comparing the uterus ta the bladder. 

As for the example of the ball of wax, let any 
one take a lump of it of the bigneſs of the uterus in 
its natural ſize, (and not of the ſize it is of immedi- 
ately after delivery, for that is not ſtating the caſe 
fairly) and let him try to form with it a globe ca- 
pable of containing the child, and all its appurte- 
nances ; I am ſure that could he perform his un- 
dertaking, the globe would be thinner than muſ- 
lin, 

Some children making their way through the 

wterus into the abdomen, only prove that there are 
ſome uterus's weaker than others, and not that they 
become thinner as they are diſtended; and I have 
always found that this rending of the uterus has 
happened in its fundus, which place Mauriceau him- 
ſelf grants to be the thickeſt of any. 

The fatteſt as well as the leaneſt women are able 
to feel their children through the integuments, 
which in ſome may be abov- four inches thick; ſo 
that this cannot be made uſe of as an argument for 
the thinneſs of the aterus. I remember a lady of 
Caen aſſured me, that her child was ill ſituated, be- 
cauſe ſhe felt different parts from what ſhe uſed to 
do in her former lalours, and the child really pre- 
ſented an arm. However if the wierus was no 
' thicker than the bladder, a woman might indeed 

rceive ſome eminences, but could never be able 
to diſtinguiſh ſome parts from others, as we are 
often miſtaken in them, eyen when we touch them 


without the — 4 ron of any other body. | 
Though 1 differ from Mauriceau as to the thick- 


neſs of the uterus, I do not pretend to ſay, that it 
is 
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is two or three inches thick, but only that its thick- 
neſs is proportioned to its uſe ; that at its greateſt 
ſtate of extenſion, it has as much thickneſs as in 
its natural ſtate z that this thickneſs is greater in its 
fundus, than at its fore-parts, and that all aterus's 
are not of an equal thickneſs. 

I have always found by diſſection, that the uterus 

was thicker immediately after delivery than before, 
and ſtill thicker two days after, and at laſt draw- 
ing near to its natural ſtate towards the eighth 
day. 
I have thought myſelf obliged to examine what 
Mauriceau ſaid about the ſtate of the wterus during 
pregnancy and after delivery, before I treated of 
the pains which women endure after being brought 
to bed, being able from thence to draw the cauſe 
of them. 

Theſe pains like thoſe of labour are both owing 
to contractions of the uterus, with this difference, 
that in one caſe they ſerve, to expel the child, in 
this the /ochia, which after every pain come down 
in greater abundance ; thus are they very ſervicea- 
ble to drain the uterus of all the humours it was 
ſoaked with during pregnancy. Moſt women have 
theſe pains, though ſome are quite free from them, 
and the greateſt part of women feel nothing of 
them in their firſt lying: in. | 

Theſe pains are ſometimes ſo ſharp, that women 
who have bore their /abour with a great deal- of pa- 
tience, cannot help crying out with theſe: When 
there is a neceſſity, all I do is to adminiſter a gly- 
ſter ; but if the lacbia come down plentifully, and 
the belly is open, I leave the cure to time, which 
happens generally in two or three days, tho' ſome- 
times not till the ſeventh or eighth, but rarely ſo 
late; after which they leſſen by degrees. | 

The paios brought on by the cholick, the ſup- 
preſſion of the locbia, 2 un of the uterus, 
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are very different from theſe, in thoſe the belly is 
hard, tenſe and painful, and cannot bear to be 
touched, theſe complaints are all wanting here; in 
thoſe the pain is continual, and the lochia gre quite 
or almoſt ſtopped ; here the pain is by fits, and 
the lochia come down plentifully, eſpecially imme- 
diately after the pain, which is not the caſe in the 
cholick. 

There is no occaſion to allow a particular chap- 
ter to the cholick ; it is ſufficient to ſay, that it is 
relieved by glyſters and emollient fomentations, 
or in their ſtead with folded napkins dipt in warm 
milk, and applied to the belly. An ounce of oil of 
ſweet almonds with a ſpoonful of ſyrop of maiden- 

hair, is a very good remedy. n 


CHAP. XVI. 
Of convulſions, vapours, and the hemorrhoids. 


FF \ONVULSIONS after delivery are occaſioned 
IF ſometimes by too great a loſs of blood, 
and ſometimes by the ftopping of the locbia; in 

the firſt caſe, all we can do is to repair the loſs of 
the fluid by ſtrong nouriſhing broths, adminiſtered 
in ſmall quantities and often repeated, together wich 
gentle glyſters: When they proceed from the other 
cauſe, the method of cure preſcribed for that diſ- 
order muſt be followed. | 
I had two women at Cherbourg that were always 
ſubje& to convullions after delivery, on account of 
exceſſive floodings. I adviſed them, to prevent this 
misfortune, to bleed as ſoon as they found them- 
ſelves breeding, and to repeat it ſeveral times dur- 
ing their pregnancy, as alſo to take a gentle purge 
once a month, for the three firſt months: One was 
cured by this method, the other never_ had any 
more children, OY mt. 14 
4 Some 


\ 


. 8 * 
—- N LU 
. 
* 


A general Treatiſe MIDwWwI RV. 515 

Some women are thrown into hyſterick fits by 
mere trifles z ſomething foreign being carried to 
the brain, the courſe of the ſpirits is diſturbed, 
they flow irregularly, the different parts of the 
body are no longer enabled to perform their func- 
tions, a ſudden fluſhing appears upon the face and 
on the whole body, and diſappears again like light- 
ning; the whole machine is in a tremor, the mind 
is diſturbed, reſpiration is high and frequent, ſome- 
times weak and flow, ſometimes they cry, ſome- 
times a ſort of lethargy ſeizes the whole body. 

[ have ſeen women who have been thrown into 
violent fits merely by forcing them to keep their 
hands in bed, to prevent their «catching cold and 
injuring the breaſt, and who have been relieved 
immediately upon taking them out of bed; but 
nothing is ſo apt to have this effect, as ſtrong ſmells - 
either good or bad. 5 | 

It is known, that the uterus deſcends to favour 
the intention of nature in the wanton plays between 
a man and a woman, where to prevent breeding, 
every thing has been put in practice but penetration 
notwithſtanding which women are ſometimes got 
with child. If this be true, why may not the uterus 
have the ſame diſpoſition to riſe upwards to partake 
of an agreeable ſmell? and in this action all the 
contents of the abdomen are raiſed up againſt the 
diaphragm, whereby the capacity of the . thorax is 
leſſened, and the lungs have nat full room to 

lay, whereby reſpiration becomes irregular ; the 
fomach too being diſturbed by theſe motions, com- 
municates this ſenſe of irritation to the eſophagus, 
whereupon it {wells out, and forms a ſort of a lump 
which ſeem to threaten women with ſuffocation, 
and force them to be continually trying to ſwallow. 
This lump is alſo owing to the ſwelling of the 


muſcles of the throat, which is occaſioned by the 


obſtruction the whole nervous ſyſtem undergoes. 
3 When 
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When the ſpirits overcome this obſtruction, 
they ruſh into ſome parts in too great an abun- 

dance, and irritate them to ſuch a degree, as to 
bring on*convulfions. | 

The ſenſes are fometimes quite gone, and the 
pulſe is ſo weak and languiſhing, that life ſeems in 
danger; however, I never faw any one die in theſe 
fits, though I have ſeen people labour under them 
to the greateſt exceſs. 

The remedies which have proved beneficial 
to me in theſe caſes, are a ſtrong volatile ſpirit of 
fal armoniac, the ſal. ſuccin. the confect. byacinth. 
olyſters with whey, motherwort, rue, and a few 
grains of camphire and caſtor, 


„Ares cee. 


A lady whom I had delivered the ſixth of March 
1701, merely by a lady of her acquaintance com- 
ing juſt as far as her chamber door with a noſegay 
of jonquils and violets, was afflicted with the va- 
pours the whole night, and with the head-ach for 
three days after, I ordered her nothing elſe but 
gentle glyſters, by which means ſhe was cured. 


OBSERVATION CCCXCV. 


A lady ſix days after I had delivered her, having 
a mind to clean herſelf, took a cap out of a cheſt 
of drawers, in which was only one grain of muſk, 
and ſhe was imeediately ſtruck with the head- ach. 
I was fetched, and having found out the cauſe, I 
made her ſhift her cap and every thing about her, 
ſmell to a little ſpirit of /al armoniac, and take a ſim- 
ple glyſter. The head-ach: leſſened in the night, 
and was quite gone by the next morning. 
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OBSTRVAT TON CCCXCVI. 


Being in company with a lady whom I had del- 
vered the twelfth of December 1708, and who was 
perfectly well, the converſation fell upon ſeveral 
extravagant things that had been ſaid by a certain 
perſon ; we were all joking about ir, but this lady 
more particularly than all the reſt; there having 
been made mention, among other things, of ſome 
threatenings which this ſame perſon had made a- 


gainſt her huſband, but which were not of the 


leaſt conſequence ; however, theſe threats ſtruck 


her in ſuch a manner, that ſhe. was ſeized with va- 
pours, and ſoon with the ſtrongeſt hyſtericks ; ſhe 
fainted away, was in a manner ſuffocated, with con- 
tinual endeavours to ſwallow ; her pulſe roſe and 
fell in an inſtant, fo that when I.came I could make 
but a bad prognoſtick of the iſſue ; however, by 
making her ſmell to ſame ſpirit of /a armoniac, 
and ſwallow a few drops of it, ſhe came to herſelf, 
but had ſeveral relapſes till next morning: As ſhe 
was pretty open, I ordered her a glyſter of whey 
ſimple, my intention being only to cool and re- 
freſh her, and in two or three days ſhe was perfectly 
_ recovered. 


REFLEX10ON. 


Had this accident happened before the locbia 
were ſo far advanced, it might have been of bad 


conſequence, for ſhe could hardly have avoided 
being choaked, 


Whether a woman be ſubje& to the hemorrhoids 
or not, ſhe ſeldom eſcapes being affſicted with 
them in her lying: in; for the child in coming-into 
the world cauſes fo great an irritation and iaflam- 


L1:-2 mation 
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mation to theſe parts, that it is ſoon communicated 
to the extremities of the hemorrhoidal veins, which 
ſwell and become painful, and in fome to ſuch a 
degree, that they are forced to fit up in a chair the 
very day they are brought to bed, without, being 
able to lie down even in the night. Nothing eaſes 
theſe pains ſooner than a bath made of milk, which 
the patient is to fit in, or a large decoction of 
emollient herbs and ſeeds, with a third part of 
milk, which is to be put in a proper veſſel with all 
the ingredients, and covered with a cloth, on which 
the patient is to fit as long as ſhe can well bear, 
This muſt be often repeated. 
I make uſe of an ointment made of populneum, 

oyſter-ſhell powder, and a little opium diſſolved in 
water, and incorporated with the yolk of an egg. 
This is either uſed as a liniment, or ſpread upon a 
rag. The quantity of the opium is but half a 
drachm to four ounces of the ointment. 

I had a lady that was fo troubled with the He- 
moerrhoids, that ſhe applied ſeveral leaches to them, 
which cauſed ſuch an hemeorrhage, that after having 
tried ſeveral remedies in vain,. I was forced to ap- 
ply a button of vitriol. Several have tried the 
ſame remedy, without the ſame accident, but I have 
never ſeen ir do any good. a 
There was an old man of the pariſh of Tante- 
ville, who uſed to cure every body that was afflicted 
this way. I got leave of him to be preſent at the 
operation. A man that had the piles to a very bad 
degree, ſent for him; meetiog with a very large 
one, without any further ceremony, he took a pair 
of large old ſciſſars, cut it off, let it bleed ſome 
time, and then ſprinkled it with oyſter-ſhell pow- 


der. This is his remedy, but I have never had 


the courage to put it in practice, for fear of a 
troubleſome hemorrhage, as has often happened in 
theſe caſes, We 

N CHAP, 
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C HAP. XVII. 


How the navel-flring is to be treated when tied 
too tight, or tore off. 


HAVE in a former chapter ſhewn, that-the 

navel-ſtring ought not. to be tied either too near 
the belly, for fear of an inflammation, nor too far 
off, for fear of a herma; as alſo that the ligature 
ſhould be neither roo tight nor too looſe. I will 
now give ſome examples of the conſequences which 
have followed the negle& of theſe rules. 


OBSERVAT ION CCCXCVII. 


A child of a friend of mine having had the na- 
vel-ſtring tied too near the belly, and with too 
fine and too tight a ligature, the ſtring itſelf being 
but very ſmall, fell off the next day cloſe to the 
belly, and yielded a little blood. The family be- 
ing alarmed, ſent for a ſurgeon, and he frighted 
at the novelty of the accident, and apprehending 
a more conſiderable hemorrbape, called in others; 
and they all together overlooking that fine maxim 
of ſurgery, that we ought to go gradually, from 


the moſt ſimple to the moſt compound remedies, - 


fell to work with the crow's-bill, taking up with 
it a ſufficient quantity of the integuments, together 
with what remained of the root of the ſtring, and 
eng a ligature round the whole, uſing a double 
. knot, that they might tie the ligature at pleaſure. 
By this means they ſecured the bleeding, but killed 
the child, the violence of the pain having brought 
an inflammation and gangrene on the belly. 


L14 Rü- 
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REFLEX1ON,. 


It was want of experience more than the reality 
of the danger, that drove theſe gentlemen to this 
rough operation, What blood came away was ſp 
inconſiderable, that it might have been ſtopped by) 
the ſimpleſt remedies, 7 


OB8zR2varTion CCCOXCVIIL. 


The twenty-eighth of November 1699, I was 
fetched by two o' clock in the morning to a poor 
woman that lived juſt by ; but before I could be 
with her, ſhe had been ſurprized with a pain whilſt 
The was ſtanding, which had expelled the child, 
and thrown. it on the floor; the placenta had ſtaid 
behind, and the navel-ſtring was broke cloſe to the 
- child's belly; there was not a ſingle veſſel to be 
ſeen, and not a drop of blood came away ; it 
looked more like a deep excoriation than any thing 
elſe. I laid on a doſſil of lint with a ſticking plai- 
ſter, compreſs and bandage over the whole, and 
never dreſſed it afterwards. The plaiſter fell off, 
and the place was quite healed. 


OBSERVATION CCCXCIX. 


The eighteenth of Fanuary 1705, I was called 
to a little girl three years old, whoſe navel-ſtring 
was juſt fell off, and it had bled enough to wet a 
ſmall compreſs in four doubles. . I treated it in the 
manner juſt mentioned, and it was well in ſeven or 
eight days time, 
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OBsERVATI oN CCCC. 


It is the ſurgeon's buſineſs to obſerve which way 
nature inclines, and to aſſiſt her r 4 1 I 
will take an opportunity of mentioning a caſe here, 
which very much reſembles the above-mentioned. 

A little boy of the village of Barfleur, being at 
play near the wheel of a mill, and going too near 
it while it was at work, was caught by the ſleeve; . 
his hand and arm were immediately*drawn in and 
torn off from the ſhoulder blade, the body being 
too big to follow. The hemorrhage was very trifling, 
and ſtopped with a pledgit of dried lint, and the 
child was cured in a very little time, without there 
happening any ſenſible exfoliation to the ſhoulder 
blade, or being troubled with any fungous fleſh. 
He is now a man grown, and well in every reſpect ' 
but the want of his arm, 


T H E 


SUPPLEMENT. 


S in the ſeven years ſince the giving up of my 
manuſcript to be printed, I have met with 
ſeveral extraordinary cafes which have never yet 
been taken notice of by any former author, I ſhould 
think myſelf guilty towards mankind, if I did not 
make publick thoſe methods which I found ſucceis- 
ful in them, that others in the like caſes may put 
them in practice. | 


| OBSERVATION CCCCl. 
The twenty-ſecond of Fuly 1717, Dr. Doucet ſent 


to defire me to go to a farmer's wife two leagues 
off, who had been in labour ten days and ten nights, 
during which time ſhe had not the leaſt reſt, and 
had hardly taken any nouriſhment ; the waters had 
been gone off four days, and the child had not 
ſtirred for three days. I tauched her and found 
the child's head juſt at the entrance of the paſſage 
betwixt the bones, without being in the leaſt en- 
gaged ; there was no bad ſmell, whence I made a 
prognoſtick of the child's life. I immediately 

placed her in a proper ſituation, introduced Ac 
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hand by the fide of the head, which I firſt puſhed 
back a little, and got it into the uterus, where I 
ſoon got hold of the child's feet, and put an end 
to the delivery. The mother, notwithſtanding the 
length and fatigue of this labour was up again in a 
few days. I had a great deal of trouble in bring- 
ing away the placenta, which was not one third fo 
thick as uſual, but merely membranous, of about 
the thickneſs of a childs diaphragm ; it not only 
adhered to the bottom of the uterus, but to its 
whole circumference ; ſo that a young practitioner 
would hardly have believed that any placenta at alt 
was left behind. 


REFLEXION. 


Former authors would call my conduct in this 
affair being laviſh of a remedy, but the ſucceſs of 
it, ought to encourage us to try ſomething, even in 
the moſt deſperate caſes. | 

As I got hold of the feet of this child in the 
uterus itſelf, I had it in my power to place the face 

right, and fave myſelf the trouble of turning the 
child in bringing it into the world. 


OBSERVATION CCCCII. 


The twenty-ninth of June 1718, a lady whom 

I had already delivered in three births againſt na- 
ture, ſent me word to come to her if I was at lei- 
ſure, I found her with flight remote pains ; the 
waters began to gather, and the child's head was 
ſo little advanced in the vagina, that it was all I 
could do to touch it: Things being in this condi- 
tion, I went about my other buſineſs, and had even 
time to reſt that night without being diſturbed. 1 
ſay her early the next morning, without finding 
any 


. 
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any other alteration; ſhe was exceeding faint all 
that day, the night paſſed as the foregoing ſtill 
with ſlight remote pains; the child ſhewed itſelf 
ſtrong by its motions, and all I could do was to 
adviſe her to take ſome nouriſhment to, keep up 
her ſtrength. The third day in the afternoon.ſhe 
was recovering from a convulſion fit when I came 
to her, and immediately fell into another, and then 
a third; the child was ſtill, as before, at the ex- 
tremity of the vagina, and as it was impoſſible it 
ſhould come into the world without the help of 
ſtrong continual pains, which were very unlikely 
to happen, her ſtrength leſſening more and more, 
I reſolved upon delivering her, and without loſing 
time in fixing her in a proper ſituation, I only got 
ſome women that were preſent to aſſiſt me, and in- 
troduced my hand along the vagina to the entrance 
of the uterus ; I eaſily dilated the os tincæ, opened 
the membranes, and let out the waters; I after- 
wards carried my hand by the ſide of the head 
into the uterus, where I ſoon found the feet of the 
child, who was ſo ſtrong and vigorous, that I was 
not able to hold them, whence the delivery was re- 
tarded above a quarter of an hour. 

Never did a child come into the world in better 
health, notwithſtanding what the mother had gone 
through. I left her afterwards in a very good 
way, to go to a lady of quality twenty leagues off, 
where I heard of her death. | 


REFLEXI1ON, 


I never, in all the times that I have been forced 
to ſeek for the feet in the uterus, met with ſo ſtron 
a child as this; for when I thought I had the beſt 
hold of its feet, it drew them out of my hands one 
after another with a ſurprizing quickneſs. 

This 
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This lady's death was occaſioned by a piece of 
news being indiſcreetly brought her, which at any 
other time would have been of no conſequence, but 
_ fatal at that juncture; for a woman in the 
ginning of lying-in, having undergone a great 
loſs of blood and ſpirits, has not ſtrength enough 
left her to bear the commotion which 1s cauſed in 


her by the leaſt diſagreeable news, or even by that 


which is agreeable; the whole maſs of blood is 
thrown into a ferment, the lochia are ſtopped there- 
by, and an inflammation brought on the bern, with 


all its fatal conſequences. 
An incontinence of urine remaining after labour 


is often imputed to the fault of the ſurgeon, but 
very wrongfully, as it is rather a wonder that all 
women are not afflicted with it after lingering caſes 
than that this accident happens to ſome. 


* OBsERvVATION CCCCIIL - 
The third of September 1715,-I was ſent for to 


= waggoner's wife of the pariſh of Tamerville. She 


had been three days in labour with the ſharpeſt and 


moſt frequent pains, which had notwithſtandin 


been unable to force out the child's head, which 
was locked in the paſſage through its extreme big- 
neſs, as I conjectured from the monſtrous ſize of 
her belly. As the head was very far advanced, I 
imagined I ſhould ſoon be able to put an end to 
the delivery. The hairy ſcalp being extremely 
thickened by the compreſſion the head had under- 
gone for three days, I firſt laid bare a pretty large 
iece of the cranium, then plunged my ſciſſars thro? 
it into the brain, and opened the ſhanks to make 


the opening larger, by breaking part of the bones; 


I by that means brought away a conſiderable part 


of the coronal and parietale-bones, and emptied the 
brain: I then tried to get a good hold in the inſide 
| | | of 
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of the cranium to bring away the head, but was not 
able to make it ſtir in the leaſt, whereupon I broke 
away as much of the cranium as I could: Finding 
no great difficulty in this work, and leaving very 
little of the coronal, parietale and occipital bones, I 
began then to pull afreſh z but as this could not be 
done without violent and continual ſtruggles, on a 


ſudden my hands became paralytick, ſo that I was - 


unable even to button my waiſtcoat; this obliged 
me to go home to reſt myſelf, till my ſtrength 
ſhould return. The next day, left the ſam« accident 
ſhould befal me, I carried young Mr. Des Rofiers - 
along with me, with two of his crotcbets, (having 
had none by me for thirty years paſt.) We found 
the woman in good heart, and things exactly in the 
ſame ſtate I had left them the day before: Having 
placed her conveniently, I gave. Mr. Des Rofiers 
leave to do what he thought proper with his crot- 
chels; but the head, though ſo much leſſened in 
its bulk, filled nevertheleſs the vagina ſo exactly, 
that he was not able to find any place where to 
get a good hold for his crotchet ; this forced me to 
put my hand to work again, notwithſtanding the 
danger there was of my falling into the ſame diſ- 
order as before; but my labour ſucceeded fo. well, 
that by means of two figners which I ſlid under the 
chin, I drew it out; after which my aſſiſtant took 
hold of the neck to bring away the body, but 
could not compals it with all his ſtrength, though 
he tried ſeveral times; the ſhoulders were ſo large 
that I could by no means bring them out with my 
fingers paſſed under the axillas: At laſt we joined 
our ſtrength, and by pulling in concert, we per- 
formed the extraction, without tearing. away the 
head from the body, though a much gentler uſage 
is often able to do it. This child was the · largeſt 
I ever ſaw ; it weiged ſeventeen pounds, beſides the 
bones and brain which I had taken away By Gp 
| before; 
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before; whereas the largeſt children weigh, for 
the moſt part, but twelve or thirteen pounds. The 
Placenta was alſo exceeding large. We left the wo- 
man much better than we could have expected, and 
ſhe was up again in twelve days time. - 


REFLEXION. 


Luckily for this woman, ſhe had no pains during 
all the time that I was forced to leave her, which 
was above twenty hours, and by that means re- 
covered ſtrength to enable her to go through the 
remaining part of the work. | 

I imagined that I ſhould have found this child 
quite rotten the next day, as I have ſeen it happen 
to ſeveral others in the ſame circumſtances ; bur, 
contrary to my expectation, it had contracted no 
worſe ſmell than the day before. | 

There is no wonder that the vagina and entrance 
of the pelvis ſhould be fo filled, notwithſtanding 
the bones and brain I had got away the day before, 
for both the parrs of the woman and the hairy 
ſcalp of the child which covered what remained of 
the head, muſt be prodigiouſly ſwelled after the 
long ſtay the child had made in the paſſage ; be- 
ſides, the maxilla ſuperior, and thoſe bones which 
form the baſis of the ſkull were not in the leaſt di- 
miniſhed by what I had taken away. 

The exorbitant ſize of the child was what enabled 
the neck to bear the violent pulls we gave it. 

This woman ſuffered no excoriation, nor the 
leaſt fever in her lying-in, and has ſince had two 
very happy deliveries. 

In breaking away the bones to enlarge the open- 
ing of the cranium, the pieces of bones are tore 
away from the ſcalp, leaving it behind, and by 
that means the rough edges of the remaining bones 
art covered, and the hand free from any danger 


of 
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of being hurt in pulling away the head; and the 


parts of the woman being ſo tore, as is without any 
grounds imagined by former writers. 


OBSERVAT TON CCCCIV. 


The twelfth of Fuly 1718, my aſſiſtance was de- 
fired for a plowman's wife of the pariſh of Huber- 
ville, that had been in labour ſeveral days. The 
external labia were hard and exceſſively ſwelled ; 
and the child's head was ſtill above the bones, which 
form the entry of the pelvis. Finding myſelf able 
to carry my finger round the head with a great 
deal of eaſe, I attempted to puſh up and turn ; 
but the uterus preſſed fo intimately upon the child, 
that after ſeveral uſeleſs attempts, I was forced to 
abandon my work. I was now conſtrained to have 
recourſe to the opening of the cranium, which con- 
ſidering the diſtance of the head, and the bad ſtate 
the vagina was in by the midwife's over-haſtineſs, 
was no leſs hard a taſk than the other; but recol- 
lecting what ſervice had been done me by a black- 
ſmith's pinchers in a like caſe, I ſent home for my 
large ſciffars, and two pair of the Jargeſt forceps I 
uſe in cutting for the ſtone: I made as large an 
opening as I could in the cranium with the ſciſſars, 
then paſſed in a pair of forceps, fixing one branch 
in the inſide of the ſkull, and the other on the 
outſide, taking hold of part of the parietale and 
occipital bone, which on account of its ſolidity I 
could better depend upon; and at the firſt pull 
brought out the head to- the external entrance of 
the vagina, and at the ſecond out as far as the ſhoul- 
ders, and . finiſhed the whole with as lictle trouble 
as if the /abour had been natural, I then brought 
away the placenta, The woman was very ill for ſn 
or ſeven days, but got up again perfectly well in 
a month's time. 

M m I took 


— 
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I took proper care of the contuſed and lacerated 
parts, to prevent any mortification, and any ſub- 


ſequent adheſion. 


REFLEXION, 


The crotebet in ſuch a caſe as this could be of 
no ſervice, as it would be impoſſible to get a good 
hold, neither is the opening of the ſkull unattended 
with difficulties, for after emptying away the brairs, 
the fingers are ſo nipped and ſqueezed in bringing 
away the ſkull between the bones of it, (which by 
the narrowneſs of the paſſage are preſſed together) 
that the operator cannot go on in his work ; but 
the forceps remedy this inconvenience, and are 
preferable to any other inſtrument, as we are able 
by their means to get hold of what bones we pleaſe, 
and of ſeveral at a time, we may, if we find it 


neceſſary, uſe two pair of forceps at once. The 


forceps threaten neither patient nor operator with 
lacerations z and the ſmall ſpace which one branch 
of it takes, ſecures the bladder from any injury, 


OBSERVATTION CCCCV. 


The ſixth of May 1716, a plowtnan's wife of 
Montaign came to conſult me about a diſorder that 
had remained on her ever ſince her lying-in. Upon 
examining her I found that the parts had been very 
much tore and lacerated by the unſkilfulneſs of the 
midwife, and after the falling away of the ſloughs 
had been ſuffered to cohere, a looſe ſpongy fleſh 
extended itſelf from the »ymphe a little below the 
clitoris to the lower part of the valve, covering the 
orifice of the uretbra, the urine exuded through it, 
drop by drop, ſo that it took her a whole hour, 
morning and night, 'to perform this work : The 


entrance of the vagina was utterly unperceivable. . 
I or- 


", 
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I ordered her to be bled and purged to pre- 
pare her body, and eight days after I went to her, 
accompanied by Mr. Ceſquet, who had ſerved his 
time with me. I began by forcing in my probe 
at the place where the fleſhy ſubſtance ſeemed the 
looſeit, and through which the water made its way 
by drops; I paſſed it upwards as high as the clito- 
ris, and ſubſtituted in its room a director, then lid . 
my knife in the groove, and at once cut the ſpongy 
ſubſtance from one extremity to the other. The 
urine, which I had made her keep in on purpoſe, 
guſhed forth immediately upon her ſtraining. The 
entrance of the vagina being covered by a ſubſtance 
which had very little conſiſtence, I run my knife 
gently into it, holding the back of it towards the 
anus, and puſhing in my finger as I cut ; by which 
means I ſoon reached the extremity of the adhe- 
ſion. I uſed nothing but pledgits dipped in bran- 
dy, and ſhe yas perfectly well in eight days. 


OBsERvVATION CCCCVI. 


The twelfth of July 1720, a young woman came 
to me from the town of Herteville, with a coherence 
of the vagina occaſioned by the reaſons above-men- 
tioned. The orifice of the uretbra not being ob- 
ſtructed, I paſſed my catheter into the bladder, and 
a finger into the anus, and by making them a& 
one againſt another, I made mylelf maſter of the 
depth of the coherence, which was very conſidera- 
ble and attended with a very great calloſity; I ne- 
vertheleſs fixed a day for the operation, and took 
young Mr. Hanouel along with me. I paſſed the 
catheter into the bladder, (which I gave him ta 
hold) and a finger of my left hand into the anus, 
and conducted in my lancet, its blade being firſt 
ſecured, very gently as deep as I thought proper; 
after which I took my finger out of the anus, and 
25 | M m 2 paſſed 
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paſſed it into the opening which J had juſt made, 
to ſee whether I had reached the extremity of the 
coherence, but finding that I was not yet got to 
the bottom, I kept puſhing in my lancet, following 
at the fame time with my finger, which I kept 
near 1ts point till I reached the extremity of the 
coherence, which I dilated on every fide as much 
as poſſible, and dreſſed up with a large dry tent of 
lint, and applied a compreſs wrung out of an emol- 
lient decoction over it; the next day 1 covered the 
tent with the ung. alib. with a view to procure the 
Mt pry none! of the wound, and by that means ſoften 
and relax the vagina; but eight days after ſhe grew 
uneaſy at being ſo long from home, and inſiſted 
on going away: I gave her dreſſings along with 
her, but heard nothing of her for ſix weeks, when 
I learnt that the opening remained fo ſmall, that 
ſhe was incapable of matrimony ; the whole ad- 
vantage ſhe reaped from the operation was getting 
a free diſcharge for the menſes, which otherwiſe 
never could have made their way out. 


OBSERVAT oN  CCCCVII. 


The third of OZober 1719, I was called to a 
woman who had been in labour five days; her pains 
had been'exceſſive ſtrong, notwithſtanding which 
the head of the child which preſented quite right 
was not in the leaſt engaged between the bones: I 
tried, but in vain, to paſs my hand by the head 
to ſeek for the feet; whereupon (there being all 
poſſible ſigns of the child's death) I opened the 
tranium with my ſciſſars, and fixed a pair of for- 
ceps on each ſide, one ſhank of each forceps in the 
inſide of the cranium, and the other on the outſide, 
and brought out the head at the very firſt pull; the 
the cuticle rubbed off eaſily all over the body, I 
brought away the placenia, which was of a greeniſh 

| brown, 
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brown, and very adhering. The woman ſuffered 


violent pains for ſome days, then remained very 
* | 

REFLEXION. 

The waters having been gone off four days 

made me apprehend more difficulty in bringing 


away this child, which engaged me to uſe two pair 
of forceps inſtead of one, Be 


OBsERvATION CCCCVIII. 


The fourteenth of Fuly 1717, I was beſpoke to 
attend the lady of... . in her labaur, which was to 
happen in January. She is the the ſmalleſt woman 
I ever delivered in my life, being obliged to have a 
ſtool to reſt her feet upon when ſhe is ſitting at ta- 
ble. She ſuffered ſome ſlight pains for two days, then 
the waters came away without their encreaſing till 
the day after; I then more narrowly enquired into 
the ſituation of the child, who preſented the head, 
but ſtill very high: I took notice, that upon forcing 
my finger round it, it turned about as a ball that 
is fixed on a pivet; whence I concluded that the 
largeneſs of the ſhoulders were as inſtrumental to 
the difficulty of the labour, as that of the head. The 
pains came on ſometimes very ſtrong, then went 
off again; things remained in the ſame condition 
to the fourth day, when the pains encreaſed to 
ſuch a degree, as to force juſt the ſuperficies of 


the head between the bones; her belly was become 


ſo hard and painful that the could not even 


bear her ſhift upon it, which forced me to form a 


ſort of pit m the bed for her hips to go in, and 


make her lie ſomewhat eaſier ; a looſeneſs and al- 


moſt total ſuppeſſion of urine came on. I began 
pow to deſpair of the aſſiſtance of nature; and 


being | 
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being near Caen, got the aſſiſtance of Mr. Dudsight 
an eminent phyſician, leſt the blame ſhould be 
thrown upon me, in caſe I ſhould have uſed any 
extraordinary method and the lady had died, I 
fixed the crozchet upon the ver/ex, but, as I expected, 
I. loſt my hold, bringing away at the ſame time 
a piece of the ſkull ; this made room for the in- 
troduction of the forceps, with which I brought 
away the child at the firſt pull; it was exceeding 
large, and had been dead two or three days, as 
might be judged more from the looſeneſs of the 
cuticle than from the ſtench, which was very incon- 
ſiderable. 

By the doctor's eare and mine, the lady was fo 
well in twelve days time, that I had liberty to take 


my leave. ; 
OBSERVATION CCCCIX. 


The ſixth of March 1717, I met with a ſitua- 
tion which no author has yet taken notice of ; that 
of the child's preſenting the feet and buttocks with 
the face upwards, The woman had been three 
days in labour, and when I came-to.her, I found 
the feet preſenting with the toes towards the wo- 
man's belly; I got hold of them, and pulled very 
hard, but did not make the child ſtir in the leaſt : 
This made me ſuſpect ſomething extraordinary; 
whereupon I ſlid my hand under the feet along the 
vagina, and met with the buttocks, which by keep- 
ing the knees bent, cloſed the paſſage ſo exactly, 
'that I ſhould ſooner have broke the-legs and thighs 
of this child than got it out before I had altered its 

ſituation z without letting the feet go, I puſhed 
back the buttocks, and the child came out with all 
the eaſe imaginable, with the utual precautions, 
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OBSERVAT rox '©CCCX. 


The eigth of September 1720, T was called to a 
young woman, whole ſtrength was quite exhauſted _ - 
by the length of her labour. The child preſented 
both hands, which almoſt filled the paſſage, but 
did not prevent me from paſſing my hand between 
them by which means I found that the ſhoulders 
immediately followed the hands, and hindered 
them from coming further out, as they would have 
done if the breaſt had preſented with them: This 
ſituation was ſo new to me, that I could hardly 
believe what J felt; I made ſhift: to get two fin- 
gers by the ſide of one of the ſhoulders to the head, 
to try whether I could any ways get at the feet; 
but my intention was to no purpoſe, having found 
it impracticable either to get my hand higher, or 

to puſh up the ſhoulders in the leaſt ; however, I 

reaped ſome benefit from this attempt, for the ir- 
ritation cauſed by my hand awakened the pains, - - 
and ſtirred them up to ſuch a degree, that taking _ 
notice of the child's having made ſome motion, I 
found means to introduce my other hand, and to 
get my middle finger under the arm- pit; by this 
{mall help, and her own endeavours at the ſame 
time, the child came forth in this ſituation, tho? in 
all appearance ſo contrary to reaſon and experience. 
The child and placenta were quite rotten, The 
mother went to ſleep ſoon after, and ſuffered fo 
little in her lying-in, that ſhe got up again in a few 
days, | 


Os EAT To CCCCXL. 


In the month of Fuly 1719, a furgeon of Ya- 
lognes being ſent for to a captain's lady, of the 8 
riſh of Letre, found her half delivered when he 

8 came; 
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that is, the body was come away, and the head 


left behind. He tried for a long time to get it 


out, but at laſt the woman found herſelf ſo ex- 
hauſted, that ſhe choſe rather to die than buy 


life at the expence of any more torments; upon 


this he went to bed, and the firſt news that was 
told him in the morning, was that the head was 


come out by the mere aſſiſtance of nature, a thing 
he never could have believed if he had not been 


an eye-witneſs himſelf. 


REF LEXION. 


No one but he that is experienced in deliveries 
can imagine what difficulty there is in extracting a 
head from the uterus that is ſeparated from the 
body; the glairy humour it is ſurrounded with, 
makes it ſo ſlippery that the operator cannot hold 
it ſteady enough to fix any inſtrument to it. 

Mr. Aman propoſes his net on theſe occaſions, 
Mr. Mauriceau his fillet ; the firſt I never uſed, 
the laſt I have tried to uſe ſeveral times, but with- 
out ſucceſs, owing perhaps to-my want of dexte- 
rity ; however, if I was now to meet with a caſe 
of this nature, I ſhould make no difficulty of uſing 
the forceps, being well aſſured of meeting ſucceſs 


from them. / 
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